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Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

APRIL 21 2019

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
The Gospel writers often provide the most fascinating details as they record what
they witnessed or heard. Thousands of years later, we know particulars that give
great life and vibrancy to the narratives. From the infant Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes to the Jesus who ate supper with his disciples in an upper room and
prayed in a garden while they slept. Jesus, whose persecutors wove a crown of
thorns, scourged his body, gave him vinegar on a sponge and pierced his side. Jesus
who walked, slept, ate and drank – who suffered and died. We are constantly reminded of the human nature of this divine person of the Trinity, whose “humanity appeared as ‘sacrament’,
that is, the sign and instrument, of his divinity and of the salvation he brings” (CCC 515).
Today’s Gospel, too, is full of specific details – Mary Magdalene goes to Christ’s tomb on the first
day of the week … early in the morning, while it was still dark. She sees that the stone had been removed, she
runs to tell Simon Peter and John, and they race to the scene. They see an empty tomb, discarded burial cloths
and a separate cloth for his head which had been neatly rolled in a separate place. Still grieving from the loss
of their Lord, they only begin to piece together the details and recall his predictions that he would be raised
from the dead.
On this great Easter Day, it would be understandable
if we “got lost in the details.” We can too easily focus on the
stone rolled away, the empty tomb and the abandoned burial
cloths. But we know what the larger context is, and truly we
can rejoice that Jesus overcame his tortuous death and that
God raised him from the dead.
How do we do that? Perhaps the greatest insight may
be found in today’s Preface to our Eucharistic Prayer. In a
few moments, we will hear these words: by dying he has destroyed our death, and by rising, restored our life (Preface I
of Easter). This is the summation of God’s plan of salvation.
This is the great Paschal Mystery of our faith. This is the
heart of every liturgy we celebrate.
For today we do not merely recall what happened two thousand years ago on a cross and in a humble
rock-hewn tomb, we participate in this continuing sacrificial mystery. We rejoice that Jesus suffered, died
and rose for us. We rejoice because his sacrifice was once, for all. Today, we rejoice because he continues to
save his people. Our risen Lord is here among us still – in word and sacrament, priest and people.
And like those first witnesses to the Resurrection, he commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. Today and every day, let us give
God thanks and praise for such a spectacular gift as eternal life! And let us be so grateful that we spend each
day of our lives so as to be worthy of so great a gift.
Whether parishioners, neighbors or those passing through, I offer each of you
many blessings throughout this beautiful day and throughout the Easter Season that we now have begun.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

What does it mean to you to be chosen by God?
During Easter Time, how can you seek what is above?
When have you more clearly understood a truth about God?

SIGNIFICANCE OF
EASTER
"Easter" literally means "the
feast of fresh flowers." Easter
is the greatest and the most
important feast in the Church
for four reasons:

3)

1) The Resurrection of Christ is the basis of our
Christian Faith.
It is the greatest of the miracles, for it proves that
Jesus is God. That is why St. Paul writes: “If Christ

4)

has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain; and
your Faith is in vain” (I Cor 15:14). “Jesus is Lord,
He is risen” (Rom 10:9), was the central theme of the
kerygma (or “preaching”), of the Apostles

2) Easter is the guarantee of our own resurrection. Jesus assured Martha at the tomb of Lazarus:

5)

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in
me will live even though he dies…” (Jn 11:25-26).

6)

3) Easter is a feast which gives us hope and encouragement in this world of pain, sorrows and
tears. It reminds us that life is worth living. It also

7)

gives us strength to fight against temptations and freedom from unnecessary worries and fears.
4) Easter gives meaning to our prayers: It supports

our belief in the Real Presence of the Risen Jesus in and
around us, in His Church, in the Blessed Sacrament and
in Heaven, hearing our prayers, and so gives meaning to
our personal as well as our communal prayers.

Reasons why we believe
in the Resurrection of Jesus
1) Jesus himself testified to his Resurrection from
the dead, giving it as a sign of his divinity. (Mark
8:31; Matthew 17:22; Luke 9:22). Tear down this
temple and in three days I will build it again” (Jn 2:
19).
2) he tomb was empty on Easter Sunday (Luke
24:3). Although the guards claimed (Matthew

8)

9)

