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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, February 17, 2019

February 17, 2019

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Don’t we all sometimes wonder when we see someone behave a certain way,
“What, don’t they know that’s not right?” Or, “Why didn’t they know better?”
We witness so many actions and decisions that are quite contrary to what we expect of people, or that go against what we know to be right and wrong.
The catechism tells us, “Every institution is inspired, at least implicitly, by a vision of man and his destiny, from which it derives the point of reference for its judgment, its hierarchy of values, its line of conduct” (2244). There are rules for living properly in the world. We have federal laws and state regulations. But
these are external rules. These rules do not form us. They can show some things, but it is from God that we
properly learn how to act in the world. God’s instructions show us how we can be our best selves.
How does God guide us? Listen to the words of Jesus in the Gospel reading from Luke today. This
is a great place to start.
The beatitudes are the heart of Jesus’ preaching. They tell us to love our enemies and love our neighbor. At the core of the sermon is Jesus’ teaching on love. This love is characterized by forgiveness and generosity. These are characteristic of the Christian life. They offer us hope in the midst of trials and tests. And they
show us what is already ours by virtue of our salvation through Christ. They help us to see the fullness of our
lives as God designs it. According to the catechism, “The Beatitudes respond to the natural desire for happiness. This desire is of divine origin: God has placed it in the human heart in order to draw man to the One who
alone can fulfill it” (1718).
Just as there are consequences to disobeying rules and laws in our
society, so, too, there are negative repercussions from straying from God’s
vision of human happiness. Unlike Matthew’s Gospel, Luke gives four
“woes” after his description of the beatitudes. These woes are reminiscent
of the cries of impending distress used by the Old Testament prophets.
Luke depicts Jesus as fulfilling the same prophetic role to warn that disaster comes upon those whose worldly comfort and prosperity has turned
them away from God and fidelity to the demands of his covenant. The
woes remind us that satisfaction in worldly wealth and prestige can give
us a false sense of security and lead us to overlook our radical dependence
on God’s mercy.
Today, let us heed God’s warnings about the dangers of a life lived
apart from his grace, and follow the path of blessing and human flourishing he has chartered for us in the beatitudes.
May you have a blessed, safe, healthy week ahead! Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How has trusted in God created a burden?
Does reading the Beatitudes give you consolation?
What does it mean to have the Lord as your hope?

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

ARCHDIOCESAN
ANNUAL APPEAL 2019
As we have “officially” launched the
Annual Appeal I remind everyone
how important it is to participate in
this annual project. There are so
many fellow Catholics, not only at
Saint Stephens, but throughout the
Archdiocese who benefit from the
generosity of everyone. Our
“required” participation this year is
$92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioners and visitors alike. Brochures
are available on the tables in the vestibule. No gift is
too small, and all gifts help the programs throughout
the Archdiocese. I invite you to join the 1% club
which means you will receive a special dinner invitation to dinner at the rectory! (How is that for incentive!). So please, check out the brochure, pray
over how you can participate, and return your support soon.
(Father Tony).

The Beatitudes and
Saint Mother Teresa
"Don't you believe the Bible? Sometime before she
died, someone had the audacity
to ask St. Teresa of Calcutta
(Mother Teresa), "Why do you
spend so much energy on the
poor, the hungry, and the
weeping of those in Calcutta?"
She responded, “Jesus says the
poor are the blessed ones. I
take him at his word. I treat them as the royalty of
God's kingdom, because they are." To grow into becoming a Christian is, in no small part, to be converted into seeing the world as God sees it. It is to be
given new eyes to look upon people and events from
an eternally loving perspective. When that begins to
happen, you begin to see that God has an opinion
about how life should be lived, what Churches
should be doing, and how people should act. You
begin to see that the future belongs to those whom
God blesses. They include the poor, the hungry, the
hopeless, the damaged, and those whose only salvation is found in the God who comes to redeem.

