St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY
THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
The fact that Easter falls on April First this year will not be overlooked by the most cynical of nonbelievers concerning the resurrection of Jesus. Saint Paul, in the first chapter
of his first letter to the Church of Corinth, refers to the cross as a stumbling block for
some and an absurdity for others (1:23).
Those of us gathered here, however, embrace the cross; we see right through the pain and
agony of the cross to the glory of the Resurrection. For like Mary Magdala, Peter and the
Beloved Disciple, we have come to the empty tomb, we have peered deep inside and we believe.
Like Mary, Peter and the Beloved Disciple, we arrive at our understanding of the resurrection of Jesus
at different speeds, each at our own pace. In Saint John’s account, Mary Magdala first thought someone stole
Jesus’ body, and Peter was perplexed at what he saw. The Beloved Disciple is the first one to grasp what has
taken place.
If the Gospel message ended at the cross, you and I would not be here today. The stories about all the
good works, all the miracles, all the teachings of Jesus would be collecting
dust on a shelf somewhere. Oh, he would have been seen as a wonderful
and compassionate prophet, but he would not be seen as he is today, as the
glorified and risen Son of the living God.
Every day, we have a decision to make as followers of the Risen
One. Each day, we must decide whether we will be observed helping to roll
the stone away or trying to keep the stone still in front of the tomb. By our
actions – by our witness in the workplace, in our homes and among our
neighbors – are we fools for Christ, or do we hang back and let someone
else do the heavy lifting?
Last night, all around the world, the universal Church grew by leaps
and bounds as thousands of new Catholics were welcomed among us as
they celebrated the Easter sacraments. Now, on this most sacred of days,
each of us will renew our baptismal promises. Once again, we will reject
evil and embrace the living God. Let us not doubt, let us not be perplexed.
Let us instead come, peer deep inside the empty tomb, and believe. Alleluia!
Each week I welcome you in this message, thank you for joining
our faith community in prayer and wish you a blessed, safe and health
week ahead. Today, as we, together, celebrated this, the greatest of feast
days, I wish you again, all the wonderful graces our Lord bestows on us. A
blessed and happy Easter to you all.

Father Tony

•
•
•

LITURGY AND LIFE
How does our parish help you understand that all who eat and drink at the Eucharist are witnesses of
God’s saving power?
Can you rejoice in the day the Lord has made when life is difficult?
What are the signs of the resurrection that you observe in nature or those around you?

Monday, Apr. 2
8:00 a.m.
† Felicia Bautista

(By: Maria Barsoloski)

Tuesday, Apr. 3
8:00 a.m.
† Lorin, Dorothy & Paul Medlin
(By: Jane Medlin)

Wednesday, Apr. 4
8:00 a.m.
† Poor Souls
(By: Fr. Tony)

Thursday, Apr. 5
8:0 a.m.
† Marie

(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, Apr. 6
8:00 a.m.

† Anne

(By: Fr. Tony)

Saturday, Apr. 7
8:00 a.m.
† Martin Wassmer

Many TV Masses For Homebound!

(By: Sharon Allen)

† Eugene Kerrisk

4:30 p.m.

(By: Kathleen & John Manning)

Sunday, Apr. 8
8:00 a.m

Aida Francisco Sp. Int.
(By: Gilby Francisco & Family)

9:30 a.m.

† Irene Carlin

11:30 a.m.

† Joseph Montalbano

(Gail Cronin)
(By: Gayle Mantalbano)

6:45 p.m.

Monday, Apr. 2
Tuesday, Apr. 3
Wednesday, Apr. 4
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/EC
Thursday, Apr. 5
7:00 p.m.
Men’s Club/Hall
7:30 p.m.
Young Adult Bible Study/Parish Office
Friday, Apr. 6
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Apr. 7
8:00 a.m.
Birthday Party/Hall
Sunday, Apr. 8
8:30 a.m.
Never To Late Basketball/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
Our online website includes a community events calendar.

