St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Prayer Against
Coronavirus
Lord Jesus, our Divine Physician,
we ask you to guard and protect us
from Coronavirus COVID-19
and all serious illness.
For all that have died from it,
have mercy,
for those that are ill now,
bring healing.
For those searching for a remedy,
enlighten them; for medical
caregivers helping the sick,
strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain
the spread, grant them success;
for those afraid, grant peace.

We are Essential:
Free the MASS!

May your precious blood
be our defense and salvation.
By your grace, may you turn
the evil of disease
into moments of
consolation and hope.
May we always fear
the contagion of sin
more than any illness.

We abandon ourselves
to your infinite mercy.
October 4, 2020
Amen.

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal
Please continue to pray over your participation in the Annual Appeal, which is in progress. We
do need, and hope for, the participation of each household, to make this a parish-wide success.
Our required tax is: $99,663.00. As of this date, we have received: $ 58,211.00 (Thank you!)
If you did not receive a donor brochure or would like another, these are available in the vestibule or call the office and we will gladly send you another.

The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today we learn that the whole law and the prophets depend on two
great commands from the Lord. Everything concerning our fidelity to
God hinges on our ability to love God above all else and to love our
neighbor as ourselves.
Matthew’s Gospel is not written until after the destruction of the temple, around 70 A.D. With the temple gone, the elders were left with
how to attend to the Jewish community in Israel, which was roughly
in two segments: those who held to the full Jewish tradition and interpretation of the Torah, and those who had begun to follow Jesus.
Matthew’s main audience was these Jewish Christians – those who had come to believe in Jesus, but who also held on
to the Torah. The difference between them and the Pharisees we see portrayed in the Gospel is that they followed the
interpretation of the Torah as reframed and fulfilled by Jesus.
So when Jesus is tested by the Pharisees today, he simply takes the 613 commandments in the Torah and telescopes
them down to a summary of two. Two laws he wanted his followers to have tattooed on their hearts. Five words as it
were: “Love God, Love your neighbor.”
In our first reading from the Book of Exodus – the second book of the Torah –the Lord’s words give clear examples,
among the multitude available, of how to love our neighbor. We get a clear picture that our neighbor is not simply
someone on our block or someone we see at church. It is the alien among us, for we were all aliens once. It is the widow, the orphan, the impoverished.
God’s two great commandments are why we work at shelters. It is why we stock food pantries. It is why some of us become foster parents. It is why we invite those living alone on our block to join us for dinner from time to time. Again,
examples of love that do not exhaust the myriad ways in which we can live out the commandments.
These, and the many ways we love God and neighbor, are concrete proof that we are “imitators of the Lord,” as Saint
Paul articulates today. A way of being a model for all the believers.
For Matthew’s community, and for us, “loving God and loving our neighbor” is not just a summary of commandments
as rules to follow, but a whole new way of living that incorporates our relationship with God into everything we do. No
longer driven by law, we instead follow Jesus Christ in his drawing all of the laws unto
himself into a manifestation of love. Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the
Lord, and my Father will love him and we will come to him.
With church open and school started, I can’t wait to actually see you face-to-face! Bless
you and love you all! Father Tony LaTorre

Liturgy and Life
•
•
•

How can you allow possessions an appropriate place in your life and not let them be
a master of your life and time?
When does it occur to you to praise God during the week?
What does it mean to belong to God?

We need to love our neighbor
God’s will is that we should love everyone, seeing Him in our neighbor. Since every human being is the child of God and the dwelling place of the Spirit of God, we are actually
giving expression to our love of God by loving our neighbor as Jesus loves him or her.
This means we need to help, support, encourage, forgive, and pray for everyone without
discrimination based on color, race, gender, age, wealth or social status. Forgiveness, too, is
vital. We love others by refusing to hold a grudge for a wrong done to us. Even a rebuke
can be an act of love, if it is done with the right heart. We also express love through encouragement and by helping each other to grow. We express agápe love by meeting a need that
God has given us the power to meet, by comforting each other, by teaching each other and
by sharing the Gospel, in deeds and in words.

