St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

January 6, 2019

The Epiphany of the Lord
As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany today, we hear the familiar
story of the Magi. The Magi – who help to make known God’s presence in
the world in a particular way. They are the first visible and tangible recipients
of the mystery of which Saint Paul speaks. A mystery now revealed … by the
Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
We are often so enamored by this familiar story of expectation, wonder, joy and faithful homage that
we may forget something essential to the importance of the story: the Magi were not Jewish. They were Gentiles! They were not children of Abraham, people of the Covenant, or Israelites. They were “foreigners,” most
likely Persian, whose religious affiliation and actual occupation have not yet been settled by biblical scholarship.
Yet, they knew about Jesus. They knew about the coming of the Messiah. And they had the fearlessness
to approach the Roman-appointed King of Judea – that is, Herod, then the current “king of the Jews,” and ask
him: Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.
Asking such a question – essentially implying Herod’s successor and perhaps even deposer – could have been
inferred as a threat, if not outright treason. But that did not deter the Magi in their quest.
Their journey in faith, and their strength in following God’s prompts and witnessing to his faithfulness,
is a model for our own discipleship. With one exception: God is already made manifest to us – we do not have
to seek him out; he seeks us out. And when we respond to his call, there are things we can count on – as if
they were a star in the sky – to help us make our way to him: his word; his sacraments; his grace; and the gifts
he has given us that we might in turn offer back to him. We are not alone in this endeavor.
As the Magi were a community of support for each other, so we too, gathered here, are a community of
support and belief. We have come here because we have heard about the coming of the Messiah and we wish
to offer our gifts to him. Gifts that will be returned to us in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, making his
presence just as substantially real to us as he was to the Magi. What a powerful, mysterious gift that transcends time!
May this and every encounter with Christ empower us and direct us to go forth and witness to the
faithfulness of God’s promises, and his enduring presence within and among us.
As we begin this New Year of 2019, I pray for every happiness and good health for you and your families during the coming year and thank you for all that you have done in supporting Saint Stephen this past
year. God bless you all!
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How do you allow the Lord to light the way for you?
What does it mean to you to be “a copartner in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel, as Paul tells
the Ephesians in the Second Reading?
This coming year, how can you manifest Christ to the world?

Walk for Life West Coast 2019
Join fellow Catholics and Pro Lifers from all over California and beyond as we stand up for the littlest among
us at the 15th Annual Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco on January 26, 2019. There will be
Mass at 9:30AM celebrated by Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The rally begins at
12:30PM in San Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza, and the Walk, down the city’s Market Street, begins at
1:30PM. Last year’s Walk drew 50,000+ people. For complete information about the Walk, visit
www.walkforlifewc.com or call 415 658 1793.

History of Epiphany
Next to Easter, Epiphany is the oldest season of the Church year. In Asia Minor and Egypt, Epiphany
was observed as early as the second century. The Festival of the Epiphany fell and still falls on January 6. It
was observed as a unitive festival -- both the birth and Baptism of Jesus were celebrated at this time. January 6 was chosen as Epiphany Day because it was the winter solstice, a pagan festival celebrating the birthday
of the sun god. In 331 AD the solstice was moved to December 25, but January 6 continued to be observed.
Christians substituted Epiphany for the solstice. The emphasis was upon the re-birth of light. In keeping with
this time, the First Lesson for Epiphany Day is appropriate: "Arise, shine; for your light has come." The unitive Festival of Epiphany was divided when December 25 was chosen as the birthday of Jesus. The Church in
the East continued to celebrate Epiphany in terms of the Baptism of Jesus while the Western church associated Epiphany with the visit of the Magi. For the East the Baptism of Jesus was more vital because of the
Gnostic heresy claiming that only at his baptism did Jesus become the Son of God. On the other hand, to associate Epiphany with the Magi is appropriate, for the Magi did not get to Bethlehem until a year after Jesus'
birth. By this time the holy family was in a house rather than in a stable. Consequently, the Magi could not
have been a part of the manger scene as is popularly portrayed in today's Christmas scenes and plays. The Vatican II lectionary and calendar combine the two by placing the visit of the Magi on Epiphany Day and the
Baptism of Jesus on Epiphany 1 (The First Sunday after the Epiphany).

