St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

Palm (Passion) Sunday
(Isaiah 50:4-7; Phil 2:60-11; Mark 14:1-15, 47)
The Church celebrates today as both Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. Today’s liturgy
combines contrasting moments of glory and suffering – the royal welcome given to Jesus
by his followers and the unjust drama of his trial culminating in his crucifixion. Holy
Week challenges us to remember and relive the events which brought about our redemption and salvation, to appreciate gratefully the price Jesus paid for our salvation, and to
return God’s love for us (expressed through the suffering and death of Jesus), by loving others. The meditation on these Paschal mysteries should enable us to do our own dying to sin and rising with Jesus, which will
result in our healing, reconciliation, and redemption. Proper participation in the Holy Week liturgy will also
deepen our relationship with God, increase our Faith and strengthen our lives as disciples of Jesus.
Today's first reading, found in the prophecy of Isaiah, is called the third Servant Song. Jesus saw aspects of his own life and mission foreshadowed in the Servant Songs. The second reading, taken from Paul’s
letter to the Philippians, is an ancient Christian hymn representing a very early Christian understanding of
who Jesus is, and of how his mission saves us from sin and death. The first part of today’s Gospel describes
the royal reception which Jesus received from his admirers. They paraded with him for a distance of two
miles: from the Mount of Olives to the city of Jerusalem. In the second part of today’s Gospel, we listen to
the Passion of Christ according to Mark. We are challenged to examine our own lives in the light of some of
the characters in the story like Peter who denied Jesus, Judas who betrayed Jesus, Pilate who acted against his
conscience and condemned Jesus to death on the cross, Herod who ridiculed Jesus and the leaders of the people who preserved their positions by getting rid of Jesus.
Let us try to answer five questions today: 1) Does Jesus weep over my
sinful soul as he wept over Jerusalem at the beginning of his Palm Sunday procession? 2) Am I a barren fig tree? God expects me to produce fruits of holiness, purity, justice, humility, obedience, charity, and forgiveness. Do I? Or
do I continue to produce bitter fruits of impurity, injustice, pride, hatred, jealousy and selfishness? 3) Will Jesus have to cleanse my heart with his
whip? Jesus cannot tolerate the desecration of the temple of his Holy Spirit in
me by my addiction to uncharitable, unjust and impure thoughts words and
deeds; neither does Jesus approve of my calculation of loss and gain in my relationship with God. 4) Do I welcome Jesus into my heart? Am I ready to surrender my life to him during this Holy Week and welcome him into all areas of
my life as my Lord and Savior? The palms should remind us that Christ is our
King and the true answer to our quest for happiness and meaning in life. 5) Are
we like the humble donkey that carried Jesus? Let us carry and radiate Jesus’
universal love, unconditional forgiveness and sacrificial service to our families, and communities.
I encourage and invite you to join us in the sacred liturgies of Holy
Week as we prepare for the most holiest of days, Easter.

Father Tony

•
•
•

LITURGY AND LIFE
During Lent, have you grown to see the Lord as the one who can help you?
In the reading from Philippians, Jesus is the essence of humility. Do you consider the life of a Christian as
one of humility?
When were there times that you denied Jesus?

Monday, Mar. 26
8:00 a.m.
† Justa de Jesus

(By: Maria Barsolosky)

Tuesday, Mar. 27
8:00 a.m.
† Amador Juan Calado
(By: Gloria Calado)

Wednesday, Mar. 28
8:00 a.m.
Alaina Kyra Sp. Int.
(By: Papa & Mama)

Holy Thursday, Mar. 29
7:30 p.m.
St. Stephen Parishioners
(By: Fr. Tony)

Good Friday, Mar. 30
11:00 a.m.
Reconciliation
Holy Saturday, Mar. 31
8:00 p.m.
† Eugie Kerrisk

(By: Denis & Sheila McCarthy)

Easter Sunday, Apr. 1
8:00 a.m
† John C. Farrell

SAINTS AND SPECIAL
OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

(By: Malvina Farrell)

9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Monday, Mar. 26
12:00 p.m.
50+ Club/Hall
3:30 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
Tuesday, Mar. 27
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Mar. 28
Thursday, Mar. 29
Friday, Mar. 30
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Mar. 31
Sunday, Apr. 1
8:30 a.m.
Never To Late Basketball/Hall
10:30 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt/Ralph Nicol Park
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
Our online website includes a community events calendar.