A Puppy’s Tail
Said a puppy to his old uncle dog,
“From my short experience in life I
have learned that the best thing for a
dog is happiness and that happiness
is in my tail. That is why I am chasing my tail, and when I catch it, I shall have perfect
happiness.” The old dog replied, “From my research
and long experience, I too, have judged that happiness is a fine thing for a dog and that happiness is in
his tail. But I've noticed that whenever I chase it, it
keeps running away from me, but when I go about
my business, it comes after me.” (Here are the examples of three famous women who chased happiness as the puppy did, in the wrong places, and met
with tragic ends: 1) Anna Nicole Smith (39) - model, cover girl, actress - sought happiness in drugs. 2)
Marilyn Monroe (36)- actress, American idol, model- who did the same in 1962, and 3) Princess Diana of England (36) who met with accidental death
on her way to seeking happiness in the wrong place).
What is our picture of a happy life? According to
one study conducted in the U. S. only 20% of Americans claim to be happy. Is the “American dream”
our picture of the happy life: the ideal of owning a
beautiful home with a two-car garage, having a loving and adjusting spouse, two well-behaved kids,
and a dog, enjoying a decent job, and having enough
money to enjoy leisure and retired life? Where do
we go in search of happiness: the movie theater, the
amusement park, a hiking trail, a shopping mall, a
good restaurant, a ballpark? In the Sermon on the
Mount, as recorded in Matthew, and in the Sermon
on the Plain in Luke from which we read today, Jesus gives us a rather different picture of a happy life.
Jesus tells us that we can find true and lasting happiness in ways we may never have considered.
SO, WHO IS REALLY HAPPY?
According to the Center for Disease Control, in the United States “in 2016, nearly 45,000 Americans age 10 and
older died by suicide. Suicide is the 10th leading cause of
death, and is one of just three leading causes that are on
the rise.” Three years ago, 45,000 American people were
unhappy enough to snuff out their own existence. Statistics suggest that your lifetime 15 million people in this
country will attempt to end their lives. And
the suicide rate is increasing the fastest
among young people nearly 300 percent
among those 15 to 24 in the last twenty
years. Is there anybody who is really happy?

Monday, Feb. 18
8:00 a.m.
† Luzfe Torres

(By: Laarni Gusto)

5

Tuesday, Feb. 19
8:00 a.m.
† Rosalia D. Leoneio
(By: Becky Parini)

Wednesday, Feb. 20
8:00 a.m.
† Marvin Vigo
(By: Fr. Tony)

Thursday, Feb. 21
8:00 a.m.
† Marygrace Dunn

(By: Richard Dunn & Marianne Daly)

Friday, Feb. 22
8:00 a.m.
† Pearl LaBelle

(By: Eileen Rodman)

Saturday, Feb. 23
8:00 a.m.
† Cheng Lian Hong
4:30 p.m.

(By: Fr. Tony)

† Michael Gragnani
(By: Diane Gragnani)

Sunday, Feb. 24
8:00 a.m
† Alfred Barzoloski
(By: Maria Barzoloski)
9:30 a.m.
† Dionisio & Candida Rosete
(By: Mila Rayos)

11:30 a.m.

† John Perlite

6:45 p.m.

† Evangelina Cayetano

(By: Tom & Helen Perlite)
(By: Ruby & Ed Quan)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The one who trusts in the
LORD is like a tree planted beside the waters
(Jeremiah 17:5-8).
Psalm — Blessed are they who hope in the
Lord (Psalm 1).
Second Reading — Christ has been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep (1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20).
Gospel — Blessed are you who are poor, hungry, weeping. Woe to you who are rich, filled, laughing
(Luke 6:17, 20-26).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Feb. 17 - Men’s Club
Sunday, Feb. 24 - Book Club
Sunday, Mar. 3 - Nellie Nizon
Donuts will not be served until completion of
mass.

Monday, Feb. 18
12:00 p.m. President’s Day
Parish Office & School Closed
Tuesday, Feb. 19
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Feb. 20
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/EC
Thursday, Feb. 21
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:30 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Friday, Feb. 22
7:00 p.m.
School Play/Hall
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Feb. 23
7:00 p.m.
School Play/Hall
Sunday, Feb. 24
9:45 a.m.
BCSFYAO Basketball
2:00 p.m.
School Play/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
NOTE: Catholic lady seeks live-in position as domestic
helper, organizer, companion. Quiet, clean, non-smoker,
uses public transportation. Has experience, local references, and background check. Please call 415-561-9275.
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Monday:
Presidents’ Day
Thursday: St. Peter Damian
Friday:
Chair of St. Peter the Apostle;
Washington’s Birthday
Saturday: St. Polycarp

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 02/10/19

$ 4,819.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

P

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all
those written in our book of the sick. May they know the
healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.