The Magi and the Star
The Magi were not Kings, but a caste of Persian priests who served Kings using their skills in interpreting dreams and watching movements of stars. The sixth century Italian tradition that there were three Magi, Casper, Balthazar, and Melchior, is based on the fact that three gifts are mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel: gold, frankincense and myrrh. The Magi may actually have been Persian priests or Babylonian astronomers or Nabataean spice-traders. Eventually, however, they were pictured as representatives of different peoples and races. The Orthodox Church holds that the Magi consisted of twelve Kings, corresponding in number to the twelve tribes of Israel. Commentary on the Torah by Jewish rabbis suggested that a star appeared
in the sky at the births of Abraham, Isaac and Moses. Likewise, in the Book of Numbers, the prophet Balaam
speaks of "a star that shall come out of Jacob." Stars were believed to be signs from God, announcing important events. Thus, the brightness of the Light to which kings were drawn was made visible in the star they
followed.

The Gifts
Gold, frankincense and myrrh may be thought of as prophesying Jesus’ future. Gold was a gift for Kings; frankincense (an ancient air purifier
and perfume), was offered to God in Temple worship (Ex. 30:37); and myrrh
(an oriental remedy for intestinal worms in infants), was used by the High
Priest as an anointing oil (Ex. 30:23), and to prepare bodies for burial. These
gifts were not only expensive but portable. Perhaps Joseph sold the gifts to
finance the Holy Family’s trip to Egypt. The gifts might have been God’s
way of providing for the journey that lay ahead.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Jan. 7
8:00 a.m.
† Daniel MacDonald
(By: Gresilda)

Tuesday, Jan. 8
8:00 a.m.

† Prudeniso Cagalingan
(By: Cagalingan Family)

Wednesday, Jan. 9
8:00 a.m.
Freddy & Thelma Ramos Sp. Int.
(By: Freddy & Thelma Ramos)

Thursday, Jan. 10
8:00 a.m.
St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, Jan. 11
8:00 a.m.

Lisa Boquiren Sp. Int.
(By: Fely)

Saturday, Jan. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Philip Dunne
(By: Fr. Tony)

4:30 p.m.

Ding Cagalingan Sp.int.
(By: Carol & Kids)

Sunday, Jan. 13
8:00 a.m
† James S. Ross
(By: John & Lalo Ruehle)
9:30 a.m.
† Saverio Sasso
(By: Eugene & Barbara Conti)
11:30 a.m.
† Albert Gragnani
(By: Hilda Roehrig)

6:45 p.m.

†Michael Gragnani
(By: Diane Gragnani)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The
Lord shines upon you (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you
(Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking for the
newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12).
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Jan. 6 - Women’s Guild
Sunday, Jan.13 - Women’s Guild
Sunday, Jan.20 - Women’s Guild
Donuts will not be served until the com-

pletion of mass.

Monday, Jan. 7
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
Tuesday, Jan. 8
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Jan. 9
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
SVDP Conf./Conf. Rm.
Thursday, Jan. 10
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, Jan. 11
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Jan. 12
9:00 a.m.
Book Club
Sunday, Jan. 13
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2019
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your
light has come, the glory of the Lord
shines upon you.
— Isaiah 60:1
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
The Epiphany of the Lord;
Blessing of the Home;
National Migration Week
Monday: St. Raymond of Penyafort;
Julian Calendar Christmas

HAPPY PEOPLE
The happiest people don’t necessarily have the best
of everything. They just make the best of everything.
—Anonymous

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our
book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Amalia Altamirano, Elena Amaya,
Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry Barbiere,
Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
and Gwendolyn Walsh.
Please call the office to add or remove names.
of people that we should pray for this month or should
remain on this list longer .

CHRISTMAS VACATION
For those who have been away enjoying Christmas away
from the City, "Welcome Back" and we hope you had a
nice restful and enjoyable time. If you didn't have a
chance to leave your Christmas donation to Saint Stephen
there is still time to drop it off, mail it or put it in the collection basket with the Sunday collection. We still need
to pay bills and welcome your assistance.
Thank you for considering this gift to your church.
(Fr. Tony)

