St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

To the City Government -

We are Essential:
Free the MASS!
October 4, 2020

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal
Please continue to pray over your participation in the Annual Appeal, which is in progress. We do need,
and hope for, the participation of each household, to make this a parish-wide success.
Our required tax is: $99,663.00. As of this date, we have received: $ 58,138.00 (Thank you!)
If you did not receive a donor brochure or would like another, these are available in the vestibule or call
the office and we will gladly send you another.

October 4, 2020

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s first reading and Gospel present to us similar parables about a
landowner who takes great care in se ng up his vineyard, only to be
deeply disappointed by the results. In both cases, the landowner is
clearly meant to represent God, but there are dis nct diﬀerences.
Isaiah says that the vineyard is the house of Israel. In spite of God’s great care for the
people of Israel, they disappoint him and do not produce the fruit of obedience to the
covenant that God desires. Therefore, he takes away all of his carefully laid protec ons
on the vineyard and lets it be suscep ble to the eﬀects of the world: trampled underfoot and le to be overgrown, and to suﬀer drought.
In Jesus’ parable, the tenants to whom the vineyard is leased are expected to take care of the vineyard and give their share of
the produce to the landowner. When the me to do so comes, however, the tenants ignore any a empts on the part of the
landowner’s agents to collect his share of the produce. They go so far as to kill the vineyard owner’s son.
We know that the first parable speaks of the disobedience of the Israelites in the Old Testament. But that same disobedience is
present in the second parable. For who else is the Son, in this parable, but Jesus? Who else are the murderous tenants, but those
who reject the Son? For as Jesus says, The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been
done, and it is wonderful in our eyes. Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that will produce its fruit.
We who are here, bap zed into the Kingdom, would do well to pay as much heed to these words as those to whom they were spoken should have. For as tenants of this vineyard – this Kingdom – we are responsible for it. God has blessed us with the land and
the means for reaping its bounty, and by his grace we bring about the fruit of goodness, jus ce, and peace – and the produce of
others who seek to follow Jesus because of our witness. As his tenants in this world, God gives us all the equipment we need –
talents, work, educa on, special opportuni es – to further the kingdom of God, to make God’s Kingdom visible in our world to the
people we meet day in and day out.
Today, let us commit ourselves to bearing good fruit as God’s vineyard, and to using our skills and opportuni es to spread the message of God’s Kingdom – God’s Vineyard – to the people we encounter every day.
As you go about your daily lives, be it at work, home, studies, whatever - do it so others can see that Jesus is in your heart. Have a
blessed, safe and healthy week ahead!

Father Tony LaTorre

Liturgy and Life
•
•
•

Why is it difficult to let go of anxiety and leave all of your needs to God?
When have you felt most at peace?
What might you pray for God to prune in you?

Living Stewardship Now
“Ours”
We live in a me when poli cians, heads of corpora ons, bankers, and others have acted with outrageous greed and
selfishness, and there have been devasta ng consequences. Add to that the troubles in our Church, and we wonder if there has
ever been a worse me than this. The answer is yes: in the fourteenth century the bubonic plague killed half the popula on of
Europe; in 1960, forty million people died of famine in China. The list of violent, tyrannical rulers stretches from the Roman Emperor Caligula and Ivan the Terrible to Hitler, Stalin, and Mao Tse Tung. The world harbors all kinds of evil, and nowadays we hear
about it very fast. But there is much more room for hope than we might think. Ma hew was wri ng his Gospel for a community
of Jewish Chris ans whose new faith set them apart from other Jews. All were living under the oppressive rule of Roman conquerors. The vineyard Ma hew speaks of is like the world. God resembles the landowner, who created it and made it frui ul. So who
are the evil tenants? For Ma hew’s community it was these Jewish leaders who grasped at power, collaborated with Rome, and
cooperated in the killing of God’s Son. But the Kingdom cannot be taken by force, and those who wreak havoc in God’s world will
face God’s jus ce in this life or the next. In the mean me, it is our task to tend the Lord’s vineyard. We can each contribute, from
the smallest deeds of charity in our own daily lives, to exercising morality and ethics in the work place, to ac ng as responsible
ci zens, and striving to welcome and love the forgo en, the lost, and the most oppressed among us. Never lose heart and never
give up; the Kingdom is ours.

