St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
People in ancient Israel and Judah had a very limited concept of sin and grace. For
many, God was a distant figure – one who had little patience and almost no mercy.
There were real and lasting consequences for sin, and one of the worst was leprosy. It
was thought to be a consequence of sin, and, as such, untreatable – and the sin unforgiveable. For the Jewish person trying to keep and observe all the laws of ritual purity,
touching a leper could make you unclean and bring upon you all their misfortunes.
For thousands of years lepers were, for all intents and purposes, the “walking dead.”
Their diagnosis cut them off from their families and left them on the furthest fringes of society. They could
not work or have a family; they were deprived of their dignity, and treated as subhuman. They had to stay out
of the towns, touch no one but other lepers, leave their heads uncovered in the hot, desert sun, and ring a bell
calling out “unclean, unclean!” to deter other people from making contact with them, even by accident.
As we know, Jesus did not come to congratulate the worldly, the wealthy and the wise, he came to lift
up the last, the lowest, the least, the lame, and even the lepers. Jesus touches the man in today’s Gospel
which, given the ritual purity laws of the time, is something he should never have done, and in that moment,
two miracles occurred. The man has his humanity restored to him by the loving touch of Christ, and then his
skin is healed.
In healing the leper, we see a miracle not unlike the raising of Lazarus from the dead. Jesus took a man,
as good as dead, and gave him his life back. Isn’t it strange that Jesus does not want this man to tell anyone
about who is responsible for his good fortune? But Jesus has his reasons. He wants people to believe in him
because of faith, not because of fame.
Jesus was able to work this amazing feat for this desperate soul because he did everything for the glory
of God, as Paul suggested in the second reading. He is not alone. The Church has raised up countless saints
who have imitated the selfless love of Christ in working with the sick, the diseased and the poor – chief
among them the recently canonized saints, Mother Teresa of Calcutta and Saint Damien, the Leper Priest of
Molokai. Their charity was not for their own benefit, but that others may be saved. That is where our time,
talent and treasure can do the greatest good – when we use all that God has given us to lift up the last, the
lowest and the least all around us.
Blessings to you for praying with us today and as we prayer to being our Lenten journeys this Wednesday, I pray that your journeys will be prayerful and spiritually rewarding. Have a pleasant and healthy week.

Father Tony
LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How can you grow in compassion during Lent?
Is there an area of your life that needs to be healed? Will you call on the Lord for healing?
How can our parish help members understand the option of preference for the poor?

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
“In Case Your Forgot”
Last weekend I introduced the 2018 Annual Appeal as the letters from myself and Archbishop Cordileone
were mailed out, along with the brochure outlining the drive. If you did not make a pledge or give a contribution to the Appeal this past week, please take time to do so this week. We invite everyone to share a portion of
God’s blessings with others by supporting the Annual Appeal. No gift is too small (or too big). Please give
from the heart. We hope for 100 percent participation of our parish this year. If you did not receive the
“giving” brochure in the mail, they are available in the pew rack or on the table in the vestibule or you may
call the parish office and one will be mailed to you. Thank you for your support of our archdiocesan ministries and services. (Fr. Tony).

Monday, Feb. 12
8:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13
8:00 a.m.

Ken Fambrini Sp. Int.

(By: Rosary Club)

Ema Teodoro Sp. Int.

(By: Charlie & Shirley Dee)

Wednesday, Feb. 14 Ash Wednesday
8:00 a.m.
† Augusto & Cecilia Norona
11:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

(By: Gilby Francisco & family)
School Mass

Thursday, Feb. 15
8:00 a.m.
† Maggi McDonald
(By: Fely)

Friday, Feb. 16
8:00 a.m.
† Charlie Confrey

(By: Liam & Mary Frost)

Saturday, Feb. 17
8:00 a.m.
† James Ming-Sum Wu

Monday, Feb. 12
12:00 p.m.
50+ Club/Hall
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
3:30 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church
Tuesday, Feb. 13
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Feb. 14
7:30 p.m.
SVDP Conf./Parish Office
Thursday, Feb. 15
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Friday, Feb. 16
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Feb. 17
Sunday, Feb. 18
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
Our online website includes a community events calendar.

