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Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the educaƟon and formaƟon of our people, young and old, and through caring
service and sensiƟve outreach to those in need.
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Samuel is the first in a long line of prophets in biblical Israel. He lived in the 11th
century B.C., at a time when the Ark of the Covenant was kept in a tabernacle at
Shiloh. Dedicated to the Lord’s service by his parents, the boy Samuel had been
living at the shrine since he was a toddler.
In today’s reading, Samuel hears a voice calling to him in the night and thinks it
is Eli, but it turns out that God is calling him. Eli tells Samuel to answer the Lord,
so that God may give him whatever message he intends.
Samuel does as Eli instructs, and the Scriptures go on to say that, Samuel grew up, and the Lord was with him, not permitting any word of his to be without effect. As a prophet, his role was not so much to predict the future but to speak God’s
word to the people and to offer advice to Israel’s first two kings.
Saint Paul also spoke God’s word to his people. Today we heard part of his message to the Corinthians, reminding them
that The body … is not for immorality, but for the Lord. The Church in Corinth was dealing with several cases of public immorality, and they wrote to the Apostle seeking advice. He reminds them, and us, that the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. It is these very bodies that God will transform and raise on the Last Day. So we should treat them with the dignity they
deserve.
In the Gospel today, two followers of John the Baptist, including Andrew, hear John refer to Jesus as the Lamb of God.
And so they leave John and follow Jesus. As Samuel was led to God’s voice by Eli’s directions, so, too, are Andrew and the
other disciple led to Jesus by John’s words.
When he sees them, Jesus asks them, What are you looking for? Their response is simply to ask where he is staying and
he invites them to come, and you will see. The evangelist tells us that they stayed with him that day. We don’t know what
transpired during their time together, but it was enough to lead Andrew to go and tell his brother Simon, We have found the
Messiah. He, too, goes to Jesus. When Jesus meets Simon he gives him the name Cephas, which is translated Peter.
As God called Samuel and as Jesus called his disciples, so have we been called. We are temples of
the Holy Spirit, made for the Lord. Here we take the Lord into our bodies, so that we might become
more like him, and that we might ourselves be prophets of the Good News of our Lord.
As you continue to follow the Lord in your daily journey, stay safe and healthy and may you be
showered with every blessing. Father Tony LaTorre

Liturgy and Life
•
•
•

Have you heard God’s call differently at stages of your life?
Do you spend time in quiet to discern God’s call
What is your reply to Jesus’ query, “What are you looking for?”

Living Stewardship Now
“You Will See”
Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, baptized people with water but told his followers that someone was coming who would baptize
with the Holy Spirit. Today’s Gospel reading does not record any conversation between John and Jesus, but emphasizes that as John
watches Jesus go by, he announces that this man is indeed the promised one, the Lamb of God. Andrew and another man set out to
follow Jesus, who turns and asks what they are looking for. Their answer is a strange one: they want to know where he lives. Jesus
simply replies, “Come, and you will see.” We are told they stay with him for the whole day. The next day, Andrew finds his brother,
Simon, and tells him he has met the Messiah—the Anointed One—and takes Simon to meet Jesus. Like John, Jesus looks hard at
Simon, taking the measure of the man, and in the light of what he perceives in him changes his name to Cephas—or as we more
commonly know it, Peter (“the rock”). The two encounters seem very ordinary, yet they are life-changing. Jesus is not proclaiming a
message, preaching to a crowd, or performing great miracles. Instead, he is simply walking past John, and when Andrew and his
friend introduce themselves, offers them hospitality and companionship. When Jesus meets Peter, he does not ask probing questions
about his family and his background or make solemn pronouncements. He just looks at the man, makes
an assessment of his character, and accepts him as a friend. The simplicity of Jesus’ manner demonstrates his willingness to receive people “as they are” but also to call forth their potential. He does not
offer lengthy explanations of who he is, but takes people to his home and lets them see for themselves.
Jesus sees you, accepts you, and welcomes you for who you are.
Show your gratitude in
WORSHIP of God, who loves and saves you;
SERVICE to others in the parish and the community;
GIFTS to the church and to good causes of your choice.