† John Corry
(By: Mary McCann

6:45 p.m.
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
March 25, 2018 [Christ Jesus] humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.— Philippians 2:8

Second Collection—Good Friday
A collection will be taken on Good Friday, March 30 for
The Holy Land

Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord
Monday:
Monday of Holy Week
Tuesday:
Tuesday of Holy Week
Wednesday: Wednesday of Holy Week
Thursday: Holy Thursday;
The Sacred Paschal Triduum
Friday:
Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Fri
day); Fast and Abstinence;
Passover begins
Saturday: The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night;
Holy Saturday
SUFFERING
Jesus did not come to do away with suffering or remove it. He came to fill it with his presence.—Paul Claudel

P

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Palm Sunday: As we begin the solemn events of Holy
Week, leading up to the events of Good Friday, the Liturgy Committee felt it would be appropriate to dispense
with the coffee/donuts on this particular Sunday.
Easter Sunday: The Women’s Guild cordially invites
the parish to refreshments following the 9:30 Mass, next
door at Ralph Nicol Park on this Easter Morning while
the children of the parish enjoy the traditional Easter Egg
hunt. All are welcome!

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Maureen Conley,
Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Emma Lew, Al Gragnani,
Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Maria Matthews, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

HOLY THURSDAY
March 29
On Holy Thursday we celebrate three anniversaries: 1) the anniversary of the first Holy Mass, 2) the
anniversary of the institution of ministerial priesthood in
order to perpetuate the Holy Mass, convey God’s forgiveness to repentant sinners and preach the Good News
of Salvation, and 3) the anniversary of Jesus’ promulgation of His new commandment of love: “Love one another as I have loved you.” Today we remember how Jesus
transformed the Jewish Passover into the New Testament
Passover. The Jewish Passover was, in fact, a joint celebration of two ancient thanksgiving celebrations. The
descendants of Abel, who were shepherds, used to lead
their sheep from the winter pastures to the summer pastures after the sacrificial offering of a lamb to God. They
called this celebration the “Pass over." The farming descendants of Cain, however, held a harvest festival called
the Massoth in which they offered unleavened bread to
God as an act of thanksgiving. The Passover feast of the
Israelites (Exodus 12:26-37), was a harmonious combination of these two ancient feasts of thanksgiving, commanded by the Lord God and celebrated yearly by all
Israelites to thank God for the miraculous liberation of
their ancestors from Egyptian slavery, their exodus from
Egypt and final arrival in the Promised Land.
A challenge for humble service. Our celebration
of the Eucharist requires that we wash one another’s feet,
That is, serve one another, and revere Christ's presence in
other persons. In practical terms, that means we are to
consider their needs to be as important as our own and to
serve their needs, without expecting any reward. 2) A
loving invitation for sacrificial sharing and self-giving
love. Let us imitate the self-giving model of Jesus who
shares with us his own body and blood and who enriches
us with his Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. It is by
sharing our blessings – our talents, time, health and
wealth - with others that we become true disciples of
Christ and obey Jesus’ new commandment: “Love one
another as I have loved you.” 3) An invitation to become
Christ-bearers and Christ-conveyers: "Go forth, the Mass
is ended," really means, “Go in peace to love and serve
one another.’’ We are to carry Jesus to our homes and
places of work, conveying to others around us the love,
mercy, forgiveness and spirit of humble service of Christ
whom we carry with us.

