St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

January 24, 2021 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Times

October 4, 2020

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching, through the educaƟon and formaƟon of our people, young and old, and through
caring service and sensiƟve outreach to those in need.
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 21; Mark 1:14-20

Given these last several months, we don’t need a prophet to tell us
that this world won’t last forever. As Saint Paul reminds us, the
world in its present form is passing away. Jesus may return any
moment at the end of time, but if it’s not during our lifetime, each
of us will one day die. If we have repented, continuously seeking
God’s forgiveness for our sins, believed in the Gospel, and done
our best to follow Jesus, then, God willing, we will see the kingdom of God, where we will enjoy eternal life.
If heaven is the goal, how should we behave? Today’s readings offer a few practical suggestions.
The Ninevites teach us that we should acknowledge our own sinfulness, repent, and seek forgiveness. This is important not only because it is right and just, but also because it is an exercise in humility. The glossary of the catechism
defines humility as “The virtue by which a Christian acknowledges that God is the author of all good. Humility avoids
inordinate ambition or pride, and provides the foundation for turning to God in prayer (2559).” Therefore, humility can
help us grow in holiness.
Saint Paul tells us, essentially, to act in the opposite way as one would expect. We can take this to mean we should
keep our focus not on the things and events of this world, but rather on heaven. We need to live each day knowing that
we are preparing our souls to, hopefully, live in heaven with Jesus and all the saints and angels.
Finally, we see in the Gospel that Jesus tells us simply to repent and believe in the Gospel. He invites the first disciples, Simon and Andrew, to follow him. They do, and likewise with James and John. We learn from this Gospel that
faith includes actively following Christ, even if that means leaving the good things of this world behind. Self-sacrifice
is never easy, but following Christ is the most important thing we can possibly do in this life.
Therefore, let us ask the Eucharistic Lord we are about to receive to help us always remember to keep our eyes fixed
on heaven, because this world in its present form is passing away.
We have left a great deal behind us this past year, let us continue to put our best-foot-forward as we continue our
journey and place our trust in the Lord, that we will continue to be safe and in good health
because of our efforts.
Blessings to you all. Father Tony LaTorre

Liturgy and Life
•
•
•

Do you picture God’s ways as kindness and compassion or as strict adherence to law?
How does your time on earth reflect a response to God’s love?
In responding to God’s call, what are you afraid of leaving behind?

Living Stewardship Now
“The Raw Material”
Someone has suggested that if Jesus were to send his twelve disciples for psychological testing today he might receive this reply: “Thank you for submitting the résumés of the twelve men you have picked for managerial positions in
your new organization. All of them have taken our complete battery of tests. In addition, we arranged personality interviews for each of your candidates with our psychologists and vocational aptitude consultants. It is the opinion of our
staff that most of your nominees are lacking in the background, education, and skills necessary for the success of your
enterprise. None of them shows an understanding of the team concept. Simon Peter is impulsive and would benefit from
anger-management counseling. Andrew has no measureable leadership qualities. The two brothers, James and John,
place personal ambition above company loyalty. Thomas shows a skeptical attitude that would tend to undermine morale. In his previous business, Matthew was blacklisted by the Jerusalem Better Business Bureau. James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus definitely have radical political leanings, and appear to have unstable temperaments. One of the
candidates, however, shows real potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, possesses excellent social skills,
and has contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as
your comptroller and right-hand man.”
Today Jesus calls us. Like Peter, we lack faith. Like Andrew, we have much to learn. Like James
and John, we are selfish. Like Matthew, we have a past. Like Thomas, we sometimes doubt. If Jesus
could use them, he can certainly use us. With God’s help, we too can grow from strength to strength
and accomplish great things for God and the Kingdom. The call to follow Jesus is urgent. Answer now.
God does not demand moral perfection before you can be of worthy service.
God asks for a loving heart and a willingness to stick with your commitment.