CRABFEED 2021
Dear St. Stephen Community and Supporters,
We wanted to let you know that the St. Stephen
Crab Feed will not take place in person but will
be a Drive-Thru Event this year Your safety is of
utmost importance. As much as we would love to
come together for another amazing Crab Feed, it
has become clear that there is no way we can responsibly conduct an event of that magnitude
during our current COVID-19 pandemic and the
restrictions that remain in place within our county.
As you know, St. Stephen’s Crab Feed has become an annual celebration when the St. Stephen community comes together for an evening
spent in our beautiful parish facility, Donworth
Hall. It’s a party with a purpose! Each year, your
ticket purchase supports St. Stephen Parish and
helps to keep our doors open.
I’d like to invite you to continue to support St.
Stephen Parish by joining us for
St. Stephen’s Crab Feed Drive-Thru on
February 20 (moved due to a delay in crab
season) or by donating what you would
have previously spent on tickets and purchases at the St. Stephen Parish Crab Feed.
You can place your order online at saintstephensf.org/crabfeed or call the parish office at
(415) 681-2444 to request and submit a form.
(Order forms can also be found in the church vestibule, parish office or at the back of this bulletin)
We look forward to the day when we can all gather again for St. Stephen’s Annual Crab Feed celebration. We hope you will be there with us!!
Until then, thank you for being a part of our
community and thank you for your generous support. We would also like to thank the Men’s
Guild, St. Stephen Parish Council, and the Women’s Guild, for their continued support.
For any questions, please contact Carol or Shay
at info@saintstpehensf.org.
Warm regards,
Father Tony

For Reflection:
If Jesus were coming today, would he look at
our actions and say, “Well done”?
What have we done for the least of our brothers and sisters, and thus for him?

DAILY MASS ON
LIVESTREAM !!!
at 8:00 a.m. on Facebook ,
YouTube & Instagram!
Or go to
ww.SaintStephenSF.org
to attend our daily Mass!

Fr. Tony‘s Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist

Every Sunday, at 9:30 am, we continue to go live
from our St. Stephen Parish website,
www.saintstephensf.org. Click on the Facebook link
on the top of the page and it will directly connect you
to our livestream mass. Here you can participate in
the live community chat stream during the mass.
If you do not have a Facebook account, no need to
worry! Go to our website, www.saintstephensf.org, scroll down
and you will also be able to join the livestream mass right on our
website. You can also watch our livestream mass every Sunday
at 9:30am via YouTube and Instagram!

Ways and Means to Help and
Support Our Church
As we go our daily life within the state and city-wide
mandate of “Stay-at-Home” for the next few weeks due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, please remember that we
continue to look forward to your regular weekly donations to sustain our church’s basic operation needs.
You may continue to do so through the following:
1) via your weekly envelope which can either be:
a. Mailed to the Parish Office;
b. Dropped off at our parish office/mailbox slot.
2) If at this time, you are strictly confined in your
home, please consider setting up an online account
through the parish website: www.saintstephensf.org
by:
a. Click the $ Giving button
b. Click on Donation link
c. Follow instructions to set up your account online
3) If neither of the above works for you, please give us a
call at the office, and we will gladly pick up your donation envelope for the parish or help you set up your
online donation.
For more information, please give us a call at 415-6812444. between 9am to 3pm Mondays thru Fridays or
check our website www.saintstephensf.org
St Stephen Church provides Online Giving -- a
convenient and safe way to make a one-time
or recurring donation. Getting started is
easy. Visit www.s aintstephensf.org, click on Donation link. . When you participate, your gift will
be securely transferred directly into the parish.

Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

January 17, 2021
Your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you.
— 1 Corinthians 6:19a

Monday, Jan 18
8:00 a.m.

† Lei Anne Cagalingan

Tuesday, Jan 19
8:00 a.m.

† Larry Teshara

(By: Philip, Joy & Cedrick)

(By: Sandra Fullerton)

Wednesday, Jan 20
8:00 a.m.
† Chen Lian Hong
(By: Shirley Dee)

Thursday, Jan 21
8:00 a.m.

† Harry Over

Friday, Jan 22
8:00 a.m.

† Felixberta Torres

Saturday, Jan 23
8:00 a.m.

† Francisco Culaba

4:30 p.m.

† Michael Gragnani

Sunday, Jan 24
8:00 a.m.

† Noel Finucane

9:30 a.m.

