St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

March 24, 2019

The Third Sunday of Lent
Bushes, trees and soil figure prominently in the
Scriptures we hear today. There is the burning
bush that grows on holy ground, and of course
we hear Jesus' puzzling parable of the fig tree.
Metaphors about growth and "plant" words are
some of our favorite ways of describing our lives.
We know what someone means when they say they are "putting down
roots," or when we describe our children as "growing like weeds." Although we do not live in quite the same agrarian setting as did Jesus, we
still know what he means when the Scriptures speak to us using expressions and images that are about trees and soil.
Think for a moment about our lives as Christians. Our lives contain elements of the burning bush, the
holy ground and even the fig tree. Take first the captivating image of the burning bush in the first reading. Our
lives should be like that burning bush – we are called to be on fire with God's love. In other words, we should
be radiant with God's love, a fire that burns within us. That love – God's love – should radiate out into the
world through each of us, bringing warmth and light. That fire should be revealed in how we speak and act – a
fire that does not burn yet which brightens the world.
As we gather here today, let us remember that we are standing on holy ground. In fact, wherever we
stand is holy ground, because it is ground that has been created by God. Deeper still, by the ashes of Ash
Wednesday, we were reminded that we are made of that holy ground. We are made by holiness and we are
made for holiness.
Finally, there is Jesus' parable about the fig tree. In the end, it is not sufficient for the fig tree to simply
be called a fig tree. It must bear fruit. The same is true of our identity as Christians. We, too, must bear fruit.
Yet we also know that bearing the fruit of Christian living requires patient tending. We must allow God and
others to care for us. We must also exercise Christ-like care for ourselves and for those around us. We, too,
need nourishment – fertilizer – to energize us, to help us to grow, to fill us with life. God seeks to provide us
with this nourishment as we gather here at the table of the Eucharist.
As we gather here, God shares with us the food that will see us through the cold and dark of our Lenten winter. Here God tends to us, helps us to grow and change in new and holy ways. Here we are nourished
as we make our way to the springtime of Easter.
May your continued Lenten Journey be full of blessings!
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•
•

What are some injustices in our present day society? How have I responded to them?
God called Moses through a burning bush. How does God call me? How do I respond to God’s call, especially when the call challenges my way of living?
Paul warned his readers not to be like the Hebrews who were not grateful for God’s gifts. How do I show
my gratefulness to God for all he has given me?
The fig tree was given another year to bear fruit. When has God given me a second chance to change and
bear fruit? What happened?

SPRING RAFFLE
With the increase in the weekly “giving” which takes care of our “daily” needs, we turn to the
Spring Raffle. The Raffle is designed to take care of some major expenses: roof repairs,
stained glass repairs, replacement of a thirty year old worn out church carpet. I come to you
and ask you to participate in what we are calling the “Spring Raffle.” If we can sell enough
ticket books we can raise of $60,000 to make these building repairs happen. This, of course,
with your help. . . . .Individual tickets are $5, a book of tickets is $20.00. For that $20.00 book you receive
four tickets, plus two free! What a deal that is! Drawing to be held on Easter Sunday at the Easter Egg
Hunt! . . . . . .What a great way to help fix-up your parish and at the same time have a chance at some great
prizes. We thank Duggans-Serra Mortuary for their donation of the tickets and second prize. Take a book or
more home and sell them wherever you go! Good luck!
NEVER GIVE UP
Because God never gives up on us, we need
never give up. From the many true and apocryphal
stories about the life of Winston Churchill comes the
report of a singular commencement address. After
enduring a lengthy introduction, Churchill reportedly
rose from his seat, strode to the podium and stared
fixedly at his audience of new graduates. "Never give
up!" he pronounced solemnly. Churchill then turned,
walked back to his chair and sat down. As the
stunned students momentarily sat in silence, Churchill, with perfect timing, once again rose from his
chair, returned to the podium and again announced,
"Never give up!" Now, terrified they might respond
improperly, the audience never uttered a squeak as
their speaker once again returned to his seat. Sure
enough, Churchill returned to the podium again, and
again and yet again - five times - each time delivering his single-minded message, "Never give up!" At
last, feeling he had exhausted his audience and driven home his point, Churchill himself did give up and
returned to the podium no more. But you can be sure
that no graduate in that audience ever forgot that
speech or forgot that he or she must "never give up!"

BUT GOD NEVER GAVE UP
God has promised never to give up on us. All of the
Scriptures Old and New Testaments together are a
record of how God never, never, never, never, never
gives up.
- Adam and Eve disobeyed the very First Rule. But
God never gave up.
- Abraham wandered, and Sarah laughed. But God
never gave up.
- Moses hid and shook with fear. But God never gave
up.
- Saul went insane. But God never gave up.
- David plotted against Uriah. But God never gave
up.
- Ahaz sold out to Assyria. But God never gave up.
- Israel fell into pieces. But God never gave up.
- The Jewish people became exiles. But God never
gave up.
- John the Baptist was beheaded. But God never gave
up.
- Peter denied he even knew Jesus, and Judas betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver. But God never
gave up.
- The disciples all ran away. But God never gave up.