28:13), that the disciples of Jesus had stolen the
body, every sensible Jew knew that it was impossible for the terrified disciples of Jesus to steal the
body of Jesus from a tomb guarded by an armed,
16-member Roman Guard detachment.
The initial disbelief of Jesus’ own disciples in
Jesus’ Resurrection, in spite of His repeated apparitions, serves as a strong proof of his Resurrection. Their initial disbelief explains why the Apostles started preaching the Risen Christ only after
receiving the anointing of the Holy Spirit on the
day of Pentecost.
The transformation of Jesus’ disciples: Jesus’
Resurrection and the anointing of the Holy Spirit
transformed men who were hopeless and fearful
after the crucifixion (Luke 24:21, John 20:19),
into men who now were confident and bold witnesses to the Resurrection (Acts 2:24, 3:15, 4:2)
powerfully preaching the Risen Lord.
Neither the Jews nor the Romans could disprove Jesus’ Resurrection by presenting the dead
body of Jesus.
The Apostles and early Christians would not
have fearlessly preached Christ as Savior and
faced martyrdom if they were not absolutely sure
of Jesus’ Resurrection.
The Apostle Paul’s conversion from a persecutor of Christians to a zealous preacher of Jesus
supports the truth of Jesus’ ResurrecƟon
(Galatians 1:11-17, Acts 9:1, Acts 9:24-25, Acts
26:15-18).
The sheer existence of a thriving, empireconquering early Christian Church, bravely facing and surviving three centuries of persecution,
supports the truth of the Resurrection claim.
The New Testament witnesses do not bear the
stamp of dupes or deceivers. The Apostles and the
early Christians were absolutely sure about the Resurrection of Jesus.

Monday, Apr. 22
8:00 a.m.
† Florence Hyland
(By: Fr. Tony)

Tuesday, Apr. 23
8:00 a.m.
† Pearl La Belle
(By: Eileen Rodman)

Wednesday, Apr. 24
8:00 a.m.
Richard Roque Sp. Int.

Monday, Apr. 22 Parish Office Closed
Friday, .Apr 26
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Apr. 27
Sunday, Apr. 28
9:30 a.m.
BCSFYAO Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

(By: Edison Ongpian)

Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord

Thursday, Apr. 25
8:00 a.m.
† Elena Ledesma
(By: Boquiren Family)

Friday, Apr. 26
8:00 a.m.

April 21, 2019

EASTER PRAYER

Rey Ysip Sp. Int.
(By: Ysip Family)

“Faith in the resurrection
of Christ never misleads us,
and hope in our own resurrection
never deceives us,
because God the Father
both restored our Lord to life
and will restore us to life
too by virtue of his power.”

Saturday, Apr. 27
8:00 a.m.
† Refulo Dominia
(By: Adele Caunan)

4:30 p.m.

† Albert Gragnani
(By: Diane Gragnani)

Sunday, Apr. 28
8:00 a.m

† Aida Francisco
(By: Gil & Vicky Francisco)

9:30 a.m.

(By: Gloria Daffner)

11:30 a.m.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

† Melba Suago
(By: Becky Parini)

6:45 p.m.

----St. Bede the Venerable

Mrs. Aspromonte Sp. Int.
Sunday:

† Cheng Lian Hong
(By: Shirley Dee)

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Peter is an eyewitness: The Lord is
risen (Acts 10:34a, 37-43).
Psalm — This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad (Psalm 118).
(1) Second Reading — All who are baptized, set your
hearts on heaven (Colossians 3:1-4)
(2) Second Reading — Christ our Passover is sacrificed; therefore let us celebrate (1 Corinthians 5:6b-8).
Gospel — Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and John; each
responds to the empty tomb (John 20:1-9) or Luke 24:112.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 04/07/19

$ 7,522.50

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a loving
and generous increase to God

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass
Today, Apr. 21 - Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, Apr. 28 - please volunteer
Sunday, May. 5 - Stecher Family

Easter Sunday: Resurrection of the
Lord; Julian Calendar Palm Sunday
Monday:
Monday within the Octave of Easter;
Earth Day
Tuesday:
Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
Wednesday: Wednesday within the Octave of Easter;
Administrative Professionals Day
Thursday: Thursday within the Octave of Easter
Friday:
Friday within the Octave of Easter;
Julian Calendar Good Friday;
Arbor Day
Saturday: Saturday within the Octave of Easter

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of
Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Cindy De Jesus, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Marc Gutierres, Eden Finn,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Kevin King,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.

2019 ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
Thank you to those who have already responded to the Appeal - your generosity is most heartwarming! It is important that
everyone in the parish, and the Archdiocese, take this project seriously, as I remind everyone that there are so many fellow
Catholics who benefit from your generosity.
Our "required" participation this year is $92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioner and visitor alike. Brochures are available on the tables in the vestibule (and side entrance). No gift is too small, and all gifts help the programs as
explained in the brochure.
I also invite you to join the 1% club, which means you are invited to a great dinner at the priest house (what a deal, that is!).
So check out the brochure, pray over how you can help, and return it with your support as soon as possible. I thank you in
advance for your participation. (Fr. Tony)

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 60,683.00.
PARISH GOAL : $ 92,685.00
Week

Amount Received

No. of Households

BALANCE

7(as of April 9)

