St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Today’s readings remind us that we have a
loving God who supplies all our needs but
also gives us free will. He knows our weaknesses, and is always ready to receive us
with forgiveness and mercy – when we turn
to him with trust, repentance and humility.
The first reading in particular is a reminder that God provides for us. For years while the Israelites were in the desert, God
had provided manna, which miraculously showed up in the desert
so the people could keep up their strength during their journey in
the desert. But once they arrived in the land that had been promised to them and had access to the fruits of
the land, God ceased the necessity of providing the extraordinary gift of manna and allowed the people of
Israel to be nurtured through their free cooperation with nature and the natural order of crops.
Similarly, Jesus shows us how God – through the character of the father in the parable of the prodigal son – takes care of us without forcing himself on us or preventing our turning away from him. The
father honors the unreasonable request of his younger son (who by Jewish law has no claim on any inheritance) and divides his estate between the two sons. He doesn’t prevent the younger son from leaving
home to live a life of sin in a foreign country, but gives him the freedom to make mistakes. He doesn’t
chase after his son or send out detectives to find him and bring him back – but lets the son use his free
will to embark on the path he has chosen. Once the son realizes his mistake and comes back home, however, the father meets him more than halfway and welcomes him whole-heartedly, without judgment or
reproach.
God works the same way with us. He provides for us, but he does not force us into a relationship
with him. By his grace we are invited; by our will and his grace do we respond. During Lent, we are invited in a special way to turn back to God in whatever way may be necessary – to take the first step of reconciliation with God or with others. God waits for us patiently in the sacrament of reconciliation, and is ready
to absolve us and make us “new creations” as we confess our sins and ask for God’s forgiveness and
strength. Let us pray and encourage one another to live out God’s call to us in Lent: to provide manna for
one another and to turn back to God with all our hearts, minds and souls.
May you be blessed this week and always.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•
•
•
•

With which character in the parable do I most closely identify with? Why? What traits of this character to I see in
myself?
When have I found it difficult to rejoice at the good fortune of someone else? Why did I feel that way?
How have I responded to the graces offered to me on my spiritual journey so that I can become “the very holiness of
God”?
How has Jesus revealed himself to me?
What causes me to feel anger or jealousy?
How do I live as a disciple of Jesus?

WEEKLY OFFERTORY (Donations)
Over the past few weeks I have asked you to consider increasing your weekly donations to help offset the rising costs of “everyday” living. Utilities increase, building maintenance rise, etc. I thank those of you who
have answered this call. I do ask all of you to think about this, pray over it, and if you can handle such an increase, no matter what amount – please do consider it. It is out hope to be able to keep offering the various
ministries that we currently offer, without interruption. And with everyone’s help – we can make that possible.

SPRING RAFFLE
With the increase in the weekly “giving” which takes care of our “daily” needs, we turn to the Spring Raffle.
The Raffle is designed to take care of some major expenses: roof repairs, stained glass repairs, replacement
of a thirty year old worn out church carpet. I come to you and ask you to participate in what we are calling
the “Spring Raffle.” If we can sell enough ticket books we can raise of $60,000 to make these building repairs happen. This, of course, with your help. . . . .Individual tickets are $5, a book of tickets is $20.00. For
that $20.00 book you receive four tickets, plus two free! What a deal that is! Drawing to be held on Easter
Sunday at the Easter Egg Hunt! . . . . . .What a great way to help fix-up your parish and at the same time
have a chance at some great prizes. We thank Duggans-Serra Mortuary for their donation of the tickets and
second prize. Take a book or more home and sell them wherever you go! Good luck!

