St. Stephen Parish
November 19, 2017 Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

November 23, 2017

Thanksgiving Day
Sirach 50: 22-24; I Cor. 1:3-9; Luke 17: 11-19
Today is a day of national thanksgiving in the U. S.
1) for the blessings and protection God has given us,
2) for our democratic government and the prosperity we enjoy,
3) for our freedom of speech and religion, and
4) for the generosity and good will of our people.
The winter of 1610 at Jamestown, Virginia, had reduced a group of 409 settlers from England to 60.
The survivors had prayed for help without knowing when or how it might come. When help arrived in the
form of a ship filled with food and supplies from England, a thanksgiving prayer meeting was held to give
thanks to God. President George Washington issued the first national Thanksgiving Proclamation in 1789. In
the midst of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln established Thanksgiving Day as a formal holiday to
express our thanks to God. On November 26, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the bill declaring that Thanksgiving should be observed as a legal holiday on the fourth Thursday of each November.
Today’s Gospel describes how one of the ten lepers Jesus healed, a Samaritan, returned to Jesus to express his gratitude while the nine Jewish lepers did not return to thank the healer. Jesus asks the pained question: “Where are the other nine? The episode tells us that even God expects gratitude from us. (2) In 2 Kings
5:1-9, Naaman the now-healed leper, chief of the army of the Syrian king, returned to the prophet Elisha to
express his thanks for the healing with a gift of 10 talents of silver, 6000 pieces of gold and six Egyptian raiments as gifts. When Elisha refused the gifts, Naaman asked for permission take home two sacks of the soil of
Israel that he might offer worship to the Lord Who had healed him, and he promised to offer sacrifices only to
the God of Israel. (3) Jesus gave thanks to the Father at the tomb of the just-raised Lazarus, saying, “Thank
you Father for hearing my prayer” (John 11:41-42). (4) St. Paul advises the Ephesians (and us), “Give thanks
to God the Father for everything” (Eph 5:20).
The Eucharistic Celebration is the most important form of thanksgiving prayer for Catholics. In fact,
Eucharist is the Greek word for thanksgiving. In the Holy Mass we offer to our Heavenly Father as an act of
thanksgiving to Him, the sacrificial death and Resurrection of Jesus, made present on our altar. At the same
time, we surrender our lives to Him on the altar with repentant hearts, and we present to Him all our needs,
asking for His blessings.
Let us be thankful and let us learn to express our thanks daily:
a) To God for His innumerable blessings, providential care and protection and for the unconditional
pardon given to us for our daily sins and failures.
b) To our parents – living and dead – for the gift of life and Christian training and the good example
they have given to us.
c) To our relatives and friends for their loving support, timely help and encouragement.
d) To our pastors, teachers, doctors, soldiers, police and government officers for the sincere service
they render us.
And it goes without saying, I give thanks to all of you for your constant and generous support of Saint
Stephens’ and for joining us for prayer.
Happy Thanksgiving and blessing to you and your families.

Fr. Tony

Monday, Nov. 20
8:00 a.m
† Ray Aguirre

(By: Doreen Aguirre)

Tuesday, Nov. 21
8:00 a.m.
† Paz C. Sagala

(By: Emma C. Sagala)

School Mass
Wednesday, Nov. 22
8:00 a.m.
† For All Souls
11:00 a.m.

Thursday, Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day
9:30 a.m.
† Teresa Walsh
(By: Dan & Joan Leehane)

Friday, Nov. 24
8:00 a.m.
† Maria Bruno

Our online website includes a community events calendar.

(By: Giovanna)

Thanksgiving Day Prayer

Saturday, Nov. 25
8:00 a.m.
Fely Boquiren Sp. Int.
(By: Anonymous)

3:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† Denis O’Connor
(By: Rose O’Connor)

Sunday, Nov. 26
8:00 a.m
† Vicenta Rizon Lada
(By: Gail Lada)

9:30 a.m.

