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The First Sunday of Lent
Perhaps the most overlooked line in this famous Gospel is that Jesus had just returned from the Jordan. He
had just been filled with the grace of the Holy Spirit
(his own Spirit) in the waters of the Jordan, an
“anointing” which established him publicly as the
Christ, the Anointed One. That same Spirit had overshadowed Mary and led to her conceiving the Lord; that same Spirit had inspired
Simeon to recognize a small baby as the Messiah; that same Spirit goes out of
Jesus when he performs miracles; and that same Spirit will raise him from the
dead (CCC 695).
It is the Spirit who now leads him into the desert for forty days. Certainly,
that Spirit never parted from him in that lonely desert, but instead inspired his
prayer. For prayer was Christ’s usual habit to discern and obey the will of the
Father, and to prepare himself for whatever momentous event was ahead of him.
Sustained by only grace and prayer, Christ encounters the devil. Imagine
– the devil tries to put God himself to the test! Famously, the devil tempts him
three times. The devil commands Christ to turn stones into bread to satisfy his
physical needs. Christ refuses because one does not live by bread alone
(Deuteronomy 8:3). The devil asks Christ to worship him, claiming he will give him all the kingdoms of the
world. Christ refuses, stating that you shall worship the Lord, your God, and him alone shall you serve
(Deuteronomy 6:13). Finally, the devil asks Christ to prove that he is the Son of God by throwing himself
down from the highest point of the Temple because angels will guard him. Christ refuses, saying, you shall
not put the Lord, your God, to the test (Deuteronomy 6:16). Each time, sustained by the Spirit and with a command of God’s revealed word, Christ can resist temptation. He is victorious over temptation just as he will be
victorious over death (CCC 539).
Like that devil in the desert, how often do we put God to the test? How often do we “negotiate” with
God and ignore his will to suit ours? How often do we pray that “yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory,” yet turn away to seek our own glory, to demand our own power and to build our own little kingdoms?
This Lent, let us resolve to be fortified by the same thing which gave Jesus strength against evil. Like
Jesus, let us cultivate a deeper prayer life. Let us turn to sacred Scripture to discern God’s will for us and to
hear God speaking to us. Let us rely on the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit when we are weak, and thank
him when we are made strong. And when these forty days of Lent are through, may we sing ever more joyfully that Christ has conquered sin and death.
I pray that your Lenten journey is one that joyfully brings you to that great Resurrection Sunday and
the gift of Eternal Life.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How were you strengthened by the Lord’s presence
when you were troubled?
What can you do this Lent to believe more with
your heart?
What temptation will you deal with this Lent?