Connie Benedetti Sp. Int.
(By: Betty Ganduglia & Dalton Family)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Second Collection
Next Weekend
A collection will be taken on
April 7 & 8 for

Building Loan Payment

EASTER EGG HUNT
Today, Sunday! April 1. 2018
After the 9:30 a.m. Mass
Rolph Nicol Playground
All are welcome

EWTN airs TV Masses throughout the day at the
following times: 5:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.
In addition, Monday thru Friday, EWTN airs a TV
Mass at 4:00 p.m. EWTN is carried 24 hours a day
on Comcast ch. 229, AT&T ch. 562, Dish Satellite
ch 261 and Direct TV ch 370. Also, a televised Sunday Mass is now airing on ABC Family television
from 6:30 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. each Sunday morning.
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Apr. 1 - Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, Apr. 8 - Ted Martin Family
Sunday, Apr. 15 - Men’s Club

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick. May they know the healing
touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Maureen Conley,
Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Emma Lew, Al Gragnani,
Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Maria Matthews, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Significance of Easter
Easter is the greatest and the most important feast
in the Church for three reasons:
1) The Resurrection of Christ is the basis of our
Christian Faith. It is the greatest of the miracles, for it
proves that Jesus is God. That is why St. Paul writes: “If
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain; and your Faith is in vain” (I Cor 15:14). “Jesus is
Lord, he is risen” (Rom 10:9), was the central theme of
the kerygma (or “preaching”), of the Apostles because
Jesus prophesied his Resurrection as a sign of his Divinity: “Tear down this temple and in three days I will build
it again” (Jn 2:19). The founder of no other religion has
an empty tomb as Jesus has. In addition, neither Jews
nor the Romans could disprove Jesus’ Resurrection by
presenting the dead body of Jesus. The Apostles and the
early Christians were absolutely sure that Jesus had
risen from the dead. They would not have faced martyrdom for a dead leader lying in the tomb. The sheer existence of a thriving, empire-conquering early-Christian
Church, bravely facing and surviving three centuries
of persecution, supports the truth of Christ’s Resurrection.
2) Easter is the guarantee of our own resurrection. Jesus assured Martha at the tomb of Lazarus: “I am
the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me will
live even though he dies…” (Jn 11:25-26).
3) Easter is a feast which gives us hope and encouragement in this world of pain, sorrows and tears. It
reminds us that life is worth living. It is our belief in the
Real Presence of the Risen Jesus in our souls, in His
Church, in the Blessed Sacrament and in Heaven that
gives meaning to our personal as well as our communal
prayer and gives us strength to fight against temptations
and freedom from unnecessary worries and fears.

OPERATION RICE BOWL
Those participating in this project are
asked to return the Rice Bowls on Easter
Sunday. There is a collection box behind
the last pew. Thank you! (Fr. Tony).

EASTER HUMOR
A Sunday school teacher had just finished
telling her third graders about how Jesus was
crucified and placed in a tomb with a great
stone sealing the opening. Then, wanting to
share the excitement of the resurrection, she
asked: "And what do you think were Jesus’
first words when He came bursting out of that tomb alive?"
A hand shot up into the air from the rear of the classroom.
Attached to it was the arm of a little girl. Leaping out of her
chair she shouted out excitedly "I know, I know!" "Good"
said the teacher, "Tell us, what were Jesus first words?" And
extending her arms high into the air she said: "TA-DA!"
* * * * * * *
George went on a vacation to the Middle East with most of
his family including his mother-in-law. During their vacation and while they were visiting Jerusalem, George's mother-in-law died. With the death certificate in hand, George
went to the American Consulate to make arrangements to
send the body back to the States for proper burial. The Consul, after hearing of the death of the mother-in-law, told
George that the sending of a body back to the States for burial is very, very expensive. It could cost as much as $5,000.
The Consul continued, “In most cases the person responsible
for the remains normally decides to bury the body here. This
would only cost $150.” George thought for some time and
answered, "I don't care how much it will cost to send the
body back; that's what I want to do." The Consul, after hearing this, said, "You must have loved your mother-in-law
very much, considering the difference in price." "No, it's not
that!" said George. "You see, I know of a case many years
ago of a person, by name Jesus, who was buried here in Jerusalem. On the third day he arose from the dead. I just can't
take that chance."
* * * * * **
One lady wrote in to a question-and-answer forum. "Dear
Sirs, Our preacher said on Easter, that Jesus just swooned on
the cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health.
What do you think? Sincerely, Bewildered. Dear Bewildered, Beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails, nail him
to a cross; hang him in the sun for 6 hours; run a spear
through his side...put him in an airless tomb for 36 hours
and see what happens." Sincerely, Charles.
* * * * * *
Joseph of Arimathea was a very wealthy Pharisee, a member
of the council, and a secret follower of Jesus. It was Joseph
who went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body after the crucifixion. And it was Joseph who supplied the tomb for Jesus’
burial. I wonder if someone pulled him aside and said,
"Joseph that was such beautiful, costly, hand-hewn tomb.
Why on earth did you give it to someone else to be buried
in?" "Why not?" Joseph may have answered. “He only
needed it for the weekend."
Presidential candidate Mike Huckabee was once asked if he
believed in resurrection. “Of course, I do,” said Huckabee.
“Dead people vote in every election we have in Arkansas.
Resurrection is very real to us.”

