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The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Guilt is one of the most common of all human experiences, and often the heaviest burden to carry. Some will use it to come to terms with their life choices and bring about
renewal and change. Others will deny its reality even though it may burn like a fire
within them or they may project it onto others, avoiding responsibility and the need for
change. Some will even use it to punish themselves and so add to their pain.
The biblical perspective on guilt is evident in today’s Gospel. Dragged before Jesus by the Pharisees and
scribes, the woman is, by all appearances, guilty, and deserving of the punishment laid down by Moses that she
be stoned. Other than the sin of which she is accused, we know nothing about her or her life’s circumstances.
We do not know her name, her family or the identity of her partner in the act. Alone, humiliated and at risk, she
stands before Jesus awaiting her fate. Yet we know that she is a sinner not just because of the adultery, but because like all humanity, she has fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).
When understood in strict legalistic terms, sin is usually seen as the breaking of rules and regulations –
she was a sinner because she committed adultery. But for Jesus, sin is a bigger concept when understood in spiritual and relational terms – it is our alienation from God, from others and from ourselves. Its origins lie in our
prideful and rebellious hearts, and so all humanity is sinful and in need of God’s forgiveness and healing.
What makes the passage even more provocative is that the scribes come to Jesus not out of concern for
the law, but in the hope that they might put him to the test. Would he uphold the law or demonstrate compassion? Either way he would alienate someone.
To this day, we will never know what Jesus wrote in the dirt – was he playing for time or giving the
scribes time to think again before he turned the tables on them? But his response to their demands has echoed
through the centuries: let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her. Outflanked
and silenced, they are without words and slowly – one by one – they slip away.
For most folks the story could have ended there, but Jesus goes one step further by offering her not just
forgiveness but a new beginning. Instead of condemnation, he challenges her to turn her life around and sin no
more.
What happened ultimately to this woman we will never know,
and perhaps it’s just as well for the real focus here is on God’s mercy
and forgiveness. In this encounter, Jesus opened the door for her to a
new way of life, but the decision to walk through was hers alone. We
see it over and over again – Jesus invites but does not coerce, he challenges but never infringes on our freedom. For love that is not freely
given is not true love, and it is true perfect love that God wants us to
experience and share.
As we get ever-nearer to the Holy Week Journey, I thank you
for praying with us today and encourage you to put the events/liturgies
of Holy Week on your Lenten Journey. God bless you this day and always. Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•

•
•
•
•

Even in today’s world there are exoduses happening in countless countries. The Jews experienced this many
times, even Jesus. Mary, and Joseph had to flee into Egypt as refugees. What is my response to the occurrences of this experience today?
Have I ever been accused unfairly? What has been my response?
How can I become more open to receive God’s love and mercy?
In what ways have I extended God’s mercy and compassion?
How do I apply to my life the words of Saint Paul that to be found in Christ is worth everything?

PREPARING FOR HOLY WEEK
Passion/Palm Sunday (April 14)
Throughout the season of Lent we are struck by
the contrasts of temptation and transfiguration; of Jesus
accepting the gift of water in the desert; of the darkness
and light in the man born blind; and of the ultimate struggle between life and death with the death of Jesus’ friend
Lazarus.
As we begin the holiest of weeks we experience
the triumph of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem in the same
liturgy in which we read of the passion and death of Jesus. In our finite beings we cannot grasp the height nor
the depth of this contrast. It is for this reason that the life
of Jesus truly reflects his humanity and his Godliness.
Only he can hold within himself these two extreme experiences. For us we must endure the cross on this earth so
that we might embrace the fullness of the resurrection at
our own deaths.

Holy Thursday (April 18)
On this night we celebrate the institution of the
Holy Eucharist, the sharing of Jesus’ Body and Blood so
that we too may find the triumph of the resurrection in our
own lives.
However, the Gospel that is read this night is that
of the washing of the feet of the apostles. Service cannot
be complete without Eucharist, nor can Eucharist be complete without service. Our word for “Mass” comes from
the Latin, missa, or to be sent. At each Eucharist celebration we are sent forth to love and serve God and one another, just as Jesus did at the Last Supper.
As is our custom here at Saint Stephen all present
at the celebration are be invited to have their feet washed,
and in turn, and as part of this humbling experience, are
invited to wash one another’s feet which is the mandate
given directly from Jesus.
For “If I do not wash you, you will have no share
in my heritage.” (John 13:8). This night we ask you to
receive the Eucharist in a special way; to adore the presence of the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and to pledge
your baptismal service through the washing of the feet.

Good Friday (April 19)
“Now it is finished.” Then he bowed his
head, and delivered over his spirit. (Jn 19:30). At the
moment of seeming defeat Jesus delivers his Spirit,
meaning the Holy Spirit. The ultimate contrast happens at this moment. In death we experience the triumph of the resurrection because the Holy Spirit is
given and is present with us – Spirit of Jesus among
us.