† Kevin Mullaney

(By: Dorothy Over)

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Monday: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day;
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins
Tuesday: Julian Calendar Theophany (Epiphany)
Wednesday: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian
Thursday: St. Agnes
Friday: Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of
Unborn Children
Saturday: St. Vincent;
St. Marianne Cope

(By: Laarnie Gusto)

(By: Adelle Caunan)

(By: Diane Gragnani)

(By: A Friend)

(By: Mary Molly Mullaney)

Note: Due to Health Guidelines affecting our daily and weekend Mass
schedule, Mass intentions for affected Mass times may have been
rescheduled to another date.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening (1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19).
Psalm — Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will
(Psalm 40).
Second Reading — Your bodies are members of Christ;
glorify God in your body (1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 1720).
Gospel — The first disciples saw where Jesus was staying and they stayed with him (John 1:35-42).

NEED A PRIESTLY VISIT?

Please know that if you are homebound, sick, aging, preparing for a surgical procedure, recovering from a surgical procedure. Or find yourself in the hospital unexpectedly – your pastor is most happy to visit you with Holy
Communion and Anointing of the Sick. One does NOT
have to be in a state of “end-of-life” for the anointing. It
can be administered to any one, at any time one feels
physically or emotionally “low” in life. Please call the
office if we can help. We have been finding out about
“sick” parishioners “when it is too late.”
Please give us a call – we are here for you!

Prayer Against Coronavirus
Lord Jesus, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and
protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious
illness. For all that have died from it, have mercy,
for those that are ill now, bring healing.
For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them;
for medical caregivers helping the sick,
strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain the spread,
grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace.
May your precious blood be our defense and salvation.
By your grace, may you turn the evil of disease
into moments of consolation and hope.
May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness.
We abandon ourselves to your infinite mercy.
Amen.

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Caroline Zidek, Gabriel Agudo, Isabela Vicente,
Marino Tulao, Rommel Plondaya, Robert Liam,
Zaida Ysip, Leanna Mossi, Elena Amaya, Eden Finn,
Edileide Jose Barbosa, Kenneth Fambrini,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Marc Gutierres,
Kevin King, Marla Moso, Joel Rivera, Anna Thompson,
Gwendolyn Walsh, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names

START WITH GRATITUDE
Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received. Thankfulness is the natural impulse to express that feeling. Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse.—Henry Van Dyke

Additional “Thoughts” from Today’s Scripture

“Smile” Here Is Some Humor!

1) Our Christian call is to live and die like the
Lamb of God.
(A) We live like a lamb: 1) by leading pure, innocent,
humble, selfless lives, obeying Christ’s commandment of
love; 2) by appreciating the loving providence and protecting care of the Good Shepherd in his Church; 3) by
partaking of the Body and Blood of the Good Shepherd in
the Holy Eucharist and deriving spiritual strength from
the Holy Spirit through prayer and the Sacraments.
(B) We die like a sacrificial lamb: 1) by sharing our
blessings of health, wealth and talents with others in the
family, parish and community; 2) by bearing witness to
Christ in our illness, pain and suffering; 3) by offering our
suffering for the salvation of souls and as reparation for
our sins and those of others.
2) Our call is to rebuild broken lives. Like the missionary call of Samuel and the apostles, we too are
called. Our call is to rebuild broken lives, reconciling
them to God's love and justice through Christ Jesus, our
Lamb and Lord.
(A) Through Baptism into the Body of Christ, we are
empowered and enabled by the Holy Spirit to free the
oppressed.
(B) Through the love of the Lamb of God, we are
called to better the lot and improve the broken spirit of all
who have been exiled from the possibility of hope, exiled
from God's righteousness or burdened by the yoke of spiritual, social, economic, and political dislocation.
(C) In other words, through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the glorified Lamb, we are called
to empower the human spirit with a sense of identity and
purpose.
3) Our call is to bear witness to the Lamb of
God. Today's Gospel reminds us that being a disciple of
Jesus means that we are to grow in faith and become witnesses for him.
(A) Bearing witness to Christ is an active rather than
a passive enterprise. Knowing Jesus is a matter of experience. One could know the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, all 700 pages of it, by heart, and still not know
Jesus.
(B) Bearing witness to Christ, then, demands that we
should have personal and first-hand experience of Jesus. 1. We get this personal of experience of Jesus in our
daily lives – through the meditative reading and study of
the Bible, through personal and family prayers and
through the Sacraments, especially by participation in the
Eucharistic celebration. 2. Once we have experienced the
personal presence of Jesus in our daily lives, we will start
sharing with others the Good News of love, peace, justice,
tolerance, mercy and forgiveness preached and lived by
Jesus.
(C) The essence of our witness-bearing is to state
what we have seen, heard, experienced and believed, and
then to invite others to "come and see." Other people
will see Jesus in our lives when we love, forgive and
spend time doing good.
(D) A dynamic and living experience of Jesus will
also enable us to invite and encourage people to come and
participate in our Church activities.

