St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

June 2, 2019

The Ascension of the Lord
Today’s celebration of the Ascension of the Lord can get
lost. It comes between two other significant moments in
the life a young Church. A few weeks ago, we celebrated
the greatest day on the liturgical calendar, the Resurrection
of the Lord. Next Sunday, we will celebrate another important event for a fledgling Church, the Descent of the
Holy Spirit - Pentecost.
Today, the Apostles are less afraid than they were when Jesus came to them on that first Easter, but losing
him today for a second time could not have been easy. In our first reading, they are left staring up at heaven. In the Gospel, they leave rejoicing filled with great joy. So which is it? Are they bewildered or joyfilled.? Actually they are both.
The Apostles have journeyed with Jesus for three years. They have witnessed the miracles and the parables.
They have also witnessed the resentments and the ridicule. They have just witnessed his torturous death and
his glorious Resurrection. It has truly been a rollercoaster ride of giant proportions.
Such is the life of discipleship we live even today as we gather to celebrate the moment between Easter and
Pentecost. We are a people living in a kingdom established here on earth, but not yet part of its fullness
found in the next life. It is an in-between moment for the Church, and in our own lives. How we choose to
face such moments tells us how resilient our faith is, or whether there is work to be done to strengthen our
reliance on Jesus and on his promises.
It is always going to be easier to have faith when things are going well. It is in those in-between moments
that we learn a great deal about ourselves. It is okay to stop and stare at what is unclear or confusing – as
long as we find joy in the journey, as the disciples in both readings eventually did [even though we don’t
hear about it in the first reading]. It is here we discover the need to go deeper in our trust in Jesus’ promise
not to ever leave us orphaned.
It is in these in-between moments we also realize we are never alone in facing any challenge that is before
us. For though Jesus’ human form ascended into heaven, he is here present in word and sacrament. The Holy Spirit dwells within and among us. By God’s grace, may we have all that Saint Paul prayed for, for those
who lived in Ephesus: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among
the holy ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe.
As we come close to closing the Easter Festival, may the joy and peace of the Risen Lord be with you and
your families this day and always. And our thanks for joining us in prayer this day.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•

How can you find time to quietly discern a response or action with the Holy Spirit?

•

Where do you find your hope?

•

When have you joyfully praised God?

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the following students who graduated from St. Stephen School on Friday, May 31st
at 5:30 p.m. We will miss you all and wish you continued success. Good luck to you as you begin a
new adventure in high school.
John Brooks, St. Ignatius
Mason Brown, Sacred Heart Cathedral
John Colangelo, Sacred Heart Cathedral
Eoghan Daly, Sacred Heart Cathedral
Charlotte Davey, St. Ignatius
Aidan Dugan, Sacred Heart Cathedral
Melena Elin, Mercy San Francisco
Alex Flores, St. Ignatius
Santino Franco, St. Ignatius
Sofia Frushtick, Redwood High School
Andonis Gullotta, St. Ignatius
Bianca Hallinan, St. Ignatius
Melissa Hua, St. Ignatius
Dimitra Janssens, St. Ignatius

Bianca Kebbe, Sacred Heart Cathedral
Molly Linehan, St. Ignatius
Patrick Linehan, St. Ignatius
Angelina Melis, St. Ignatius
Hannah Morello, St. Ignatius
Cian O’Donoghue, Rockwell College
Evelyn Ongpin, Summit Shasta
Joshua Pashby, St. Ignatius
Isabella Rovetti, Convent of the Sacred Heart
Olivia Schot, St. Ignatius
Sarah Tuvo, Sacred Heart Cathedral
Justin Wu, Lowell High School
Gina Zevallos, Mercy San Francisco

