St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

November 11, 2018

Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
When we gather together around the table of the Lord, we come to say
“Thank you” to the One who cares for us. “Thank you” for the many
blessings that we are blessed to receive. “Thank you” for the gift of our
lives. Perhaps even “Thank you” for the sufferings that may stand before
us. The word “Eucharist” itself means “Thank you.” It is right and just to
give thanks to the One who has created us, has redeemed us and makes us
holy. The One who sacrificed himself completely so that sin and death
would be overcome.
In the first part of today’s Gospel, Jesus warns the crowd to beware of the religious leaders who liked to be held
in great esteem, at the expense of the widows. They demonstrated piety and accepted honors not accorded to others. But
they did not really do anything for the community. They did not care for those who were entrusted to them.
Contrast this with the widow whom Jesus points out: she contributed to the synagogue treasury from her want;
she gave her whole livelihood in order to ensure that others within her community might have something. And while
Jesus does not ask this question, we might: which of these two examples tells us something essential about who God is?
Clearly the widow.
God is like that widow in his care for us: he holds absolutely nothing back. He gives us everything he has, and
is. Including himself. As the widow sacrificed, so Jesus sacrificed his very life for the sake of the world. And the Eucharist we share is our participation in this salvation, and our thanksgiving for it.
It is not a passive thanksgiving, however. And perhaps this is a message we can take from the Gospel today.
Formed and transformed by the Eucharist, it is a person of faith who sees that God’s justice is sorely needed in this
world. In the psalms, the Lord gives sight to the blind, cares for the oppressed, protects strangers and sustains widows.
As Domus Dei, that is, the House of God, the Church’s mission is to see that God’s house is in order by seeing to it that
justice is made manifest in this world.
This is us. We, the Church, give thanks to God for his generous gifts by sharing the good news of salvation and
by giving our time, talents and treasure so that no one is left uncared for – that no one is left without.
May you have a safe and healthy week ahead, thanks for praying with us today!
Father Tony

•
•
•

LITURGY AND LIFE
How could the widow in the New Testament reading give the little food she had to a stranger?
When have you given, perhaps with time or emotional support, more than you thought possible?
Does our parish need to do more to help parishioners realize who their neighbor is?

I Would Give It to the Poor
A government social worker was visiting New England farms. He
had the authority to give federal dollars to poor farmers. He found an elderly
widow farming a few acres. Her house was clean but tiny. There did not
appear to be much food in the house. The windows had no screens to keep
out the summer flies. The exterior needed a paint job. He wondered how she
could survive. He asked, "What would you do if the government gave you
five hundred dollars?" Her answer was, "I would give it to the poor." Do
most Catholics give a fair share of their income to the Church and to charities? A Gallup poll answered that
query. In a recent year, American Catholics gave 1.3% of their income to parish and charities. But
Protestants gave 2.4% and Jews 3.8%. A survey reveals while 44% of Baptists tithe giving to their parishes
and charities, only 4% of Catholics do. Many Catholics are more generous to waiters than to God. They give
up to 20% of their bill. That is double-tithing. Our comparative tightness with our dollars comes despite
Rousseau's admonition. "When a man dies, he carries in his hands only that which he has given away."

MONTH OF ALL SOULS
This week: We offer a special prayer for our deceased spouse

O Lord,
that you watch over my beloved spouse,
who was my love, my companion, my heart
in this worldly life.
I humbly ask that you lead (name) into
your presence with tenderness and
treasure him/her as I did on earth.
I pray that someday I will be reunited with
my loved one in heaven, just as we were
united in faithful married life here on earth.
Amen.
A widow’s mite

in the life of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
By birth and marriage, Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton was linked to the first families of New York and
enjoyed the fruits of living in high society. Reared a staunch Episcopalian by her mother and stepmother, she learned the value of prayer, Scripture reading and a nightly examination of conscience.
At 19, Elizabeth was the belle of New York. She married a handsome, wealthy businessman, William
Magee Seton. They had five children before his business failed, and William died of tuberculosis. At
30, Elizabeth found herself widowed and penniless, with five small children to support. While in Italy
with her dying husband, Elizabeth had witnessed the Catholic Church in action, through the lives, beliefs and behavior of family friends. Three basic elements in Catholicism led her to become a Catholic in March, 1805: a belief in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, a devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary as Mother of God, and a conviction that the Catholic Church traced its origin
and priesthood in a direct line back to the apostles and to Christ. When Elizabeth returned to the U. S., many of her
family and friends rejected her because she had become a Catholic. To support her children, she opened a school in Baltimore with the cooperation of some of her friends. From the beginning, her group was organized along the lines of the
religious community which would only be founded officially in 1809. Mother Seton became one of the keystones of the
American Catholic Church. She founded the first American religious community for women, the Sisters of Charity.
She opened the first American parish school and established the first American Catholic orphanage. All this she did in
the span of 46 years while rearing her five children. She died on January 4, 1821, and was buried in Emmitsburg, Maryland. In 1963, Mother Seton was beatified, the first American-born citizen to receive this honor. She was canonized in
1975. Elizabeth Ann Seton was a real widow who offered her mite to God without reservation as the poor widow in
today’s Gospel did.