THE TEMPTATIONS
The first temptation: The first temptation was well-timed. Jesus had been
fasting for forty days and nights. Since the people of Israel in the Old Testament had
been miraculously fed by manna, why not the Son of God? Giving in to the temptation
to make bread from a stone (vv. 2b-4), would, therefore, be analogous to Israel's failure
to trust God for sustenance in the wilderness (Ex 16:3, Ex 16:4-5, Ex 16:20). Quoting
from Deuteronomy (8:3) Jesus recalled Israel’s longing for the foods they had left behind in Egypt (bread, onions, meat) and their dissatisfaction with the sustenance
(manna, quail, water from the rock) which God provided. Unlike the grumbling Israelites, Jesus was pleased to be nourished by the food that God provided for him, viz.,
every word that comes forth from the mouth of God (Deuteronomy 8:3) and doing the
will of the Father (John 4:24). Besides, the first temptation was not merely aimed at the
urge to satisfy Jesus’ own physical hunger. It was also a temptation to ignore His real
mission as Messiah and to respond to others’ physical needs alone, without, at the same time, showing them that
the Kingdom of God is more than mere food and drink. Let us ask ourselves the same question: do we use the powers God has given us – physical, financial, mental, or spiritual – for our own satisfaction, comfort or enrichment, or
for the well-being, spiritual as well as physical, of others in the community?
The second temptation: In the second test, Satan offers Jesus an easy way to establish the Kingdom of
God on earth: enter the world of political power. The temptation to gain the kingdoms of the world by worshiping
the devil (vv. 5-8) is analogous to Israel's temptation to worship other gods (Dt 6:13-15, Ex 32:4; Dt 9:16). The
temptation for Jesus was whether he would opt for political power and success or choose the path that would lead
to suffering, humiliation and death. Satan said: ""Worship me and it will all be yours."But this was really an invitation to accomplish His mission by dishonorable means: "If you are going to get along in this world, you need to
compromise now and then." This temptation points to our subtle attraction to doing the right thing by using the
wrong means. Jesus answered Satan: "It is written, 'Thou shall worship the Lord your God, and serve only Him.'"(Dt
6:13).
The third temptation: Luke ironically presents Jesus’ third temptation as taking place on the pinnacle of
the Temple in the Holy City of Jerusalem, the center of Jewish religious life. This is analogous to Israel's testing of
God at Massah and Meribah (Ex 17:3, 17:7, Dt 6:16). Perhaps the devil was also alluding to the popular expectation that, at his coming, the Messiah would appear suddenly on the pinnacle of the Temple. In this final temptation,
Jesus was urged to doubt God. Satan suggested that Jesus should put God to the test: "If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down,” trusting in Divine protection as promised in Psalm 91:11-12. Jesus responded by quoting
another text from Deuteronomy: "Do not put the Lord your God to the
test" (Dt 6:16), which refers to an incident in which "the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?'" (Ex
17:7). Jesus’ command, “you shall not put the Lord your God to the
test” (v. 13) silenced the devil and also affirmed his identity as both
Lord and God. Sometimes we become angry with God when He fails to
respond to tests we set up for Him. The test may be something like this:
"If my husband is healed of cancer, then I'll know God loves me." "If
my boy comes back safely from Iraq, I’ll know God is on my side." "If I
get the job that I’ve been praying for, I’ll know that God cares about
me." The devil tries repeatedly to tempt us to do something reckless and
make us expect God to rescue us from it every time. Jesus teaches us
that the Spirit-filled life requires unconditional surrender to God's will.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Mar. 11
8:00 a.m.
† Louis & Enes Greco
(By: Barbara Stephens)
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Tuesday, Mar. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Celestina Milch

(By: Marilu Illenberger)

Wednesday, Mar. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Andres Caunan &
Beatriz Caunan-Bingil
(By: Adele Caunan)

Thursday, Mar. 14
8:00 a.m.
Pearse Mararia Sp. Int.
(By: Anonymous)

Friday, Mar. 15
8:00 a.m.

St Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Saturday, Mar. 16
8:00 a.m.
† Francisco Esparrago
4:30 p.m.

Monday, Mar. 11
12:00 p.m. 50+ Club/hall
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Conf. Rm.
Tuesday, Mar. 12
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Mar. 13
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
SVDP Conf./ Conf. Room
Thursday, Mar. 14
8:00 a.m.
Confirmation Retreat/Hall
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, Mar. 15
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Mar. 16
8:00 a.m.
Hot Cross Buns Breakfast/Hall
Sunday, Mar. 17
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

(By: John & Lalo Ruehle)

† Darisay Calado

ARCHDIOCESAN
ANNUAL APPEAL 2019

(By: Gloria Calado)

Sunday, Mar. 17
8:00 a.m
† John Farrell
(By: Malvina)
9:30 a.m.
† Alfred Barzoloski

I thank those who have come forward and

made your donation/pledge to this year’s
Annual Appeal, which is in progress.

(By: Maria Barzoloski)

11:30 a.m.

† Jim Toomey

6:45 p.m.

