St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE
Dear Parishioners, Friends and Regular Attendees of Saint Stephen Church:
Something I, and many pastors don’t like to talk about is “money.” And like wise, you
don’t want to sit in the pews and want to hear it – I don’t blame you. So over many years
I have kept the conversation to the Annual Appeal. That being said, the time has come to
face the issue here at Saint Stephen and I am obligated to bring some stark statistics to your attention.
First of all, I ask you to evaluate the last time you adjusted your weekly contribution to the parish.
You may not have given it much thought, but, as an example, if you have given $5.00 each week for the last
five years – our expenses, (as yours at home), have increased considerably. I would like each of you, to consider looking at your weekly donation. And maybe it’s time to consider increasing it.
Here are some examples from last week’s collection:
We received 246 one dollar bills

($246.00)

85 five dollar bills

($425.00)

1 ten dollar bill

($10.00)

34 twenty dollars bills

($680.00)

Wouldn’t it be great if those one dollars bills turned into fives or the fives turned into tens and so on?
The total collection on this particular week was $4,819.00 (This figure represents our weekly average)
Now, let me share with you some of our “regular” monthly expenses that we have no control over:
P.G & E

$1,801.37

Water

$ 498.00

Recology

$3,336.48

A T and T

$1,200.00

Building Loan

$ 5,500.00

Yearly Insurance
(Liability/Property)

$50,000.00 (Due by June 15).

Payroll and Payroll Taxes

(Various)

My friends, with a weekly “collection” average of $5,000.00 we are not able to meet our “regular” expenses. I have discontinued the expenditure of any non-essential purchases hoping to be able to build up our
accounts, but that is proving to not be enough, as our spending has been very little to begin with.
You might ask, “how did we get in this situation?” Several reasons: (1) Over the past ten years, or so,
very little has been done to raise money, outside of regular offertory income. Anticipating this dilemma, we
have started to introduce several fundraisers (such as, last fall, the Fall Fest, most recently the Crab Fest and
coming soon the Parish Spring Raffle). These were successful,
but it will take several years to build these up, plus additional activities. (2) Secondly, an increase in expenses that we have no
control over; (3) Thirdly, which is what I address today, there has
been no increase in the weekly offertory “giving,” in recent years.
It is my, and I hope yours, that this will change, beginning today.
As always, I don’t ask anyone to give more than they are
able. But as members of one Church, I do ask every to “give”
something. Please do what you can to help your parish meet their
expenses.
Blessings to you, Father Tony

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
As Christians, we worship a God who loves us so much that he became human for our sake and went the extra mile of love, dying an excruciating and humiliating death on a cross. Paul reassures us in the second
reading that, as we are human and in the likeness of Adam – complete with
sin – so we will also take on the likeness of Jesus, the heavenly one.
That’s a reassuring thought when we read the Gospel, in which Jesus describes what he expects from those who follow him. We are called to
see with God’s eyes – to see our enemies as brothers or sisters and to love
them. We are to return good to those who mistreat us.
In the first reading, we get a glimpse of God’s ability to transform people. David, even though he
knows that Saul plans to kill him, spares Saul when he has the chance to do harm instead. His reverence for
God’s anointing of Saul is what stays his hand. David chooses the higher ground that, centuries later, would
be taught by his descendant and Lord, Jesus Christ.
Often, we fall short of the standards Jesus set for us, but other times we might come close, as David
did in the first reading. Could we take time out of a busy day to listen to a friend who needs to talk, or give up
a free day to volunteer at a place of need? Do we call on reserves of patience to listen quietly when an angry
friend or colleague complains to us?
Because we are human, we might not live out these expectations consistently, but if we stay close to
Jesus in prayer, we can trust that he is transforming us, step by step, into his image. As Lent approaches, take
advantage of this special season to spend more time with Jesus and more time serving others, allowing him to
transform you.
Have a blessed day.

Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

When have you shown mercy when it may have seem undeserved?
Do you think of yourself as bearing the image of God?
“For if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Who does that statement demand that
you love?

CENTRAL THEME OF TODAY
The readings today are linked together by one main theme: the power of Christian love, when exercised in unconditional forgiveness by the believing community of forgiven sinners. The readings also instruct
us about our right and wrong choices. The right choices lead us to God, and the wrong ones break our relationship with Him and with one another

Our Humor for the Week
The preacher's Sunday sermon was, "Forgive Your Enemies." He asked, “How many have forgiven their enemies?" About
half held up their hands. He then repeated the question. This time about eighty percent held up their hands. He then repeated his
question a third time. The entire congregation held up their hands except one elderly lady. "Mrs. Jones," the preacher asked, "aren't
you willing to forgive your enemies?" "
I don't have any"she replied. "That is very unusual”, the preacher said. "How old are you?"
"Ninety-three.” "Mrs. Jones, please come to the front and tell the congregation how a person cannot have an enemy in the world."
The little sweetheart of a lady tottered down the aisle and said: "
It's easy; I just outlived all those rascals."
****
There’s a story told of a husband and wife both of whom were doctors - one a Doctor of Theology and the other a Doctor
of Medicine. When their doorbell was rung and the maid answered, the inquirer would often ask for "the doctor". The maid’s interesting reply was: "Do you want the one who preaches or the one who practices?"
****
There is an old Irish blessing that goes like this, “May God bless those who love us. And those who do not love us, may He
turn their hearts. And if He does not turn their hearts, may He turn their ankles so we may know them by their limping.”