On Good Friday this year
we will begin our mediation as we
journey with Stations of the Cross
in meditation and prayer. During
the Sacred Liturgy, parishioners
will be invited for the Veneration
of the Cross. As they come forward to the cross each offers their
gifts, sufferings, disappointments,
joys, trials and commitments to the Lord Jesus, the triumphant God. On this day we fast from the Eucharistic celebration and have only a simple communion service. We
leave in silence to continue our own fast and our own
prayer through the long night and day of Holy Saturday.
There is sadness with the death of the Lord and the gladness of the Spirit who gives us hope for the resurrection.

Easter Vigil (April 20, 8:00 pm)
The Easter Vigil begins at night fall because we
light the new fire, the Light of Christ who shines in our
darkness. The drama of these beginning moments of celebration is like nothing else we celebrate in Roman Catholic ritual. As the Paschal candle passes through the community we join in the most ancient prayer of the Exsultet,
which is chanted with a single voice.
We then hear our story both ancient and new
from creation to resurrection. We hear once more the joyous Alleluia and experience with the woman of Jerusalem the astonishing news of the resurrection. “Why do
you search for the living One among the dead?” (Lk
24:5).
We bless the water that will be used during the
Easter Season and throughout the year. This year we rejoice with our Catechumens and Candidates who will be
baptized, confirmed and receive Holy Communion. We
have journeyed with them though this Lenten Season and
now rejoice with them as they become fully initiated
members of Saint Stephen Parish. As the Light of Christ
began this drama, the pouring of the water, the anointing
with the Oil of Chrism and the nourishment of Christ in
the Eucharistic Body and Blood culminates in the Eucharistic meal which we all share this night.
The rites and symbols that we experience at the
Easter Vigil are meant to live in us all year long. Each
Sunday, each Eucharist, each expression of the sacraments reminds us of this night. We renew our own rejection of sin and embracing of Christ with those being initiated. In the same way we renew ourselves each day.
This one night needs to be unpacked and explored throughout the year. The liturgical year and the
celebrations, feasts, and fasts provide the opportunity.
Father Tony

Monday, Apr. 8
8:00 a.m.

† Aida Francisco
(By: Gil & Vicky Francisco)

Tuesday, Apr. 9
8:00 a.m.

Adele Caunan Sp. Int.
(By: Parish Staff & Volunteers)

Wednesday, Apr. 10
8:00 a.m.
† Jess De Jesus
(By: Cynthia De Jessus)

Thursday, Apr. 11
8:00 a.m.
St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, Apr. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Marygrace Dunn
(By: Marianne Daly)

Saturday, Apr. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Aurora Salvador
(By: Maria Barzoloski)

4:30 p.m.

† Willy Herrera
(By: Mila)

Sunday, Apr. 14
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving Mass Sp. Int.
(By: Ding & Carol)
Teresa & Tony Devincenzi Sp. Int.

Monday, Apr. 8
12:00 p.m. 50+ Club/Hall
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Conf. Rm.
Tuesday, Apr. 9
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
6:00 p.m.
Agape Meal/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Taize Prayer Service/Church
Wednesday, Apr. 10
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Women’s Guild/Hall
7:0 p.m.
SVDP Conf./Conf. Rm.
Thursday, Apr. 11
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, .Apr 12
8:00 a.m.
School Talent Show/Hall
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Apr. 13
9:00 a.m.
Book Club
12:00 p.m.
Fund Raiser/Hall
Sunday, Apr. 14
3:30 p.m. WKICU/Church & EC
9:30 a.m.
BCSFYAO Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

(By: Teresa Devincenzi)

11:30 a.m.

† Irene Carlin
(By: Gail Cronin)

6:45 p.m.

† Jose Ponciano
(By: Adele Caunan)

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 03/31/19

$ 5,959.50

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 7, 2019

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — See, I am doing something new! (Isaiah 43:16-21) or Ezekiel
37:12-14.

Psalm — The Lord has done great things
for us; we are filled with joy (Psalm 126)
or Psalm 130.

Second Reading — I have been taken possession of by
Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:8-14) or Romans 8:8-11.
Gospel — Go, and from now on do not sin any more
(John 8:1-11) or John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45].

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Apr. 7 - Julia Martin
Sunday, Apr. 14 - Faith Formation
Sunday, Apr. 21 - Easter Egg Hunt
Donuts will not be served until completion of
mass.

I consider everything as a loss because of the supreme
good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. — Philippians 3:8

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Fifth Sunday of Lent; Third Scrutiny
St. Stanislaus
Abstinence
St. Martin I

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick. May
they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Cindy De Jesus, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.