Appreciating our Parish Widows
In our seemingly prosperous society, widows (and widowers), in addition to their deep grief, often suffer from
economic loss from the burden of rearing a family alone and from a strange isolation from friends which often sets in
soon after protestations of support at their spouses’ funerals. Let us learn to appreciate the widows and widowers of our
parish community. Their loneliness draws them closer to God and to stewardship in the parish. They are often active
participants in all the liturgical celebrations, offering prayers for their families and for their parish family. Frequently,
they are active in the parish organizations, as well as in visiting and serving the sick and the shut-ins. Hence, let us appreciate them, support them, encourage them and pray for them.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Nov. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Sandra Rovetti
(By: Dorina Rovetti)
Tuesday, Nov. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Semi Virondeau
(By: Helen Ebrahim)

Wednesday, Nov. 14
8:00 a.m.
† Lena Fambrini

(By: Adele Caunan)

Thursday, Nov. 15
8:00 a.m.
† All Souls

(By: Fr. Tony)

Friday, Nov. 16
8:00 a.m.
† Nerio C. Plondaya Sr.
(By: Ding & Baby)

Saturday, Nov. 17
8:00 a.m.
Eileen Evans Sp. Int.
(By: Maureen Dowling)

4:30 p.m.

† Denis O’Conner
(By: R.I.P.)

Sunday, Nov. 18
8:00 a.m
† Marygrace Dunn
(By:Richard Dunn)
9:30 a.m.
† Policarpio Hizon
(By: Nellie Hizon)

11:30 a.m.

† Tina Townsend

6:45 p.m.

† All Souls

(By: Deen & Bob Anderson)
(By: Fr. Tony)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Thirty-second Sunday in
Ordinary Time November 11, 2018
The LORD keeps faith forever, secures
justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry.
— Psalm 146:7

Monday, Nov. 12 Parish Office & School closed
6:00 p.m.
SF Juniors Sale/Hall
Tuesday, Nov. 13
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
7:00 p.m.
Sponsor Night/Hall
Wednesday, Nov. 14
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
Women’s Guild/Hall
7:00 p.m.
SVDP Conf./Conf. Rm.
Thursday, Nov. 15
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
Friday, Nov. 16
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Nov. 17
Sunday, Nov. 18
9:30 a.m.
BSCFYAO Basketball/Gym
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

2019 Mass Intentions
Our 2019 Mass Intention Calendar is open. Stop by
the office to set up date/time. In order to be fair to
the needs of all our parishioners, we ask you to limit
your mass intentions to 8 masses.
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Veterans Day;
Remembrance Day (Canada)
St. Josaphat
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
St. Albert the Great
St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude
St. Elizabeth of Hungary

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The widow of Zarephath had
only a handful of flour and a little oil, but made a
little cake for Elijah (1 Kings 17:10-16).
Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146).
Second Reading — Christ will appear a second
time to bring salvation to those who eagerly await him
(Hebrews 9:24-28).
Gospel — This poor widow put in more than all the other
contributors (Mark 12:38-44 [41-44]).

P
ing touch of Jesus.

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community
and for all those written in our book
of the sick. May they know the heal-

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh.
Please call the office to add or remove names.

OUR HUMOR
You know the old joke about the chicken and the
pig that saw the church sign saying "Help feed
the hungry." The chicken said "That's a good
idea! Let's help by putting in our 'widow’s mite.'
Let's give ham and eggs." The pig said, "That's
easy for you to say, but for me it's a total commitment!"
* * * * * * *
A six-year-old boy, home from his first day at Church, was
asked what he thought of the Holy Mass. "It was OK," he replied, "but I think it was unfair that the pastor at the altar did all
the work, and then a bunch of other people came around and
took away all the money." Amen to that small lad's insight!
* * * * * **
A colleague once told how "a certain woman
phoned her personal banker to arrange for the
disposal of a $1,000 bond. The voice on the
phone asked for clarification, "Is the bond for
conversion or redemption?'' The confused
woman paused and then inquired, "Am I talking to the bank or the church?''

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 11/4/18
2nd Collection: Bldg. Maint.
All Saint’s Day

$ 8,217.00
$ 2,293.00
$ 1,629.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts
with a loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Nov. 11 - Julie O’Callaghan
Sunday, Nov. 18 - Men’s Club
Sunday, Nov. 25 - Anthony Zidek
Donuts will not be served until the

completion of mass.