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
A collaboration in which every parish contributes toward the support of ministries and services rendered by our
Archdiocese of San Francisco. Our parish of Saint Stephen has a goal this year of $93,240.00. Each household
taking part in the campaign helps our parish reach its goal toward helping our Archdiocese’s many ministries,
which includes: Vocations; Ministerial training; Ministry in the jails; Social Ministries; Chancery operations;
Youth programs; Clergy support; Catholic communications; Senior assistance. Contributions that surpass the
parish goal of $93,240.00 are returned to the parish directly. Your generosity can make this happen!

PARISH GOAL : $ 93,240.00
WEEK

AMOUNT RECEIVED

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS

BALANCE

6

$ 6,350.00

9

$ 70,495.00

5

$ 1,310.00

9

$ 76,845.00

4

$ 15,085 .00

73

$ 78,155.00
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15 Logical Reasons to Believe in the Resurrection
When it comes to Easter Sunday, however, and the glorious truth about the Resurrection, to say that there is no logical
truth to this belief, is not only ignorant, it is absurd. Here are 15 very quick facts that point to the truth of the Resurrection. These are not exhaustive or highly detailed; they are quick points that further strengthen what humble-hearted believers take on Faith:
1. There was an empty Tomb
The founders of other “faiths” are buried in tombs or had their ashes sprinkled over foreign lands. Not Jesus. Modern
scholars and directors can claim what they want on their cable specials . . . the truth is that the tomb was empty.
2. The Tomb had a Roman seal
Clay was affixed to a rope (stretched across a rock) and to the tomb, itself. The Roman seal was pressed into the clay.
Break the seal, you break the law; break the law – you die.
3. The Tomb had a Roman guard stationed there
The “guard” was at least four men, possibly more, of highly trained soldiers. These soldiers were experts in torture and
in combat, not easily frightened off by a band of fishermen and tax collectors. Had they fallen asleep or left their post
they would have violated the law, resulting in their own execution.
4. The Tomb had a stone in front of it
Most scholars put the weight of the stone at about 2 tons (4000 pounds), probably at least seven or eight feet high. This
was definitely a “team lift” or “team roll,” not movable by just one or two men.
5. There were post-resurrection appearances, to hundreds
Over a span of six weeks, He appeared to a variety of groups of various sizes in different locations. He appeared to over
500 at one point – a huge number to be an outright fabrication. Not to mention, the people whom He appeared to didn’t
just see Him, but ate with Him, walked with Him, touched Him. Jesus even made breakfast (John 21:9) at one point.
6. The martyrdom of witnesses offers proof
Would people leave their businesses, careers, homes and families, go to the ends of the earth, die horribly gruesome and
painful deaths and forsake their previous religious beliefs about salvation all to protect a lie? Not one of them, while
being beheaded, fed to lions, boiled in oil, crucified upside down or burned alive changed their story. Instead, they sang
hymns of trust and praise, knowing that the Lord who defeated death would raise them up, too.
7. There is still a Church
If the Resurrection were a lie it would have died off centuries ago. The Christian Church is the largest institution of any
kind in the history of humanity. This Church began with the apostles following Pentecost, the year Christ rose. It has
conquered empires, withstood attacks (inside and out) and grown in spite of the sinfulness of its members, because it
was founded by Christ, Himself, and is guided and protected by the Holy Spirit. The Church, like Christ, is both human
and divine.
8. Jesus prophesied that it was going to happen
Jesus told people that it was going to happen. It didn’t take Him by surprise. And He didn’t just say “I’m going to be
killed” (which others might have seen coming) but also that “I’m going to rise on the third day.” Those details aren’t
ironic, coincidental or fortune-telling — they’re called prophecy and true prophecy comes from God, Himself.
9. It was prophesied in the Old Testament
It was foretold centuries before Christ, Himself, was born or lived it out. Hundreds of prophecies about the Messiah,
what He would say, do, live like and how He would die… they were offered centuries apart by people God selected
(most of whom never met one another, by the way). Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zechariah, Hosea, and Micah (just to name a few)
all pointed to Christ’s death and Resurrection hundreds of years before they occurred.
10. The day of worship changed
Following the Resurrection, tens of thousands of Jews (almost overnight) abandoned the centuries old tradition of celebrating the Sabbath on the last day of the week and began worshipping on the first day of the week the day on which the
Lord, the Christ, beat death sealing the new and final covenant with God.
11. The practices of sacrifice changed
Jews were always taught (and taught their children… Deuteronomy 6) that they needed to offer an animal sacrifice once
a year, to atone for their sins. After the Resurrection, the Jewish converts of the time, throngs of them, stopped offering
animal sacrifices to God.
12. It is unique among other world religions
No other religious leader of any consequence ever actually claimed to be God, except Jesus. No other religious leader
ever did the things Christ did. No other religious leader ever backed up their “religious voice” with Resurrection. Confucius died. Lao-tse died. Buddha died. Mohammed died. Joseph Smith died. Christ rose from the dead.
Continued...