What We Learn from the Ascension
We need to be proclaimers and evangelizers: In today's Gospel, Jesus gives this mission to all the believers: "Go out to the
whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” This mission is not given to a select few but to all believers. To be a
Christian is to be a proclaimer and an evangelizer. There is a difference between preaching and proclaiming. “We preach with
words but we proclaim with our lives.” As we celebrate the Lord’s return to His Father in Heaven – His Ascension -- we are
being commissioned to go forth and proclaim the Gospel of life and love, of hope and peace, by the witness of our lives. On
this day of hope, encouragement and commissioning, let us renew our commitment to be true disciples everywhere we go,
beginning with our family and our parish, "living in a manner worthy of the call [we] have received.”
We need to live a life of Christian joy in the presence of the ascended Lord. According to Luke, the disciples "returned to
Jerusalem with great joy."Apparently Jesus' exaltation and final blessing gave them, as it gives us, the assurance that, though
absent, Jesus is still present, present even in the pain and sorrow we undergo. That is why St. Augustine assures us, “Christ is
now exalted above the Heavens, but he still suffers on earth all the pain that we, the members of his Body, have to bear. He
showed this when he cried out from above: 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?' and when he said: 'I was hungry and you
gave me food.' While in Heaven he is also with us; and while on earth we are with him. He is here with us by his Divinity, his
power and his love. We cannot be in Heaven, as he is on earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be there by love."
We have a teaching mission: Jesus taught us lessons of Faith, Hope, forgiveness, mercy, redemption and Love. We cannot
put these lessons on a shelf and ignore them. They stand before us in the person of Jesus. Although no longer visibly present
in the world, Jesus is present in his words., and we must make these words real in our lives as well as in the lives of others.
Christianity was meant to be a Faith in which Jesus’ followers would help and care for others, just as Jesus had done. But
the spreading of the Good News to all nations is not a goal that can be attained by human might and craft. This is why Jesus
promises to empower the Church with His abiding presence and that of the Holy Spirit. The challenge of sharing the Good
News with all mankind should, therefore, begin with our admission that we have often been arrogant and overbearing. We
must learn to be humble and let the Holy Spirit lead the way.
The ascended Jesus is our source of strength and encouragement: Perhaps some of the nagging doubts which inevitably accompany the journey of Faith could be lessened by our meditating on the Ascension and its implications. When we are too
far from Faith to pray on our own, let us remember that we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous,
praying for us. When the trials of life feel too heavy to bear, we must remember that Christ will come again in glory, the
same glory in which Jesus arose from the tomb, the same glory to which Jesus ascended, and the same glory in which Jesus
currently abides. Though our limited perception might find him absent, Jesus is fully present, participating in every moment
of our lives. By His Ascension, Christ has not deserted us but has made it possible for the Holy Spirit to enter all times and
places. In this way it is possible for each of us to be transformed by the power of the Spirit into agents or instruments of
Christ. We become enlivened, and our actions become animated in a new way by the Spirit of the God we love and serve. We
have become other Christs in the world.

Monday, June 3
8:00 a.m.

† Clotilde Paglinawan
(By: Adele Caunan

Tuesday, June 4
8:00 a.m.

Cynthia & Narcie Sp. Int.
(By: Ding, Carol & kids)

Wednesday, June 5
8:00 a.m.
† Gloria Cagalingan
(By: Cagalingan Family

Thursday, June 6
8:00 a.m.

St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.

Tuesday, June 4
12:00 p.m.
School Lunch/Hall
Wednesday, June 5
12:00 p.m.
School Lunch/Hall
Friday, June 7
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, June 8
9:00 a.m.
Book Club
Sunday, June 9
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, June 7
8:00 a.m.

† Rey & Elvie Ysip Sp. Int.
(By: Ysip family)

Saturday, June 8
8:00 a.m.

† Armando Aspiras

4:30 p.m.

† Albert Gragnani

(By: Shirley Dee)
(By: Diane Gragnani)

Sunday, June 9
8:00 a.m

† Alfred Barzoloski
(By: maria Barzoloski)

9:30 a.m.

Linda Domingo Palaypay Sp. Int.

11:30 a.m.

† Chona Lacson

(By: Rebecca Roque)
(By: Gloria Calado)

6:45 p.m.

