St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 21; Mark 1:14-20
If only we were as quick at jumping out of bed when the alarm goes off as
were the people of Nineveh in responding to Jonah, when he sounded the
alarm of their impending demise if they did not change their ways! And
wouldn’t it be great if it were as easy for us to decide on a vocation, as it appears to have been for Simon and Andrew, and for James and John?
We are better at responding to some alarms than others – and sometimes even
to gentle nudges more than loud attention-grabbers. For example, if the fire alarm goes off, we tend to
take that one seriously. And if a trusted friend gently but insistently nudges us to get help when we
are in a bad place, we might take that seriously too. So when it comes to making spiritual decisions
for our lives, perhaps we should try to fight the temptation of becoming complacent about the alarms
that go off in our hearts, or the nudges we receive from God.
God’s direction to us is very seldom as obvious as Jonah’s warning, or Jesus’ call to his first
followers. God nudges us out of the way of spiritual harm, but it is up to us if we will respond or not.
If we don’t accept God’s prompt, then we risk occasions of sin or missing the opportunity to flourish.
It is also God who nudges us, not just away from harm, but toward the good – such as marriage,
a single way of life or religious life. Once again, however, it is our decision whether or not to allow ourselves to be moved. It is true that sometimes God gets our attention with metaphorical lightning bolts,
but for most of us the prompts are much more subtle. So we have to pay close attention in listening for
God’s voice and in sensing the soft touch of the gentle nudge.
We all long to be happy. God longs for us to be happy too! We will be happy if we respond
with faith and love to the Lord’s admonition to come and follow him. God knows our abilities, and
how each of us fits into his grand design for the world. He encourages us to follow our heart’s desire
– as researchers, laborers, teachers, clergy, religious or civil servants, to name but a few. He wants us
to have holy relationships, and to live holy lives.
So while, yes, we are free to choose our own path, accepting a friendly nudge from the Lord
sets us on the right path: a path that leads to happiness for us and a better world for all. And ultimately, a path that leads to our eternal life with him.
So let us be attentive to those alarms, calls and nudges – and be quick and joyful to respond.
Remembering you in prayer that you have a peaceful and healthy week.

Father Tony
Ooo000ooo

LITURGY AND LIFE
How has another, through word or deed, helped you to recognize and turn away from a sinful partner?
• How could you make time in your prayer life to listen to God call you to the path you are to follow?
• How is God calling you to believe more fully in the Gospel?
•

Monday, Jan. 22
8:00 a.m.
† Pearl LaBelle

(By: Eileen Rodman)

Tuesday, Jan. 23
8:00 a.m.
† Dan Linehan

(By: St. Stephen School)

Wednesday, Jan. 24
8:00 a.m.
† Thomas Egan
(By: St. Stephen School)

Thursday, Jan. 25
8:00 a.m.
† Tom Ross
(By: St. Stephen School)

Friday, Jan. 26
8:00 a.m.
† Sr. Christine Ostrowski
(By: St. Stephen School)

Saturday, Jan. 27
8:00 a.m.
† Isabel B. Ricafort

Monday, Jan. 22
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Tuesday, Jan. 23
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Wednesday, Jan. 24
Thursday, Jan. 25
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Friday, Jan. 26
Saturday, Jan. 27
Sunday, Jan. 28
Never Too Late Basketball/Gym
8:30 a.m.
Our online website includes a community events calendar.

WELCOME!

(By: Adele Caunan)

3:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† Denis O’Connor
(By: R.I.P.)

Sunday, Jan. 28
8:00 a.m

Regina Lirazan Sp. Int.
(By: Fely)

9:30 a.m.

† Nancy McGarvey
(By: Anne McGarvey)

11:30 a.m.

† Lorin, Dorothy & Paul Medlin
(By: Jane Medlin)

6:45 p.m.

† Rodolfo Javellana
(By: Rebecca Rogue)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Please remember:

After more than a month of diligent search to
complete our parish office staffing, please join
me in welcoming to Saint Stephen Parish the
following staff members in the Parish Office:

Teresa Devicenzi, Bookkeeper
and

Anibal Rodas, Property Steward
We are fortunate to have these two join and
be part of our hard-working parish staff!
Welcome, Teresa and Anibal!
Father Tony

Albert Modena
Who recently died in the peace of Christ. Our
sick and homebound are in continual need of
our prayers, please remember them daily.
Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
January 22, 2012
The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.—
Mark 1:15
GIFT
What I am is God’s gift to me. What I become is my
gift back to God.—Anonymous

P

lease pray for the sick
and homebound of our
community and for all those
written in our book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry
Barbiere, Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Eden Finn, Emma Lew,
Al Gragnani, Marc Gutierres, Maria Matthews,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office for names of people that we should pray
for this month or should remain on this list longer .