“Great works do not always lie in our way,
but every moment we may do li le ones excellently,
that is, with great love.” -Francis de Sales
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DAILY MASS IS NOW ON
LIVESTREAM !!!
Monday, Oct. 5
8:00 a.m.

† Louis & Enes Greco
(By: Barbara Stephen)

Tuesday, Oct. 6
8:00 a.m.

† Marlene Callejas
(By: Mullaney Family)

Wednesday, Oct. 7
8:00 a.m.

Coleen Dowling Sp. Int.
(By: Maureen Dowling)

Thursday, Oct. 8
8:00 a.m.

† Beatriz Caunan Bingil
(By: Adele Caunan)

Friday, Oct. 9
8:00 a.m.

† Denis O’Connor
(By: Mary Rose O’Connor, Papa & Mama)

Saturday, Oct. 10
9:00 a.m.

† Milagros Cadiz
(By: Ruby Roque)

Sunday, Oct. 11
9:30 a.m.

Robert Liam Sp. Int.
(By: Lolo & Lola Cags)

at 8:00 a.m. on Facebook ,
YouTube & Instagram!
Or go to
ww.SaintStephenSF.org
to attend our daily Mass!

Join Fr. Tony‘s Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist
Every Sunday, at 9:30 am, we continue to go live from our St.
Stephen Parish website, www.saintstephensf.org. Click on the
Facebook link on the top of the page and it will directly connect
you to our livestream mass. Here you can participate in the live
community chat stream during the mass .
If you do not have a Facebook account, no need to worry! Go to
our website, www.saintstephensf.org, scroll down and you will
also be able to join the livestream. mass right on our website.
Watch out for our livestream mass every Sunday at 9:30am via
YouTube and Instagram!
lease pray for the sick
and homebound of our
community and for all those
written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Twenty-seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time October 4, 2020
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests
known to God.— Philippians 4:6
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The vineyard of the LORD is the house
of Israel (Isaiah 5:1-7).
Psalm — The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel
(Psalm 80).
Second Reading — God’s peace will guard your hearts
and minds (Philippians 4:6-9).
Gospel — The kingdom of God will be given to those
who will produce its fruit (Matthew 21:33-43).
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Time;
Respect Life Sunday
Monday:
Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos
Tuesday:
St. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher
Wednesday:
Our Lady of the Rosary
Friday:
St. Denis and Companions;
St. John Leonardi
Saturday:
Blessed Virgin Mary
MASTER AND SERVANT
Money is a terrible master but an excellent servant.
—P. T. Barnum

Rommel Plondaya, Adele Caunan, Sue Fichera,
Robert Liam, Zaida Ysip, Leanna Mossi, Elena Amaya,
Eden Finn, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Kenneth Fambrini,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Marc Gutierres,
Kevin King, Marla Moso, Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera,
Anna Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh,
Jovita & Richard Thompson

Ways and Means to Help and
Support Our Church
As we go our daily life within the state and city-wide mandate
of “Stay-at-Home” for the next few weeks due to the COVID19 pandemic, please remember that we continue to look forward to your regular weekly donations to sustain our church’s
basic operation needs.
You may continue to do so through the following:
1) via your weekly envelope which can either be:
a. Mailed to the Parish Office;
b. Dropped off at our parish office/mailbox slot.
2) If at this time, you are strictly confined in your home,
please consider setting up an online account through the
parish website: www.saintstephensf.org by:
a. Click the $ Giving button
b. Click on Donation link
c. Set up your account online

October 4th – Respect Life Sunday
# 1: Thou shall not kill.
A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five- and
six-year-olds. A er explaining the commandment "Honor thy father and thy mother,"
she asked, "Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and
sisters?” Without missing a beat, one li le boy answered, "Thou shall not kill." This is
the main message for “Respect for Life Sunday.”

#2: Two dark days in American history:
March 6, 1857, was a very dark day in American history. By a 7-2 vote, the United
States Supreme Court declared that Afro-Americans were not legal persons. Rather,
they were property. They could be used, sold, beaten, and even killed. Slavery was
upheld. Fortunately, in 1868 the 14th Amendment to the Cons tu on secured the rights of blacks to full personhood. Slavery was
overturned, and the equality of all people before the law was upheld. No ce, the law did not GIVE blacks this equality. They
always had it! God made them equal. What happened in the 14th Amendment was that the law recognized the rights the slaves
had from God; human law was brought into line with God's law. But another dark day came on January 22, 1973. By another 7-2
vote, the United States Supreme Court said that this 14th Amendment DOES NOT APPLY to children in the first nine months of life,
that is, the nine months they live in their mother's wombs. Therefore, during this me - that is, during ALL nine months of
pregnancy - the court said that a mother might end the life of her child by abor on. By this Roe vs. Wade decision, abor on was
made legal in all 50 states.