† Harry Over

(By: Dell Cutone)
(By: Dorothy Over)

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — God brought us into
this land flowing with milk and honey
(Deuteronomy 26:4-10).
Psalm — Be with me, Lord, when I am
in trouble (Psalm 91).
Second Reading — The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart (Romans 10:8-13).
Gospel — Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led into
the desert for forty days (Luke 4:1-13).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 03/03/19

$ 8,944.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Mar. 10 - Faith Formation
Sunday, Mar.17 - Liturgy Committee
Sunday, Mar. 24 - St. Vincent de Paul

Ms. Phyllis Abad
M/M Dale Allen Jr.
Mrs. Dorothy Arata
Mrs Regina Aye & Mr. James Lin
Mrs. Nancy Buckley
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
M/M David Dulany
Ms. Suzanne Fichera
Mrs. Marcail Kennedy
M/M Douglas Kilroy
M/M Leo LaRocca
Mr. Daniel McGarry &
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
M/M Martin Slattery
M/M Peter Stephans
Ms. Vanessa Usi Dang

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community
and for all those written in our book
of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.

Spiritual Training Camp
for Lent:
Jesus prepared himself for his
ministry by a period of fasting, praying, and strengthening himself against
temptation. How will we use the time
of Lent for our spiritual training
camp? Lent is a time to practice the
use of God’s word as our defensive
weapon against temptation. What spiritual training plans
will we put into practice during Lent? Prayer, fasting and
almsgiving are traditional. Today’s passage from the
Gospel might suggest that we spend a few minutes each
day in reading Scripture. Are we trying to live by "bread
alone?" We might write a plan for each week of Lent.
Here are some suggestions to get us started:
First Week, I will . . . spend some time reading the
Gospels or the Psalms.
Second Week, I will . . . fast from foods, unhealthy for
body and soul.
Third Week, I will . . . volunteer at a soup kitchen,
thrift shop, or day care center.
Fourth Week, I will . . . learrn a few lines of Scripture
by heart.
Fifth Week, I will . . . give clothes, money, or possessions to the poor.
Sixth Week, I will . . . participate in Holy Week liturgies.

Lent and Life
"By our gracious gift each year, your faithful
await the sacred paschal feasts with the joy of minds
made pure" (Preface of Lent 1). The purpose of Lent is
succinctly expressed by this preface. Catechumens prepare for baptism into the paschal mystery. The faithful
are reminded of their baptism, and will renew their baptismal vows at the Easter liturgy. Baptism initiates us into
the eternal life Christ gives us. The baptized are sons and
daughters of God and are members of the Church, the
People of Life.
The choices of the baptized are therefore to be
shaped by their new identity (see Rom 6:6; Eph. 4:1724). Christ calls the Samaritan woman to repent as she
accepts the waters of new life (see John 4:15-24). Lenten
repentance is necessary so that God's people may more
deeply become who they are. They are called to see their
sins more clearly. Hence baptism is known as
"illumination."
Anyone who makes the Lenten journey is called to
be more alert to the attacks on human life and dignity
around them. The people of life are called to reject sin
and all the devil's works and empty promises (Renewal of
Baptismal Promises, Easter Liturgy). The "pro-choice"
and "right to die" mentalities are two of those "empty
promises" which are firmly rejected by the baptized. A
firm rejection of these positions is integral to repentance. Lent is the perfect time for us to call our congregations to a clearer understanding of why this is true, and to
lead them to a deeper affirmation of life, both natural and
eternal, in the celebration of the Paschal Mystery.