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The people of
Nineveh believed God and
turned from their evil ways
(Jonah 3:1-5, 10).
Psalm — Teach me your ways,
O Lord (Psalm 25).
Second Reading — The world
in its present form is passing
away (1 Corinthians 7:29-31).

Please Join Catholic Charities for a Celebration of
Art and Community Wednesday, January 24, 2018
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Sparks Art Gallery
4229 18th Street, San Francisco, CA

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday:
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children
Tuesday:
St. Vincent; Saint Marianne Cope
Wednesday: St. Francis de Sales
Thursday: The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
Friday:
Ss. Timothy and Titus
Saturday: St. Angela Merici; Blessed Virgin Mary

Patchwork is an assemblage of varying artwork by
residents of Catholic Charities Peter Claver Community. Each piece of art is stunning in its individualism while simultaneously connecting to and representing the whole of Peter Claver Community and its
family-like setting. Peter Claver Community is a
comprehensive on-site residential care facility for
chronically homeless individuals living with disabling HIV/AIDS. Opened in 1985, the program
marked one of the earliest attempts by any organization to aggressively serve those sick and dying from
HIV/AIDS.RSVP to Nina Taggart at 415 972 1246
or events@CatholicCharitiesSF.org

Walk for Life West Coast 2018
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26;
Mk 3:22-30, or any of a number of readings
for the Day of Prayer
Tuesday:
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7-10;
Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30; Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;
Mk 16:15-18
Friday:
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 51:3-7, 10-11;
Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17;
Mk 4:35-41
Sunday:
Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; 1 Cor 7:32-35;
Mk 1:21-28

Join fellow Catholics and Pro‐Lifers from all over
California and beyond as we stand up for the littlest
among us at the 14th Annual Walk for Life West
Coast in San Francisco on January 27, 2018. There
will be Mass at 9:30AM celebrated by Archbishop
Salvatore Cordileone at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The
rally begins at 12:30PM in San Francisco’s Civic
Center Plaza, and the Walk, down the city’s Market
Street, begins at 1:30PM. Last year’s Walk drew
50,000+ people. For complete information about the
Walk, visit www.walkforlifewc.com or call 415‐
658‐1793.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Jan. 21 - Women’s Guild
Sunday, Jan. 28 - School Open House

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 01/14/18
2nd Collections: Building Loan

$6,136
$2,365

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God

Computers Needed
Did you get a new computer for Christmas
and don’t know what to do with your old
one? Why not donate it to the parish office?! Our computers are old and turtle
slow and need replacing but we don’t have
the funds to replace them.
We would be happy to give you donation receipts for tax
purposes for any computer donation that meets our system requirements. Please contact Parish Office 415-6812444 x1003 for details.

Our Altar Server’s Schedule
This Weekend
Saturday, Jan. 20
8:00 a.m. Ava Boilard
4:30 p.m. Gino Andrini, Alex Flores,
Santino Franco
Sunday, Dec. 21
8:00 a.m. Nils Wallace, Caroline Wong,
Melissa Hua
9:30 p.m. Patrick Schmitt, Charlotte Davey,
Evan O’Driscoll
11:30 a.m Mikel Villamayor, Hannah Morello
6:45p.m. Alexa O’Callaghan, Aidan Flocchini
Monday: Ava Boilard, Megan Stecher
Tuesday: Molly Linehan, Patrick Linehan
Wednesday :Bryn Scheg, Niamh Concannon
Thursday: Patrick Schmitt, Nils Wallace
Friday: Gina Zevallos, Sarah Tuvo
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers
who faithfully continue to volunteer their time and talent
to our parish.
MARRIED COUPLES:
LOOKING FOR A NEW YEARS RESOLUTION?
Why not make a commitment to do something to improve
your marriage - like attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend? The next Marriage Encounter Weekend is February 9-11, 2018 in San Jose. For more information visit our website at: sanjosewwme.org or contact
Ken & Claranne at 408-782-1413 or
applications@sanjosewwme.org

THIS WEEK’S “HUMOR”
There was this Christian lady
that had to do a lot of traveling for her business, so she
did a lot of flying. But flying made her nervous so she
always took her Bible along with her to read and it helped
relax her. One time she was sitting next to a man. When
he saw her pull out her Bible he gave a little chuckle and
went back to what he was doing.
After a while he turned to her and asked, "You don't really believe all that stuff in there do you?"
The lady replied "Of course I do! It is the Bible."
He said, "Well what about that guy that was swallowed
by that whale?"
She replied "Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that; it is in the
Bible. The Bible says Jonah was swallowed by a whale,
and I believe it. And if it had said that Jonah had swallowed the whale, I would believe that too!"
He asked "Well, how do you suppose he survived all that
time inside the whale?"
The lady said "Well I don't really know. I guess when I
get to Heaven I will ask him." "What if he isn't in Heaven?" the man asked sarcastically.
"Then you can ask him when you reach the Hell," replied
the lady.
* * * * * * * *
The best prayer I ever heard was: "Lord, please make me
the kind of person my dog thinks I am."
* ** * * * *
There was a young boy who wanted to go down to the
lake and fish and his mother asked him to take his little
sister with him. He said, "Mom, don't make me take her
with me. The last time she came with me I didn't catch a
single fish." The mother said, "I'll talk to her and I promise this time she won't make any noise." The boy said,
"Mom, it wasn't the noise. She ate all my bait!"