All Soul’s Day
Daniel 12:1-3; Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40
Monday, November 2
Those who lead others to justice shall be like the stars forever. Christians had a custom of
remembering the dead from early on. Third-century writings speak of a need for purification
before seeing God, and even among members of the Jewish community before Christ, some
prayed for the dead (2 Macc 12:42). Though the Roman Church has spoken of a time for penance after death, the Easter
Church has seen it as a need for growth before entering God’s presence.
On this day we remember all “who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith.” A companion feast to All Saints,
All Souls is an affirmation of our belief that the living and the dead are held together in one communion before God. In
Christ, we share one body, and so our prayer for the dead and their prayer for us is “efficacious,” in Augustine’s word: It
can effect change. In the turbulent time of Daniel’s prophecy, as in our age, it is inspiring to hear that those who stand for
justice on earth will share in the light of Christ for all time, radiant as the stars.
One who is dead has been freed from sin. Paul is a near-perfect example of the detachment Christians are invited to live.
He understands that accepting discipleship in Christ is dying to worldly values and living only for the kingdom.
Surrendering to the ways of the kingdom – love, joy, humility, forgiveness, among others – means being freed from the
hooks that sin has in us, like jealousy, resentment, pride, stubbornness of heart. We cannot serve two masters, we know.
It we serve the kingdom, we are dead to the empty claims of this world.
Death is always hard, because of the loss of the familiar. But being lost to the vain games of human culture liberates us
for the sustaining joy of life in Christ. The problem with talking about this is that anyone who has not experienced this
freedom thinks you are just talking about boring old religion. Real death with Christ leads to a life that is anything but
boring.
“All that the Father gives me shall come to me.” In John’s s Gospel, Jesus repeats that He has come not to do His own
will but His Father’s. In light of this, I am embarrassed that so often I insist on my own will being done, particularly as I
know God’s will is infinitely wiser and better than mine.
When it comes to the last day, God has a plan that exceeds our hopes. All who have been given to Christ will be raised
up on the last day. Narrowly viewed, that of course means all the baptized. But as Jesus himself says elsewhere (Jn
10:16), “I have other sheep you know nothing about.”
The baptism of Spirit and fire was given to many so-called inappropriate people. Jesus’ followers were upset when those
not of their number cast out demons; the apostles were likewise astounded in Acts when the Gentiles started speaking in
tongues. Those who are given to Christ might well surprise us in the end.

Reflection
•
•
•

Whom have you known personally who stood for justice? How can you carry on that example?
How much of your life is surrendered to the kingdom? How much is occupied with the things of this world? How do
these two masters you serve come into conflict?
Name three recent times that you have “looked upon the Son and believed.” Remember, Christ is often met in the
least of our sisters and brothers.
Take time this week to pray for the dead
Pray for those you have loved.
Pray for anyone who may have wronged you
Pray for those whom you have only read about in the papers
Father Tony

St. Stephen’s Faith Formation Program
Our Faith Formation program is now open for enrollment. Register online We will help your children to learn more about our
Catholic faith. We also prepare students for the Sacraments of First Holy Communion &/or Confirmation. This program is
supported by a group of experienced and dedicated religious education teachers. They not only teach the knowledge of the
Bible, the sacraments, and the church, but most importantly, they teach the students how to become faithful followers of Jesus
Christ. Their goal is to teach the students to become Christ-like.
Our Faith Formation Program runs from mid-September to mid-May. We meet once a week on Monday afternoons, at 4:00
pm (except holidays). For more information, please contact Mary Molly Mullaney in the St. Stephen Parish Office (415) 681-2444, x4 or email:
FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic we started the school year with virtual classes.

DAILY MASS ON
LIVESTREAM !!!
Monday, Oct. 26
8:00 a.m.

† Louis Luini
(By: Patrick Murphy)

Tuesday, Oct. 27
8:00 a.m.

† Joseph Montalbano
(By: Gayle Montalbano)

Wednesday, Oct. 28
8:00 a.m.
† Denis O’Connor
(By: Mary Rose O’Connor)

William & Alice Grimes, Sp Int
(By: Fr. Tony)

Thursday, Oct. 29
8:00 a.m.
.
Friday, Oct. 30
8:00 a.m.

† Richard & Marygrace Dunn
(By: Maryanne Daly)

† Ivan Cikes
(By: Jim & Trish Hargarten)

Saturday, Oct. 31
8:00 a.m.

† Guillermo & Aida Francisco
(By: Vicky Francisco)

4:30 p.m.

† Mary Lucey
(By: Rebel Cork Ladies Assoc.)

Sunday, Nov. 1
8:00 a.m.

† John C. Farrell
(By: Malvina Farrell)

9:30 a.m.

† Peter Julian Garcia
(By: Norma Garcia)

11:30 a.m.

YLI Dolores Inst. Sp. Int.
(By: Maureen Madeiros)

School Re-Opened!
Our school had been complexly sanitized and made
“socially distant” for each student and teacher when we
re-opened this week with the arrival of grades K-1 and 2.
We were so excited to see the children back. A great
deal of effort has been put into making the school safe
for all. Thank you Mrs. Allen and teachers for what you
have been doing to get us to this point. We will be return in “shifts”. In two week, grades 3,4,5 will join K,1
and 2 and two week after that grades 6,7, and 8 will
complete the arrivals. Welcome all!