CRABFEED 2021
Dear St. Stephen Community and Supporters,
We wanted to let you know that the St. Stephen
Crab Feed will not take place in person but will
be a Drive-Thru Event this year Your safety is of
utmost importance. As much as we would love to
come together for another amazing Crab Feed, it
has become clear that there is no way we can responsibly conduct an event of that magnitude
during our current COVID-19 pandemic and the
restrictions that remain in place within our county.
As you know, St. Stephen’s Crab Feed has become an annual celebration when the St. Stephen community comes together for an evening
spent in our beautiful parish facility, Donworth
Hall. It’s a party with a purpose! Each year, your
ticket purchase supports St. Stephen Parish and
helps to keep our doors open.
I’d like to invite you to continue to support St.
Stephen Parish by joining us for
St. Stephen’s Crab Feed Drive-Thru on
February 20 (moved due to a delay in crab
season) or by donating what you would
have previously spent on tickets and purchases at the St. Stephen Parish Crab Feed.
You can place your order online at saintstephensf.org/crabfeed or call the parish office at
(415) 681-2444 to request and submit a form.
(Order forms can also be found in the church vestibule, parish office or at the back of this bulletin)
We look forward to the day when we can all gather again for St. Stephen’s Annual Crab Feed celebration. We hope you will be there with us!!
Until then, thank you for being a part of our
community and thank you for your generous support. We would also like to thank the Men’s
Guild, St. Stephen Parish Council, and the Women’s Guild, for their continued support.
For any questions, please contact Carol or Shay
at info@saintstpehensf.org.
Warm regards,
Father Tony

For Reflection:
If Jesus were coming today, would he look at
our actions and say, “Well done”?
What have we done for the least of our brothers and sisters, and thus for him?

DAILY MASS ON
LIVESTREAM !!!
at 8:00 a.m. on Facebook ,
YouTube & Instagram!
Or go to
ww.SaintStephenSF.org
to attend our daily Mass!

Fr. Tony‘s Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist

Every Sunday, at 9:30 am, we continue to go live
from our St. Stephen Parish website,
www.saintstephensf.org. Click on the Facebook link
on the top of the page and it will directly connect you
to our livestream mass. Here you can participate in
the live community chat stream during the mass.
If you do not have a Facebook account, no need to
worry! Go to our website, www.saintstephensf.org, scroll down
and you will also be able to join the livestream mass right on our
website. You can also watch our livestream mass every Sunday
at 9:30am via YouTube and Instagram!

Ways and Means to Help and
Support Our Church
As we go our daily life within the state and city-wide
mandate of “Stay-at-Home” for the next few weeks due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, please remember that we
continue to look forward to your regular weekly donations to sustain our church’s basic operation needs.
You may continue to do so through the following:
1) via your weekly envelope which can either be:
a. Mailed to the Parish Office;
b. Dropped off at our parish office/mailbox slot.
2) If at this time, you are strictly confined in your
home, please consider setting up an online account
through the parish website: www.saintstephensf.org
by:
a. Click the $ Giving button
b. Click on Donation link
c. Follow instructions to set up your account online
3) If neither of the above works for you, please give us a
call at the office, and we will gladly pick up your donation envelope for the parish or help you set up your
online donation.
For more information, please give us a call at 415-6812444. between 9am to 3pm Mondays thru Fridays or
check our website www.saintstephensf.org
St Stephen Church provides Online Giving -- a
convenient and safe way to make a one-time
or recurring donation. Getting started is
easy. Visit www.s aintstephensf.org, click on Donation link. . When you participate, your gift will
be securely transferred directly into the parish.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 24, 2021

The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.
— Mark 1:15

Monday, Jan 25
8:00 a.m.

† Felicisima Garcia

Tuesday, Jan 26
8:00 a.m.

† Lucy Linda Lee

(By: Ruby Roque)

(By: Edison Ong)

Wednesday, Jan 27
8:00 a.m.
† Craig Vasconcellos
Thursday, Jan 28
8:00 a.m.

(By: Betty Ganduglia)

Regina Lirazan, Sp Int

(By: Fely Boquiren)

Friday, Jan 29
8:00 a.m.

† Mary Garzie

Saturday, Jan 30
8:00 a.m.

† Edison Caybyab

4:30 p.m.

† Madeline McGoldrick

Sunday, Jan 31
8:00 a.m.

† Robert Yared

9:30 a.m.

