St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

The Second Sunday of Lent
Many lessons can be gleaned from the story of Isaac and Abraham. God appears to be
asking the impossible of him: to surrender his only son through mortal sacrifice. But perhaps what is really being asked for here is trust, faith and total self-gift back to God – in
the same way that God has been all, and only, total self-gift to us.
Because – notice – Abraham does not actually kill his son. Nor does God actually demand it. He simply tells Abraham to prepare the sacrifice [of course with the implication
that it would be carried out], and then stops him. And Abraham’s willingness to comply
is not reflective of aberrant behavior, but representative of complete vulnerability and a willingness to put
love of God before any and every other attachment and affection. That is a tough act to follow.
Moses and Elijah were two men of the covenant who also gave their all to God, withholding nothing.
In their carrying out of God’s divine plan, they prefigure Jesus Christ. Jesus gave his all to God, putting his
love for God, and for us, above all else to the point of sacrificing his own life for the sake of obedience to
God’s will. And he now intercedes for us as we, too, strive to put God ahead of all things.
Saint Paul reminds the Romans and each of us today that Jesus always intercedes for us to the Father.
To paraphrase Saint Paul: “Our God did not spare his own Son to prove how far he is willing to go for each of
us. Will he not provide whatever we truly need throughout our journey of life?”
Every year on the Second Sunday of Lent, the pre- resurrection event of the Transfiguration of Jesus is
proclaimed. It sets the stage for the Passion of Christ to unfold right before the disciples, and strengthen their
resolve to endure what was coming.
Christ crucified, Christ glorified is who gives us the strength to work through our own personal ways
of the cross that end with “Resurrection grace.” Think of Resurrection grace as the grace of letting go of fear:
the grace of letting go of the transient and focusing on the eternal; the grace of vulnerability that allows us to
put love of God before any and every other attachment and affection.
In this season of Lent, and in every season, may we have such grace. May your Lenten journey continue to be rewarding, spiritual and safe.
Father Tony

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
•
•
•
•
•

Give an experience when you felt God’s blessing and fruitfulness after a difficult challenge.
“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). When have I struggled to believe that God is for
me? How convinced am I you that God is enough for me?
How do God’s closeness, love, and protection influence my life?
What is an “aha moment” or a God experience you have had. What were my feelings or reaction to this
experience of God?
The voice from the cloud says to the frightened apostles, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him” (Mk
9:7). When and how do I listen to God?

OUR OWN “TRANSFORMATIONS”
The three transformations in our lives in our journey towards eternity: The first change begins at
Baptism, which washes away original sin, transforming us into children of God and heirs of Heaven. The second transformation takes place through our victory over the trials and tribulations of life.
Every challenge, every difficulty, every moment of suffering, is an opportunity for transformation
and spiritual growth. The third transformation takes place at death. Eternal life in Heaven, perhaps
after a period of further transformation in purgatory, is granted to those who have been found worthy. The last transformation or transfiguration will be completed at the Second Coming when our
glorified body is reunited with our soul.

Monday, Feb. 26
8:00 a.m.
† Buenaventura Garcia

(By: Paul & Dori Campbell)

Tuesday, Feb. 27
8:00 a.m.
† Amado Juan Calado
(By: Gloria Calado)

Wednesday, Feb.28
8:00 a.m.
Fr. Bill Brady Sp. Int.
(By: Cagalingan Family)

Thursday, Mar. 1
8:00 a.m.

Azaian Irac Sp. Int.
(By: Papa & Mama)

Friday, Mar. 2
8:00 a.m.

† Nancy McGarvey
(By: Ann Mcgarvey)

Saturday, Mar. 3
8:00 a.m.
† Josephine Ambrose
(By: betty Ganduglia)

3:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† Darisay Calado

Our online website includes a community events calendar.

(By: Gloria Calado)

Sunday, Mar. 4
8:00 a.m

Remedios Locsin Sp. Int
(By: Gilbey Francisco & Family)

9:30 a.m.

† Lorin, Dorothy & Paul Medlin
(By: Jane Medlin)

11:30 a.m.