† Marygrace Dunn
(By: Richard Dunn)

11:30 a.m.
6:45 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 20
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Tuesday, Nov. 21
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Nov. 22
7:00 p.m.
Women’s Guild/Hall
Thursday, Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day
Friday, Nov. 24 Parish Office & School Closed
7:00 p.m.
GA Closed Meeting/EC
Saturday, Nov. 25
Sunday, Nov. 26
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

† For All Souls
† Nora Oprecio
(By: Myrna Cadelinia)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 19, 2017
Blessed are you who fear the LORD.
— Psalm 128:1a

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The woman who fears the LORD is
to be praised (Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31).
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord
(Psalm 128).
Second Reading — Brothers and sisters, you are
children of the light (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6).
Gospel — To all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance (Matthew 25:1430 [14-15, 19-21]).

Oh, Heavenly Father,
We thank thee for FOOD
and remember the hungry.
We thank thee for HEALTH
and remember the sick.
We thank thee for FRIENDS
and remember the friendless.
We thank thee for FREEDOM
and remember the enslaved.
May these remembrances stir us to service,
That thy gifts to us may be used for others.
Amen.
Mass on Thanksgiving Day will be at 9:30 a.m. We will
have our usual 200 or so loaves of fresh bread for distribution at the end of Mass.

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Larry Barbiere, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Adelle
Caunan, Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Eden Finn, Emma Lew,
Al Gragnani, Marc Gutierres, Maria Matthews,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office for names of people that we should pray
for or remain on this list.

Saint Mother Teresa
Giving Thanks
Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa)
told this story in an address given at
the National Prayer Breakfast in
1994. “One evening several of our
Sisters went out, and we picked up four people from
the street. One of them was in a most terrible condition. So, I told the other Sisters, “You take care of
the other three: I will take care of this one who looks
the worst.” So, I did for the woman everything that
my love could do. I cleaned her and put her in bed,
and there was such a beautiful smile on her face.
She took hold of my hands and said two words in
her language, Bengali: “Thank you.” Then she died.
I could not help but examine my conscience. I asked
myself, “What would I say if I were in her place?”
My answer was simple. I would have tried to draw a
little attention to myself. I would have said, “I am
hungry, I am dying, I am in pain.” But the woman
gave me much more; she gave me grateful love, dying with a grateful smile on her face. It means that
even those with nothing can give us the gift of
thanks.”

Catholic Charities Thanksgiving 2017

Sharing Your Thankful Spirit
Help our neighbors in Marin, San
Mateo and San Francisco counties
enjoy a memorable Thanksgiving
meal; provide food baskets, turkeys,
or pumpkin pies to families in need.
Volunteer at one of our programs by
helping with food preparation, setup, carving a turkey, leading activities, and helping
to clean-up after a Thanksgiving luncheon or dinner.
Every volunteer hour and every donated gift provides dignity and hope to children and families who
may not otherwise receive comfort this holiday season. Find out how you can participate in spreading
holiday cheer for people in need at:
CatholicCharitiesSF.org/All-Opportunities/ or
Nina Taggart, at 415 972-1246 or
volunteer@CatholicCharitiesSF.org.

When I feel that the world is caving in and my tears of
hopelessness are just about to fall, I look down at my
hands. I stretch my fingers and I start to count ... my
blessings. I say to myself, “I have 10 fingers. 1-2-3-45 ... I can move all of them. My skin is clear. I can see. I
can hear. I can talk. I can walk. I have a family. I have
a home. I have friends. I have a job. Not everyone has
these. I am a very lucky person. I am whole and I can
cope with this minor setback.”
Try it. In your darkest hour, at the height of a most unfortunate situation, count your blessings by starting
with your fingers. (Ruby Bayan-Gagelonia)

Gratitude
Today, upon a bus, I saw a very handsome man,
And wished I were as beautiful. When suddenly he
rose to leave, I saw him hobble down the aisle. He
had one leg and wore a crutch. But as he passed, he
passed a smile. Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two legs; the world is mine.
I stopped to buy some candy, The lad who sold it
had such charm, I talked with him, he seemed so
glad, If I were late, it'd do no harm. And as
I left, he said to me, "I thank you, you've been so
kind. It's nice to talk with folks like you.
You see," he said, "I'm blind."
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two eyes; the world is mine.
Later while walking down the street, I saw a child
I knew. He stood and watched the others play,
but he did not know what to do. I stopped
a moment and then I said, "Why don't you join
them dear?" He looked ahead without a word,
I forgot, he couldn't hear.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine,
I have two ears; the world is mine.
With feet to take me where I'd go, With eyes
to see the sunset's glow, With ears to hear
what I'd know. With loving family friends
to enjoy life Oh, God, forgive me when I whine,
I've been blessed indeed, the world is mine.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 11/12/17
2nd Collection: Bldg. Maintenance

$5,554
$2,784

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts
with a loving and generous increase to God.

