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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 7, 2018

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY
(SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY)

Thou shall not kill." A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five- and sixyear olds. After explaining the commandment "Honor thy father and thy mother," she asked, "Is there a commandment
that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?” Without missing a beat, one little boy answered, "Thou shall not
kill." This is the main message for “Respect for Life Sunday.”
Two dark days in American history: March 6, 1857, was a very dark day in American history. By a 7-2 vote, the
United States Supreme Court declared that Afro-Americans were not legal persons. Rather, they were property. They
could be used, sold, beaten, and even killed. Slavery was upheld. Fortunately, in 1868 the 14th Amendment to the Constitution secured the rights of blacks to full personhood. Slavery was overturned, and the equality of all people before the
law was upheld. Notice, the law did not GIVE blacks this equality. They always had it! God made them equal. What happened in the 14th Amendment was that the law recognized the rights the slaves had from God; human law was brought
into line with God's law. But another dark day came on January 22, 1973. By another 7-2 vote, the United States Supreme Court said that this 14th Amendment DOES NOT APPLY to children in the first nine months of life, that is, the
nine months they live in their mother's wombs. Therefore, during this time - that is, during ALL the nine months of pregnancy - the court said that a mother might end the life of her child by abortion. By this Roe vs. Wade decision, abortion
was made legal in all 50 states.
Abortion: The number of unborn children slaughtered in the wombs of their mothers in the last 25 years is 1200
million in the world and 37 million in the U.S.A. (4400 per day in the U.S.). Almost half of women in the US over the
age of 40 have undergone an abortion, with or without the consent of the baby's father. (The number of people killed in
on 9/11 is close to 3000. During the dictatorship of Hitler some 6 million Jews lost their lives in 12 years).
Euthanasia: Hundreds of old or terminally ill people are killed in advanced countries, under the names “mercykilling” or euthanasia.
Suicides and Physician-Assisted Suicides: According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness, suicide is the
10th leading cause of death in the U.S., the 3rd leading cause of death for people aged 10–14 and the 2nd leading cause
of death for people aged 15–24. In 2016, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported that nearly
45,000 lives were lost to suicide and only 5% of suicides are attributed to mental illness.
Homicides: While the murder rate for 100,000 people is 6.2% in the world, it is 16.3% in the U.S. A., 3% in Europe and 2.9% in Asia.
Why respect life?
1)The Bible teaches that life is a gift of God, and, hence, we have to respect it from womb to tomb. Abortion attempts to
destroy a work of God. Based on the word of God, the Church teaches that an unborn child, from the moment of its conception in its mother’s womb, is precious because it carries an immortal soul. In reference to pregnant women, the term
"with child" occurs twenty-six times in the Bible. The term "with fetus" never occurs. The Bible never uses anything less
than human terms to describe the unborn (Exodus 21:22-23). In Luke 1:36, 41, we are told that Elizabeth conceived a
"son" and that the "babe" leaped in her womb. God does not say that a "fetus" leaped in her womb! Elizabeth greets
Mary (in her early pregnancy) as ‘my Lord’s mother.” If God allows a child to be conceived, then God obviously has a
plan for unborn children (Jer 1:5; Lk 1:13-17; Gn 4:25; Jgs 13:3-5), and so to abort an unborn child is to stop a plan of
God: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you..” (Jer 1:5). Ps 139:13-14: “You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb. I praise you, so
wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works!”
2) It is God’s commandment that we shall not kill. (Ex 20:13: “You shall not kill"). The circumstances in which the baby
was conceived do not change the evil of abortion: it is still a baby who is killed. Every tiny human embryo can only grow
into a child, and modern medical technology can enable it to survive outside its mother’s womb after five and a half

months. At two weeks pregnancy, the baby can move alone. The baby's heart starts beating from the 25th day and its brain
starts functioning on the 40th day. Unfortunately, the Jews still consider that life begins after birth. No wonder, many Jews are
for choice. Dt 27:25 says, "Cursed be he that takes reward to slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen,"and
abortion involves the shedding of innocent blood. In abortion by suction, the unborn child is literally vacuumed from the
mother's womb during the early stages of pregnancy. In the currette-type abortion the child is cut from the mother's womb
with a spoon-like object. In the caesarean type abortion, the baby is surgically removed from the mother and allowed to suffocate, because the child's lungs aren't developed. In the Salt Brine technique, the unborn child is literally "pickled" to death by
the injection of a strong salt solution. In partial-birth abortion the child is partially delivered, then stabbed in the skull to have
his or her brains sucked out. RU-486 abortion pills inhibit pregnancy hormones and 1-7 weeks old child is evicted from the
womb. Hence, all types of abortions are violations of the fifth commandment.
3) International Law forbids the killing of innocent, defenseless people. Abortion is the killing of a defenseless child
in its safest abode by its own mother, mostly for selfish motives.
4) Abortion harms women physically, emotionally, psychologically, socially and spiritually. 93% of the abortions in
America are for convenience. The mother's health is an issue only 3% of the time, and the baby's health is an issue 3% of the
time. Rape and incest are issues only 1% of the time. Ninety-three percent of all abortions in America are performed because
of selfishness, just because someone doesn't want a child!
5) Advocates of pro-choice follow a dangerous principle of far-reaching consequences in society. If it is justifiable to
kill unwanted children by abortion, then the old, the sick, the handicapped, the mentally ill, and the retarded can also be killed.