Jokes of the Week
Satan or God? A priest was ministering to a man on his deathbed. "Renounce Satan!" said the priest.”
No," said the dying man. "I say, renounce the devil and his works!" "No," the man repeats. “And why
not, I ask you in the name of all that is holy?" "Because," said the dying man, "I want to wait until I see
where I'm heading, before I start annoying anybody."
"Get behind me, Satan!": (B) I saw a cartoon on this notion recently. "A woman had bought a new
dress which was very expensive. Her husband asked why she had been so extravagant. She replied, "The
Devil made me do it." "Well," the husband asked, "Why didn't you say 'Get thee behind me Satan!'" "I
did," explained the wife, "But he said it looked as good in back as it did in front.” So I bought it."
Smarter than Einstein: At the conclusion of the Church service, the worshipers filed out of the sanctuary to greet the minister. As one of them left, he shook the minister's hand, thanked him for the sermon
and said, "Thanks for the message, Reverend. You know, you must be smarter than Einstein." Beaming
with pride, the minister said, “Thank you, brother, but why do you think so? The man replied, "Well,
Reverend, they say that Einstein was so smart that only ten people in the entire world could understand
him. But Reverend, no one can understand you!"
Priestly temptations: Once four priests were spending a couple of days at a cabin. In the evening they
decided to tell each other their biggest temptation. The first priest said, "Well, it's kind of embarrassing, but my big temptation
is gluttony." "My temptation is worse," said the second priest. "It's gambling. "Mine is worse still," said the third priest. "I
sometimes can't control the urge to drink. The fourth priest was quiet. "Brothers, I hate to say this," he said, "but my temptation is worst of all. I love to gossip - and if you guys will excuse me, I'd like to make a few phone calls!"
Picking Forbidden Fruit: It is hard to pick forbidden fruit if you are a hundred yards away, but it is easy if you are at an
arms length. When you flee temptation, be sure you don't leave a forwarding address.

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 3/11: Santiago Dyer, Patrick Schmitt
Tues. 3/12: Noah Fernandez, Diego Ramirez
Wed. 3/13: Lucas Guzman, Rosella Franco
Thurs. 3/14: Karl Uthman, Joshua Usi
Fri. 3/15: Alex Flores, Josh Pashby
Saturday, Mar. 16
8:00 a.m., Catherine Alcantara, Julia Alcantara
4:30 p.m. , Sarah Tuvo, Olivia Schot, Gina Zevallos
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who
faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

Winter Shelter for Homeless
Support Walk 2019
Sunday, April 7, at 1:30 pm—Lake
Merced, San Francisco
(parking circle at Lake Merced
and Sunset Blvds.)

Cynthia Zamboukos 415-474-1321
cynthiaz@sfinterfaithcouncil.org
All are welcome to the San Francisco Interfaith Council's
WinterFaith Shelter Walk 2019 to raise funds for the
Winter Shelter. Come and walk to support the effort to
end homelessness, an issue that grips our city. This is an
annual walk-a-thon that involves many faith traditions.
Homelessness affects all of us and this is a way in which
we can make a difference. Register early, and see the
opportunities for sponsorships and benefits.

Volunteering at St. Anthony’s
Dining Room
volunteer@stanthonysf.org stanthonysf.org
Daily 9:15 am – 1:45 pm (shifts vary in length
from 1 - 4 hours) 121 Golden Gate Ave.,

San Francisco - Marie O’Connor
Volunteers are wanted at St. Anthony’s Dining Room.
Shifts are varied; and the need is daily. You can share
stories and build community while serving thousands of
meals to homeless and low-income guests at the historic
Dining Room.

St. Stephen’s Book Club
The book for March is “The Next Person
You Meet in Heaven: The Sequel to The
Five People You Meet in Heaven” by Mitch
Albom. A year or two ago we read Mitch
Albom’s book “The Five People you Meet in Heaven” (that was made into a movie for TV).
St. Stephen’s Book Club meets the 2nd Saturday of each
month. Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Contact
Mary Molly in the parish office for more information at
faithformation@saintstephenSF.org.

Sunday, March 24th ~ One Day ONLY
8 a.m.-4 p.m. @St. Stephen School Yard
$10.00 per Vehicle (exterior clean only)
Please email carwash8thgrade@yahoo.com if you
would like to purchase a ticket. All proceeds to support Class of 2019 graduation activities.
Tickets will also be sold: Monday & Friday morning/afternoon in schoolyard. Saturday (4:30pm) &
Sunday (9:30am) after Mass.
Invite your friends and family
to stop by. Tickets will also be
available at the gate.
The Archdiocese of San Francisco Presents

The Third Annual
Clericus Classic Basketball Game
Friday, March 22, 6:30 pm
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory Gym
1055 Ellis St., San Francisco
Tickets are $10 adults and $5 students. They will be
available in select parishes, at the door, and by calling 415-614-5552.
Food and drink will be available for purchase.
Great family fun!
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donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith
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Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•
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•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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