Humor and the Beatitudes
Blessed are the pure of heart for they shall see God:
Dear Pastor, I know God loves everybody, but He never
met my sister. Yours sincerely, Arnold. Age 8, Nashville.
Dear Pastor, Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all week. I am Peter Peterson.
Sincerely, Pete. Age 9, Phoenix.
Dear Pastor, My father should be a minister. Every day
he gives us a sermon about something. Robert Anderson,
age 11.
Dear Pastor, I 'm sorry I can't leave more money in the
plate, but my father didn't give me a raise in my allowance. Could you have a sermon about a raise in my allowance? Love, Patty. Age 10, New Haven.
Dear Pastor, My mother is very religious. She goes to
play Bingo at Church every week even if she has a cold.
Yours truly, Annette. Age 9, Albany.
Dear Pastor, I would like to go to Heaven someday because I know my brother won't be there. Stephen. Age 8,
Chicago.
Dear Pastor, I think a lot more people would come to
your Church if you moved it to Disneyland. Loreen. Age
9. Tacoma.
Dear Pastor, Please say a prayer for our Little League
team. We need God's help or a new pitcher. Thank you,
Alexander. Age 10, Raleigh.
Dear Pastor, My father says I should learn the Ten Commandments. But I don't think I want to because we have
enough rules already in my house. Joshua. Age 10, South
Pasadena.
Dear Pastor, Who does God pray to? Is there a God for
God? Sincerely, Christopher. Age 9, Titusville.
Dear Pastor, Are there any devils on earth? I think there
may be one in my class. Carla. Age 10, Salina.
Dear Pastor, How does God know the good people from
the bad people? Do you tell Him or does He read about it
in the newspapers? Sincerely, Marie. Age 9, Lewiston
++ ++ + + ++
Little Johnny came home from the playground with a
bloody nose, black eye, and torn clothing. It was obvious
he'd been in a bad fight and lost. While his father was
patching him up, he asked his son what happened. "Well,
Dad," said Johnny, "I challenged Larry to a duel. And,
you know, I gave him his choice of weapons." "Uh-huh,"
said the father, "that seems fair." "I know, but I never
thought he'd choose his big sister!"
+ + + ++ + + ++ +
An atheist complained to a friend, "Christians have their
special holidays, such as Christmas and Easter; and Jews
celebrate their holidays, such as Passover and Yom Kippur; Muslims have their holidays. EVERY religion has its
holidays. But we atheists," he said, "have no recognized
national holidays. It's an unfair discrimination." His
friend replied, "Well,...why don't you celebrate April
first?"

DEAR ABBY, ON HAPPINESS
The “Dear Abby” Column once received a letter from a 15-year-old girl
which read as follows: Dear Abby:
Happiness is not having your parents
scold you if you come home late,
having your own bedroom, and getting the telephone call you’ve been
hoping for. Happiness is belonging to a popular group,
being dressed as well as anybody, and having a lot of
spending money. Happiness is something I don’t have.
“15 and Unhappy.” Shortly after the letter was published, “Dear Abby” received a reply from 13-year-old
girl who wrote: Dear Abby: Happiness is being able to
walk and talk, to see and hear. Unhappiness is reading
a letter from a 15-year-old girl who can do all four
things and still says she isn’t happy, I can talk, I can
see, I can hear. But I can’t walk. “13, crippled and
Happy.” These letters reflect two different points of
view on happiness. Today’s Gospel on the beatitudes
does the same.

THE BEATITUDES AND THE ENTRANCE
TICKET
An elderly man arrives at the pearly gates. St. Peter tells
him that the entrance into Heaven requires 100 points and
that points will be awarded on the basis of how one has
lived on earth. "Well," said the man proudly, "I was married to the same woman for 60 years and never was
tempted to be unfaithful." "Good, that's one point" said
Saint Peter. "Oh yes, and I served as lector and Eucharistic minister in my parish church, taught Sunday school
for thirty years, and helped many missionaries." "Good,"
said Saint Peter, "that gives you three more points."
"Only three points for thirty years of faithful stewardship?" the man protested, "at this rate I won't get into
Heaven. Don't you give any points for the beatitudes I
practiced in my life by the grace of God?" "Well, fortunately," came the reply, "that counts for 100 points!"
“Come on in, good boy.”