The message (s) for us:
1) We need to respect and protect all forms of human life from conception to natural death; we need to work and pray
vigorously to end the culture of death.
2) We need to speak and act against abortion in private and public forums. Protecting human life is no more a sectarian creed than the Declaration of Independence is a sectarian document. Because all rights depend on life, the right to life is the
most fundamental issue of all; if that is eliminated, the rest will follow.
3) We need to work to have the government enact anti-abortion, anti-euthanasia and anti-Physician-assisted suicide
laws; these killings violate justice, and therefore the command of God to love one another.
4) We need to give real care, support and assistance to mothers with unwanted pregnancies, contemplating abortion.
Helping a woman choose life affirms and empowers her.
5) We need to teach the Church’s doctrines on abortion. The Church cares about the women who have had abortions,
forgives them, heals them, and brings them peace with God, with their lost children and with themselves. The Church promises any woman who has had an abortion that if she truly repents of her sin, she will find welcome and forgiveness. However,
she has to understand the fact that abortion is a mortal sin, and it brings an automatic excommunication upon those who procure it, perform it, or cooperate in it.
Father Tony

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY ROSARY
October 7 is the Feast of the Holy Rosary
The month of October is traditionally dedicated to the Holy Rosary. What a great addition to our prayer lives by offering the
recitation of the Rosary each day during the month of October.

Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
Each Thursday, following the 8:00 Mass, we hold Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for one hour of adoration. The holy
hour concludes with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome to join us.

THIS WEEK’S HUMOR (On Marriage)
"My husband and I divorced over religious differences. He thought he was God and I didn't."
+++

A 98 year-old man and a 95 year-old woman went to a lawyer to get a divorce. “How long have you been
married?" he asked. "75 rough and rocky years," they said. "Then, why have you waited so long to file for divorce?" They replied, "We had to wait for the kids to die!"
+++

“The secret of my success in my married life and in my business is the same”, said, Henry Ford on the 50th
anniversary of his wedding, “I don’t change models every now and then; instead I stick on to one and try to improve it”.
+++

A couple was being interviewed on their Golden Wedding Anniversary. "In all that time -- did you ever
consider divorce?" they were asked. "Oh, no, not divorce," the wife said. "Murder sometimes, but never divorce."
I never married because there was no need. I have 3 pets at home which answer the same purpose as a
husband: I have a dog that growls every morning, a parrot which swears all afternoon and a cat that comes home
late at night.

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
For people of faith, marriage has but one meaning, purpose and design – that given to it by
God. God – who created and celebrated the first wedding when he presented Eve to Adam
as his perfect companion and suitable partner.
And yet as we know, married life can be both loving and challenging. Each year millions of marriages are celebrated and sadly, millions of marriages break down, often
with pain and mutual recriminations. As Church, we are not immune to this pain and
suffering, and in fact gives credence to the beautiful teachings that underpin our theology of marriage. If it were not sacred and beautiful, its breakdown would not hurt.
Jesus was not going to be caught out by the Pharisees as they tried to force his hand on the thorny issue
of divorce and the Mosaic Law. Neither was he going to short-change his listeners, for as Hebrews tells us: He
“for a little while” was made “lower than the angels,” that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. More plainly, he became one with us so that we might understand in a deeper way God’s redemptive plan
for creation.
Therefore, instead of getting caught up in the competing arguments, Jesus simply sidesteps the question
and instead affirms the ancient Scripture in Genesis that men and women were made for each other – called to
be united as one body. Together, as husband and wife, they are to strive to be suitable partners for each other,
forsaking all others.
This is a hard teaching. And his audience then may be very similar to his listeners today: human beings
with different experiences, trying to live a life of faithful discipleship in a world of imperfection and brokenness. So today, instead of simply laying the teaching out there, perhaps it would be better to ground and support it with the words of our Gospel acclamation: If we love one another, God remains in us and his love is
brought to perfection in us. For true marital unity is not something we can achieve on our own, but only when
we are united with Christ and when we treat each other with a Christ-like love and compassion.
Today, as we gather, there are a thousand untold stories in the lives of those who stand beside us in our
journey. As the Scriptures are proclaimed and broken open, let us rejoice with those who live God’s design for
marriage and who know his many blessings. For those who struggle, let us love and support them to attain this
goal; and for those who suffer the pain of marriage breakdown and divorce, let us help them to discover hope –
for no situation is beyond redemption.
Have a safe, healthy and enjoyable week ahead, and thanks for joining us in prayer today.
Father Tony
•
•
•

LITURGY AND LIFE
The Lord God created woman out of man to be “a suitable partner.” How can the Church help husbands
and wives form a partnership in their marriage?
How can our parish reach out to those society casts away to follow Jesus’ example of embracing the chil
dren?
When do you thank God for having blessed you?