The Prodigal Father
The father in the story represents God the Father. According to the law and customs in ancient Palestine, a
father could dispose of his
property by making a will
that would be executed when
he died (Numbers 36:7-9) or
he could give his possessions to his children while still alive.
Usually the eldest son received a double share or twice the
amount that each of the other sons would receive. But in the
parable, the father promptly gave a share of his property to
his younger son, bid him a tearful farewell and waited daily
for his return. Finally, after squandering his money, his morals and even his Jewish religious heritage, the boy returned in
rags. He confessed his sins, and his father promptly forgave him, kissed him on the cheeks, and healed the broken
relationship between them. He ordered a bath for his son,
gave him new garments (a sign of honor) and a golden signet
ring (sign of authority and trust). By ordering sandals for the
feet of his son, the father signaled his reacceptance of the
returned penitent as his son. The robe and ring and shoes
were a sign that the son would not be received into the house
as a servant (slaves did not wear shoes, robes or finger rings)
but in his former status as son. The killing of the fatted calf,
specially raised for the Passover feast, meant that the entire
village was invited for the grand party given in the returned
son’s honor. When the elder brother refused to join in the
party, the father went out to beg him to be reconciled with his
younger brother and to share in the father’s joy. The father
assured the elder son of his continuing love and of the son’s
secure inheritance and place in the family by saying, “All I
have is yours.” Thus, the father symbolizes the loving and
unconditionally forgiving Heavenly Father who is excessive,
extravagant and generous with His forgiveness and mercy.
Mirroring our Heavenly Father, Jesus, too, squanders his love
on those who need it most. Although the story of the prodigal son is often given as an example of repentance, it is actually the story of how God forgives and heals the repentant
sinner. Like God, the father in the parable was ready to forgive both of his "sinful" sons even before they repented. St.
Thomas Aquinas explains that God already forgives us as
soon as we repent, even before we go to confession or perform any penance. The forgiveness the father offers in the
parable parallels the forgiveness God offers in real life. That
is why Jesus in the Gospels frequently describes God more
like a defense attorney than a prosecuting attorney.

The Self-Justifying Elder Son
The unforgiving elder son represents the selfrighteous Pharisees. He had no feelings of sympathy for his
brother. He played the part of a dutiful son, but his heart was
not in it. He was resentful, bitter and angry. He was so jealous of his younger brother that he never wanted to see him
again. He leveled a series of allegations against his prodigal
brother, whom he viewed as a rival. Instead of honoring his
father by joining him in accepting his brother and playing an
appropriate role at the meal, the elder son publicly insulted
and humiliated his father (vv. 28-30). Jesus includes this
character in the story to represent the scribes and Pharisees
who began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” We are not told how the elder son responded to his father’s plea, or to his father’s assurances of
continued love, place and
inheritance (“All I have is
yours”). Perhaps that is because Jesus meant the
scribes and Pharisees to see
that their own final response
to the Father’s love in sending Jesus had yet to be made,
and that they still had time to
“return home” to their Father
in welcoming Him.

TODAY
Traditionally, the Fourth Sunday of Lent is
called Laetare Sunday (Rejoice Sunday). Anticipating
Easter joy, today’s readings invite us to rejoice by being
reconciled with God through repentance and the confession of our sins and by celebrating our coming home to
be with our loving and forgiving God.

Wednesday Lenten
Soup Suppers
April 3rd
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Soup Supper & Guest Speaker in
Donworth Hall

Tuesday, April 9th

7:00 p.m.
Taizé Candlelight Prayer
Service in St. Stephen Church

Monday, Apr. 1
8:00 a.m.

† Reynaldo Pira
(By: Thelma Ramos)

5

Tuesday, Apr. 2
8:00 a.m.

† E. T. Thomas

(By: St. Stephen Rosary Pray Group)

Wednesday, Apr. 3
8:00 a.m.
St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Thursday, Apr. 4
8:00 a.m.
Friday, Apr. 5
8:00 a.m.

Cynthia P. De Jesus Sp. Int.

(By: Plondaya Family)

† Mary Grace Dunn

(By: Richard Dunn & Marianne Daly)

Saturday, Apr 6
8:00 a.m.
† Darlene Logosz
(By: Fr. Tony)

4:30 p.m.

† Leonard Stephanelli
(By: Fr. Tony)

Sunday, Apr. 7
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.

† Mary Grace Dunn
(By: Marianne Daly)
† Jim Hennessy

11:30 a.m.

† Joseph Montalbano

(By: Larry & Peggy Teshara

(By: Gayle Montalbano)

6:45 p.m.

† Cheng Lian Hong

OUR STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
As you look around our beautiful church you are surrounded by the beautiful stained glass windows that Father Donworth had commissioned in the early 1960's by
artist Carl Huneke, Century Stained Glass Studio of San
Francisco. Saint Stephen is the first church
in which Carl Huneke created all the windows in faceted glass. Saint Stephen was
Carl's family parish and he was thrilled
when he was invited by Father Donworth
to create the windows for the new church
building. You can view each of the windows and see their planning design by visiting www.hunekestainedglass.com plus
other works that Carl has created.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Mar. 31 - St. Vincent de Paul
Sunday, Apr. 7 - Faith Formation
Donuts will not be served until completion of
mass.