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Marino Tulao, Rommel Plondaya, Robert Liam,
Zaida Ysip, Leanna Mossi, Elena Amaya, Eden Finn,
Edileide Jose Barbosa, Kenneth Fambrini,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Marc Gutierres,
Kevin King, Marla Moso, Betty Rodriguez, Joel Rivera,
Anna Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.

at 8:00 a.m. on Facebook ,
YouTube & Instagram!
Or go to
ww.SaintStephenSF.org
to attend our daily Mass!

Join Fr. Tony‘s Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist
Every Sunday, at 9:30 am, we continue to go live from our
St. Stephen Parish website, www.saintstephensf.org. Click
on the Facebook link on the top of the page and it will directly connect you to our livestream mass. Here you can
participate in the live community chat stream during the
mass.
If you do not have a Facebook account, no need to worry!
Go to our website, www.saintstephensf.org, scroll down and
you will also be able to join the livestream mass right on our
website. You can also watch our livestream mass every Sunday at 9:30am via YouTube and Instagram!
Ways and Means to Help and
Support Our Church
As we go our daily life within the state and city-wide mandate
of “Stay-at-Home” for the next few weeks due to the COVID19 pandemic, please remember that we continue to look forward to your regular weekly donations to sustain our church’s
basic operation needs.
You may continue to do so through the following:
1) via your weekly envelope which can either be:
a. Mailed to the Parish Office;
b. Dropped off at our parish office/mailbox slot.
2) If at this time, you are strictly confined in your home,
please consider setting up an online account through the
parish website: www.saintstephensf.org by:
a. Click the $ Giving button
b. Click on Donation link
c. Set up your account online
3) If neither of the above works for you, please give us a call
at the office, and we will gladly pick up your donation envelope for the parish.
For more information, please give us a call at 415-681-2444.
St Stephen Church provides Online Giving -- a
convenient and safe way to make a one-time or
recurring donation. Getting started is easy.
Visit www.s aintstephensf.org, click on Donation link. .
When you participate, your gift will be securely
transferred directly into the parish.

RETURNING TO PUBLIC MASS
Two weeks ago we returned to “public Masses” here at Saint Stephen and what a great day it was. It
was such a relief to be able to see “faces” again – at least behind those face coverings – keep them
on! If you were not here the last 2 weeks, you will notice some changes. These changes are made,
mainly to protect you and those around you. They are temporary changes, but we will have to see
what “temporary” means – but we are here, again, together, as we should be.

Masses are 8:00 a.m. daily; 4:30 p.m. Saturday; 8:00, 930 and 11:30 a.m. Sunday.
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

In charity to all and in consideration of public health and safety, those attending Mass must wear
a mask. You cannot gain entrance into the church without a mask on and it must remain on. All
faithful able to do so are asked to bring their own hand sanitizer and mask.
Each time you attend Mass, you are asked to sign/date and “informed consent” form in the vestibule – which indicates you are healthy enough to attend a public gathering and that you understand the church has made every effort to make the church a safe place to be.
Pews and other high-touch areas such as doorknobs will be sanitized after every Mass.
Those distributing Holy Communion will wear masks.
In the Communion procession, please observe safety distance between you and the person in front of you.
Every other pew is to be left vacant. However, members of a single household may sit together.
Music books and Mass cards have been removed to avoid the spread of germs by touching such objects.
Music will be played by the organist and sung by the cantor. Congregational singing is discouraged to avoid the
spread of germs as one sings.
The Presentation of Gifts will be omitted
The “passing” of the offertory baskets will be omitted
There are offering baskets throughout the church, church-goers are asked to make their offering in those baskets.
The sign of peace – shaking hands should be avoided. A simple “bow” will suffice.
We may have to adapt the “entry by ticket only” if we are unable to keep the “crowd” at a comfortable size
At times, church doors and windows may be kept open during Mass to keep the air flow moving.

For the past two weeks, everything went very smoothly. No problems and everyone was very respectful of each
other – Thank you! Also, because we sanitize the pews after each Mass, volunteers are always welcome to assist
us – the more volunteers the faster the project goes. How about leaving the pews germ free for the next group
that comes in!

KINDERGARTEN APPLICATIONS
St. Stephen School is accepting applications for next August’s Kindergarten
class. Please call the school office @
(415) 664-8331, if you’re interested in
obtaining an application.
Children must be five years old by September 1, 2021 and be currently enrolled in a five day
Pre-K or Kindergarten Program.
Kindergarten screenings will be held on Saturday,
January 9, 2021. Please note this may change depending on health mandates at the time of screening.
Thank you for your flexibility.