Facts:
a) AborƟon: The number of unborn children slaughtered in the wombs of their mothers in the last 25 years is 1200 million in the
world and 37 million in the U.S.A. (4400 per day in the U.S.). Almost half of women in the US over the age of 40 have undergone
an abor on, with or without the consent of the baby's father. (The number of people killed on 9/11 is close to 3000. During the
dictatorship of Hitler some 6 million Jews lost their lives in 12 years).

b) Euthanasia: Hundreds of old or terminally ill people are killed in advanced countries, under the names “mercy-killing” or
euthanasia.

c) Suicides and Physician-Assisted Suicides: According to the Na onal Alliance on Mental Illness, suicide is the 10th
leading cause of death in the U.S., the 3rd leading cause of death for people aged 10–14 and the 2nd leading cause of death for
people aged 15–24. In 2016, the Centers for Disease Control and Preven on (CDC) reported that nearly 45,000 lives were lost to
suicide, and only 5% of suicides are a ributed to mental illness.

d) Homicides: While the murder rate for 100,000 people is 6.2% in the world, it is 16.3% in the U.S. A., 3% in Europe and 2.9% in
Asia. (h ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_inten onal_homicide_rate)

e) Embryo-destrucƟon for scien fic experiments. (h p://www.usccb.org/issues-and-ac on/human-life-and-dignity/stem-cellresearch/human-embryo-research-is-illegal-immoral-and-unnecessary.cfm)

Why should we respect life?
The Bible teaches that life is a giŌ of God, and, hence, we have to respect it from womb to tomb.
Abor on a empts to destroy a work of God. Based on the word of God, the Church teaches that an unborn child, from the
moment of its concep on in its mother’s womb, is precious because it carries an immortal soul. In reference to pregnant women,
the term "with child" occurs twenty-six mes in the Bible. The term "with fetus" never occurs. The Bible never uses anything less
than human terms to describe the unborn. (Exodus 21:22-23) In Luke 1:36, 41, we are told that Elizabeth conceived a "son" and that
the "babe" leaped in her womb. God does not say that a "fetus" leaped in her womb! Elizabeth greets Mary (in her early
pregnancy) as ‘my Lord’s mother.”

It is God’s commandment that we shall not kill. (Ex 20:13: You shall not kill").
The circumstances in which the baby was conceived do not change the evil of abor on: it is s ll a baby who is killed. Every ny
human embryo can only grow into a child, and modern medical technology can enable it to survive outside its mother’s womb
a er five and a half months. At two weeks pregnancy, the baby can move alone. The baby's heart starts bea ng from the 25th day
and its brain starts func oning on the 40th day. Unfortunately, the Jews s ll consider that life begins a er birth. No wonder, many
Jews are for choice. Dt 27:25 says, "Cursed be he that takes reward to slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen,"

and abor on involves the shedding of innocent blood. In abor on by sucƟon, the unborn
child is literally vacuumed from the mother's womb during the early stages of pregnancy. In
the curreƩe-type abor on the child is cut from the mother's womb with a spoon-like object.
In the caesarean type abor on, the baby is surgically removed from the mother and allowed
to suﬀocate, because the child's lungs aren't developed. In the Salt Brine technique, the
unborn child is literally "pickled" to death by the injec on of a strong salt solu on. In par albirth abor on the child is par ally delivered, then stabbed in the skull to have his or her
brains sucked out. RU-486 abor on pills inhibit pregnancy hormones and 1-7 weeks old child
is evicted from the womb. Hence, all types of abor ons are viola ons of the fi h
commandment.
InternaƟonal Law forbids the killing of innocent, defenseless people. Abor on is the killing of a defenseless child in its
safest abode by its own mother, mostly for selfish mo ves.
AborƟon harms women physically, emoƟonally, psychologically, socially and spiritually. 93% of the abor ons in
America are for convenience. The mother's health is an issue only 3% of the me, and the baby's health is an issue 3%
of the me. Rape and incest are issues less than 1% of the me. Ninety-three percent of all abor ons in America are
performed because of selfishness, just because someone doesn't want a child!
Advocates of pro-choice follow a dangerous principle of far-reaching consequences in society. If it is jus fiable to kill
unwanted children by abor on, then the old, the sick, the handicapped, the mentally ill, the mentally disabled, and the
“socially/poli cally unacceptable” can also be killed.