† Laura Katherine Tershy

(By: Judy Frates)

(By: Adelle Caunan)

(By: Imelda & James Daly)

(By: Dorothy Over)

(By: Loving Family)

Note: Due to Health Guidelines affecting our daily and weekend Mass
schedule, Mass intentions for affected Mass times may have been
rescheduled to another date.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The Ninevites turn from their evil
ways in response to Jonah’s message (Jonah 3:1-5, 10).

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
Tuesday: Ss. Timothy and Titus
Wednesday: St. Angela Merici;
Tu B’Shvat (Jewish new year of trees)
begins at sunset
Thursday: St. Thomas Aquinas

Prayer Against Coronavirus
Lord Jesus, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and
protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious
illness. For all that have died from it, have mercy,
for those that are ill now, bring healing.
For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them;
for medical caregivers helping the sick,
strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain the spread,
grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace.
May your precious blood be our defense and salvation.
By your grace, may you turn the evil of disease
into moments of consolation and hope.
May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness.
We abandon ourselves to your infinite mercy.
Amen.

Psalm — Teach me your ways, O Lord (Psalm 25).
Second Reading — The world in its present form is
passing away (1 Corinthians 7:29-31).
Gospel — Jesus proclaims, “Repent, and believe in the
gospel.” The new disciples abandon their nets and follow him (Mark 1:14-20).

NEED A PRIESTLY VISIT?

Please know that if you are homebound, sick, aging, preparing for a surgical procedure, recovering from a surgical procedure. Or find yourself in the hospital unexpectedly – your pastor is most happy to visit you with Holy
Communion and Anointing of the Sick. One does NOT
have to be in a state of “end-of-life” for the anointing. It
can be administered to any one, at any time one feels
physically or emotionally “low” in life. Please call the
office if we can help. We have been finding out about
“sick” parishioners “when it is too late.”
Please give us a call – we are here for you!

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Boboy Balce, Caroline Zidek, Gabriel Agudo,
Isabela Vicente, Marino Tulao, Rommel Plondaya,
Robert Liam, Zaida Ysip, Leanna Mossi, Elena Amaya,
Eden Finn, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Kenneth Fambrini,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Marc Gutierres,
Kevin King, Marla Moso, Joel Rivera,
Gwendolyn Walsh, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names

Archdiocese of San Francisco
Respect Life Event Happening
This January
Jan. 27, 2021_ Human Trafficking Series: Jan. 27, Feb. 8 &
25, March 9 ( Zoom) at 6:30 PM. Sign up at sfarch.org/
seminars, For questions: prolife@sfarch.org

The Call of the Apostles
“The evangelists were not precise chroniclers of Jesus’
words and works. Rather each inspired writer, with his own
personal talents and sources, has taken the oral tradition
preserved within his community and has shaped a Gospel
according to his own Christological and soteriological insights, and in keeping with the pastoral situation and concerns of his readers. For this reason, the same events, e.g.,
Jesus’ calling of his disciples, have been presented somewhat differently by each of the evangelists.” (http://
www.ncrpub.org). Just like Matthew’s, Mark’s account of
this call is very brief. Jesus calls two pairs of brothers –
Andrew and Peter, James and John – inviting them to become his disciples. The men respond immediately, leaving
their nets, their boats, and their father “in the boat along
with the hired men, (1:20),” to follow Jesus. These fishermen immediately accept Jesus’ invitation to use their skills
to “fish for people.” Abandoning their nets is a way of
speaking of what must be left behind when one embraces
radical discipleship. Usually rabbinical students sought out
their teachers and attached themselves to them. However,
Jesus, as rabbi, takes the initiative and calls some probably
less-than-ideal candidates to be his students. The disciples
were simple fishermen with no great background. In Cicero's ranking of occupations (De Off 1.150-51), owners of
cultivated land appear first and fishermen last.
What Jesus needs are ordinary folk who will give Him
themselves. What Christ needs is not our ability, but our
availability. What Jesus teaches His disciples is not a
course of study, but a way of life to follow. Hence, Jesus
offers these men the opportunity to observe him at close
range on a daily basis. Perhaps Peter, Andrew, James, and
John fundamentally misunderstood the call and believed it
to be the way out of their poverty and powerlessness. Here
was a call to a new life in which they would have power
and authority and would be respected by everyone as a result.