WEEKLY OFFERTORY (Donations)
Over the past few weeks I have asked you to consider increasing your weekly donations to help offset the rising costs of “everyday” living. Utilities increase, building maintenance rise, etc. I thank those of you who
have answered this call. I do ask all of you to think about this, pray over it, and if you can handle such an increase, no matter what amount – please do consider it. It is out hope to be able to keep offering the various
ministries that we currently offer, without interruption. And with everyone’s help – we can make that possible.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need.
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Mar. 25
8:00 a.m.
† E. T. Thomas

(By: Adele Caunan)

5

Tuesday, Mar. 26
8:00 a.m.
Rey Ysip Sp. Int.
(By: Ysip Family)

Wednesday, Mar. 27
8:00 a.m.
Alaina Kyra Sp. Int.
(By: Papa & Mama)

Thursday, Mar. 28
8:00 a.m.
† Vera Mazzola
(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, Mar. 29
8:00 a.m.

St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Saturday, Mar. 30
8:00 a.m.
† Bernard Crotty
(By: Fr. Tony)

4:30 p.m.

† Amador Juanito Calado
(By: Gloria Calado)

Sunday, Mar. 31
8:00 a.m
† Justa DeJesus
(By: Maria Barzoloski)
9:30 a.m.
† Angelo Devincenzi

(By: Teresa & Tony Devincenzi)

11:30 a.m.

† Bill Herbert

6:45 p.m.

† Kelly Sicangco

(By: Ed & Cecelia Prete)
(By: Nokic & Babette Angeles)

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — “I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and have
come to rescue them” (Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15)
or Exodus 17:3-7.
Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103) .
Second Reading — Those who think they are standing
secure should take care not to fall (1 Corinthians 10:1-6,
10-12) or Romans 5:1-2, 5-8.
Gospel — I shall cultivate the ground around the fig tree
and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future (Luke 13:
1-9) or John 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42].

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 03/17/19

$ 5,763.25

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Mar. 24 - St. Vincent de Paul
Sunday, Mar.31 - Men’s Club
Donuts will not be served until completion of
mass.

Monday, Mar. 25
12:00 p.m. 50+ Club/Hall
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Conf. Rm.
Tuesday, Mar. 26
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Mar. 27
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
6:00 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper/Hall
Thursday, Mar. 28
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, Mar. 29
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Mar. 30
Sunday, Mar. 31
9:00 a.m.
Chilean Festival/Hall
9:30 a.m.
BCSFYAO Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m. Adult Volleyball/Gym

St. Vincent De Paul Society
Our St. Stephen’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference would like to thank you for your contributions to the 2nd collection for St. Vincent
De Paul on December 30th and December
31st. This Christmas we were able to help 8
families enjoy Christmas and provide them with a
Christmas dinner. It is because of your generosity and
compassion that we are able to help the poor. Thank
you so much for your continued support. Happy New
Year!
On March 30th and 31st, there will be a 2nd Collection
for the St. Stephen’s St. Vincent De Paul Society. Your
continued support enables us to minister to those who
are less fortunate. Over the years, our conference has
helped many people who are in need all because of your
generosity.

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick. May they
know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

2019 ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
Thank you to those who have already responded to the Appeal - your generosity is most heartwarming! It is important
that everyone in the parish, and the Archdiocese, take this project seriously, as I remind everyone that there are so many
fellow Catholics who benefit from your generosity.
Our "required" participation this year is $92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioner and visitor alike. Brochures are available on the tables in the vestibule (and side entrance). No gift is too small, and all gifts help the programs as explained in the brochure.
I also invite you to join the 1% club, which means you are invited to a great dinner at the priest house (what a deal that
is!). So check out the brochure, pray over how you can help, and return it with your support as soon as possible. I thank
you in advance for your participation.
(Fr. Tony)
Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 71,341.00.

PARISH GOAL : $ 93,240.00
Week

Amount Received

No. of Households

BALANCE

4

$ 300.00

1

$ 71,341.00

1-3

$ 21,044

73

$ 71,641.00

Anonymous
Ms. Phyllis Abad
M/M Dale Allen Jr.
M/M Michael Alves
Mrs. Dorothy Arata
Mrs. Regina Aye & Mr. James Lin
M/M Allan D. Ayson
Mr. Clemence Blondo
Mr. Kieran Branch & Ms. Beatriz O'Daly
Mrs. Maria E. Brooks
Ms. Nancy Buckley
Ms. Jocelyn Caoile
M/M Patrick J. Casserly Jr.
Mr. Frank Cassinelli
Ms. Adelaida R. Caunan
M/M Douglas Cayabyab
M/M Graziano Cerchiai
M/M Joseph Champagne
M/M Thomas Cleary
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
M/M Ronan Concannon
Mr. Joseph D’Aura
M/M Calvin Delucchi
Ms. Lori M. Di Grande
M/M David Dulany
M/M Gerard Fernandez
M/M Primo Fernandez

