St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

Second Sunday of Easter
Healing plays a huge role in our society. We spend billions on healthcare, and rightly so.
Like our physical health, our spiritual health also needs attention. Throughout the Gospels,
healing is one of the major characteristics of Jesus’ ministry. Some are recalled in detail,
others simply noted. Yet all these healings are signs of the kingdom of God. Here in
Christ, God comes forth into our world in a new and dynamic way, fulfilling his promises
and even at times turning the laws of nature upside down.
Today, we hear this ministry of spiritual healing being passed to the Eleven, through the
gift of the Holy Spirit. Our Gospel passage today is the scriptural basis for the sacrament
of reconciliation. John tells us that Jesus appears to the Eleven as they hid in the Upper
Room. One can imagine the stale air and oppressive smell in a room shut away from the world. But Jesus appears among them like a fresh breeze filling the house, displacing that stale air of fear, gently blowing away
the dust of disappointment and propelling the disciples to forgiveness and healing.
In this moment of encounter and empowerment, the Apostles are given a holy responsibility to share
God’s healing and forgiveness with others. They are now carriers of God’s promises, and have the power to
heal physically and spiritually in Christ’s name. What they say about the risen Christ is no mere fantasy or
delusion. They witnessed his death and Resurrection, and now they bear witness to his risen glory – becoming
instruments of the very mercy and forgiveness that Jesus so abundantly and generously bestows on all who
follow him.
John then shows us how Thomas receives this life-changing mercy. Thomas finds it hard to believe
what the other disciples tell him, and so Jesus literally stands before him and shows him his wounds: he gently
takes Thomas from doubt to faith. Using his own words, Jesus coaxes one of the great declarations of faith –
My Lord and my God. In that moment, Thomas is both healed and changed – healed of his grief and pain,
changed from doubt to belief.
The need for that mercy and healing is just as great today as it was in the first century. Perhaps that is
why Saint Pope John Paul II declared today to be Divine Mercy Sunday. At the heart of our faith is this recognition that we need the risen Christ; we need his healing and above all his steadfast mercy. Without these we
are lost, still in our sins – unable to be reconciled with God. As we continue to celebrate the Resurrection, let
us each open our own hearts to that healing and then commit ourselves to be channels of that healing in our
words and actions this coming week.
Continuing to wish you a blessed Easter Season, and my gratitude to you for praying with us today.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How does our parish take to heart the necessity of providing for the needs of all in the community?
How is your belief in Jesus as the Son of God reflected in how you live?
Jesus offered peace to the Apostles, people who were not at his side during the Crucifixion. Who needs
your gift of peace

THIS WEEK’S “HUMOR”
A priest was forced by a police officer to pull over for speeding. As the officer was about to write the ticket,
the priest said to him, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." The police officer handed the
priest the ticket, and said, "Go, and sin no more."
* * * * * * * * *
The story is told of a politician who, after receiving the proofs of a picture, was very angry with the photographer. He stormed back to the man's studio and screamed at him: "This picture does not do me justice!" The
photographer replied, "Sir, with a face like yours, what you need is mercy, not justice!"

Monday, Apr. 9
8:00 a.m.
† Anaceto M. Caunan
(By: Adele Caunan)

Tuesday, Apr. 10
8:00 a.m.
† James Ming-Sum Wu
(By: Grace N. Wu)

Wednesday, Apr. 11
8:00 a.m.
† Jess De Jesus
(By: Cagalingan of SF)

Thursday, Apr. 12
8:0 a.m.
† Aurara Salvador

(By: Maria Bartzoloski)

Friday, Apr. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Willy Herrera
(By: Mila)

Saturday, Apr. 14
8:00 a.m.
† Naomi Henderson

(By: Susan Venturi & Cappelluti Family)

4:30 p.m.

† Thanksgiving Mass
(By: Ding & Carol)

Sunday, Apr. 15
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.
† Janet Schulz

Sunday Collections

(By: Mary & Jim Schhenck)

11:30 a.m.

† Luzfe Torres
(By: Laarni Gusto)

6:45 p.m.

† John Eric Soriano
(By: Laarni Gusto)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Good Friday
$ 1,677
Easter 1
$17,071
Easter II
$ 5,894
We thank our parishioners for their generosity.
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Apr. 8 - Ted Martin Family
Sunday, Apr. 15 - Men’s Club
Sunday, Apr. 22 - Antonette Glynn

Please remember:

Bernard Crotty
Fara Madamba
Vera Mazzola
Who recently died in the peace of Christ. Our
sick and homebound are in continual need of our prayers,
please remember them daily.