OPERATION RICE BOWL
Those participating in this project are asked to return
the Rice Bowls on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.
There is a collection box behind the last pew. Thank
you! (Fr. Tony).

OUR PALM SUNDAY “HUMOR”
A little girl came home from worship. It was
Palm Sunday. Her father asked what she
had learned that day. She told him she
learned all about the crowd waving their
palm branches and singing a song to Jesus.
The father was pleased that she had learned so much. He
asked, “What was the song they were singing to Jesus?”
The little girl paused, then said, “I think it was O Susanna.”
* * * * * *
Little Johnny was sick on Palm Sunday and stayed home
from Church with his mother. His father returned from
Church holding a palm branch. The little boy was curious and asked why. His father explained, "You see, when
Jesus came into town, everyone waved palm branches to
honor him; so we got palm branches today." "Aw,
shucks,” grumbled Little Johnny. "The one Sunday I
can't go to Church, and Jesus shows up!"
* * * * * * * **
An Episcopal priest was preaching in an unfamiliar
church on Palm Sunday. As he stood in the pulpit to
begin the service, he tapped the microphone to make sure
that it was on. He heard nothing, even though the microphone was working fine. So, he leaned closer to the microphone and said to himself; "There is something wrong
with this thing." The congregation, being well-trained
church people immediately responded, "And also with
you.”

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
A collaboration in which every parish contributes toward the support of ministries and services rendered by our
Archdiocese of San Francisco. Our parish of Saint Stephen has a goal this year of $93,240.00. Each household
taking part in the campaign helps our parish reach its goal toward helping our Archdiocese’s many ministries,
which includes: Vocations; Ministerial training; Ministry in the jails; Social Ministries; Chancery operations;
Youth programs; Clergy support; Catholic communications; Senior assistance. Contributions that surpass the parish goal of $93,240.00 are returned to the parish directly. Your generosity can make this happen!
PARISH GOAL : $93,240.00
Week 5

Received: $1,310 .00

Households: 9

Balance : $76,845.00

Week 4

Received: $15,085 .00

Households: 73

Balance : $78,155.00

Anonymous
Ms. Phyllis Abad
Mr. and Mrs. Dale L. Allen Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Au
Mr. and Mrs. Moises Bautista, Jr
Dr. Richard L. Blake
Mr. and Mrs. James Brady
Mrs. Maria E. Brooks
Mrs. Nancy Buckley
Mr. John P. Cahalane and
Mr. Clodagh Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos R. Cajilig, Jr.
Mr. Peter Cardozo
Ms. Adelaida R. Caunan
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Cayabyab
Mr. and Mrs. Graziano Cerchiai
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cleary
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
Ms. Gloria Daﬀner
Mr. and Mrs. Bartley Davey
Mr. and Mrs. Arsenio Del Rosario
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Delucchi
Ms. Irene Dobbins
Mr. and Mrs. David Dulany
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Farrel
Mr. and Mrs. Primo Fernandez
Ms. Suzanne Fichera

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Franco
Ms. Be y Ganduglia
Mr. and Mrs. Gavin D. Garzee
Mrs. Elinor Ga o
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Guzman
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Hallinan
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hayes
Mrs. Patricia Hayes
Ms. Joanne Hayes-White
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hazard
Mr. Sorasith Intrasinghathong
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Jarnutowski
Ms. Cynthia G. Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Leo LaRocca
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Landers
Rev. Anthony P. La Torre
Mr. Paul Laveroni
Mr. and Mrs. Ma hew Lobre
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Lou
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Lubich
Mr. and Mrs. Damian Madden
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Marinai
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mazzola
Mr. Daniel McGarry and
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Mrs. Charles Meyers
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Morello
Mrs. Ester Naghampa
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Nealon
Mrs. Esther Nzewi
Mr. and Mrs. Remigius Ojong
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Onken
Ms. Anne O’Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Perlite
Mrs. Ferlie Putra
Mrs. Olive Raﬀaelli
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ramos
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rinaldi
Mr. and Mrs. John Ritchie
Ms. Cris na C. Sagala
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Salvemini
Mr. and Mrs. Emil Sayada
Ms. Lutzie E. So o
Ms. Louise Stagnaro
Mr. and Mrs. George Staniotes
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Stephans
Mrs. Jane Storseter
Ms. Nancy Tam
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence W. Teshara
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Ubungen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Xavier
Mr. and Mrs. Reynaldo Ysip