† Julie McLaughlin
(By: Gayle Montalbano)

6:45 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 26
12:00 p.m.
50+ Club/Hall
3:30 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
Tuesday, Feb. 27
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Feb. 28
6:00 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper/Hall
Thursday, Mar. 1
7:00 p.m.
Men’s Club/Hall
Friday, Mar. 2
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Mar. 3
6:00 p.m.
Sloat Auction/Hall
Sunday, Mar. 4
8:30 a.m.
2nd Chance Basketball/Hall
3:30 p.m.
WKICU/Church & EC
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

† John Brooks
(By: Maria Brooks)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in
faith (Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18).
Psalm — I walk before the Lord, in the land of the living
(Psalm 116).
Second Reading — God did not spare his own Son
(Romans 8:31b-34).
Gospel — This is my beloved Son (Mark 9:2-10).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 02/18/18
$6,978
We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Second Sunday of Lent;
Penitential Rite for Candidates for
Full Communion
Wednesday: Purim (Jewish observance) begins
at sunset
Friday:
Abstinence; First Friday;
World Day of Prayer
Saturday: St. Katharine Drexel; First Saturday

P

lease pray for the sick
and homebound of our
community and for all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry Barbiere,
Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Emma Lew, Al Gragnani,
Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Maria Matthews, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson,
Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

THOUGHTS ON
“TRANSFORMATION”
You might remember comedian Yakov
Smirnoff. When he first came to the United States
from Russia, he was not prepared for the incredible
variety of instant products available in American
grocery stores. He says, "On my first shopping trip, I
saw powdered milk: you just add water, and you get
milk. Then I saw powdered orange juice: you just
add water, and you get orange juice. And then I saw
baby powder, and I thought to myself, ‘What a country!’" Smirnoff is joking but we make these assumptions about Christian Transformation—that people
change instantly at salvation. Some denominations
make Christianity so simple: accept Jesus as your
Lord and Savior, confess your sins to him, you are
instantly saved and born again. Some traditions call
it repentance and renewal. Some call it Sanctification
of the believer. Whatever you call it, most traditions
expect some quick fix to sin. We go to Church as if
we are going to the grocery store: Powdered Christian. Just add water and you get disciples! Unfortunately, there is no such powder, and disciples of Jesus Christ are not instantly born. They are slowly
raised through many trials, suffering, and temptations.
* * * * *
Years ago, in a small fishing village in
Holland one night, the winds raged, and a gale
force storm capsized a fishing boat at
sea. Stranded and in trouble, the crew sent out the
S.O.S. The captain of the rescue rowboat team
sounded the alarm. While the team launched their
rowboat, and fought their way through the wild
waves, the villagers waited restlessly on the
beach. An hour later, the rescue boat reappeared
through the fog and the volunteers reported that
the rescue boat could not hold any more passengers and they had to leave one man behind. Frantically, the captain called for another volunteer
team to go after the lone survivor. Sixteen-yearold Hans stepped forward. His mother grabbed his
arm, pleading, "Please don't go. Your father died
in a shipwreck 10 years ago and your older brother, Paul, has been lost at sea for three weeks.
Hans, you are all I have left." Hans replied,
"Mother, I have to go. What if everyone said, `I
can't go; let someone else do it?' Mother, this time
I have to do my duty.” Hans kissed his mother,
joined the team and disappeared into the night.
...continued

Another hour passed,
which seemed to Hans'
mother like an eternity.
Finally, the rescue boat
darted through the fog
with Hans standing up
in the bow. Cupping his
hands, the captain
called, "Did you find the
lost man?" Barely able
to contain himself, Hans
excitedly yelled back,
"Yes, we found him.
Tell my mother it's my
older brother, Paul!"
* * * * *
The word “transfiguration” is not often part
of our vocabulary today. I can’t image a mother coming to the table with a beautifully done casserole proclaiming that she had “transformed” the macaroni
into this exotic dish. We might use it if someone
goes to the beauty shop and gets a daring haircut.
“Look how transformed she is!” we might say. Or we
might use it in telling fairy tales to our children someone was transformed into a princess-like Cinderella or a frog was transformed into a Prince. But
despite the fact that it isn’t a common word to use,
what the word signifies does happen pretty often.
Something is changed into something more beautiful
or altered in some way, making it more “awesome”
to use today’s cliché. Lent is a transformational season in the Church. This is, of course, why we hear
the story of the Transfiguration read to us today.