1) A little boy was listening to a long and
excessively boring sermon in Church on
vocation to priesthood and religious life.
Suddenly the red sanctuary lamp caught
his eye. Tugging his father's sleeve, he
said, "Daddy, when the light turns green
can we go home?"
2) A Catholic boy and a Jewish boy were talking and the
Catholic boy said, "My priest knows more than your rabbi." The Jewish boy said, "Of course he does! That is because you tell him everything in confession."
3) The son-in-law’s testimony: A rich Jewish business
man named Raymond went to meet Ben, his new son-inlaw to be. He said to Ben, "So, tell me, Ben, my boy,
what you do?" "I study the Theology," Ben replied. "But
Ben, you are going to marry my daughter! How are you
going to feed and house her?" “No problem," says Ben, "I
study Theology, and it says God will provide." "But you
will have children; how will you educate them?" asked Raymond. "No
problem," says Ben, "I study Theology, and it says God will provide."
When Raymond returned home, his
wife anxiously asked him what
Ben was like. "Well," said Raymond,
"he's a lovely boy. I only just met him,
and he already thinks I'm God."
4) Worse pastors: At morning Mass, the pastor announced to the congregation that the bishop had just appointed him to another parish. After the Mass, a woman
came up to him and expressed her dismay at his leaving.
"Oh, I'm sure the bishop will send you someone who's far
better than I am." The pastor tried to console her. "No,"
the woman replied, "that won't happen, and that can't happen." "Why not?" asked the priest, unable to resist the
temptation to hear a compliment in the superlative about
himself. "Because,” the woman said, “I’ve seen five pastors now in this parish, and each new pastor was worse
than the last."

Archdiocese of San Francisco
Respect Life Events Happening
This January
Jan. 22, 2021_ St. Mary's Cathedral Mass with Archbishop at
Noon, and Webinar Archbishop Cordileone with National leaders at 1:30 PM. Sign up at sfarch.org/legal-protection-unborn,
Jan. 27, 2021_ Human Trafficking Series: Jan. 27, Feb. 8 &
25, March 9 ( Zoom) at 6:30 PM. Sign up at sfarch.org/
seminars,
For questions: prolife@sfarch.org