Monday, Feb. 25
8:00 a.m.

St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

5

Tuesday, Feb. 26
8:00 a.m.
† Peter Julian Garcia

(By: Nora Garcis-Kennedy)

Wednesday, Feb. 27
8:00 a.m.
† Valentine Arameta
(By: Kathy A. Jison)

Thursday, Feb. 28
8:00 a.m.
Fr. Bill Brady Sp. Int.
(By: Asia Hara & Siblings)

Friday, Mar. 1
8:00 a.m.

† Eleanor Latorre
(By: Fr. Tony)

Saturday, Mar. 2
8:00 a.m.
† Francisco Abayato

Monday, Feb. 25
12:00 p.m. 50+ Club/Hall
1:00 p.m.
Chancery Mtg./Hall
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Conf. Rm.
Tuesday, Feb. 26
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Feb. 27
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Thursday, Feb. 28
12:00 p.m.
Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, Mar. 1
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Mar. 2
8:00 a.m.
Sloat Auction/Hall
Sunday, Mar. 3
9:45 a.m.
Ardenette Basketball/Gym
3:30 p.m.
WKICU/Church & EC

(By: Abayato Family)

4:30 p.m.

Azaian Irac Sp. Int.

(By: Papa & Mama)

Sunday, Mar. 3
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.

† Richard Williams
(By: Lilian E. Williams)
† Enrique De Leon

11:30 a.m.

† Josephine Ambrose

6:45 p.m.

† Darisay Calado

(By: Maria Barzoloski)

(By: Betty Ganduglia)
(By: Gloria Calado)

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — David found Saul in a
deep sleep, but would not harm him (1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23).
Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful
(Psalm 103).
Second Reading — We shall bear the image of the heavenly Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-49).
Gospel — Give to everyone who asks of you. Lend expecting nothing back (Luke 6:27-38).

ASH WEDNESDAY
March 6, 2019
Masses: 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Feb. 24 - Book Club
Sunday, Mar. 3 - Nellie Nizon
Sunday, Mar. 10 - Faith Formation

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 24, 2019
Merciful and gracious is the LORD, slow to
anger and abounding in kindness.— Psalm 103:8
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Friday:
World Day of Prayer;
First Friday
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary;

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 02/17/19

$ 5,020.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

DESTROYING ONE’S ENEMIES
Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends
of them? —Abraham Lincoln

P

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all
those written in our book of the sick. May they know the
healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.

STORIES OF FORGIVENESS
Two Presidents and a Truck Driver
When President Gerald Ford granted former President Richard Nixon “a free, full and absolute pardon” for
his participation and perjury in the “Watergate” scandal,
many considered Ford’s decision to be an act of weakness. In 1977, when President Jimmy Carter offered amnesty to those who, during the Vietnamese War, had
avoided being conscripted, he was criticized for not enforcing the law. Both men, one a Republican, the other a
Democrat, “took the heat”, as it were, because neither was
motivated by partisan politics or the pressure of public
opinion. Each had chosen to go beyond the limits of strict
justice in order to exercise a mercy that was dictated, not
by law, but by a conscience formed on Gospel principles.
During the race riots in Los Angeles, in the aftermath of
the Rodney King incident, a truck driver named Reginald
Denny was pulled from his vehicle and severely beaten
with a brick. When the case went to trial in 1993, Denny
stunned the courtroom with his offer of forgiveness to
those who had almost killed him. Later Denny said that
only by forgiving the perpetrators of the crime against
him had he been able to put the event behind him and
move on.

Turn the Other Cheek
This injunction and that in v. 30, cut through the
old principle of retaliation (Ex 21:24; Lev 24:20; Dt 19:21
-30). Jesus is not saying that we should permit the destruction of the innocent and defenseless or allow ourselves to
be abused or killed! The Catechism is very clear on this
point: “Self-defense is morally legitimate, as long as it’s
proportional to the attack. Let us remember that the commandment is ‘Love your neighbor AS YOU LOVE
YOURSELF’...Love toward oneself remains a fundamental principle of morality. Therefore it is legitimate to insist
on respect for one’s own right to life” (CCC 2264). What
are the challenges Jesus gives us in this command to "turn
the other cheek”? First, he challenges us to forgive others
totally and completely, which means letting go of any and
every grudge. He also challenges us not to seek vengeance. In addition, he wants us to be patient with the shortcomings of others and to love everyone, even our enemies.
(CCC-2264). So the bottom line is this: It’s morally wrong
not to defend the innocent, when we have a responsibility
to do so; it’s morally legitimate to defend ourselves from
an unjust aggressor; but it can be virtuous to endure unjust
sufferings and even martyrdom for the sake of Jesus Christ
and his Gospel.

