St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, February 3, 2019

February 3,2019

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Today, the first reading and the Gospel focus on the gift of
prophecy given to both Jeremiah and Jesus to bring a particular message from God to the people. Perhaps prophecy is one of the most difficult gifts to receive from God, because, as we can see from the readings, good
prophets are not always welcome, either in their native place, as Jesus discovered, or in places that receive difficult or challenging messages from God. But
while prophets might not receive accolades from the people to whom they are
sent, they do receive the assurance that God is with them to give them the
strength and courage they need in their mission.
This assurance is implicit in our Rite of Baptism. By our baptism, we are
anointed priest, prophet and king. That is our mission; these are the roles we
have in evangelizing the world. Saint Paul gives us some insight into this. No matter what other gifts we
might have, we are called to use them and the opportunities God gives us in love – for God and good of
others, and for the salvation of the world. The kind of love that Paul calls us to is challenging; it is not
meant simply to enrich us, make us feel good or inflate our egos. It is meant to benefit the other, to focus
on what’s best for the other person.
This is our challenge as Christians: to couch everything we do, all the spiritual gifts we bring to the
Church, to our families or to our workplaces, with the gift of love, of practical concern for the benefit of
others. As we go about the rest of our week, let us ask God for the special spiritual gift of love to accompany everything we do.
As always, its great having you with us this day as we come together in prayer. May you have a
blessed, safe and healthy week ahead. Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

When has a relationship flourished because you failed to boast when you were right?
How can our parish help people grow in listening to God’s call?
Have you ignored someone in your family or community who may be speaking prophetically?

ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
The 2019 Annual Appeal has begun. Within the last couple of days, registered parishioners should have
received the mailing associated with the appeal, if not, it is on its way. Our required tax this year is
$92,685. I have no doubt that your generosity will help us reach this goal. As always, any funds received
beyond our goal, are returned to the parish to be used for pending projects (carpet replacement, roof repairs, gutter and downspout replacement – just to name a few). If you are not registered, the Annual Appeal brochures are available in the pews or in the festival. I ask that each family give according to your
means – many supporters will help us reach our goal quickly. May you be blessed for your generous support. (Fr. Tony)

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

FUNNY, ISN’T IT!
Funny how a $10.00 bill looks so big when you take it to church, but so small when you
take it to the market.
Funny how big an hour serving God looks and how small 60 minutes are when spent
playing golf, fishing or playing bridge.
Funny how long a couple of hours spent at church are, but how short they are when
watching a movie.
Funny how we get thrilled when a football game goes into overtime, but we complain when a sermon is longer
than the regular time.
Funny how laborious it is to read a chapter in the Bible and how easy it is to read 200-300 pages of a best selling novel.
Funny how we believe what newspapers say, but question what the Bible says.
Funny how people scramble to get a front seat at any game, but scramble to get a back seat at church service.
Funny how we need 2 or 3 weeks to fit a church event into our schedule, but can adjust it for a social event at
the last minute.
Funny how much difficulty some have learning a simple gospel well enough to tell others, but how simple it is
for the same people to understand and explain gossip about someone.
Funny how we can't think of anything to say when we pray, and don't have any difficulty thinking of things to
talk about to a friend.
Funny how we are so quick to take direction from a total stranger when we are lost, but are hesitant to take
God's direction to be found.
Funny how people are so consumed with what others think about them rather than what God thinks about
them.
Funny how so many churchgoers sing "Standing on the Promises" but all they do is sit on the premises.
Funny how people think that they can get more accomplished in a lifetime without God than in an
hour with him.
Funny how everyone wants to go to heaven, provided they don't have to believe, or to think, or to say,
or to do anything.

Funny, isn't it?

WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH?
In Rachel Carson’s book, The Sea Around Us, she describes the microscopic vegetable life of the sea,
which provides food for many of the ocean’s smallest creatures. She tells how these little plants drift thousands of miles wherever the currents carry them, with no power or will of their own to direct their own destiny. The plants are named plankton, a Greek word that means “wandering” or “drifting.” Plankton describes
the wandering plant life of the ocean. [Robert A. Raines, New Life in the Church (San Francisco: Harper &
Row, Publishers, 1961).] Plankton may also be a good way to define the life of the Church today. We are wandering adrift. What is our mission as a Church? Why do we exist? From my studies of Jesus’ ministry and
teachings, I believe we exist for two reasons: one is to reach individual people with the Good News of God’s
love as revealed in Jesus Christ; the second is to influence society to the point that the kingdoms of this earth
more closely resemble the Kingdom of God.

Monday, Feb. 4
8:00 a.m.