† J. Pat Fitzgerald
(By: Mary Fitzgerald)

The Ascension of the Lord
June 2, 2019
God mounts his throne amid shouts of
joy; the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
— Psalm 47:6
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will
be witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11).
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a
blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47).
Second Reading — God seated Jesus at his right hand
in the heavens (Ephesians 1:17-23) or Hebrews 9:24-28;
10:19-23.
Gospel — As Jesus blessed his disciples he parted from
them and was taken up to heaven (Luke 24:46-53).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass
Today, , June 2 - Parish Staff
Sunday- June 9 - Book Club
Sunday, June 16 - Antonette Glynn

Children’s liturgy
We will begin ‘Sunday Children’s Liturgy at the 9:30
Mass’ again in the Fall. Please contact Mary Molly in
the parish office if you would like to volunteer with the
Children’s Liturgy in the future.
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
The Ascension of the Lord;
World Communications Day
Monday:
St. Charles Lwanga and Companions
Wednesday:
St. Boniface
Thursday:
St. Norbert;
Julian Calendar Ascension

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written
in our book of the sick. May
they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Cindy De Jesus, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Betty Ganduglia,
Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Kevin King, Nestor & Nessa Plondaya,
Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera, Nenita Sangalang,
Ed Silvia, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
Gwendolyn Walsh and Jodie Yuzon.
Please call the office to add or remove names of people that we
should pray for this month or should remain on this list longer .

Our 20,000 Square Foot Parish Center
is Available to Rent for Special Occasions
Call Shay Ingelfinger at 415 681-2444 ext. 33 for information regarding the hourly rate available for our parishioners. Web site: www.sfeventcenter.org
Contact Shay Ingelfinger, our Parish Event Center
Coordinator at 415 681-2444 ext. 33 or visit our web
site at www.sfeventcenter.org

Thank You from Catholic Charities
On behalf of the families and individuals
we are blessed to serve, Catholic Charities
want to thank each of you for your generous support of the recent Catholic Charities Sunday second collection.
Your parish’s participation in this essential second collection supports vital services to thousands of our most
vulnerable neighbors: children, single parents, homeless
families, aging adults and adults with disabilities, those
living with disabling HIV/AIDS, and refugees and immigrants. We are most grateful for the direct impact you
are making in the lives of the people we serve. This second collection enables us to continue working on your
behalf to care for our brothers and sisters in need with
compassion, dignity, and respect. Thank you for your
ongoing support. Together, we are changing lives one
person, one family, one child at a time.
To learn more about the work and impact of Catholic
Charities, and ways you can get involved, visit us at
https://www.catholiccharitiessf.org/
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
The mystery of the Ascension has to do with
holding in tension a sense of God’s nearness, along with
the burden caused by apparent signs of absence. The risen Jesus says to Mary Magdalene, “Do not cling to me,”
perhaps pointing out to her that his physical presence to
the disciples was time bound and temporary. It was a
gift for their transformation, and after forty days, he vanished from their sight and hearing, though never out of
their consciousness.
They do not mourn at his going this time: there is
no trace of the disciples who hid in fear at his crucifixion,
no sense of the women who wept softly as they carried
ointments to the tomb through the dewy morning light.
Instead, the scriptural accounts show them full of joy,
comforted by his promise to be with them forever, and
open to the Spirit’s power. They are joyful, energized,
aware, and united with one another in love. They seem to
grasp an awareness that if the mission to the whole world
was a serious one, then the presence of the Risen Christ
could not be pinned down to any one place or time, but
had to be always and everywhere completely available.
All peoples, all times, all cultures were opened to receive
him in this moment of the Ascension. The energy of this
feast is drawn not from absence, but renewed and deeper
presence. —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 05/26/19

$ 5,233.50

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God

Interested in becoming Catholic?
If you, or someone you know, may be
interested in the Catholic Faith, or have
been Baptized but never finished receiving the Sacraments
of First Communion or Confirmation, you are encouraged
to contact Mary Molly in the parish office to learn more
about what our parish has to offer. Please call or email
Mary Molly Mullaney, office phone: (415) 681-244 x4 or
email:

JOKE OF THE WEEK
(The jokes on him!) A ridiculous story with
religious significance has been making the
rounds lately. It is about a pilot and three passengers a
boy scout, a priest, and an atomic scientist in a plane that
develops engine trouble in mid-flight. The pilot rushes
back to the passenger compartment and exclaims, "The
plane is going down! We only have three parachutes, and
there are four of us! I have a family waiting for me at
home. I must survive!" With that, he grabs one of the
parachutes and jumps out of the plane. The atomic scientist jumps to his feet at this point and declares, "I am the
smartest man in the world. It would be a great tragedy if
my life were snuffed out!" With that, he also grabs a parachute and exits the plane. With an alarmed look on his
face, the priest says to the Boy Scout, "My son, I have no
family. I am ready to meet my Maker. You are still young
with much ahead of you. You take the last parachute.” At
this point, the Boy Scout interrupts the priest, "Hold on,
Father. Don't say any more. We're all right. The world's
smartest man just jumped out of the plane wearing my
backpack!" For such smart people who do not believe in
an afterlife, today’s feast of the Ascension seems a myth.
But it is the guarantee of their resurrection and ascension
to heaven for Christians.

Marriage Enrichment Weekend
August 9-11, 2019 at St. Clare's Retreat Center
helpourmarriage.com

Phone 408-782-1413

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

2019 ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
Thank you to those who have already responded to the Appeal - your generosity is most heartwarming! It is important that everyone in the parish, and the Archdiocese, take this project seriously, as I remind everyone that there are so many fellow Catholics
who benefit from your generosity.
Our "required" participation this year is $92,685.00. I ask that everyone participate, parishioner and visitor alike. Brochures are
available on the tables in the vestibule (and side entrance). No gift is too small, and all gifts help the programs as explained in the
brochure.
I also invite you to join the 1% club, which means you are invited to a great dinner at the priest house (what a deal, that is!). So
check out the brochure, pray over how you can help, and return it with your support as soon as possible. I thank you in advance
for your participation. (Fr. Tony)

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 40,949.00.
PARISH GOAL : $ 92,685.00
Week

Amount Received

No. of Households

BALANCE

10 - 12 (as of May 21)

$ 16,587.00

9

$40,949.00

1-9

$ 35,149.00

174

$ 64,183.00

Anonymous
M/M Manuel Abad
Ms. Phyllis Abad
M/M Bernardo Aguas
M/M Dale Allen Jr.
M/M Carlos Altamirano
M/M Christopher Andersen
Mrs. Dorothy Arata
M/M Roberto Arguello
Mrs. Regina Aye &
Mr. James Lin
M/M Allan D. Ayson
M/M John Azevedo
M/M Charles Barca
M/M Moises Bau sta Jr.
Ms. Anne Berry &
Mr. Paul Schrage
M/M Eugene Birsinger
Mr. Clemence Blondo
Mr. James Brady
Mr. Kieran Branch &
Ms. Beatriz O'Daly
Mrs. Maria E. Brooks
M/M John Bruno
Ms. Nancy Buckley
M/M Marvin Cabuntula
M/M Carlos R. Cajilig Jr.
Ms. Jocelyn Caoile
M/M Robert Carlevaris
M/M Gerald Carrillo
M/M Patrick J. Casserly Jr.
Mr. Frank Cassinelli
Ms. Adelaida R. Caunan
M/M Douglas Cayabyab
M/M Graziano Cerchiai
M/M Joseph Champagne
M/M Howard Chen
M/M Thomas Cleary
Ms. Patricia Cloonan
M/M Ronan Concannon
M/M Arturo Cuevo-Arenas

Mr. Joseph D’Aura
Ms. Alicia De Jesus
M/M Arsenio Del Rosario
M/M Calvin Delucchi
M/M Mark Dickson
M/M Michael Duﬀy
M/M David Dulany
M/M James Dyer Jr
Ms. Marie a Escalona
M/M James Fambrini
M/M Kenneth Fambrini
M/M Joe Fernandes
M/M Gerard Fernandez
M/M Primo Fernandez
Ms. Suzanne Fichera
M/M Roberto Franco
M/M Joseph Gandolfo
Ms. Be y Ganduglia
M/M Darius S. Garcia
M/M Gavin Garzee
Mrs. Elinor Ga o
M/M Ryan Gille
Ms. Avelina A. Gomez
M/M Mark Go as
Mrs. Diane Gragnani
Mrs. Linda Grimes
M/M Roberto Guzman
M/M Brenda Hallinan
M/M James P Hargarten
Ms. Yve e Harrington
Mr. Daniel Ho Haryasyah
M/M Lawrence Hayes
Ms. Joanne Hayes-White
M/M Thomas Hazard
M/M Jim Heissenbu el
Ms. Nathalia Hizon
M/M Viet Quoc Ho
M/M Brian Holl
M/M Claudio Hrva n
M/M Renzo Hrva n
M/M Brian Jarnutowski

