St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

September 16, 2018

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 16, 2018

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s Gospel explains the basis of our Faith as acceptance of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the
Living God and our Lord and Savior. It also tells us that Christ Jesus became our Savior by his suffering, death and Resurrection. Finally, it outlines the three conditions of Christian discipleship,
namely, denying oneself, taking up one’s cross and following Jesus.
Jesus saw aspects of his own life and mission foreshadowed in Isaiah’s Servant Songs. Hence, a large
portion of the Third Song of the Suffering Servant is presented as the first reading today. Like the
servant described in today’s first reading, Jesus’ life was one of radical obedience and conformity to
God’s will. Thus, the Servant passage provides background for the revelation of Jesus as the suffering Messiah. In today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 116), the Psalmist invites us to turn to the Lord for help amidst the trials of this world. It
is in God that we will find deliverance from trouble and relief from our afflictions. (Ps 116). Today’s second reading,
taken from the Letter of James to the Church, reminds us that suffering is not only something to be accepted but also
something to be alleviated. James explains how our Faith in Jesus, the Messiah, should help us to alleviate the sufferings
of others by our works of mercy, both corporal and spiritual. In the Gospel, in response to Peter’s profession of Faith in
him as God’s Messiah and Savior, Jesus foretells for the first of three times his passion, death and Resurrection. Today’s
Gospel consists of two sections: 1) the Messianic confession of Peter, who acknowledged Jesus as “the Christ (Messiah),
the Son of the living God.” and 2) Jesus’ prediction of his passion, death and Resurrection, followed by his clear teaching on the three conditions of Christian discipleship: “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his
cross and follow me.”
Jesus wants to become a living, present reality for us, loving us, forgiving us, helping us, transforming our lives
and outlook and building a personal relationship with us. The knowledge of Jesus as Lord and personal Savior needs to
become a living, personal experience for each Christian drawing each of us to loving response. The relationship deepens
and grows as we listen to Jesus through the daily, meditative reading of the Bible, speak to him in our daily, personal
and family prayers, offer him our lives on the altar in the Holy Mass and see reconciliation with him, asking his forgiveness for our sins every night and in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In the Eucharistic celebration today, we are
celebrating and experiencing in our lives the death and Resurrection of Christ, the Messiah, our Lord and personal Savior.
We need to surrender our life to Jesus whom we experience as our Lord and Savior: The next step is the surrender of our lives to Jesus Whose love we have experienced by rendering humble and loving service to others with the
strong conviction that Jesus is present in every person. The final step is to praise and thank God in all the events of our
lives, good and bad, realizing that God’s love shapes every event of our lives.
Have a blessed week!
Father Tony
LITURGY AND LIFE
• When have you regarded the Lord as you help?
• How do your works demonstrate your faith?
• Who do you say that Jesus is?

Prayer for All Those Suffering Due to the
Scandals & Abuses in the Church
Lord Jesus, you hung upon the wood of the Cross, uniting yourself to every possible human suffering and
forgiving every possible sin. We pray that by your infinite mercy you bring great comfort and consolation to all those who have suffered abuse from the clergy; and strengthen in faith all those who have been
scandalized by these egregious offenses. Lord Jesus, we suffer with you, we grieve with you, we agonize
with you and we share in the betrayal you experienced. For all those who have been hurt by these unspeakable crimes
and sickening actions, grant that they would never leave you O Jesus. Give them the courage to cling to you in their
woundedness, and to find strength to forgive through the power of your cross. During this great moment of suffering
within the Church, give your beloved people the light of your Holy Spirit, that we may be filled with hope and work for
a deep renewal and purification of your Church. We ask this through the maternal Heart of Mary, our Mother, who
faithfully stayed by your cross. Like her, may we always remain hopeful of the ultimate victories you accomplish
through suffering. By your wounds we are healed. Amen.

Monday, Sep. 17
8:00 a.m.
Emma Sagala Sp. Int.
(By; Elvie Y.)
Tuesday, Sep. 18
8:00 a.m.
Emma Sagala Sp. Int.
(By: Mila Ubungen)
Wednesday, Sep. 19
8:00 a.m.
† Jerry Fitzgerald
(By: Fitzgerald Family)
Thursday, Sep. 20
8:00 a.m.
† Thomas Anthony Mullaney
(By: Mary Molly Mullaney)
Friday, Sep. 21
8:00 a.m.
† Eleanor Polansky
(By: Maria Barzoloski)
Saturday, Sep. 22
8:00 a.m.
† Pearl LaBelle
(By: Eileen Rodman)
4:30 p.m.
† Nelson Barbosa
(By: Dalton Family)
Sunday, Sep. 23
8:00 a.m
† Cecilia Norona & Conchita Diaz
(By: Gilby Diaz & Family)
9:30 a.m.
† Jerry & Julia Fitzgerald
(By: Mary Fitzgerald)
11:30 a.m.
† Michael Gragnani
(By: Gragnani Family)
6:45 p.m.
† Aurora Roque
(By: Ruby Roque-Quan)