(By: Grace N. Wu)

3:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† John Carlin

(By: Gail Cronin)

Sunday, Feb. 18
8:00 a.m
† Alfred Borzoloski
(By: Maria Borzoloski)

9:30 a.m.

† Philip Dunne

11:30 a.m.

† Luzfe Torres

(By: Fr. Tony)
(By: Laarni Gusto)

6:45 p.m.

† Carol Reidy
(By: Ed Reidy)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

Mass and Distribution of Ashes
8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Second Collections
Next Weekend

NEW ALTAR SERVERS
If you are a parishioner of St. Stephen Parish and
you would like your child to become an Altar
Server, please contact Giovanna Hrvatin at
hrvatin@att.net for more information. All students in grades 5, 6 and 7 are welcome to join the
Altar Servers. Training will begin this month.

P

lease pray for the sick
and homebound of our
community and for all those
written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry
Barbiere, Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Emma Lew, Al Gragnani,
Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Maria Matthews, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson,
Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office for names of people that we should pray
for this month or should remain on this list longer .

A second collection will be taken
February 17 & 18 for:

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

A CHILD’S GIFT
Give a little love to a child, and you get a great
deal back. —John Ruskin

Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

ASH WEDNESDAY
Season of Lent, Begins
This Wednesday, February 14th, the
Season of Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday. Our Services here at
Saint Stephens’ will be: 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. and
7:30 in the evening. Ashes will be distributed during each of those Masses.
FASTING AND ABSTINENCE
REGULATIONS FOR LENT
• Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the
Fridays in Lent including GOOD FRIDAY.
• Everyone 18 years of age and under 60 years of
age is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday.
• On these two days of fast and abstinence only
one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be
taken according to each one’s needs, but together
they should not equal one full meal. Eating between
meals is not permitted on these two days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices, are allowed.
When health or ability to work would be seriously
affected, the law does not oblige.
• To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is a serious matter.
Going to Mass every Sunday, doing acts of charity,
forgiveness, and good deeds of virtue are obligations
of daily life of Catholics especially during Lent.

Catholic Charities Lenten Tours
and Volunteer Opportunities
During Lent, Catholic Charities invites you to practice
compassion by:
touring one of our programs serving the poor and vulnerable; share your time by volunteering; tutoring; serving
food or leading activities; donating to those in need.
Regina O’Connor, Volunteer Manager, 415 972-1297

February 11, 2018
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the
glory of God.
— 1 Corinthians 10:31

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 02/04/18
2nd Collections: Building Repairs

$6,906
$2,154

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Feb. 11 - Julia Martin
Sunday, Feb 18 - Siobhan Barber
Sunday, Feb. 25 - Faith Formation

SAINT FRANCIS AND THE LEPER
Today’s Scripture lessons teach us that the
sick and the maimed are not to be objects of
scorn, but potential reservoirs of God's mercy for
us. St. Francis of Assisi, for instance, understood
this. At one time in his life, he had a terrible fear of
lepers. Then one day when he was out for a walk, he
heard the warning bell that lepers were required to
ring in the Middle Ages. When a leper emerged
from a clump of trees, St. Francis saw that he was
horribly disfigured. Half of his nose had been eaten
away; his hands were stubs without fingers and his
lips were oozing white
pus. Instead of giving
in to his fears, Francis
ran forward, embraced
the leper and kissed
him. Francis’ life was
never the same after
that episode. He had
found a new relationship with God, a new
sensitivity to others and
a new energy for his
ministry.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Marriage Day;
World Day of the Sick
Monday:
Lincoln’s Birthday
Tuesday:
Mardi Gras; Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday; Valentine’s Day;
Fast and Abstinence
Friday:
Abstinence; Chinese New Year 4716
Saturday: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite
Order
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The leper will dwell apart, making an
abode outside the camp (Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46).
Psalm — I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you
fill me with the joy of salvation (Psalm 32).
Second Reading — Do everything for the glory of God
(1 Corinthians 10:31 — 11:1).
Gospel — The leprosy left him immediately, and he was
made clean (Mark 1:40-45).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GRIEF SUPPORTGROUP
St. Gabriel Church –All Are Welcome
The Grief Group will start up again in February, beginning on Monday, Feb. 12. We will meet in the Parish
Center at St. Gabriel’s, beginning at 9:30 a.m. (255940th Ave.) Please bring a pen and a journal as there will
be opportunity each time for writing, an essential piece
of the grief process. This series will begin with some
general background on the grief process. We will watch
a 15-20 min. video and have some time for sharing. It is