Ms. Suzanne Fichera

Ms. Betty Ganduglia
M/M Darius S. Garcia
M/M Gavin Garzee
Ms. Avelina A. Gomez
M/M Mark Gottas
Mrs. Diane Gragnani
Mrs. Linda Grimes
M/M Roberto Guzman
M/M James P Hargarten
Mr. Daniel Ho Haryasyah
M/M Lawrence Hayes
M/M Thomas Hazard
M/M Claudio Hrvatin
M/M Brian Jarnutowski
Ms. Cynthia G. Kelly
Mrs. Marcail Kennedy
M/M Douglas Kilroy
M/M Leo LaRocca
Rev. Anthony P LaTorre
M/M Anthony P Lou
M/M Damian Madden
M/M Ralph Mapson
M/M Lawrence Mazzola
Mr. Daniel McGarry &
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Mrs. Alene Meyers
Mrs. Gayle T. Montalbano

M/M Joseph Morello
Mrs. Elizabeth Nakagoshi
M/M Eddie Nasser
Ms. Myrna Orais
M/M Mathew Pashby
M/M Thomas M. Perlite
M/M Joseph Phair
M/M Raymond Rinaldi
M/m Rodel Rodis
M/M Daniel M. Salvemini
Rev David Schunk
M/M Martin Slattery
Ms. Lutzie E. Sotto
Mr. Dimitri Stavrakis
M/M Peter Stephans
Ms. Jean Summer
Ms. Vanessa Usi-Dang
M/M Robert Xavier
M/M Reynaldo Ysip

Thank you!

JOKE OF THE WEEK
#1 In a large city, a priest parked his car in a no-parking zone because he couldn't find a metered
space. He put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the block 100 times. If I don't
park here, I'll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses."When he returned, he found a citation
from a police officer along with this note: "I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket, I'll lose my
job. Lead us not into temptation."
# 2: There is the story of a young woman who talked to her pastor about the sin of pride. She said, “Every Sunday I
come to church and look around and think to myself that I am the prettiest girl in the church. I try to stop but I just can’t.
Am I horribly sinful?” The minister looked at her and said, “No dear, not horribly sinful; just horribly mistaken.”
#3: What do you say when someone around you sneezes? Most of us will quickly say " God Bless You " or
“Gesundheit” (which is the German word for Good Health). Have you ever wondered why we say "God Bless You"
when someone sneezes? Jewish sages tell us that it has to do with an ancient belief that the Lord just blessed that person
with another day here on His earth.
# 4: Now I know: One lady told me, “Preacher, I never knew what suffering was until I heard you preach. Now I know.”
Some preaching and some teaching is like suffering.

PRAYER FOR LENT
Speak to me, O my God,
let me know your will,
for behold I am ready
to fulfill your every command.
The difficult, the irksome,
I will patiently endure
for love of you.
(St. John Neumann)

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 3/25: Catherine & Julie Alcantara
Tues. 3/26: Declan Mahony, Sammy Naser
Wed. 3/27: Domenic Regalia, Diego Ramirez
Thurs. 3/28: Beatriz Taylor, Bridget Stecher
Fri. 3/29: Sarah Tuvo, Olivia Schot
Saturday, Mar. 30
8:00 a.m., Ryan Dugan, Karl Uthman
4:30 p.m. Patrick Schmitt, Erin Ritchie
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who
faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

Winter Shelter for Homeless
Support Walk 2019
Sunday, April 7, at 1:30 pm
Lake Merced, San Francisco
(parking circle at Lake Merced
and Sunset Blvds.)

Cynthia Zamboukos 415-474-1321
cynthiaz@sfinterfaithcouncil.org
All are welcome to the San Francisco Interfaith Council's
WinterFaith Shelter Walk 2019 to raise funds for the
Winter Shelter. Come and walk to support the effort to
end homelessness, an issue that grips our city. This is an
annual walk-a-thon that involves many faith traditions.
Homelessness affects all of us and this is a way in which
we can make a difference. Register early, and see the
opportunities for sponsorships and benefits.

Volunteering at St. Anthony’s
Dining Room
volunteer@stanthonysf.org stanthonysf.org
Daily 9:15 am – 1:45 pm (shifts vary in length
from 1 - 4 hours) 121 Golden Gate Ave.,

San Francisco - Marie O’Connor
Volunteers are wanted at St. Anthony’s Dining Room.
Shifts are varied; and the need is daily. You can share
stories and build community while serving thousands of
meals to homeless and low-income guests at the historic
Dining Room.

Wednesday Lenten
Soup Suppers
March 27th and April 3rd

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Soup Supper & Guest Speaker
in Donworth Hall
Tuesday, April 9th ~ 7:00 p.m.
Taizé Candlelight Prayer
Service in St. Stephen Church

TODAY!
Sunday, March 24th 8 a.m.-4
p.m. @St. Stephen School Yard
$10.00 per Vehicle
(exterior clean only)
All proceeds to support Class of 2019 graduation
activities.
St. Stephen Women’s Guild

Mark Your Calendar!

Annual Spring Bake Sale
Saturday & Sunday,
April 13 & 14

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2018-2019

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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