St. Stephen Book Club
St Stephen’s Book Club meets virtually
via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. on the 2nd Saturday
of each month. Anyone interested is invited to join us. Email Mary Molly to receive the Zoom invite link. The next books we are reading:
November book: The Second Mountain:
The Quest for A Moral Life by David
Brooks
December book: The Fisherman's Tomb:
The True Story of the Vatican's Secret
Search by John O'Neill

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the educaƟon and formaƟon of our people, young and old, and through caring
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor
service and sensiƟve outreach to those in need.

Living Stewardship Now

Love Them Anyway

The folklore of all cultures is filled with stories of fateful
choices. People find themselves in front of two doors—one
door leading to disaster, one to untold bliss. Robert Frost’s
famous poem “The Road Not Taken” underscores the fact that
our lives are forever changed by the choices we make. Week
after week, we are offered a choice to declare to others and to
our God whom we belong to—the small god of money and
possessions, or the great God whom Jesus called Abba (Jesus
spoke Aramaic, and this word means Daddy or Papa). On Sunday some of us simply drop into the offertory basket what we
think is good enough, or perhaps a habitual amount that we
will never miss, or what we just happen to have in our pocket.
How about a different approach? Whenever we receive a financial blessing, whether from a weekly paycheck, a personal
allowance, an appreciation of investments, a sales bonus, or
even a lottery windfall, first and foremost let’s thank God for
this blessing. Then take a portion—the amount is up to us—
and share it gratefully with others: half to build up the Church,
and the other half to good causes you favor. This places God as
the highest priority in our lives. In gratitude for God’s overwhelming love for us, we give back a portion of what we have
received, and only then keep the rest for ourselves. The scriptures challenge us to give this “first fruits,” not the tiny part
that’s left over after we’ve done what we want. Modern scientific research shows that people who give generously tend to
live happier and longer lives. So becoming a grateful giver
changes how we think about life, and makes us true stewards
of God’s constant blessings.

In Calcutta, India, there is a children’s home named Shishu
Bhavan (Children’s Home), founded by Mother Teresa. The
home continues to be operated by her community, the Missionaries of Charity. On the wall of the home hangs a sign which
reads:
People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered.
LOVE THEM ANYWAY
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives,
DO GOOD ANYWAY
If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies,
SUCCEED ANYWAY
The good you do will be forgotten tomorrow,
DO GOOD ANYWAY
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable,
BE HONEST AND FRANK ANYWAY
What you spent years building may be destroyed overnight,
BUILD ANYWAY
People really need help but may attack you if you help them,
HELP PEOPLE ANYWAY
Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth,
GIVE THE WORLD THE BEST YOU’VE GOT ANYWAY
Mother Teresa counseled her young charges that the challenges offered by this sign can be met only if human beings are
motivated by a love and a respect for one another which looks
beyond faults, differences, ulterior motives, success and failure. Mother Teresa once said of herself, “By blood and origin,
I am all Albanian. My citizenship is Indian. I am a Catholic
nun. As to my calling, I belong to the whole world. As to my
heart, I belong entirely to the heart of Jesus.” (A Simple Path,
Ballantine Books, New York: 1995). It is this relationship of
belonging and the loving service which grows out of that belonging which the Scriptural authors called Covenant.

Did you know that the Vatican has a yearly operating budget
less than half the budget of a major university?
God’s work
– in the parish, the diocese, and around the world –
depends on us.
Is your giving generous, or the least you can spare?

Joke of the week
One Sunday the pastor was finishing up a series on marriage. At the end of the
service he was giving out small wooden crosses to each married couple. He said,
"Place this cross in the room in which you fight the most and you will be reminded
of God’s commandment of love and you won’t argue as much." One woman came
up after the service and said, "You’d better give me five crosses."
*********

A pastor was speaking to a Sunday school class about the things money can’t buy. “It can’t buy
laughter and it can’t buy love” he told them. Driving his point home, he said, “What would you do
if I offered you $1000 not to love your mother and father?” Stunned silence ensued. Finally, a
small voice queried, “How much would you give me not to love my big sister?”
**********

An old couple was sitting by the fireside. He looked over at her, had a romantic thought, and
said, “After fifty years, I’ve found you tried and true.” The wife’s hearing wasn’t very good, so she
said, “What?” He repeated, “After fifty years, I’ve found you tried and true.” “After fifty years,
I’m tired of you too,” she replied.
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Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us!
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection basket, by
mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 415-681-2444 or at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________________ Contact Phone __________________________
Email ______________________________________________
Complete Mailing Address ________________________________________ City/Zip ___________________
Weekly Sunday envelopes , circle one: Yes No, but commit to participate thru Online Giving.
I am interested in assisting the Parish in an organization or ministry as (Please encircle your choice/s):
Acolyte/Altar Service, Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher, Hospitality after
Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir, Lector &/or Holy
Communion Ministers, Parish Center Front Office Volunteer.
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