Volunteering at St. Anthony’s
Dining Room
volunteer@stanthonysf.org

stanthonysf.org

SATAN’S BEATITUDES

ENJOYING THE BEATITUDES
I love the story that is told of a factory that was having
problems with employees stealing. The company hired a
security firm to help with the problem. They had guards
posted at all exits and they were to check each employee
as they left for the day. They searched their clothing and
lunch boxes to make sure they were not taking anything
out. Every day one guy came by with a wheelbarrow full
of junk. Every day they stopped him and plowed through
all of the junk and garbage that was in the wheelbarrow.
It took several minutes every day to search through the
junk. Every day the same thing - nothing but junk in the
wheelbarrow. Finally, the security person said, "Look,
fellow, I know something is going on. Every day you
come through here and all we find in the wheelbarrow is
junk. If you promise to tell me exactly what is going on, I
promise not to turn you in. Tell me what is going on."
The fellow grinned and said, "I'm stealing wheelbarrows." That story has two truths that I want to leave with
you: 1) Things may not always be what they seem to be,
at least on the outside, and 2) Don't go looking in junk
and garbage for the most obvious answer to the meaning
and essence of life. It's found in God's Word. It's found in
your heart. As you give your heart and life to Jesus
Christ, as you center your entire existence around him,
you will have the blissful joy and happiness, the beatitudes Jesus promised.

HOW DO YOU MEASURE UP?
Some years ago, the Raleigh, North Carolina News & Observer published an article entitled: "How Do You Measure Up as a Man?" The article stated that some extensive
research had been conducted on the 20th century standards for measuring a man. 1) His ability to make and conserve money. 2) The cost, style and age of his car. 3)
How much hair he has. 4) His strength and size. 5) The
job he holds and how successful he is at it. 6) What sports
he likes. 7) How many clubs he belongs to. 8) His aggressiveness and reliability. Jesus Christ also once set down
eight principles for the measure of a person. His standards
stand in stark contrast to the aforementioned. There
would appear to be a wide gulf between the popular image of the successful person and what God sees as the
successful person.

Blessed are those who are too tired, too busy, too distracted to spend an hour once a week with their fellow Christians in Church - they are my best workers.
Blessed are those who wait to be asked and expect to be
thanked - I can use them in my business.
Blessed are those who are touchy. Soon they will stop
going to Church - verily, they shall be my missionaries.
Blessed are those who sow gossip and trouble - they are
my beloved children.
Blessed are those who have no time to pray - for they are
MY prey.
Blessed are those who gossip - for they are my secret
agents.
Blessed are you when you read this and think it has everything to do with other people, and nothing to do with
you - I've got room for YOU at my inn.

Deacon’s Corner

Catholic Charities
Volunteer Opportunity
Catholic Charities is partnering with
the Archdiocese to find good Catholic families who would like to mentor migrant unaccompanied minors. A lot of these kids need very
basic needs like being driven to court
hearings, getting help applying for a
library card, getting enrolled in
school, and other things many kids take for granted. Time commitment is flexible and there is a half day
training course to make sure mentors are prepared.
With Lent coming around the corner, I think this might
be a great program for parishioners to discern being part of.
To learn more about the program, please visit
http://www.sfarch.org/care
If you’d like to help with this program in any way, please
contact : Martin Ford, Social Action Coordinator,
Office of Human Life & Dignity, martin@sfarch.org
office: (415) 614-5500 x5569
mobile: (415) 793-2709

Winter Shelter for Homeless
Support Walk 2019
Sunday, April 7, at 1:30 pm—Lake Merced, San Francisco
(parking circle at Lake Merced and Sunset Blvds.)

Cynthia Zamboukos 415-474-1321 cynthiaz@sfinterfaithcouncil.org
All are welcome to the San Francisco Interfaith Council's WinterFaith Shelter Walk 2019 to raise funds
for the Winter Shelter. Come and walk to support the effort to end homelessness, an issue that grips our
city. This is an annual walk-a-thon that involves many faith traditions. Homelessness affects all of us and this is a way in
which we can make a difference. Register early, and see the opportunities for sponsorships and benefits.
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Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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