LET US OFFER “OUR” GIFTS ON
THIS FEAST
The first gift might be friendship with God. After all,
the whole point of Christmas is that God’s Son became
one of us to redeem us and call us friends. God wants our
friendship in the form of wholehearted love and devotion.
A second gift might be friendship with others. This kind
of friendship can be costly. The price it exacts is vulnerability and openness to others. The good news, however,
is that, in offering friendship to others, we will receive
back many blessings.
A third gift might be the gift of reconciliation. This gift
repairs damaged relationships. It requires honesty, humility, understanding, forgiveness and patience.
The fourth gift of this season is the gift of peace: seeking God’s peace in our own lives through prayer, the Sacramental life and daily meditation on the Word of God. It
is out of humble gratitude that we give Him from the
heart our gifts of worship, prayer, singing, possessions,
and time.
As we give our insignificant, little gifts to God, the good
news is that God accepts them! Like the Magi offering
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, we offer
what we have, from the heart, in response to what that
Child has given to us - Himself.
Let us conclude with a 19th century English carol, Christina Rosetti’s A Christmas Carol, which begins, “In the
bleak midwinter.” The carol sums up, in its last stanza,
the nature of "giving to the Christ Child.”
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I could give a Lamb.
If I were a wise man, I could do my part.
What I can I give Him? Give Him my heart!”

Thank you to all the parishioners and their families who
helped light the Advent candles each weekend of Advent. May your Christmas
season be filled with the Light of Christ!

St. Stephen’s Book Club

St. Stephen’s Book Club meets the 2nd Saturday of each
month. Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Contact Mary Molly in the parish office for more info. Here
are the upcoming books:
January 2019- "The Man I Never Met: A Memoir" by
Adam Schefter. A powerful true story of loss and hope
by one of the biggest names in sports media.
February 2019- “Dare to Be Kind: How
Extraordinary Compassion Can Transform
Our World” by Lizzie Velasquez.
The inspiring journey of Lizzie Velasquez,
cyber-bullying victim to anti-bullying activist.

EPIPHANY HUMOR
It was an excited little girl who told me this
story. The first two wise men got down from
their camels and offered their precious gifts to
the Baby. He declined them. When the Baby
Jesus declined the gift of the third also, the exasperated
wise man asked, "Then what do you want?" The Child
Jesus answered quickly and with a warm smile, "Your
big cow!"
-----While they were talking about the story of the
three wise men, a woman asked her parish priest this
question, "Do you know why God gave the star to the
wise men?" When he professed his ignorance, she told
him: "God knows men are too proud to ask directions. If
there had been three wise women instead of three wise
men, they would have asked for directions, arrived on
time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a
casserole, and given some practical gifts!”
-------A helicopter was flying around above Seattle
yesterday when an electrical malfunction disabled all the
aircraft's electronic navigation and communications
equipment. Due to the clouds and haze, the pilot could
not determine the helicopter's position and course to steer
to the airport. The pilot saw a tall building, flew toward
it, circled, drew a handwritten sign, and held it in the helicopter's window. The pilot's sign said "Where am I?" in
large letters. People in the tall building quickly responded
to the aircraft, drew a large sign, and held it in a building
window. Their sign said "You are in a helicopter." The
pilot smiled, waved, looked at his map, determined the
course to steer to Sea-Tac airport, and landed safely. After they were on the ground, the co-pilot asked the pilot
how the "You are in a helicopter" sign helped determine
their position. The pilot responded, "I knew that had to be
the Microsoft building because, similar to their helplines, they gave me a technically correct but completely
useless answer."

St. Stephen Parish
Presents

A Parish & School Community Event
Saturday, January 19, 2019
5:30pm – 9:30pm
St. Stephen Donworth Hall
$65 per person - includes appetizers,
dinner & desert
Table of 10 - $585.00

(Reserve early !)

For more informaƟon:
St. Stephen Parish Center
(415) 681-2444

Interfaith Winter Shelter Dinner 2018-2019 Season
I would like to thank all those who participated in the Interfaith Winter Shelter serving dinner to our
homeless brothers on December 18 and 19 at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The casseroles and stews that you
brought warmed up a lot of tummies on those two cold evenings. But what brought more warmth in the
dining room were the smiles and generous praise our brothers heaped on the young servers together
with their parents when their food was brought to them. We served them not just food but also the love
Christ encourages us to share specially to the least of His children.
Shout out to - Jack and Frank for warming up the stews and casseroles; the Mercy In Action crew (Trish, Mary Molly
and Carlos) for doing the phone tree coordination; and to Fr. Tony for his enduring support. And, of course, to the families who helped serve, brought food and transported them to the Cathedral.

Deacon Olet

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2018-2019

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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