Wedding Anniversary Mass
The Archdiocese of San Francisco will offer our
annual Wedding Anniversary Mass on February 3,
10:00am, at the Cathedral. Archbishop Salvatore
Cordileone will be the principal celebrant.
All couples celebrating ‘5 year anniversaries’ (5
years, 10, 15… 35, 40) or over 40 years, in 2018, are
invited to celebrate with us.
More information/ registration is at 415 614-5680 or
www.anniversarymass.net

FISHING “FOR” JESUS
I have come to the conclusion that there are basically
four reasons why people do not catch fish: (1) Some people are using the wrong bait. (2) Some people are fishing
in the wrong lake, that is, they don't know where the fish
are. (3) Some people have got the right bait and they're in
the right lake, but they don't know how to fish. (4) Then
there are some people who have the right bait, and
they're in the right lake, and they know how to fish but
they're just not going fishing. The Lord Jesus came not
only that we might put our Faith in Him, but that we
might go fishing with Him. You see, our problem is not
that we have the wrong lake. The water is full of fish.
The problem is not that we have the wrong bait. We have
the Gospel which can hook any fish. Our problem, I believe, is one of ignorance and apathy. There are many
Christians who believe they do not know how to share
the Lord Jesus, and then there are many who just don't
want to go.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
One of the most unusual Catholic churches in the
world is in Amsterdam: Our Lord in the Attic, or as the
locals say, “Ons Lieve Heer op Solder.” What looks like a
beautiful narrow brick mansion alongside a canal is a clever disguise for a very well-preserved seventeenth-century
home and a secret church. During the Reformation, the
Netherlands was divided into Protestant Holland and the
Spanish Netherlands, now known as Belgium, a Catholic
stronghold. Protestant reformers seized all the Catholic
parishes in Holland and “de-Catholicized” them. New laws
forbade the celebration of the Mass in public. St. Nicholas
Church was renamed “Old Church” by the new owners,
and the dispossessed Catholics got to work “hiding” St.
Nicholas Parish in the upper floors of this mansion. Other
Catholics did the same thing, but this is the only hidden
church that survives today. Sunday Mass is still celebrated
here.
It’s a beautiful hideaway, with nothing spared in regard to marble, gilding, a pipe organ, and classic Dutch
painting. A few steps away, the Old Church, begun in
1250, stands emptied of the statues and carvings of its
Catholic days, its windows replaced by plain glass. The
new tenants gave up when it came to the ceiling, which is
still painted with saints, biblical scenes, and merchant
ships. The Dutch reformers were tolerant sorts, and as
long as the Catholics kept out of sight, they were out of
mind. Catholicism was at last tolerated in Holland after
1853, but in 1924 when the International Eucharistic
Congress was held in Amsterdam, processions of Catholics were still forbidden in the streets. Today, Roman
Catholics are about 19 percent of the population, and
there’s no need for any of them to hide in the attic.

FOLLOW THE
LEADER
Has any of you ever
played "Follow the
Leader?" Of course you
have! I played the game
when I was a child -- my
father played the game
when he was a child -his father played the
game when he was a
child. Follow the Leader
is a game that is played and enjoyed by children all
over the world. The rules are very simple. You choose
a leader and you follow him wherever he goes -- and
do whatever he does. In our daily lives, too, we play
follow the leader. In school, in Church, in sports, in
any activity we join, there are always leaders. Every
day we are faced with making a choice of which leader
we will follow. But we must be sure to choose a leader
who will lead us in the right direction. Today’s Gospel
tells us how Jesus selected his first disciples and instructed them to follow him as the leader. As Jesus was
walking along the seashore he saw two fishermen, Peter and Andrew and called out to them, "Follow me and
I will make you fishers of men." The Gospel tells us
that they laid down their nets and followed Jesus. Jesus
went a little farther and he saw two more men, James
and John sitting in their boat mending their nets. Jesus
called out to them and the Bible tells us that they left
their boat and their father and followed Jesus (Mt 5:1920). Jesus is still calling people to follow him today.
He has called you and me to follow him. Now it's up to
us to decide if we will follow the Leader.
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1001
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext.1003
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext.1004
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.1007
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 1008
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

- Position Open Bookkeeper, ext.1005

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 1006
e.prete@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Veronica Wong
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