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries. Please remember
if we don’t reach our goal through your generosity and participation, we have to make-up the difference using our Sunday collection, which, in all honesty, we can’t afford. We hope for 100 percent participation of our parish this year.
Thank you for your support of our archdiocesan ministries and services. (Fr. Tony).

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 14,565.00.

Monday, Oct. 8
8:00 a.m.
† Hortensia Cid
(By; Teresa Dizon)
Tuesday, Oct. 9
8:00 a.m.
† Hortensia Cid.
(By: Teresa Dizon)
Wednesday, Oct. 10
8:00 a.m.
† Hortensia Cid
(By: Adele Caunan)
Thursday, Oct. 11
8:00 a.m.
St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)
Friday, Oct. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Suzie Barzoloski
(By: Maria Barzoloski)
Saturday, Oct. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Erlinda S. Gregorio
(By: Adele Caunan)
4:30 p.m.
† Westin Carlomagno
(By: Oropoza Family)
Sunday, Oct. 14
8:00 a.m
† Alfred Barzoloski
(By: Maria Barzoloski)
9:30 a.m.
† Hank Hansel
(By: Mary Molly Mullany)
11:30 a.m.
† Ike Deleon
(By: Maria S. Barzoloski)
6:45 p.m.
† Loida Brion
(By: Kathy Solis)

Monday, Oct. 8
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Office
6:00 p.m.
Golden City BB/Gym
Tuesday, Oct. 9
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Oct. 10
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
6:00 p.m.
Golden City BB/Gym
7:00 p.m.
SVDP Mtg./Conf. Rm.
Thursday, Oct. 11
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/Hall
Friday, Oct. 12
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Oct. 13
9:00 a.m.
Book Club/Conf. Rm.
Sunday, Oct. 14
9:30 a.m.
BSCFYAO Basketball/Gym
12:30 p.m. Parish Fall Fest/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Respect Life Sunday
Monday:
Columbus Day;
Canadian Thanksgiving Day
Tuesday:
St. Denis and Companions;
St. John Leonardi
Thursday: St. John XXIII
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community
and for all those written in our book
of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of
Jesus.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The man said, “This one is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called ‘woman’
” (Genesis 2:18-24).
Psalm — May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives
(Psalm 128).
Second Reading — He who consecrates and those who are
being consecrated all have one origin
(Hebrews 2:9-11).
Gospel — Whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like
a child shall not enter it (Mark 10:2-16 [2-12]).

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Emma Lew,
Lawrence Lee, Carol Dominguez, Kenneth Fambrini,
Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres, Juan Pablo Grover-Paez,
Maria Matthews, Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring
service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

KINDERGARTEN APPLICATIONS
ST. STEPHEN SCHOOL is accepting applications for
next August’s Kindergarten class. Please call the school
office @ (415) 664-8331, if you are interested in obtaining an application. Children must be five years old by
September 1, 2019 and be currently enrolled in a five
day Pre-K or Kindergarten Program. Kindergarten
screenings will be held on Saturday, January 12, 2019.
St. Stephen School, mindful of its mission to be witness
to the love of Christ for all, admits students of any race,
color, and national and/or ethnic origins to all the rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to
or made available to students at this school. St. Stephen
School does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of
race, color, and national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or
disability in administration of educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 09/30/18
$ 5,423.00
nd
2 Collection: SVDP
$ 2,522.00
We thank our parishioners who return their gifts
with a loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Oct. 7 - Men’s Club
Sunday, Oct. 14 - Rae Gonzalez Family
Sunday, Oct. 21 - Naomi Au

Volunteer Opportunity With Our
Faith Formation Program.
Please contact Mary Molly Mullaney in the parish office
for details. Phone: (415) 681-2444 x4 or E-mail
FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

On Tuesday, October 16th and Wednesday, October 17th,
we will be hosting our Kindergarten Tours.
If you would like to sign-up for one of the Kindergarten
Tours from 9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m., please contact Mrs.
O’Callaghan in the school office at (415) 664-8331.

Join Our St. Stephen
Choir
Please consider joining our
St. Stephen Choir!
All Ages Are Welcome
Contact Our choir director; Rhonda Smith at
(415) 681-2444 Ext. 8, or her email at

SSS
CREAMERY
Stop by the parish staff’s

Ice Cream Booth
during
FALL FEST
Sunday, October 14th

music@saintstephensf.org
This Week’s Altar Server Schedule
Mon. 10/8: Martin Aquino, Ronin Datangl
Tues. 10/9: Caitlin Daly, Eogham Daly
Wed. 10/10: Charlotte Davey, Alexandria
Harlan
Thurs. 10/11: Diego Ramirez, Karl Uthman
Fri. 10/12: Mia Harsha, Melissa Hua
Saturday, Oct. 13
8:00 a.m., Martin Aquino, Diego Ramirez
4:30 p.m. Bianca Hallinan, Ava Boilard
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers who
faithfully volunteer their time and talent to our parish.

Volunteer for Saint Stephen FALL FEST
Phone 415 681-2444

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2018-2019

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Shay Ingelfinger

•

Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Rhonda Smith

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Teresa Devincenzi

•

Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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