† Eleanor LaTorre
(By: Fr. Tony)
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Tuesday, Feb. 5
8:00 a.m.

† Marygrace Dunn

(By: Richard Dunn & Maryanne Daly)

Wednesday, Feb. 6
8:00 a.m.
† Gloria Cagalingan
(By: Cagalingan Family)

Thursday, Feb. 7
8:00 a.m.
St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, Feb. 8
8:00 a.m.

† John Carlin

(By: Gail Cronin)

Saturday, Feb. 9
8:00 a.m.
† Ignacio Sanz
4:30 p.m.

(By: Lasa Family)

† Albert Gragnani
(By:Diane Gragnani)

Sunday, Feb. 10
8:00 a.m
† Andres B. Caunan & Guillermo Ramos
(By: Adele Caunan)
9:30 a.m.
† James McCarthy
(By: John & Kathleen Manning)

11:30 a.m.

† Hank Hansel

6:45 p.m.

† Jorge Illenberger

(By: Dell Cutone)
(By: Marilu Illenberger)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — I am with you to deliver
you, says the LORD (Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19).
Psalm — I will sing of your salvation
(Psalm 71).

Second Reading — If I have all faith so as
to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing
(1 Corinthians 12:31 — 13:13 [13:4-13]).

Gospel — No prophet is accepted in the prophet’s
hometown (Luke 4:21-30).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Feb. 3 - Faith Formation, RCIA
Sunday, Feb. 10 - Faith Formation 3rd &
6th Grades
Sunday, Feb. 17 - Men’s Club
Donuts will not be served until completion of mass.

Monday, Feb. 4
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
Tuesday, Feb. 5
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Feb. 6
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/EC
Thursday, Feb. 7
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 9.m.
Men’s Club/Hall
Friday, Feb. 8
1:50p.m.
School Social/ Hall
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Feb. 9
9:00 a.m.
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Father-Daughter Dance/Hall
Sunday, Feb. 10
7:00 p.m. Adult Volleyball/Gym

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 3, 2019

Faith, hope, and love remain, these three;
but the greatest of these is love. — 1 Corinthians 3:13

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Boy Scouting Sunday
Tuesday: St. Agatha;
Chinese New Year 4717
Wednesday: St. Paul Miki and Companions
Friday:
St. Jerome Emiliani;
St. Josephine Bakhita;
International Day of Prayer and Awareness
against Human Trafficking
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

P

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for
all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

OUR HUMOR FOR THE WEEK
A cab driver reaches the Pearly Gates and announces his presence to St. Peter, who looks
him up in his Big Book. Upon reading the entry for the cabby, St. Peter invites him to grab a silk
robe and a golden staﬀ and to proceed into Heaven. A preacher is next in line behind the cabby and
has been watching these proceedings with interest. He announces himself to St. Peter. Upon scanning the preacher's entry in the Big Book, St. Peter furrows his brow and says, "Okay, we'll let you in, but you will have
only a co on robe and wooden staﬀ." The preacher is astonished and replies, "But I am a man of the cloth. You gave
that cab driver a gold staﬀ and a silk robe. Surely, I rate higher than a cabby." St. Peter responded ma er-of-factly:
"Here we are interested in results. When you preached, people slept. When the cabby drove his taxi, people prayed."

+ + + + + + +
There was a feud between the Pastor and the Choir Director of a Bap st church. It seems the first hint of
trouble came when the Pastor preached on “Dedica ng oneself to service” and the Choir Director chose to sing: "I
Shall Not Be Moved." Trying to believe it was a coincidence, the Pastor put the incident behind him. The next Sunday
he preached on “giving”. A erwards, the choir squirmed as the director led them in
the hymn: "Jesus Paid It All." By this me, the Pastor was losing his temper. Sunday
morning a endance swelled as the tension between the two built. A large crowd
showed up the next week to hear his sermon on the “sin of gossiping." Would you
believe the Choir Director selected, "I Love to Tell the Story.” There was no turning
back. The following Sunday the Pastor told the congrega on that unless something
changed he was considering resigna on. The en re church gasped when the Choir
Director led them in: “Why Not Tonight?” Truthfully, no one was surprised when the
Pastor resigned a week later, explaining that Jesus had led him there and Jesus was

National Marriage Week
Every year, February 7 through 14, is
National Marriage Week USA. It is a
time to celebrate the gift that marriage is to our Church and reflect on
how we can build up a culture of life
and love that supports marriage and family.
Our 2019 theme is “Marriage: Made for a Reason.” The
Archdiocese joins in the nationwide initiative with Catholics and other Christians as we celebrate marriage and
family, the “first society” for all of us. For additional information please go to
hopfnere@sfarch.org
nationalmarriageweekusa.org