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon, 2/12: Aidan Dugan, Eoghan Daly
Tues, 2/13: Sarah Tuvo, Olivia Schot
Wed, 2/14: Bianca Hallinan, John Brooks
7:30pm: Aidan Flocchini, Patrick Linehan
Thurs, 2/15: Gino Andrini, Adrian Di Lena
Fri, 2/16: Catherine Alcantara, Beckett Andersen
Saturday, Feb. 17
8:00 a.m. Aidan Dugan
4:30 p.m. Gina Zevallos, Evelyn Ongpin, Tess Bankovich
Sunday, Feb. 18
8:00 a.m. Elise Ramsey, Matteo Guzamn, Dory Miller,
9:30 a.m. Melissa Hua, Niamh Concannon, Molly Linehan
11:30 a.m Hannah Morello, Cian O’Donoghue, Chris Bautista
6:45p.m. Daniela Cerrri, Ben Corvi, Lauren Boiland
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who
faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Today’s Gospel centers on the plight of a leper and
Jesus’ response of healing. In Hawaii, the bacterium that
causes leprosy probably entered from China in the mid1800s, and the native islanders were susceptible to the
dreaded disease. In 1866, the government literally dumped
the sufferers on a remote and virtually inaccessible island
peninsula with towering cliffs. Thrown off ships into the
sea, the sick people were told to swim for the beach and
head for caves, and for seven years the only supplies were
similarly cast into the sea to drift ashore. It was then, 1873,
that a thirty-three-year-old Belgian priest, Damien de
Veuster, went voluntarily to Kalaupapa. Before long, he
cajoled the government into funding his mission and its
hospital, built a village with proper homes and sanitation,
and recruited Mother Marianne Cope to bring sisters from
Syracuse, New York, to nurse the sick. Damien, who eventually died of leprosy, has been canonized, and Mother
Marianne as well.
Although leprosy has been curable since the 1940s,
today a few patients remain in their lifelong home, now a
national historic site. The peninsula is still utterly isolated
from the outside world, and the speed limit for the few
cars there is 5 mph since there’s nowhere to go! The hospital is still well-staffed and equipped, but access is regulated and visitors must take an official tour, often involving a descent down the cliffs by “Molakai mule.” There
are few places on earth that evoke the healing power of
Jesus, or our call to follow the Healer, more than
Damien’s beloved island mission.

JOKE OF THE WEEK
A pastor caught leprosy? He had read
that the early signs are loss of feeling in
the limbs, and was always pinching his
legs, and if it hurt, he was reassured.
On one occasion at a dinner with the parishioners he
reached under the table and pinched his leg. He couldn't
feel a thing. He pinched it again - harder this time. Still
no sensation. The pastor visibly blanched and blurted out,
" Oh, no! I've got leprosy!" A young lady sitting next to
him asked: "But how do you know?" "Well, one of the
early signs is loss of feeling in the leg. I've just pinched
my leg twice and I didn't feel a thing!" The young lady
remarked, "It was my leg you were pinching, pastor."