Ms. Cynthia G. Kelly
Mrs. Marcail Kennedy
M/M Robert Kensic
M/M Douglas Kilroy
Ms. Elizabeth Knauss
M/M Leo LaRocca
Mrs. Beatriz Lacson
Rev. Anthony P LaTorre
Mrs. Karen Leach
M/M John Lie
Ms. Diane Linehan
M/M Eric Ching-Yuan Liu
Ms. Deborah Lobo
M/M Ma hew Lobre
M/M Damian Madden
M/M Ralph Mapson
M/M Lawrence Mazzola
M/M Stephen McElroy
Mr. Daniel McGarry &
Mrs. Courtney Cassinelli
Ms. Joanne McGrail
Mr. Sean McGrillen &
Ms. Sarah Barca
Mrs. Alene Meyers
Mrs. Gayle T. Montalbano
Ms. Mary Molly Mullaney
M/M Joseph Morello
Mrs. Elizabeth Nakagoshi
M/M Eddie Nasser
M/M Dan Nealon
M/M James O’Callaghan
Mrs. Rose O’Connor
M/M John O’Donoghue
M/M Remidius Ojong
Ms. Myrna Orais
Ms. Anne O’Shea
M/M Thomas Parini
M/M Michael Patricio
Ms. Alma Perez
M/M Thomas M. Perlite
M/M Thomas J. Perlite

M/M Joseph Phair
Ms. Joanne Poile
Mrs. Ferdie Putra
M/M Edwin Quan
M/M Mark Ragaza
Mr Robert Reidy
M/M John Regalia
Ms. Jan Reily
M/M Christopher Rillo
M/M Raymond Rinaldi
M/M John Ritchie
M/M Jesus Rivera
M/M Rodel Rodis
Mrs. Eileen Rodman
M/M Joseph Rodriguez
Mr. Francisco Roselada
M/M Daniel M. Salvemini
Rev David Schunk
M/M Mar n Sla ery
Ms. Lutzie E. So o
M/M George Staniotes
M/M Peter Stephans
M/M Adam Sweet
Ms. Nancy Tam
M/M William Taylor
M/M Lawrence Teshara
M/M Gary R. Torres
M/M Carl Tuvo
M/M Norman Ubungen
Ms. Vanessa Usi-Dang
Ms. Wendy Uthman
Mr. Gregory Von Holt
M/M Lawrence Wong
Ms. Mona Woo
Mrs. Maria Xavier
M/M Ryan Yee
M/M Reynaldo Ysip

Thank you!

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org
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ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY

CONTACT PERSON

•

Altar Servers

Giovanna Hrvatin

•

Altar Society

Joan Leehane

•

Bridge Group

Helen Perlite

•

Caritas

Nellie Hizon

•

Church Hospitality

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Communion Ministers Rhonda Smith

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Permanent Deacon

•

Faith Formation

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Fifty Plus Club

Helga D’Arcy

Mary Molly Mullaney
Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Finance Council

Laura Birsinger

•

Grief Support

Clergy

•

Lectors

Rhonda Smith

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Liturgy Committee

Fr. Tony

•

Marriage Preparation

Clergy

•

Men’s Club

Andrew Hazard

•

Music

Rhonda Smith

•

Parish Council

Vicky Francisco

•

RCIA

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

St. Stephen Book Club Mary Molly Mullaney

•

St. Vincent de Paul

Julie O’Callaghan

•

Ushers

Bob Anthony

•

Women’s Guild

Courtney Kilroy

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen
School Principal
Carol P Cagalingan
Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

Rhonda Smith
Music & Liturgy Coordinator, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org
Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org
Ed Prete
Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

Rose O’Driscoll

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):

Acolyte/Altar Service , Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher , Hospitality
after Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir,
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
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