Bulletin Announcments
Send your St. Stephen bulletin announcements ( anniversaries, baptisms, etc) via e-mail to

e.prete@saintstephensf.org.

Advent Family Night
Wednesday, November 28, 2018
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Donworth Hall
St. Stephen Church invites you to come and
have fun in making your own beautiful
Advent Wreath.
$20 per Family (or couple) includes wreath-making
supplies and light dinner. We will supply greenery,
decorations, candles for your wreath, and pizza. We
invite families of all sizes to come and work together to craft an Advent Wreath to take home, so you
may celebrate the Advent Season with your own
meaningful creation.
No experience necessary!
If you have a wreath base you would like to use/reuse, please bring it. Garden shears or gloves are
recommended but not required.
For questions, please contact Mary Molly Mullaney
in St. Stephen Parish Office at 415.681.2444 ext.4
Email: FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

Advent Family Night reservation
form - Reply by 11/21/18
Name(s)
__________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Contact info: E-mail;
___________________________________Phone:__________
Number of people attendng: Adults___________ Children___________
$20 per Family/Couple - money attached:
____________________
(please make check payable to St. Stephen Church)
Please turn in reservation slip with payment on or before Nov.
21 to Mary Molly Mullaney at the St. Stephen Parish Office.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries. Please remember
if we don’t reach our goal through your generosity and participation, we have to make-up the difference using our Sunday collection, which, in all honesty, we can’t afford. We hope for 100 percent participation of our parish this year.
Thank you for your support of our archdiocesan ministries and services. (Fr. Tony).

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 6,652.00.

SAVE THE DATE!
Thanksgiving Day
November 22
Please join us for Thanksgiving Day Mass
at 9:30 a.m. During that Mass we will
have the blessing of the bread (rolls, etc.). You are invited to bring the bread items you will use at your Thanksgiving Day table and we will bless them during the Mass
as part of our offertory celebration. At the end of Mass,
families are invited to take home a loaf of bread, that
will be provided, for their Thanksgiving Day festivities.

St. Vincent De Paul Society
The St. Stephen’s SVDP will be hosting a "Safeway Gift
Card Drive” for the needy families of St. Peter’s school to
those who need assistance to purchase groceries. We will
just be collecting gift cards to Safeway since this is the
grocery store nearest to these families live.
Your donations will help families put food on their table
for when their funds have run short. We will be collecting Safeway gift cards through November 26th. If you
would like to donate, you may drop off your gift card at
the Parish Office or mail it to St. Stephen’s.
Please write the amount of your gift card somewhere on the
gift card and place your gift card in an envelope marked
“Gift Card for St. Peter’s”. All contributions are welcome.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

St. Stephen Catholic Book Club
Our Book Club is open to anyone interested in reading and
discussing books with inherent or implied Christian
themes. We meet the second Saturday of the month, 9:0010:00 a.m. in the Conference Room at the parish offices, or in
a member’s home. Contact Mary Molly for more info.

INFIRMED, ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND
The Sacrament of Communion is available to those unable to worship with us in church. Please let us know if
you would like a visit from one of our Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion or the Pastor to make a visit to
your home. Also, one should seek the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick, if one finds themselves physically,
emotionally or advanced in years. Also, if you find yourself in the hospital, please let the parish office know so
that an appropriate visitation can be arranged.

Our 20,000 Square Foot Parish Center
is Available to Rent for Special Occasions
Call Shay Ingelfinger at 415 681-2444 ext. 33 for information regarding the hourly rate available for our parishioners. Web site:

www.sfeventcenter.org

KINDERGARTEN APPLICATIONS
St. Stephen School is accepting applications for next August’s Kindergarten class. Please call the school office
@ (415) 664-8331, if you are interested in obtaining an
application. Children must be five years old by September 1, 2019 and be currently enrolled in a five day Pre-K
or Kindergarten Program. Kindergarten screenings will
be held on Saturday, January 12, 2019.
St. Stephen School, mindful of its mission to be witness
to the love of Christ for all, admits students of any race,
color, and national and/or ethnic origins to all the rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to
or made available to students at this school. St. Stephen
School does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of
race, color, and national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or
disability in administration of educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs.

BOX TOPS
Have you been saving your Box Tops for
St. Stephen School? Now is the time to
turn those in! Box Tops can be dropped in
the Parish Office mail drop or dropped to
the school office. Questions? Please call Shawna Stecher
at 415 748-2417 or e-mail sfshawna@yahoo.com.

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2018-2019

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Shay Ingelfinger

•

Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Rhonda Smith

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Teresa Devincenzi

•

Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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