Here are some “ideas” on What We Should Do
*We need to respect and protect all forms of human life from concep on to natural death; we need to work and pray vigorously
to end the culture of death.
*We need to speak and act against abor on in private and public forums. Protec ng human life is no more a sectarian creed
than the Declara on of Independence is a sectarian document. Because all rights depend on life, the right to life is the most
fundamental issue of all; if that is eliminated, the rest will follow.
*We need to work to have the government enact an -abor on, an -euthanasia, and an -Physician-assisted suicide laws; these
killings violate jus ce, and therefore the command of God to love one another.
*We need to give real care, support, and assistance to mothers with unwanted pregnancies, contempla ng abor on. Helping a
woman choose life aﬃrms and empowers her.
*We need to teach the Church’s doctrines on abor on. The Church cares about the women who have had abor ons, forgives
them when they repent, heals them, and brings them peace with God, with their lost children and with themselves. The Church
promises any woman who has had an abor on that if she truly repents of her sin, she will find welcome and forgiveness.
However, she has to understand the fact that abor on is a mortal sin, and it brings an automa c excommunica on upon those
who procure it, perform it, or cooperate in it.

St. Stephen’s Faith Formation Program
St. Stephen’s Faith Formation program is now open for enrollment. Register online (use QR bar code or
this link to the Google Form https://bit.ly/2MuTxhf We will help your children to learn more about our
Catholic faith. We also prepare students for the Sacraments of First Holy Communion &/or Confirmation.
This program is supported by a group of experienced and dedicated religious education teachers. They not
only teach the knowledge of the Bible, the sacraments, and the church, but most importantly, they teach
the students how to become faithful followers of Jesus Christ. Their goal is to teach the students to become Christ-like.
Our Faith Formation Program runs from mid-September to mid-May. We meet once a
week on Monday afternoons, at 4:00 pm (except holidays). Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic
we will start the school year with virtual classes until it is safe to meet in person. For more
information, please contact Mary Molly Mullaney in the St. Stephen Parish Office (415) 6812444, x4 or email: FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship God together,
to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching, through the educa on
and forma on of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensi ve outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Think about it . . . . . . . .
Are we good fruit-producers in the vineyard of the Church? Jesus has given the Church everything necessary to make
Chris ans fruit-bearing: i) The Bible to know the will of God. ii) The priesthood to lead the people in God’s ways. iii) The Sacrament of Reconcilia on for the remission of sins. iv) The Holy Eucharist as our spiritual Food and Drink. v) The Sacrament of Confirma on for a dynamic life of Faith. vi) The Sacrament of Matrimony for the sharing of love in families, the fundamental unit of the
Church. vii) Role models in thousands of saints. We are expected make use of these gi s and produce fruits for God.
Are we fruit-producers in the vineyard of the family? By the mutual sharing of blessings, by sacrificing me and talents
for the members of the family, by humbly and lovingly serving others in the family, by recognizing and encouraging each other
and by honoring and gracefully obeying our parents, we become producers of "good fruit" or good vines in our families and give
God the Glory for these accomplishments.
Are we ready to face these hard ques ons? Have we come close to fulfilling God’s dream about us? What kind of grapes
do we as a parish community produce? Are they sweet or sour? What is our a tude toward everything God has given to us? Are
we grateful stewards for everything God has given to us, or are we like the ungrateful tenants who acted as if they owned everything God had given them? Do we prac ce jus ce every day of our lives? Do we recognize the righteousness of God that keeps us
from self-righteousness? Do we remember to show mercy? Is our parish a real sign of Jesus' presence and love? What kind of
impact do we have? Do we measure the quality of our parish by what happens during Mass, or on what happens when we leave
Church? Obviously, both are important but there cannot be one without the other.