Then We Can Have the Greatest Renewal
Years ago, Richard Cardinal Cushing (b.
August 24, 1895- d. Nov. 2, 1970. Archbishop of Boston 1944-1970 created Cardinal, 1958), wrote: “If all the sleeping
folks will wake up, and all the lukewarm
folks will fire up, and all the disgruntled
folks will sweeten up, and all the discouraged folks will cheer up, and all the
depressed folks will look up, and all the estranged folks will
make up, and all the gossiping folks will shut up, and all the
dry bones will shake up, and all the true soldiers will stand up,
and all the Church members will pray up, and if the Savior of
all will be lifted up . . . then we can have the greatest renewal
this world has ever known. Amen.”

WE MADE IT!!!
Campaign Goal:
Payments received:
AAA Balance:

$ 99,663.00
$ 99,663.00
$ 0.00

THANK YOU to all who continue to support our parish
in meeting its financial obligations! Fr. Tony

“Follow Me”
Billy Graham was in a certain town
years ago, and he wanted to mail a
letter, but he had no idea where the
Post Office was. So he stopped a
little boy walking the street and
asked him if he could direct him to
the nearest Post Office. Well, the little boy said, "Yes sir,
go down to the red light, turn right, go two blocks to the
second red light, turn left, go one block, turn back to the
right and you will be right there." Dr. Graham thanked him
and said, "Son, if you will come to the Convention Center
this evening, you can hear me telling everybody how to get
to Heaven." The boy said, "Well, I don't think I'll be there,
Mister; you don't even know your way to the Post Office."
Well I want to tell you that Jesus not only knows the way
to Heaven, He is the Way to Heaven. He not only knows
how to live, He is Life more abundant. The very first command He ever gave to any disciple was: "Follow Me." For
that is where discipleship begins and ends, in following
Jesus.

Additional “Thoughts” from
Today’s Scripture
1)Let us appreciate our call to be Christ’s disciples: Every one
of us is called by God, both individually and collectively. The
mission of preaching, teaching, and healing which Jesus began
in Galilee is now the responsibility of the Church. Our own
unique vocation and our relationship with the risen Lord are
the same as that of the universal Church. Be we religious,
priests, married or single people, we are all called, and in this
call we become what God wants us to be. The call, of course,
begins with our Baptism and the other Sacraments of Initiation, is strengthened throughout the years with the Eucharist
and Reconciliation, healed and consoled by Anointing, and
(for those so called), made manifest in Matrimony, or Holy
Orders. God is relentless in calling us back to Himself, even
when we stray away from Him. Perhaps, God is asking us to
see His hand in unexpected changes, reminding us that we are
a pilgrim people who cannot be settled down into comfortable
routine! Even when the changes are, apparently, not for the
better, how we deal with them is what matters.
2) Let us be thankful to God for His Divine grace of calling us
to be members of the true Church. Let us make personal efforts to see in her the Light of Christ and to grow in holiness,
learning the truths that are revealed through the Church and
receiving her Sacraments. Let us be shining lights in the world
as Christ was and make a personal effort to bring others to the
truth and the light, so that they may rejoice with us in the Mystical Body of Christ, the invisible Kingdom of God.
3) God is constantly calling each one of us to repent, to confess our sins, to do penance, and to amend our lives. I cannot
receive communion if I have sinned mortally, without first
confessing my sins and receiving absolution in the Sacrament
of Penance (Confession) (CCC #1415). If I do receive communion while not in the state of grace, I have committed a sin
of irreligion called a sacrilege which is a very serious offense
against the 1st Commandment (CCC #2120). Is God calling
me right now to respond to His call to repent by seeking out a
priest and making a good confession?