ClickToPray
During last Sunday’s Angelus
prayer in St. Peter's Square, Pope
Francis unveiled his own user
profile in
the official app of the Pope's
Worldwide Prayer Network.
ClickToPray is a platform that
invites people around the world
to accompany the Pope in a mission of compassion. It has a website and a mobile app,
and is available in six languages (Spanish, English, Italian, French, Portuguese, and German). The pope invites
everyone, and especially youth, to download the app. For
complete information, visit the website. ClicPope Francis
ClickToPray App

clicktopray.org

Our 20,000 Square Foot Parish Center
is Available to Rent for Special Occasions

Join Our St. Stephen Choir

Call Shay Ingelfinger at 415 681-2444 ext. 33 for information regarding the hourly rate available for our parishioners. Web site: www.sfeventcenter.org

GREATNESS
The measure of greatness is not the number of
servants you have, but the number of people you
serve.
Anonymous

Please consider joining our
St. Stephen Choir!
All Ages Are Welcome
Contact Our choir director; Rhonda
Smith at (415) 681-2444 Ext. 8, or
her email at

music@saintstephensf.org

Deacon’s Corner

St. Stephen’s Book Club

Catholic Charities
Volunteer Opportunity
Catholic Charities is partnering with
the Archdiocese to find good Catholic
families who would like to mentor migrant unaccompanied minors. A lot of these kids need very basic needs
like being driven to court hearings, getting help applying
for a library card, getting enrolled in school, and other
things many kids take for granted. Time commitment is
flexible and there is a half day training course to make
sure mentors are prepared.
With Lent coming around the corner, I think this might
be a great program for parishioners to discern being part of.
To learn more about the program, please visit
http://www.sfarch.org/care
If you’d like to help with this program in any way, please
contact :
Martin Ford
Social Action Coordinator
Office of Human Life & Dignity
Archdiocese of San Francisco
martin@sfarch.org
office: (415) 614-5500 x5569
mobile: (415) 793-2709

Archdiocese of San Francisco
Wedding Anniversary Celebration
All husbands and wives celebrating a “5-year
wedding anniversary”(5, 10, 15 … 35, 40), or
over 40 years in 2019 are invited to attend and
be recognized.
Saturday, February 9, 2019
10:00 am Mass followed by reception
$25 suggested donation per family
Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption
1111 Gough Street, San Francisco
Registration required
www.anniversarymass.net or call (415) 614-5680
Please register by: February 1, 2019
Questions/information: (415) 614-5680
Celebrant: His Excellency Robert F. Christian, O.P.

PLANNING
If you are planning for a year, sow rice.
If you are planning for a decade, plant trees.
If you are planning for a lifetime, educate a person.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 01/27/19

$ 5,079.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God

St. Stephen’s Book Club meets the 2nd Saturday of each
month. Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Contact Mary Molly in the parish office for more information
at faithformation@saintstephenSF.org. Our book for January 2019 was "The Man I Never Met: A Memoir" by
Adam Schefter. A powerful true story of
loss and hope by one of the biggest names
in sports media.
Our February 2019 book is “Dare to Be
Kind: How Extraordinary Compassion
Can Transform Our World” by Lizzie
Velasquez.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
The song of the angels, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” resounds
from our lips at every Mass. There was a widespread belief in the first religions of the world that God stirred creation into being by a word, a song, a musical note. Music
and a sense of God’s presence have always been inseparable. In the liturgy, your voice is invited into this song as
the priest names the reasons for our praise. “Heaven and
earth are full of your glory,” and we are not passive onlookers, but participants in this glory. Catholic prayer no
longer assigns this angelic hymn to a choir, but gives it to
you to sing. Even if your voice is thought to be suitable
only for a well insulated shower stall, you are called into
this song.
We are born to sing—just listen to a baby testing the
full range of newly discovered vocal abilities. Soon we
get shushed and hushed into quiet, and given lots of messages that our voices are unwanted, and that we need to
raise our hands in order to be heard. All of that is overturned in liturgy, the place where God waits to hear us
come alive in the song of all creation. In heaven, everyone’s in the choir; why not start practicing now?
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
(Please include this prayer in your daily journeys)

God our Father, in Your love and providence,
You call each of us to a holy life.
We pray for young people in the
Archdiocese of San Francisco. Open their
hearts and minds to know the vocation
You have planned for them for all eternity.
If they are being invited to follow You as a
Priest, Brother, or Sister, give them a generous
heart to respond to Your challenging call
and the strength to follow wherever
You lead them. May families desire to please You
by encouraging and supporting vocations
within their homes.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
our Good Shepherd. Amen.
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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