2019 ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
Thank you to those who have already responded to the Appeal - your generosity is most heartwarming! It is important
that everyone in the parish, and the Archdiocese, take this project seriously, as I remind everyone that there are so many
fellow Catholics who benefit from your generosity.
Our "required" participation this year is $92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioner and visitor alike. Brochures are available on the tables in the vestibule (and side entrance). No gift is too small, and all gifts help the programs as explained in the brochure.
I also invite you to join the 1% club, which means you are invited to a great dinner at the priest house (what a deal that
is!). So check out the brochure, pray over how you can help, and return it with your support as soon as possible. I thank
you in advance for your participation. (Fr. Tony)
Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 67,096.00.
PARISH GOAL : $ 92,685.00
Week

Amount Received

No. of Households

BALANCE

6

$ 4,245.00

17

$ 67,096.00

1-5

$ 21,344

74

$ 71,341.00

Anonymous
M/M Manuel Abad
Ms. Phyllis Abad
M/M Dale Allen Jr.
M/M Michael Alves
Mrs. Dorothy Arata
Mrs. Regina Aye & Mr. James Lin
M/M Allan D. Ayson
M/M Moises Bau sta Jr.
Mr. Clemence Blondo
Mr. Kieran Branch & Ms. Beatriz O'Daly
Mrs. Maria E. Brooks
M/M John Bruno
Ms. Nancy Buckley
Ms. Jocelyn Caoile
M/M Robert Carlevaris
M/M Gerald Carrillo
M/M Patrick J. Casserly Jr.
Mr. Frank Cassinelli
Ms. Adelaida R. Caunan
M/M Douglas Cayabyab
M/M Graziano Cerchiai
M/M Joseph Champagne
M/M Thomas Cleary
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
M/M Ronan Concannon
Mr. Joseph D’Aura
M/M Calvin Delucchi
Ms. Lori M. Di Grande
M/M Michael Duﬀy
M/M David Dulany
M/M Gerard Fernandez
M/M Primo Fernandez

Ms. Suzanne Fichera
Ms. Be y Ganduglia
M/M Darius S. Garcia
M/M Gavin Garzee
M/M Ryan Gille
Ms. Avelina A. Gomez
M/M Mark Go as
Mrs. Diane Gragnani
Mrs. Linda Grimes
M/M Roberto Guzman
M/M James P Hargarten
Mr. Daniel Ho Haryasyah
M/M Lawrence Hayes
Ms. Joanne Hayes-White
M/M Thomas Hazard
M/M Jim Heissenbu el
M/M Claudio Hrva n
M/M Brian Jarnutowski
Ms. Cynthia G. Kelly
Mrs. Marcail Kennedy
M/M Douglas Kilroy
M/M Leo LaRocca
Rev. Anthony P LaTorre
M/M Ma hew Lobre
M/M Anthony P Lou
M/M Damian Madden
M/M Ralph Mapson
M/M Lawrence Mazzola
M/M Stephen McElroy
Mr. Daniel McGarry &
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Mr. Sean McGrillen & Ms. Sarah Barca
Mrs. Alene Meyers

Mrs. Gayle T. Montalbano
M/M Joseph Morello
Mrs. Elizabeth Nakagoshi
M/M Eddie Nasser
Mrs. Rose O’Connor
M/M Remidius Ojong
Ms. Myrna Orais
M/M Thomas Parini
M/M Mathew Pashby
M/M Thomas M. Perlite
M/M Joseph Phair
Mrs. Ferdie Putra
Mr. Robert Reidy
M/M Raymond Rinaldi
M/m Rodel Rodis
M/M Daniel M. Salvemini
Rev David Schunk
M/M Mar n Sla ery
Ms. Lutzie E. So o
Mr. Dimitri Stavrakis
M/M Peter Stephans
Ms. Jean Summer
Ms. Vanessa Usi-Dang
Mrs. Maria Xavier
M/M Reynaldo Ysip

Thank you!

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

FOOD FOR
THOUGHT
We need to become
forgiving people, ready
for reconciliation: Jesus
has shown inexhaustible
mercy and compassion to
sinners by dying for our
sins. But we are often selfrighteous like the Pharisees, and ready to spread
scandal about others with a
bit of spicy gossip. We are
judgmental about the unmarried mother, the alcoholic,
the drug addict and the shop-lifter, ignoring Jesus’ command: “Let the one among you who is without sin be the
first to throw a stone at her.” Let us learn to
acknowledge our sins, ask God’s forgiveness every day
and extend the same forgiveness to our erring brothers
and sisters. We too should learn to hate the sin and love
the sinners showing them mercy, compassion, sympathy
and acceptance, leading them to Jesus’ ways by our own
exemplary lives.
We have no right to judge others: We have no
right to judge others because we often commit the very
faults we condemn, we are often partial and prejudiced
in our judgment and we do not know the circumstances
which have led someone to sin. Hence, let us leave the
judgment to our just and merciful God who reads people’s hearts. We should show mercy and compassion to
those who sin because we ourselves are sinners in need
of God’s forgiveness. The apostle Paul reminds us: “But
if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.” (1 Cor 11:31).