Monday, Apr. 1
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Conf. Rm.
Tuesday, Apr. 2
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Apr. 3
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:00 p.m.
Fashion Show Practice/Hall
6:00 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper/Hall
7:30 p.m.
On Eagles Wings/EC
Thursday, Apr. 4
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
3:00 p.m.
Fashion Show Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Men’s Club/Hall
Friday, .Apr 5
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Apr. 6
11:30 a.m.
Spring Fashion Show/Olympic Club
12:00 p.m.
Birthday Party/Hall
Sunday, Apr. 7
3:30 p.m. WKICU/Church & EC
9:30 a.m.
BCSFYAO Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Fourth Sunday of Lent;
Second Scrutiny
April Fool’s Day
St. Francis of Paola
St. Isidore of Seville
St. Vincent Ferrer; First Friday;
Abstinence
First Saturday

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 03/24/19

$ 5,551.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of
Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

2019 ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
Thank you to those who have already responded to the Appeal - your generosity is most heartwarming! It is important
that everyone in the parish, and the Archdiocese, take this project seriously, as I remind everyone that there are so many
fellow Catholics who benefit from your generosity.
Our "required" participation this year is $92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioner and visitor alike. Brochures are available on the tables in the vestibule (and side entrance). No gift is too small, and all gifts help the programs as explained in the brochure.
I also invite you to join the 1% club, which means you are invited to a great dinner at the priest house (what a deal that
is!). So check out the brochure, pray over how you can help, and return it with your support as soon as possible. I thank
you in advance for your participation. (Fr. Tony)
Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 71,341.00.

PARISH GOAL : $ 92,685.00
Week

Amount Received

No. of Households

BALANCE

4

$ 300.00

1

$ 71,341.00

1-3

$ 21,044

73

$ 71,641.00

Anonymous

Ms. Phyllis Abad
M/M Dale Allen Jr.
M/M Michael Alves
Mrs. Dorothy Arata
Mrs. Regina Aye & Mr. James Lin
M/M Allan D. Ayson
Mr. Clemence Blondo
Mr. Kieran Branch & Ms. Beatriz O'Daly
Mrs. Maria E. Brooks
Ms. Nancy Buckley
Ms. Jocelyn Caoile
M/M Patrick J. Casserly Jr.
Mr. Frank Cassinelli
Ms. Adelaida R. Caunan
M/M Douglas Cayabyab
M/M Graziano Cerchiai
M/M Joseph Champagne
M/M Thomas Cleary
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
M/M Ronan Concannon
Mr. Joseph D’Aura
M/M Calvin Delucchi
Ms. Lori M. Di Grande
M/M David Dulany
M/M Gerard Fernandez
M/M Primo Fernandez

Ms. Suzanne Fichera
Ms. BeƩy Ganduglia
M/M Darius S. Garcia
M/M Gavin Garzee

Ms. Avelina A. Gomez
M/M Mark GoƩas
Mrs. Diane Gragnani
Mrs. Linda Grimes
M/M Roberto Guzman
M/M James P Hargarten
Mr. Daniel Ho Haryasyah
M/M Lawrence Hayes
M/M Thomas Hazard
M/M Claudio HrvaƟn
M/M Brian Jarnutowski
Ms. Cynthia G. Kelly
Mrs. Marcail Kennedy
M/M Douglas Kilroy
M/M Leo LaRocca
Rev. Anthony P LaTorre
M/M Anthony P Lou
M/M Damian Madden
M/M Ralph Mapson
M/M Lawrence Mazzola
Mr. Daniel McGarry &
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Mrs. Alene Meyers
Mrs. Gayle T. Montalbano
M/M Joseph Morello
Mrs. Elizabeth Nakagoshi
M/M Eddie Nasser
Ms. Myrna Orais
M/M Mathew Pashby
M/M Thomas M. Perlite
M/M Joseph Phair

M/M Raymond Rinaldi
M/m Rodel Rodis
M/M Daniel M. Salvemini
Rev David Schunk
M/M MarƟn SlaƩery
Ms. Lutzie E. SoƩo
Mr. Dimitri Stavrakis
M/M Peter Stephans
Ms. Jean Summer
Ms. Vanessa Usi-Dang
Mrs. Maria Xavier
M/M Reynaldo Ysip

Thank you!