“Follow the Leader”
Has any of you ever played "Follow the Leader?" Of
course you have! I played the game when I was a child -my father played the game when he was a child -- his father
played the game when he was a child. Follow the Leader is
a game that is played and enjoyed by children all over the
world. The rules are very simple. You choose a leader and
you follow him wherever he goes -- and do whatever he
does. In our daily lives, too, we play follow the leader. In
school, in Church, in sports, in any activity we join, there
are always leaders. Every day we are faced with making a
choice of which leader we will follow. But we must be sure
to choose a leader who will lead us in the right direction.
Today’s Gospel tells us how Jesus selected his first disciples and instructed them to follow him as the leader. As
Jesus was walking along the seashore he saw two fishermen, Peter and Andrew, and called out to them, "Follow
me and I will make you fishers of men." The Gospel tells us
that they laid down their nets and followed Jesus. Jesus
went a little farther and he saw two more men, James and
John sitting in their boat mending their nets. Jesus called
out to them and the Bible tells us that they left their boat
and their father and followed
Jesus (Mt 5:19-20). Jesus is still
calling people to follow him
today. He has called you and
me to follow him. Now it's up
to us to decide if we will follow
the Leader.

Four Reasons Why People
Do Not Catch Fish
I have come to the conclusion that there are basically four
reasons why people do not catch fish: (1) Some people are
using the wrong bait. (2) Some people are fishing in the
wrong lake, that is, they don't know where the fish are. (3)
Some people have got the right bait and they're in the right
lake, but they don't know how to fish. (4) Then there are
some people who have the right bait, and they're in the right
lake, and they know how to fish but they're just not going
fishing. The Lord Jesus came not only that we might put
our Faith in Him, but that we might go fishing with Him.
You see, our problem is not that we have the wrong lake.
The water is full of fish. The problem is not that we have
the wrong bait. We have the Gospel which can hook any
fish. Our problem, I believe, is one of ignorance and apathy. There are many Christians who believe they do not
know how to share the Lord Jesus, and then there are many
who just don't want to go.

This Week’s Humor!

1) Good News and Bad News: An old man visits his doctor
and after thorough examination the doctor tells him: "I have
good news and bad news; what would you like to hear first?”
Patient: "Well, let me have the bad news first." Doctor: "You
have cancer. I estimate that you have about two years left."
Patient: "Oh no! That's just awful! In two years my life will
be over! What kind of good news could you probably tell me,
after this?" Doctor: "You also have Alzheimer's. In about
three months you are going to forget everything I told you."
2) Jonah and the whale: There was this Christian lady that had
to do a lot of traveling for her business, so she did a lot of flying. But flying made her nervous so she always took her Bible
along with her to read, and it helped relax her. One time she
was sitting next to a man. When he saw her pull out her Bible
he gave a little chuckle and went back to what he was doing.
After a while he turned to her and asked, "You don't really
believe all that stuff in there do you?" The lady replied "Of
course I do! It is the Bible." He said, "Well what about that
guy that was swallowed by that whale?" She replied "Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that; it is in the Bible. The Bible says Jonah was swallowed by a whale, and I believe it. And if it had
said that Jonah had swallowed the whale, I would believe that
too!" He asked "Well, how do you suppose he survived all
that time inside the whale?" The lady said "Well I don't really
know. I guess when I get to Heaven I will ask him." "What if
he isn't in Heaven?" the man asked sarcastically. "Then you
can ask him when you reach the Hell," replied the lady.
3) The best prayer I ever heard was: "Lord, please make me
the kind of person my dog thinks I am."
4) A young boy wanted to go down to the lake to fish, and his
mother asked him to take his little sister with him. He said,
"Mom, don't make me take her with me. The last time she
came with me, I didn't catch a single fish." The mother said,
"I'll talk to her, and I promise this time she won't make any
noise." The boy said, "Mom, it wasn't the noise. She ate all my
bait!"

“It Takes a Tough Man
to Make a Tender Chicken”
Purdue Farms had the same problem when they tried to expand their chicken business. Their popular slogan tried to appeal to women by making men prepare a chicken dinner. Do
you recall the slogan? It was, "It takes a tough man to make a
tender chicken." Desiring to reach into the Spanish market
they translated their slogan and announced to the entire Latino
world, "It takes a virile man to make a chicken affectionate."
Now that's a personal touch but not the kind I had in mind.
How can we reach others for Christ? We can do it by speaking
their language – understanding their jobs, taking an interest in
their hobbies, speaking to them about their families. We can
do it with a personal touch.
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