Monday, Sep. 17
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
Tuesday, Sep. 18
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Wednesday, Sep. 19
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Women’s Guild Mtg./Hall
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/EC
Thursday, Sep. 20
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, Sep. 21
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Sep. 22
8:00 a.m.
Birthday Party/Hall
Sunday, Sep. 23
9:30 a.m.
BSCFYAO Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

Twenty-fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 16, 2018
The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I
am not disgraced. — Isaiah 50:7
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Sep. 16 - Faith Formation
Sunday, Sep. 23 - Vanya Soetenta
Sunday, Sep. 30 - Men’s Club

Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The Lord GOD is my help;
who will prove me wrong? (Isaiah 50:5-9a).
Psalm — I will walk before the Lord, in the
land of the living (Psalm 116).
Second Reading — Faith, if it does not
have works, is dead (James 2:14-18).
Gospel — Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do you say
that I am?” (Mark 8:27-35).

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Jean Alga, Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Emma Lew,
Lawrence Lee, Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Al Gragnani, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Stewardship: A Way of Life

$93,240 (100%)
$83,916 (90%)

$72,831(79%)we’re here
$69,930 (75%)

$46,620 (50%)

Sunday Collection: 09/09/18
$ 5,461.00
2nd Collection: Building Fund
$ 2,433.00
We thank our parishioners who return their gifts
with a loving and generous increase to God
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

Twenty-fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time;
Catechetical Sunday
Monday:
St. Robert Bellarmine;
Yom Kippur (Jewish day of atonement)
begins at sunset
Wednesday: St. Januarius
Thursday: Ss. Andrew Kim Taegŏn and Paul Chŏng
Ha-sang and Companions
Friday:
St. Matthew
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

Faith Formation
Getting Started ( 0% )

This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 9/17: Ava Boilard, Diego Ramirez
Tues. 9/18: Niamh Concannon, Bryn Scheg
Wed. 8/19: Beckett Anderson, Patrick Schmitt
Thurs. 9/20: Evan O’Driscoll, Nils Wallace
Fri. 9/21: Megan Stecher, Molly Linehan
Saturday, Sept. 22
8:00 a.m., Ronin Datangle, Bridget Stecher
4:30 p.m. Gina Zevallos, Olivia Schot, Evelyn Ongpin
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who
faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

Interested in Becoming
Catholic?
If you, or someone you know, may
be interested in the Catholic Faith, or have been Baptized
but never finished receiving the Sacraments of First Communion or Confirmation, you are encouraged to contact
Mary Molly in the parish office to learn more about what
our parish has to offer. Please call or email Mary Molly
Mullaney, office phone: (415) 681-244 ext. 4 or email:

FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

for Students attending non-Catholic Schools
in grades 1st through 8th
St. Stephen’s religious education program is now open
for enrollment for the Fall semester. . For more information, please call Mary Molly Mullaney at St. Stephen
Parish Office (415) 681-2444, x4 or on-line:
FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Annual Brennan Award
On Thursday, October 4, the Society will honor St.
Stephen parishioner Fire Chief Joanne HayesWhite (St. Stephen '78) for her extraordinary service to the people of San Francisco. To purchase
tickets for this event, please contact Lisa Handley at
(415)757-6560 or go to: https://svdp-sf.org/getinvolved/events/.
Have you ever thought about becoming a Sister?

Come and See if God is calling you!
THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY have an overnight Religious
Vocation Retreat for women ages 18-40-- October 26-27,
2018 in Los Altos Hills, CA. CONTACT: Sr. Lisa

Laguna, D.C. 650-949-8890 or 213-210-9903
Volunteer Opportunity With Our
Faith Formation Program.
Please contact Mary Molly Mullaney in the parish office
for details. Phone: (415) 681-2444 x4 or E-mail
FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

Pasta Feed & Silent Auction
Help Fight Alzheimer’s

Priests Retirement Fund Collection
Is Sunday, September 23
Please join us in thanking the Archdiocese of San Francisco’s retired clergy with a gift to the Priests Retirement
Fund Collection at Masses on September 22 and 23. Support of the Fund helps alleviate the financial burden of
living, healthcare, and extended care expenses, and ensures that clergy and religious can spend retirement in
continued engagement with their communities. The
Priests Retirement Fund is an expression of gratitude to
these men for their lifetime of ministry and service to others. For details, please contact the Office of Development
at 415-614-5582 or development@sfarch.org.