Bless Me, Father, for I Have Sinned ….
If you haven’t gone to confession in a while, Lent is the perfect time to reconcile yourself with God
and the Church. At Saint Stephen Church we have regular confessions on Saturday at 3:30 to 4:15 or by
appointment or on the evening of the Taize Prayer Service.
Preparation for confession should include an examination of conscience, which means you think
back on sins you have committed since your last confession.
What happens during confession depends on the priest and the person. Most people still start with
the traditional formula: “Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been (state the number of months/
years) since my last confession.”
If you can’t remember the words or don’t recall how long it has been, don’t worry. Just tell the priest its’ been a long time,
and he will guide you through the process.
What you will experience is the healing gift of God’s love, the chance to start over with a clean conscience, and an overwhelming sense of gratitude.

HUMOR
# 1: The Sunday School teacher
was explaining the story of the Prodigal Son to his class, clearly emphasizing the resentment the older brother
expressed at the return of his brother.
When he finished telling the story, he asked the class,
"Now who was really sad that the prodigal son had come
home?" After a few minutes of silence, one little boy
raised his hand and confidently stated, "The fatted calf."
# 2: The Prussian king, Frederick the Great, was once
touring a Berlin prison. The prisoners all fell on their
knees before him to proclaim their innocence - except for
one man, who remained silent. Frederick called to him,
"Why are you here?" "Armed robbery, Your Majesty,"
was the reply. "And are you guilty?" "Yes indeed, Your
Majesty, I deserve my punishment." Frederick then summoned the jailer and ordered him, "Release this guilty
wretch at once. I will not have him kept in this prison
where he will corrupt all the fine innocent people who
occupy it!"
# 3: Dear folks, I feel miserable because I have to
keep writing for money. I feel ashamed and unhappy to
have to ask for another hundred, but every cell in my
body rebels. I beg on bended knee that you forgive me.
Your son, Marvin. P.S. I felt so terrible I ran after the
mailman who picked this up in the box at the corner. I
wanted to take this letter and burn it. I prayed that I could
get it back. But it was too late. A few days later Marvin
received a letter from his father. It said, “Your prayers
were answered. Your letter never came!”
# 4:An elderly man on the beach found a magic lamp.
As he picked it up and started cleaning it, a genie appeared and said: “Because you have freed me I will grant
you a wish.” The man responded. “I had a fight with my
only and older brother thirty years ago. I want to be reconciled with him so that he may forgive me and start loving me.” The genie said, “I am glad that you did not ask
for money or riches. Your wish is granted. Are you sick
and about to die?” the genie enquired. “No way!” the
man shouted. “But my unmarried, older brother is about
to die and he’s worth about $60 million!!”

10 tips for making the Lenten season
more meaningful
1.

Slow down: set aside ten minutes a day for silent
prayer or meditate. It will revitalize your body and
your Spirit.
2. Read a good book: You could choose the life of a
saint, a s spiritual how-to, an inspirational book, or
one of the pope’s new books.
3. Be kind: Go out of your way to do something nice
for someone else every day.
4. Get involved: Attend a Lenten lecture or spiritual
program.
5. Volunteer at the parish: Whether it’s the parish
soup supper, cleaning the church, or helping in some
other way, it will give you a chance to help others.
6. Reach out: Invite an inactive Catholic to come with
you to Mass, perhaps on Palm Sunday.
7. Pray: Pray especially for people who you don’t like
and for people who don’t like you.
8. Tune out: turn off the television and other electronics and spend quality time talking with members of
the family and parish.
9. Clean out closets: Donate gentle used items to Saint
Vincent de Paul or other charitable organizations.
10. Donate: Google “Catholic Missions”. Then pick
one mission and decide how you can help by sending money, clothing or supplies

St. Stephen Women’s Guild

Mark Your Calendar!
Annual Spring Bake Sale
Saturday & Sunday,
April 13 & 14
REGISTER TODAY!

Winter Faith Shelter Walk 2019
Sunday, April 7, 1:30 p.m.
Lake Merced, San Francisco
(meet at Parking Circle at intersection of
Lake Merced & Sunset Blvds.)
To register, donate or obtain information,
please visit:
http:winterfaithshelterwalk.dojiggy.com
Questions; please call 415 474-1321

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need.
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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