Transfiguration in children
If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight.
If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy.
If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty.
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to
be patient.
If a child lives with encouragement, he
learns confidence.
If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate.
If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice.
If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith.
If a child lives with approval, he learns to
like himself.
If a child lives with acceptance and friendship,
he learns to find love in the world.

PRAYER FOR LENT
Lord, Holy Father,
show us what kind of man it is
who is hanging for
our sakes on the cross,
whose suffering causes the rocks themselves
to crack and crumble with compassion,
whose death brings the dead back to life.
Let my heart crack and crumble
at the sight of him. Let my soul break apart
with compassion for his suffering.
Let it be shattered with grief
at my sins for which he dies.
And finally let it be softened
with devoted love for him. (Amen).
(St. Bonaventure)
.

OPERATION
RICE BOWL

We invite you to participate in Operation
Rice Bowl 2018. Join our faith community – and nearly 14,000 Catholic Communities across the United States, including our own school
children of Saint Stephens’, in a life changing Lenten
journey of encounter with Catholic Relief Services.
A $ a day for 40 days of Lent helps provide:
1 month of food for a family
2 years of seed for a farmer
1 emergency kit for refugees
Pick up your Rice Bowl in the front lobby. Rice Bowls
should be returned at the end of Lent. Bless you for your
participations and generosity (Fr. Tony).

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 2/26: Barry Cahalane,
Kevin Hernandez
Tues. 2/27: Cooper Andersen,
Zachary Ferdon
Wed. 2/28: Michael McDonough,
Mericel Tao
Thurs. 3/1: Claire Patankar, Claire Curry
Fri. 3/2: Charlotte Davey, Melissa Hua
Saturday, Mar. 3
8:00 a.m. Hannah Morello, Sarah Tuvo,
4:30 p.m. Evan O’Driscoll, Beckett Andersen
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who
faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
With the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal in progress, we ask you to continue to pray over what you
can do to contribute to this project. Remember, we
don’t ask you to give more than your means, but we
do ask each household to participate. If you have
not yet had the opportunity to make a pledge or give
a contribution to the Appeal, please take time to do
so this week. We invite everyone to share a portion
of God’s blessings with others by supporting the
Annual Appeal. No gift is too small (or too big).
Please give from the heart. We hope for 100 percent
participation of our parish this year. If you did not
receive the “giving” brochure in the mail, they are
available in the pew rack or on the table in the vestibule or you may call the parish office and one will
be mailed to you). Thank you for your support of
our archdiocesan ministries and services. (Fr. Tony).
Our thanks to those households who have already made their pledge/donation to the Appeal.
(Please note that the donor list from the Archdiocese
is usually a week to ten days after receiving the donation).
Mrs. Phyllis Abad
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Allen, Jr.
Mrs. Nancy Buckley
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Cajilig, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Craziano Cerchiai
Ms. Patricica Cloonan
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Guzman
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Kilroy
Father Tony LaTorre
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Marinai
Mr. Daniel McGarry/Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Mrs. Alene Meyers
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Morello
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Onken
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Feb. 25 - Faith Formation
Sunday, Mar. 04 - Gonzalez Family
Sunday, Mar. 11 - Zaida Ysip

Save the Date - Saturday, April 14th
The Spring Fashion Show is just around the corner! Save the date for this tres chic event.
We hope to see you there. Questions - ss2018fashion@gmail.com

Lenten Soup Suppers and Speakers
Our Lenten Soup Supper/Speaker series will take place the following
Wednesday evenings during Lent:

February 28, March 7 and March 14.
Soup supper begins at 6:30pm and each speaker will provide a reflection
from 7:00-8:00pm. Additional information is posted on the church bulletin board.

Please sign up to bring a soup or bread to share!
Sign-up sheets are located on the table in the vestibule.
St. Stephen Men’s Club Presents

St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration
&
Corned Beef Dinner
Saturday, March 10, 2018
Donworth Hall, 5:30pm
Come for an evening of fun, music and friends,
as we discover the Irish in all of us!

Please RSVP to the St. Stephen School office by WEDNESDAY,

March 7th

-

Checks should be made payable to:
St. Stephen Men’s Club
-

-

Family Name:

______________________________________

# Adults ____ x $25/ea

=

$_________________

# Children ____ x $10/ea

=

$_________________

Total =
$_________________

Go raibh maith agaibh! Thank you!

-

-
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________
Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes

No