Wednesday, September 26, 4:30 – 7:00 pm
Alma Via, 1 Thomas More Way, San Francisco
Karen Johnson 415-337-1339
All are welcome to AlmaVia’s Pasta Feed and Silent Auction
for a gourmet pasta dinner, with wine and tiramisu, live music,
and a fabulous variety of silent auction items. Your participation helps those suffering from Alzheimer’s disease and dementia, including AlmaVia memory care residents. Proceeds will be
used for memory care activities, new technology, and renovation of the gardens in AlmaVia’s memory care unit; and a portion will fund the Alzheimer’s Association’s search for a cure.
Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the door.

This Week’s Humor
On Sunday morning a man showed up at Church with both of his ears terribly
blistered. So, his pastor asked, "What happened to you Jim?"
"I was lying on the couch watching a ball game on TV while my wife was ironing nearby.
I was totally engrossed in the game when she went out, leaving the iron near the phone.
The phone rang, and keeping my eyes on the TV, I grabbed the hot iron and put it to my
ear." "How dreadful," gasped the pastor. "But how did the other ear get burned?"
"Well, you see, I'd no sooner hung up, the guy called back!" He just didn't get it. Lots of
folks never get it and never understand how life really works, even at the simplest levels. That's why Jesus is
pressing his followers — and us with a challenging question in today’s Gospel: “Who do you say that I am?”
* * ***** **
The story is told of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson on a camping trip. As they lay sleeping one
night, Holmes woke Watson and said, "Watson, look up into the sky and tell me what you see." Watson said,
"I see millions of stars." Holmes asked, "And what does that tell you?" Watson replied, "Astronomically, it
tells me that there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets. Theologically, it tells me that
God is great and that we are small and insignificant. Meteorologically, it tells me that we will have a beautiful
day tomorrow. And what does it tell you?" Holmes answered, "Someone stole our tent." Some people are great
at speculative knowledge but when it comes to its implication for practical living they score zero. Such is Peter
in today's Gospel.
** * * * ** * * ** ***
Barbara Ann Walters, the first female evening news anchor on The ABC Evening News and ABC commentator on news specials, once asked the CNN talk show host Larry King, “If you could interview anyone in history, who would it be?” King replied with unguarded honesty: “Jesus of Nazareth.” Her next question was, “If
you could ask him one question, what would it be?” After a brief pause, he responded, “I think I would like to
ask him, ‘Were you truly virgin born?’ because if he was, that would change everything.” Larry King was correct. If the accounts of the virgin birth and the bodily Resurrection of Jesus are true, then they change everything. It means that He was more than a man; consequently, His words are absolutely authoritative. It means
that what He said about life and death, God and the devil, sin and salvation, and heaven and hell is true. Today’s Gospel describes the great profession of faith made by Peter recognizing Jesus as the Christ, the promised Messiah, and the Son of the Living God.
* * * *** * ** * * * *
Some of you may remember comedian Yakov Smirnoff. He said when he first came to the United States
from Russia, he wasn’t prepared for the incredible variety of instant products available in American grocery
stores. He says, "On my first shopping trip, I saw powdered milk--you just add water, and you get milk. Then I
saw powdered orange juice--you just add water, and you get orange juice. And then I saw baby powder! What
a country!"

Join Our St. Stephen Choir

St. Stephen Women’s Guild

Please consider joining our
St. Stephen Choir!
All Ages Are Welcome
St. Stephen Music Ministry provides
beauty, joy, comfort and inspiration for
liturgies and festive parish celebrations through
the musical gifts, generosity and commitment of
our members.
The requirements are:
∗ love to sing
∗ no experience necessary
∗ support our parishioners
∗ enhance the Liturgy
∗ form new friendships

Choir Season

Beginning September 2018
and ending the beginning of
June 2019.

Practices

Held mostly on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. or
after the 9:30 a.m. Mass on
Sundays.

Choir Schedule The choir sings mostly at the
9:30 a.m. Mass, and occasionally at the 11:30 Mass.
Contact

Our choir director; Rhonda
Smith at (415) 681-2444 Ext.
8, or her email at

music@saintstephensf.org
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Center for Education & Spirituality present:

The Five Languages of Love
presented by S. Rebecca Shinas, OP
Three Tuesdays in October, 2018 – 10/2, 10/9, 10/16
7:00 to 8:30p.m. – $10 each session
Register by 9/26/2018 at http://bit.ly/2018FiveLove
or call (510) 933-6360

Taizé - Prayer around the Cross
Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Dec. 21, Jan. 18, Feb. 15, March 15, May 17
Please join us from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Chapel
43326 Mission Circle, Fremont, CA 94539 (off Mission Tierra).
For more information, please call 510-657-2468.

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2018-2019

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Shay Ingelfinger

•

Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Rhonda Smith

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Teresa Devincenzi

•

Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email
_____________________________
Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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