SAINT FRANCIS OF
ASSISI (1182-1226)
October 4
When Franco Zeﬃrelli’s
Brother Sun, Sister Moon was
released (1972), people were
shocked by the movie’s graphic nudity in the drama c conversion scene. Son of a wealthy merchant, Francis’ aimless adolescence ended when a failed military expedi on led to his
imprisonment and complete breakdown. Once home, Francis
rediscovered God in the beauty of nature and the ugliness of
human suﬀering, caring for lepers, praying in the li le church
of San Damiano, whose crucified Jesus he heard calling,
“Repair my house, Francis, which is falling into ruins.” Francis
sold his possessions—and his father’s—to fulfill this command. When his father objected, Francis disrobed: “I return
the clothes, your name, and all you gave me: God alone is my
Father now.” Later, the pope would dream of a ragged friar
stretching forth a single hand to prop up the crumbling papal
Cathedral of Saint John Lateran. Francis indeed helped rebuild
the universal Church, founding the Friars Minor (Franciscans),
dying at a young forty-four, bearing the s gmata of the Christ
whose living icon he remains—in the Church and far beyond
it. —Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Our warmest welcome to all who
celebrate with us!
You can sign up or update your information by
completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone
at 415-681-2444 or at www.saintstephensf.org
Name _______________________________________
Phone ____________ Email
_____________________________________________

This Week’s Humor
*The tenant and the landlord. A lady
answered the door to find a man standing there. He had a sad expression on
his face. “I’m sorry to disturb you” he
said, “I’m collec ng money for an unfortunate family in the neighborhood. The
husband is out of work, the kids are hungry, and their u lies will soon be cut oﬀ. Worse yet, they’re going to be
kicked out of their apartment if they don’t pay the rent by
this a ernoon.” “I’ll be happy to help,” said the woman.
Then she asked, “But who are you?” He replied, “I’m the
landlord!”
*Professional advice: TV personality Hugh Downs tells a story about the problem lawyers and doctors o en encounter
with people who seek to obtain free professional advice at
par es and other social events. It seems that a certain doctor and lawyer were having a conversa on during a cocktail
party. While they were talking, a woman approached the
doctor and complained about a sore leg. The doctor listened, then told her about applying cold compresses and
keeping the leg elevated and taking aspirin, etc. A er she
had gone, the doctor turned to the lawyer and said, "I think I
ought to send her a bill, don’t you?" The lawyer said, "Yes, I
do think you ought to send her a bill." So, the next day, the
doctor sent the woman a bill… and the lawyer sent the doctor a bill."
*"She knows now." A mother ran into the bedroom when
she heard her seven-year-old son scream. She found his twoyear-old sister pulling his hair. She gently released the li le
girl’s grip and said comfor ngly to the boy, "There, there.
She didn’t mean it. She doesn’t know that hurts." He nodded
his acknowledgement, and she le the room. As she started
down the hall the li le girl screamed. Rushing back in, she
asked, "What happened?" The li le boy replied, "She knows
now."
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ST STEPHEN PARISH 2020-2021
ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY

CONTACT PERSON

• Altar Servers

Giovanna Hrvatin

• Altar Society

Joan Leehane

• Bridge Group

Helen Perlite

• Caritas

Nellie Hizon

• Church Hospitality

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Communion Ministers

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Faith Formation

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Fifty Plus Club

Helga D’Arcy

• Finance Council

Laura Birsinger

• Grief Support

Clergy

• Lectors

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Liturgy Committee

Fr. Tony

• Marriage Preparation

Clergy

• Men’s Club

Ryan Gille

• Parish Council

Vicky Francisco

• RCIA

Mary Molly Mullaney

• St. Stephen Book Club

Mary Molly Mullaney

• St. Vincent de Paul

Julie O’Callaghan

• Ushers

Bob Anthony

• Women’s Guild

Courtney Cassinelli

Daniel Ho A. Haryasyah

Milo Mau Pasquini

Sexton

(Environment, Sound & Lighting)

FOR SALE

Cougar Face Mask $10

Supporting the Class of 2021
Graduation Activities

Please visit the website for Contactless
Shopping.https://store.primetime.company/
Classof2021fundraiserPayment: 8th Grade
will contact you for payment via Venmo or
PayPal after you place your order. Contact
Daniela Franco - daniela7franco@yahoo.com
if you have any questions.

KINDERGARTEN
APPLICATIONS
FOR SIBLINGS,
2021-2022
Kindergarten Applications for 2021-2022
are now available please email the School
office at office@sfststephenschool.org If
you have a sibling who wishes to be part of
the 2021-2022 Kindergarten Class, please
return a completed application by October
2nd. Just a reminder that all children applying for Kindergarten must be enrolled in a 5
day per week licensed preschool. Thank you!
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