$1,070.00

12

$60,683.00

1-6

$ 25,589.00

91

$ 71,341.00

Anonymous
M/M Manuel Abad
Ms. Phyllis Abad
M/M Dale Allen Jr.
M/M Carlos Altamirao
Mrs. Dorothy Arata
Mrs. Regina Aye &
Mr. James Lin
M/M Allan D. Ayson
M/M Charles Barca
M/M Moises Bautista Jr.
M/M Eugene Birsinger
Mr. Clemence Blondo
Mr. James Brady
Mr. Kieran Branch &
Ms. Beatriz O'Daly
Mrs. Maria E. Brooks
M/M John Bruno
Ms. Nancy Buckley
M/M Carlos R. Cajilig Jr.
Ms. Jocelyn Caoile
M/M Robert Carlevaris
M/M Gerald Carrillo
M/M Patrick J. Casserly Jr.
Mr. Frank Cassinelli
Ms. Adelaida R. Caunan

M/M Douglas Cayabyab
M/M Graziano Cerchiai
M/M Joseph Champagne
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
M/M Ronan Concannon
Mr. Joseph D’Aura
M/M Calvin Delucchi
M/M Michael Duffy
M/M David Dulany
M/M James Dyer Jr
Ms. Suzanne Fichera
Ms. Betty Ganduglia
M/M Darius S. Garcia
M/M Gavin Garzee
Mrs. Elinor Gatto
M/M Ryan Gille
Ms. Avelina A. Gomez
M/M Mark Gottas
Mrs. Diane Gragnani
Mrs. Linda Grimes
M/M Roberto Guzman
M/M James P Hargarten
Mr. Daniel Ho Haryasyah
M/M Lawrence Hayes
Ms. Joanne Hayes-White
M/M Thomas Hazard

M/M Brian Holl
M/M Claudio Hrvatin
M/M Renzo Hrvatin
Ms. Cynthia G. Kelly
Mrs. Marcail Kennedy
M/M Leo LaRocca
Rev. Anthony P LaTorre
M/M Eric Ching-Yuan Liu
M/M Matthew Lobre
M/M Damian Madden
M/M Ralph Mapson
M/M Lawrence Mazzola
M/M Stephen McElroy
Mr. Daniel McGarry &
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Ms. Joanne McGrail
Mr. Sean McGrillen &
Ms. Sarah Barca
Mrs. Alene Meyers
Mrs. Gayle T. Montalbano
M/M Joseph Morello
Mrs. Elizabeth Nakagoshi
M/M Eddie Nasser
Mrs. Rose O’Connor
M/M Remidius Ojong
Ms. Anne O’Shea
M/M Thomas Parini

M/M Thomas M. Perlite
M/M Thomas J. Perlite
M/M Joseph Phair
Mrs. Ferdie Putra
M/M Mark Ragaza
Mr Robert Reidy
M/M John Ritchie
M/M Rodel Rodis
Mrs. Eileen Rodman
Mr. Francisco Roselada
M/M Daniel M. Salvemini
Rev David Schunk
M/M Martin Slattery
Ms. Lutzie E. Sotto
M/M Peter Stephans
M/M William Taylor
M/M Gary R. Torres
M/M Norman Ubungen
M/M Lawrence Wong
Mrs. Maria Xavier
M/M Reynaldo Ysip

Thank you!

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 4/22: Declan Mahony, Mia Harsha Tues. 4/23: Madison Pashby, Beatriz Taylor
Wed. 4/24: Ronin Datangel, Noah Hernandez Thurs. 4/25: Domenic Regalia, Santiago Dyer
Fri. 4/26: Catherine Alcantara, Julia Alcantara Sat. Apr. 27, 8:00 a.m. Erin Ritchie, Francesca Flocchini
4:30 p.m. Olivia Schot, Gina Zevallos, Sarah Tuvo
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

.AS “RESUURECTION PEOPLE”,

WE SHOULD . . . .
Let us live the lives of Resurrection people: We are not supposed to lie buried in the tomb
of our sins, evil habits, dangerous addictions, despair, discouragement or doubts. Instead,
we are expected to live a joyful and peaceful life, constantly experiencing the living presence of the Risen Lord Who loves us in all the events of our lives and amid the boredom,
suffering, pain and tensions of our day-to-day life.
The conviction of the real presence of the Risen Lord with us and within us and all
around us, enables us to lead disciplined Christian lives. It will help us to control our
thoughts, desires, words, behavior and actions.
This salutary awareness of the presence of the Risen Lord within us inspires us to honor our bodies, keeping them holy, pure and free from evil habits and addictions. Our conviction that the loving presence of the Risen Lord dwells in our neighbors and in all those
we encounter, should encourage us to respect them and to render them loving, humble
and selfless service.