Tuesday, April 9th
7:00 p.m.
Taizé Candlelight Prayer
Service in St. Stephen Church
St. Stephen Women’s Guild

Mark Your Calendar!

Annual Spring
Bake Sale
Saturday & Sunday,
April 13 & 14

SPRING RAFFLE
There is only a few more weeks
left in the Spring Raffle (drawing will be
Easter Sunday). The proceeds benefit the
repairs of the church building and replacement of the worn thirty year old carpet. It
is important to have a clean, well-kept
worship space and a space that is in good
repair. Won’t you join those that have already participated
and purchase a book of tickets. $20.00 per book. That bargain gives you five tickets, plus two free-bees! Representatives are outside of church after Masses or feel to call the
office or drop by during office hours.

GOSPEL HUMOR
Here is an old but funny story. The
Pharisees bring a woman caught in
adultery before Jesus for judgment and
Jesus says, “Let anyone who is without
sin cast the first stone at her."There is a sudden silence. But then all at once a small stone comes flying from the back of the crowd aimed at the head of
the woman, and Jesus promptly catches it. Looking
at the lady standing in the crowd Jesus said,
"Mother! Really! I was trying to make a point,
here.” The assumption is that Jesus' mother, Mary,
was immaculately conceived and hence sinless and
so she was eligible to throw a stone. But if Jesus
himself did not condemn the woman, why should
his mother do so?
2) “Do you smoke, drink or curse?” The pastor asked
the old farmer. It was a hesitant, “Well, every once in
a while.” “You know, John, I don’t smoke, drink, or
cuss…” “Yessuh, pastor, but you don’t farm either...!”
3)Gary Dearing told a story about his Air Force
Colonel, who served as inspector general of his command, and paid particular attention to how personnel
wore their uniforms. “On one occasion the Colonel
spotted a junior airman with a violation. ‘Airman,’ he
bellowed, ‘What do you do when a shirt pocket is unbuttoned?’ The startled airman replied, ‘Button it, sir!’
The Colonel looked him in the eye and said, ‘Well?’
At that, the airman nervously reached over and buttoned the Colonel's shirt pocket.”

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday
Reconciliation, Saturday 3:304:15pm
Vigil Mass (Saturday) 4:30pm
8:00, 9:30, 11:30am & 6:45pm

Holy Week Masses
8:00am (Mon., Tue., Wed.)

Holy Thursday
(No morning Mass)
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:30pm
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
until 10pm

Good Friday
(No morning Mass)
Stations of the Cross, 12:00pm
Spiritual Reflection, 12:30pm
Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord, 1:30pm

Easter Flowers
As we prepare for the solemnity of
Easter, we look forward to the joy of the
Resurrection. We hope to express our joy
by filling our church with a bountiful display of Easter flowers.
If you would like to have a flower
placed in our church, please fill out this form and return it to the O’Reilly Parish Office not later than
Wednesday, April 17, 2019. Please include a contribution of $20.00 per plant.
I would like to have Easter flowers placed in the
church in loving memory of:

……………….………………………………
……………………….…………….…………
I would like to have Easter flowers placed in the
church in honor of:

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

.………………………………….……………

(No morning Mass or Reconciliation)
Vigil Mass, 8:00pm

……………….………………………………

Easter Sunday
8:00, 9:30, 11:30am
( no 6:45 p.m. Mass this Sunday)
Easter Egg Hunt following 9:30am Mass

NOTE!
There will be no confessions on Holy
Saturday, but confessions will be available on
Good Friday from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
•

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 4/8: Patrick Schmitt, Becket Anderson
Tues. 4/9: Julia Alcantara, Francesca Flocchini
Wed. 4/10: Martin Aquino, Diego Ramirez
Thurs. 3/11: Madison Pashby, Beatriz Taylor
Fri. 3/12: Noah Fernandez, Joey Ferdon
Saturday, Apr. 13
8:00 a.m. Karl Uthman, Joshua Usi
4:30 p.m. Olivia Schot, Gina Zevallos,
Bianca Hallinan
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish

My name is

…………………………
My telephone #

………………………

Enclosed is my
donation of $..................
Please keep our RCIA participants in
your prayers as they prepare for receiving the Sacraments at the Easter
Vigil.
For full Baptism into the Catholic Church
we have Catechumen:
Suzanne Yamaguchi
Sevilla Rhyu Lee
Candidates for Confirmation and First Communion:
Daniel Shinn
Cameron Lee
Carlos Mendoza
Norma Mendoza
Tania Ragaza