Fifteen Logical Reasons to Believe in the Resurrection
… continued
13. The message is self-authenticating
This proof goes back to the original point, namely, that a humble heart is enlightened and illuminated by far more than
logic or reason. A true believer doesn’t need all the facts to believe in the Resurrection, because the Holy Spirit reveals
Christ to us, intimately and powerfully. St. Paul talks about this in 2 Corinthians 4. Blind and hardened hearts will never
see God, not until they acknowledge that they are not God.
14. The miraculous ending fits a miraculous life
You want logic? Christ healed the blind, the deaf and the dumb. He fed the masses, cured the lepers, and forgave the
sinners. He made the lame walk and brought others back to life. He multiplied food, walked on water, and calmed
storms with His mere voice. The miracle of Good Friday is that He didn’t call on a miracle. He died. The miracle of
Easter Sunday is that He rose from the dead – a miraculous “end” to a miraculous life. What else should we expect?
15. (and the only answer we really need) . . . Jesus is still the answer
The world cannot offer any cure for suffering. The world can ignore it, berate it, debate it, bomb it, and medicate it . .
. but there is no cure or point to suffering separated from Jesus Christ. In Christ, our suffering has a point and it has
worth. Apart from Christ, suffering is pointless and fruitless. There is no fountain of youth. There is no miracle drug.
There is no cure for death except Jesus Christ. What is illogical is to think that the God of life would not want us to live
eternally.
The only reason to think the Resurrection is illogical is if you believe this life is your only one. This blog is not intended
to begin debates or tear people apart. This is a very quick reminder to all of us Christians who might get too “logical”
from time to time (myself included) that the resurrection is not illogical. That being said, all of us who do tend to be too
logical might want to take a deep breath in contemplative prayer this weekend and really lean back in to the beautiful
truth and reality of the crucifixion and Resurrection.
”How can some among you say there is no Resurrection? If Christ has not been raised, then empty is our preaching;
empty, too, your Faith; if Christ has not been raised than your Faith is in vain; you are still in your sins.” (1 Corinthians
15:12-18)
Brothers and Sisters, because of what happened in that Upper Room, on that cross, and in that tomb 2000 years ago, we
know God the Father intimately, we walk with Christ daily, and we are guided by the Holy Spirit eternally. That’s the
truth, and what a beautiful truth it is. (John 8:32)

The Whistler
Have you heard the story of the man whose hobby was growing roses? When he worked in his rose garden, he always
whistled. It seemed to everyone that he was whistling much louder than was needed for his own enjoyment. One day a
neighbor asked him why it was that he always whistled so loudly. The man then took the neighbor into his home to
meet his wife. The woman was not only an invalid but was completely blind as well. The man, you see, was whistling,
not for his benefit, but rather for the benefit of his wife. He wanted his blind wife to know that he was nearby, and that
she was not alone. That story is a wonderful illustration of the significance of Easter Day. The affirmation, "Christ is
risen!" reminds us that God is near, and the experiencing of His presence strengthens us in our weakness.

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at
www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address _______________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone __________________ Email ___________________________
Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
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