Thematic Stories from Today’s Scripture
(Evangelization, Saint Francis of Assisi style) One day Francis of Assisi invited one of the young friars
to join him on a trip into town to preach. The young friar was so honored at receiving such an invitation
from St. Francis that he quickly accepted. They paused beneath a tree and Francis stooped to return a
young bird to its nest. They went on and stopped in a field crowded with reapers and Francis bent his
back to help load the hay onto a cart. From there they went to the town square where Francis lifted a
bucket of water from the well for an old woman and carried it home for her. All day long he and St.
Francis walked through the streets and byways, alleys and suburbs, and they rubbed shoulders with hundreds of people. Each time they stopped, the young friar was sure that St. Francis would stop and preach.
But no words of great truth or wise discourse issued from the saint's mouth. Finally, they went into the
Church, but Francis only knelt silently to pray. At the end of the day, the two headed back home. Not
once had St. Francis addressed a crowd, nor had he talked to anyone about the Gospel. The young monk
was greatly disappointed, and he said to St. Francis, "I thought we were going into town to preach?" St.
Francis responded, "My son, we have preached. We were preaching while we were walking and in everything we did. We were seen
by many and our behavior was closely watched. It's of no use to walk anywhere to preach unless we preach everywhere as we walk!
Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words only if necessary
(The be-all and end-all of a dog’s life) In the book, No Bad Dogs, British dog trainer Barbara Woodhouse says dogs understand
love better than we do. She writes, “In a dog’s mind, a master or a mistress to love, honor, and obey is an absolute necessity. Love
is dormant in the dog until brought into full bloom by an understanding owner. Thousands of dogs appear to love their owners, they
welcome them home with enthusiastic wagging of the tail and jumping up, they follow them about their houses happily and, to the
normal person seeing the dog, the affection is true and deep. But to the experienced dog trainer this outward show is not enough.
The true test of love takes place when the dog has got the opportunity to go out on its own as soon as the door is left open by mistake, and it goes off and often doesn’t return home for hours. That shows that the dog loves only its home comforts and the attention
it gets from its family; it doesn’t truly love the master or mistress as they fondly think. True love in dogs is apparent when a door is
left open and the dog still stays happily within earshot of its owner. For the owner must be the be-all and end-all of a dog’s
life.” The real meaning of our Divine call and the test of our walk of Faith is not to be seen in our work or activity, or even in our
theological purity. It is found in our desire to remain with God. This is the essence of our call to Christian discipleship as shown by
Andrew and the other disciples described in today’s Gospel. It means that when we have an opportunity to wander away, to disobey,
to leave His presence, we choose instead to stay close to Him, to abide in Christ, and to obey Him.
(“We are here to help each other. That’s what it’s all about.”) Some years ago, a fifth grade school teacher named Diane Williams
had a dramatic experience while sky-diving. Sky-diving was one of her hobbies. One Saturday morning, she met her sky-diving
group for a jump, but this day was different from all the rest. Apparently, Diane was trying to join three other divers in a handholding formation when she accidentally slammed into the back pack of another sky-diver and she was knocked unconscious. This
caused her to hurtle head over heals like a rag doll toward the ground at a speed of 150 miles per hour. Fellow sky-diver, Gregory
Robertson, saw that Diane was in big trouble. Immediately, he straightened himself into a vertical dart, arms pinned to his body, ankles crossed, head aimed at the ground in what parachutists call a no list dive. In effect, he became a human dive bomber plummeting toward the earth and Diane at 200 miles per hour. At 3500 feet, about ten seconds from impact, Gregory caught up with Diane.
He managed to pull the rip cord on her emergency chute, as well as his own... and they both floated safely to the ground. Greg's heroic efforts saved Diane's life. When asked later about his incredible feat, he said simply, "We are here to help each other. That's what
it's all about." He paused for a moment, and then he said, "Someone tried to die in my drop-zone this morning. No one dies in my
drop-zone!" I suppose at that moment somewhere in Heaven God was smiling... because nothing pleases God more than to see us
helping and serving one another, our sisters and brothers, in unselfish, sacrificial, self-giving ways. Andrew found the Christ... and
immediately ran to get his brother. This is a beautiful mountain-peak moment in the Bible. He brought his brother into the presence
of Christ. Andrew's simple, thoughtful act of sharing with his brother is a poignant reminder to us that we in the world are not isolated individuals just existing alongside each other, selfishly hoarding whatever we can accumulate. No, we are family... and life is better when we act like a family... loving each other, supporting each other, helping each other, respecting each other, treasuring each
other... and, like Andrew, bringing each other into the presence of Christ and the circle of Christ's love.
(Come and see) Two men, who had been business partners for over twenty years, met one Sunday morning as they were leaving a
restaurant. One of them asked, "Where are you going this morning?" "I'm going to play golf. What about you?" The first man responded rather apologetically, "I'm going to Church." The other man said, "Why don't you give up that Church stuff?" The first man
asked, "What do you mean?" His partner said: "Well, we have been partners for twenty years. We have worked together, attended
board meetings together, and had lunch together, and all of these twenty years you have never asked me about going to Church. You
have never invited me to go with you. Obviously, it doesn't mean that much to you."
(Gone With the Wind) I imagine most of you have seen the film, Gone With the Wind.
If not, you have a treat waiting for you. It is interesting how Director David O. Selznick
chose the leading lady. Everyone knew that no one but Clark Gable could be Rhett Butler, but who should play Scarlett O'Hara? David Selznick considered a few dozen actresses for the role of the Southern belle. Finally, he made a surprising selection: not a
girl born in the South or even in America, she had been born in India of British parents.
Her name was Vivien Leigh. Almost everyone agrees that she played a superb, unforgettable Scarlett O'Hara. David Selznick took great care in picking just the right person for
that famous role. Similarly, but with infinitely greater care, God selects us for a part in
the divine drama. We see it today in the call of the prophet, Samuel. Bottom line: Like a
great director, selecting exactly the right person for a part, God chooses you or me.
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