Second Sunday of Easter
(or Sunday of Divine Mercy)
April 8, 2018
Who indeed is the victor over the
world but the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?— 1 John 5:5

Monday, Apr. 9
12:00 p.m.
50+ Club
3:30 p.m.
Faith Formation/Office
Tuesday, Apr. 10
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal/Church
Wednesday, Apr. 11
3:00 p.m.
School Fashion Show Reh./Hall
7:00 p.m.
RCIA/Conf. Rm.
7:00 p.m.
SVDP/EC
Thursday, Apr. 12
3:00 p.m.
School Fashion Show Reh./Hall
Friday, Apr. 13
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Apr. 14
9:00 a.m.
Book Club
12:00 p.m.
Fashion Show/Olympic Club
Sunday, Apr. 15
8:30 a.m.
Never To Late Basketball/Hall
8:30 a.m.
Confirmation Rehearsal/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick. May they know the healing
touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Maureen Conley,
Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Emma Lew, Al Gragnani,
Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Maria Matthews, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Saint Faustina of Poland is the well
-known apostle of Divine Mercy.
On the 30th of April 2000, at 10:00
AM on the Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday, the
Feast requested by Jesus in His
communications with St. Faustina),
His Holiness Pope St. John Paul II
celebrated the Eucharist in Saint Peter’s Square and
proceeded to the canonization of Blessed Sister
Faustina. [John Paul himself would be canonized on
this same Feast Day – April 27 in 2014 – by Pope
Francis.] Saint Faustina invites us by the witness of
her life to keep our Faith and Hope fixed on God the
Father, rich in mercy, who saved us by the precious
Blood of His Son. During her short life, the Lord
Jesus assigned to St. Faustina three basic tasks: (1)
to pray for souls, entrusting them to God's incomprehensible Mercy; (2) to tell the world about God's
generous Mercy; (3) to start a new movement in the
Church focusing on God's Mercy. At the canonization of St. Faustina, Pope St. John Paul II said: “The
cross, even after the Resurrection of the Son of God,
speaks, and never ceases to speak, of God the Father, Who is absolutely faithful to His eternal love
for man. ... Believing in this love means believing in
mercy." “The Lord of Divine Mercy,” a drawing of
Jesus based on the vision given to St. Faustina,
shows Jesus raising his right hand in a gesture of
blessing, with His left hand on his heart from which
gush forth two rays, one red and one white. The picture (shown above) contains the message, "Jesus, I
trust in You!" The rays streaming out have symbolic meaning: red for the Blood of Jesus, which is the
life of souls and white for the Baptismal water
which justifies souls. The whole image is symbolic
of the mercy, forgiveness and love of God.
Young Adults! Are you discerning a Call to be a
Sister or a Priest? What does your heart desire?
THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS VOCATION CONFERENCE
is hosting a Young Adult “Encounter” Retreat (adult
men and women ages 18-35) on April 14, 2018 from
2:00 – 8:00pm at the Dominican Sisters Center in
San Rafael. The day will consist of Prayer, Adoration, Reflection Walks, Circle Conversations, Journaling, Vocation Stories by Priests and Sisters and a
Vigil Mass. Questions? Contact Sister Carla, carlaop@gmail.com or call 415-686-4183. Registration
online at http://bit.ly/Encounter2018

DIVINE MERCY INACTION
The news is filled with illustrations of mercy—or the need for mercy—in our world. One of the
most moving stories came to us on October 6, 2006,
when an armed man entered an Amish schoolhouse
in Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania. He chased out the
little boys and lined up the 10 little girls in front of
the blackboard. He shot all of them and then killed
himself. Five of the girls died. After the medics and
police left, the families of the fallen came and carried their slain children home. They removed their
bloody clothes and washed the bodies. They sat for a
time and mourned their beloved children. After a
while they walked to the home of the man who killed
their children. They told his widow they forgave her
husband for what he had done, and they consoled her
for the loss of her spouse. They buried their anger
before they buried their children. Amish Christians
teach us that forgiveness is central. They believe in a
real sense that God’s forgiveness of themselves depends on their extending forgiveness to other people.
That’s what the mercy of God is all about. That mercy is why we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday.
* * * * * * * * *
A TIME magazine issue in 1984 presented a
startling cover. It pictured a prison cell where two
men sat on metal folding chairs. The young man
wore a blue turtleneck sweater, blue jeans and white
running shoes. The older man was dressed in a white
robe and had a white skullcap on his head. They sat
facing one another, up-close and personal. They
spoke quietly so as to keep others from hearing the
conversation. The young man was Mehmet Ali Agca, the pope’s would-be assassin (he shot and
wounded the Pope on May 13, 1981); the other man
was Pope St. John Paul II, the intended victim. The
Pope held the hand that had held the gun whose bullet had torn into the Pope’s body. This was a living
icon of mercy. John Paul’s forgiveness was deeply
Christian. His deed with Ali Agca spoke a thousand
words. He embraced his enemy and pardoned him.
At the end of their 20-minute meeting, Ali Agca
raised the Pope’s hand to his forehead as a sign of
respect. John Paul shook Ali Agca’s hand tenderly.
When the Pope left the cell he said, “What we talked
about must remain a secret between us. I spoke to
him as a brother whom I have pardoned and who has
my complete trust.” This is an example of God’s Divine Mercy, the same Divine Mercy whose message
St. Faustina witnessed.

A Conference for Families and Elder Care Professionals
(CEUs available both days for selected professions)
Campbell Community Center, 1 Campbell Avenue, Campbell, CA

Register - elderconsult.com
Friday, April 13 - Focus on Professionals
2:00 - 6:00 PM
Friday, April 13 $45
Saturday, April 14 $45
Both Days $70 ($20 savings)

Saturday, April 14 - Focus on Family and
Caregivers - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Friday, April 13 $25
Saturday, April 14 $25
Both Days $40 ($10 savings)

Raffle Tickets for sale after Mass.
Winner to be drawn at the Spring 2018 Fashion Show on
April 14th. Need not be present to win.

AD
PAGE

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2016-2017

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStepehnSF.org

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address _______________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone __________________ Email ___________________________
Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No