“Forgive and you will be forgiven.
Bless those who curse you, pray for
those who abuse you”
This message might have sounded very strange to
the Jews, who were familiar with a God who was merciful to his own people and vengeful to their enemies, as
pictured in Psalms 18, 72 and 92. But Jesus repeats his
teaching on forgiveness, both in the prayer he taught his
disciples “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us,” (Mt 68:12; Lk 11:4), and in his
final commandment to his apostles, “Just as I have loved
you, you should also love one another” (Jn 15:12). Another good reason for us to forgive our enemies is, “(so
that everyone will know that we are disciples of the Most
High” (Jn 13:34-35). That is, Christian forgiveness can
be a form of evangelization. Jesus does not advise his
followers to overlook evils, wars, economic disparity, and
exploitation of the vulnerable. Instead, we are called to
forgive, to be merciful and not to retaliate. But we cannot achieve this level of love and forgiveness by ourselves. We need the power of God working through us by
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

The Golden Rule
“Do unto others as you would have them do
unto you.” Christian ethics consists not in merely refraining from evil, but in actively doing good, not only to
those who are friends, but to those who hate us or do evil
against us. In other words, Jesus expects us to rise above
our human instincts and imitate the goodness and generosity of God. The observance of the golden rule makes
us like God whose love and mercy embrace saints and
sinners alike. At the same time the Golden Rule does not
require that we allow others to take advantage of us.

The Godfather II
Michael Corleone preaches the following principle: "Keep your friends close and your enemies closer yet."
Powerful information is wrapped up in criticism. You will always learn more from your enemies than from your friends.
Enemies can provide a largely untapped source of truth; they give us tips, either about us or (if the critique is off-base)
about those who criticize us. Either way we receive valuable information. Proverbs 23:12 can be translated as: "Don't
refuse to accept criticism; get all the help you can."

ARCHDIOCESAN
ANNUAL APPEAL 2019
Thank you to those who have already responded to the Appeal - your generosity is most
heartwarming! It is important that everyone in
the parish, and the Archdiocese, take this project seriously, as I remind everyone that there
are so many fellow Catholics who benefit from your generosity. Our "required" participation this year is
$92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioner
and visitor alike. Brochures are available on the tables in
the vestibule (and side entrance). No gift is too small,
and all gifts are help the programs as explained in the
brochure. I invite you to join the 1% club, which means
you are invited to a great dinner at the priest house (what
a deal that is!). So check out the brochure, pray over
how you can help, and return it your support as soon as
possible. I thank you in advance for your participation.
(Fr. Tony)

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 2/25: Becket Anderson, Liam Harrington
Tues. 2/26: Niamh Concannon, Beatriz Taylor
Wed. 2/27: Evan O’Driscoll, Noah Fernandez
Thurs. 2/28: Bryn Scheg, Kylie Landers
Fri. 3/1: Megan Stecher, Aisling Landers
Saturday, Mar. 2
8:00 a.m., Aidan Hackworth, Declan Mahony
4:30 p.m. Karl Uthman, Diego Ramirez,
Beckett Anderson.
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

FORGIVE AND FORGET
When Mahatma Gandhi was gunned down in
1948, his last gesture was one of forgiveness for his assassin; with his palms pressed together he raised his
hands to his lips in the Hindu sign of forgiveness. Pope
John Paul II was similarly generous. After recovering
from his gunshot wounds, he visited his assailant in jail
and assured him of his forgiveness. Father Lawrence Jenco, upon his release as a hostage in Beirut, said that only
when he was able to forgive his kidnappers, was he able
to enjoy his freedom. Only by forgiving those who had
starved, degraded and brutalized him was he able to move
from brokenness to wholeness before God. During the
race riots in Los Angeles, in the aftermath of the Rodney
King debacle, a truck driver named Reginald Denny was
pulled from his vehicle and severely beaten with a brick.
When the case went to trial in 1993, Denny stunned the
courtroom with his offer of forgiveness to those who had
almost killed him. Later Denny said that only by forgiving the perpetrators of the crime against him was he able
to put the event behind him and move on.

St. Stephen’s Book Club

St. Stephen’s Book Club meets the 2nd Saturday of each month. Anyone interested is
welcome to join us. Contact Mary Molly
in the parish office for more information at
faithformation@saintstephenSF.org.
The book for March is “The Next Person You Meet in
Heaven: The Sequel to The Five People You Meet in
Heaven” by Mitch Albom. A year or two ago we read
Mitch Albom’s book “The Five People you Meet in
Heaven” (that was made into a movie for TV).
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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