SAINT DAMIEN OF
MOLOKAI
85,000 people who gathered
in a football stadium in Brussels, to celebrate the centenary of Blessed Damien,
the leper priest (beatified by
Pope St, John Paul II, in
1995). Father Damien had
lived for sixteen years in a
remote corner of one of the
remotest islands in the Pacific. He worked with lepers and, like Jesus in today's Gospel, word spread
about him far and near. He was written about in
newspapers from England to Australia. The day of
our gathering was a national holiday in Belgium.
The king and queen attended. The whole country
was en fete. And all for one man who spent sixteen
years working at the back of beyond, but working in
Jesus' name, and doing his work. It coincided - with
the centenary of the birth of Adolf Hitler; and there
were no celebrations. [Blessed Damien was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI, October 11, 2009; his
feast day is celebrated May 10th. There is a beautiful song by Marilla Ness called "He Touched Me."
It has a haunting melody, and the words are powerful and moving. "He touched me and oh, the joy that
fills my soul; something happened: now I know: he
touched me, and made me whole."Today’s Gospel
describes how the healing touch of Jesus made a
leper whole.
(Lyrics & music: https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/
elvispresley/hetouchedme.html,
https://youtu.be/96gOjU54YOs

A Church Accessible!
Saint Stephen Church is left open Monday through Saturday
from after the morning Mass until 4:00 p.m. This gives you the
opportunity to stop by and make a person/private visit with the
Blessed Sacrament and to offer your prayers in a quiet, warm
and comfortable atmosphere
So, when you are out for an afternoon walk or returning home
from shopping or work -- feel free to stop by.

Global Catholic Climate Movement
Are you looking for a way to deepen your faith, learn more
about care for creation, and work with others to take concrete
action on climate change? The Global Catholic Climate Movement is beginning the Laudato Si’ Animators course this Lent,
an online program that provides training on climate change and
Laudato Si’, as well as training on how to educate others and
change our own lives to curb the climate impact. For more
information, visit website: bit.ly/Animators2018.

Volunteer Opportunity to Prevent
Human Trafficking:
Training offered for volunteers who are willing to give
out posters to hotels and motels in San Francisco that
lists helpful information for victims of human trafficking.
All supplies are provided (posters, script of what to say,
list of hotels to deliver to).
California Senate Bill 1193 (SB 1193) requires specified
businesses and other establishments to post a notice that
contains information related to labor and sex trafficking.
The notice (poster) is written in three languages. It has a
toll free number to call when an individual is or knows of
an individual that is being trafficked. In 2018, posters
will be distributed to motels and hotels in San Francisco.

Volunteer Training: Sunday
March 4, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.
University of San Francisco Campus
Xavier Hall (Fromm Center)
2497 Golden Gate Avenue, 94118
Parking will be available at the USF parking lots.

CATHOLIC DOCTORS NEEDED:
Mission Doctors Association will hold a
Weekend Retreat / Seminar, March 9-11
Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles
This retreat is for Catholic MD, DDS, PA, NP who have
considered serving for one month at Catholic Missions in
Africa and Latin America. Visit our web site to learn
more: www.MissionDoctors.org/lmu
Since 1959, Mission Doctors Association has trained,
sent and supported Catholic doctors and their families
who come from across the United States to serve people
of all faiths in some of the most under-served areas of the
world. This mission of healing provides direct patient
care and training for local professionals striving toward
the goal of sustainable health care.
Please help us spread the word about
our Spring Retreat!
The weekend will provide the opportunity to reflect on
the call to serve in light of faith, hear about the specific
locations currently seeking medical professionals, hear
from doctors and their spouses who have served at these
locations, and includes presentations on the Theology of
Mission, common medical issues faced, and the practical
aspects of service related to visas and licensing.
Those interested are invited to complete an application,
and register for the weekend on our web site.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact efrederick@missiondoctors.org
or 213-368-1875.
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ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan
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Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________
Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes

No