EASTER HUMOR
Sunday school teacher had just finished telling her third graders about how
Jesus was crucified and placed in a tomb with a great stone sealing the opening. Then, wanting to share the excitement of the resurrection, she asked: "And
what do you think were Jesus’ first words when He came bursting out of that
tomb alive?" A hand shot up into the air from the rear of the classroom. Attached to it was the arm of a little girl. Leaping out of her chair she shouted out
excitedly "I know, I know!" "Good" said the teacher, "Tell us, what were Jesus
first words?" And extending her arms high into the air she said: "TA-DA!"
++++++
George went on a vacation to the Middle East with most of his family including his mother-in-law. During their vacation and while they were visiting Jerusalem,
George's mother-in-law died. With the death certificate in hand, George went to the American
Consulate to make arrangements to send the body back to the States for proper burial. The Consul, after hearing of the death of the mother-in-law, told George that the sending of a body back
to the States for burial is very, very expensive. It could cost as much as $5,000. The Consul continued, “In most cases the person responsible for the remains normally decides to bury the body
here. This would only cost $150.” George thought for some time and answered, "I don't care
how much it will cost to send the body back; that's what I want to do." The Consul, after hearing
this, said, "You must have loved your mother-in-law very much, considering the difference in
price." "No, it's not that!" said George. "You see, I know of a case many years ago of a person,
by name Jesus, who was buried here in Jerusalem. On the third day he arose from the dead. I just can't take that chance."
++++++++++
One lady wrote in to a question-and-answer forum. "Dear Sirs, our preacher said on Easter, that Jesus just
swooned on the cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you think? Sincerely, Bewildered.. . . . .
. . Dear Bewildered, beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails, nail him to a cross; hang him in the sun for 6 hours; run
a spear through his side...put him in an airless tomb for 36 hours and see what
happens." Sincerely, Charles.
++++++++++++
Joseph of Arimathea was a very wealthy Pharisee, a member of the council, and a secret follower of Jesus. It was Joseph who went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body after the crucifixion. And it was Joseph who supplied the tomb for
Jesus’ burial. I wonder if someone pulled him aside and said, "Joseph that was
such beautiful, costly, hand-hewn tomb. Why on earth did you give it to someone else to be buried in?" "Why not?" Joseph may have answered. “He only
needed it for the weekend."

At our Saturday Easter Vigil, April 20
at 8:00pm we welcomed two people
into the Catholic Church through Baptism and six adults will receive the Sacraments of First
Holy Communion and Confirmation. As they complete
their preparation process with the RCIA team we ask
that you keep them in your prayers. Please pray for our
Catechumen: Sevilla Rhyu Lee and Suzanne Yamaguchi; and our Confirmandi: Cameron Lee, Norma Mendoza, Carlos Mendoza, Tadas Petrys, Tania Ragaza, and
Daniel Shinn.

Interested in becoming Catholic?
If you, or someone you know, may be interested in the
Catholic Faith, or have been Baptized but never finished
receiving the Sacraments of First Communion or Confirmation, you are encouraged to contact Mary Molly in the
parish office to learn more about what our parish has to
offer. Please call or email Mary Molly Mullaney, office
phone: (415) 681-244 x4 or email:
FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

Volunteer opportunity with Faith Formation Program.
Do you like working with youth and teaching the Catholic Faith? The St. Stephen Parish Faith Formation program and Children’s Liturgy needs volunteer teachers for
this coming school year. Faith Formation meets on Monday afternoons, 4:00-5:15pm. The Children’s Liturgy is
at the 9:30 Mass on Sundays. Please contact Mary Molly
Mullaney in the parish office if you are interested in
helping out or just want more information :phone: (415)
681-2444, e-mail: FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

St. Stephen’s Book Club

St. Stephen’s Book Club meets the 2nd Saturday of each
month. Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Contact
Mary Molly in the parish office for more information at
faithformation@saintstephenSF.org.

SPRING RAFFLE UPDATE
Thank you for your participation in
our Spring Raffle. I strongly encourage you if you have not sent in those
stubs/checks, please do so. It’s all for
a good cause in the beautification and
repairs of your church. We are announcing a change
if the drawing date. It will NOT be held on Easter
Sunday as planned. To better enable the school
children and families to have more time to participate, the drawing date has been changed to:
SUNDAY, MAY 12
FOLLOWING THE 9:30 MASS.
That gives everyone more time to get those tickets
sold/bought and returned to the church. Thanks for
all your support! (Fr.Tony)

Mark your calender!
THE MEN'S CLUB
24th ANNUAL
COUGAR CLASSIC GOLF
TOURNAMENT
FRIDAY MAY 3rd 2019
11:00am Warm-up - 12:00 noon Shotgun Start
Dinner and Raffle to follow at Harding
(Dinner at 6:00pm)
TPC HARDING PARK
$250 PER PERSON
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
ST STEPHEN SCHOOL!
Line-up your foursome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):

Acolyte/Altar Service , Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher , Hospitality
after Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir,
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers