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 3/26: Eoghan Daly, Santino Franco
Tues. 3/27: Molly Linehan, Olivia Schot
Wed. 3/28: Aidan Dugan, Cian O’Donoghue,
Thurs. 3/29: Alexa O’Callaghan, Michael McDonough, Dory Miller,
Benjamin Corvi, Mateo Guzman
Fri. 3/30: Good Friday
Saturday, Mar. 31
8:00 p.m. Mikel Villamayor, Aidan Flocchini, Andersen Cooper,
Lauren Boilard, Caroline Wong
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

Easter Flowers

GOOD FRIDAY
March 30
There were three crosses on Golgotha. On the
right and on the left were two robbers being crucified for
rebellion and murder. On the central cross, Jesus died for
our sin. On one side of Jesus hung a criminal who taunted
Jesus in disbelief; he died in sin. On the other side of Jesus, however, hung a criminal who believed in Jesus. He
scolded the mocker and begged, “Jesus, remember me
when You come into Your Kingdom.” He died to sin and,
Jesus promised would be with him in Paradise that very
day. On the central cross (with its mocking title, “Jesus the
Nazarene king of the Jews,” in three languages) hung a
sinless Sufferer! He was dying for the sins of the
world. Hanging on that cross, Jesus spoke seven times
during the closing moments of his earthly life. It has been
an age-old practice in the Church to reflect on these last
words of Jesus from the cross as an integral part of Good
Friday observance so that we may repent of our sins and
resolve to renew our lives and thus participate fully in the
joy of Jesus' Resurrection.
The word of Forgiveness: “Then said Jesus,
‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do’"(Luke 23:34).
The word of Assurance: “Then [the criminal
who had scolded his fellow criminal for mocking Jesus]
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied to him, ‘Amen, I say to you, today you
will be with me in Paradise.’ (Luke 23:42-43).
The word of Comfort: “When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to
his mother, ‘Woman, behold your son.’ Then he said to
the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother.’ And from that hour
the disciple took her into his home” (John 19:26-27).
The word of Desolation: “From noon onward,
darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And at about three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Matthew
27:45-46).
The word of Suffering: "After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I thirst’"(John
19:28). "Zhena" - "I thirst," the fifth word of Jesus from
the cross, is the shortest of the seven, reminding us of
Psalm 22:15: "My throat is as dry as dust, and my tongue
sticks to the roof of my mouth."
The word of Triumph: "When Jesus therefore had
received the vinegar, he said, ‘It is finished’"(John 19:30).
The word of Committal: "Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, 'Father, into your hands I commend my spirit';
and when he had said this he breathed his last"(Luke
23:46).

As we prepare for the solemnity of
Easter, we look forward to the joy of the
Resurrection. We hope to express our joy
by filling our church with a bountiful display of Easter flowers.
If you would like to have a flower
placed in our church, please fill out this
form and return it to the O’Reilly Parish
Office not later than Wednesday,
March 28, 2018. Please include a contribution of $15.00 per plant

I would like to have Easter
flowers placed in the church in
loving memory of:
…………………………………
……………………….…………
…………………………….……
I would like to have Easter
flowers placed in the church in
honor of:
.…………………….……………
……………………………………
My name

…………………………
My telephone #

…………………………

Enclosed is my
donation of $............
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStepehnSF.org

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________
Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes

No

(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