“Who is My Neighbor?”
A reflection on scripture with
Sr. Toni Lynn Gallagher
Tuesdays: November 21, 2017.
8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
in the Marian Room
(Crying Room of Church)
Contact Mary Molly Mullaney for more
information. (415) 681-2444 ext.27
Or on the web at

FaithFormation@SaintStephenSF.org

Our 2018 Mass Intention Calendar is
open. In order to be fair to the needs of
all our parishioners, we ask you to limit
your mass intentions to 10 masses. Stop
by our parish office to set up dates and times.
Please support St. Stephen
School by clipping and collecting Box Tops from items in
your pantry!
Box tops can be turned into the school office,
dropped in the parish center mailbox , or handed
directly to Shawna Stecher at the 9:30am mass.
Questions? Shawna can be reached at 415-748-2417

Please note! Coffee and donuts will
not be served until the completion of
mass.

November is traditionally the
month when Catholics remember
those who have died.
You are invited to write the names
of your loved ones in the Book of
Remembrance. During the month
of November, it is located nearing the font.
St. Stephen Men’s Club

Pancake Breakfast 2016
With Special Guest…….SANTA!

Sunday, December 10th
10:30 a.m. at Donworth Hall
Bring your appetites; Bring your friends & family;

Family Name: __________________

2018 Mass Intentions

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass
Today, Nov. 19 - Men’s Club
Sunday, Nov. 26 - Louise Fambrini
Sunday, Dec. 03 - Zidek Family

The Month of November:
We Remember Those Who
Have Gone Before Us

No. of Adults : ____x $30/ea =$_________
No. of Children : ____x $20/ea = $_____(12 & Younger)

Please make checks payable to St. Stephen’s Men’s
Club and return to the school office by Monday, December 4th. Major underwriting by TOAST.

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, December 2, 2017
Into the MADNESS
The Stephen’s Women’s Guild
2017 Auction
The Olympic Club, Lakeside
San Francisco
Live Auction * Dinner * Dancing
Mad Money Raffle
Go to ss2017auction@gmail.com for details to
purchase. Raffle tickets will also be sold at St.
Stephen events and masses. You do not need
to be present to win.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER FOR
ALL SOULS

Our Altar Server’s Schedule
This Weekend

M

ay God remember forever my dear
ones, who have gone to their eternal
rest. May they be at one with the One Who
is life eternal. May the beauty of their lives
shine forever more, and may my life always
bring honor to their memory. Amen.
ADVENT FAMILY NIGHT
Thursday, November 30, 2017
6:00—8:00 p.m. @ Donworth Hall
St. Stephen Church invites you to come and have
fun in making your own beautiful Advent
Wreath. You only pay $19 for a brass wreath, a
set of 4 candles, greenery and some accessories to decorate
your wreath. Pizza will be provided. Bring your family and
enjoy the festive atmosphere!
For questions, pls contact Mary Molly Mullaney, 415-681-2444
or email faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org.

Saturday, Nov. 18
8:00 a.m. Beckett Andersen
4:30 p.m. Ava Boilard, Lauren Boilard,
Sunday, Nov. 192
8:00 a.m. Bianca Hallinan Sarah Tuvo,
Cian O’Donoghue,
9:30 p.m. Patrick Linehan Patrick Schmitt,
Alex Flores
11:30 a.m.Hannah Morello, Olivia Schot,
Christopher Bautista,
6:45p.m. Claire Patankar, Marissa Onken,
Michael McDonough,
Monday: Kevin Hernandez, Barry Cahalane,
Tuesday: Gino Andrini, Adrian Di Lena
Wednesday: Cooper Andersen, Mericel Tao,
Thursday: Hannah Morello, Alyssa Fambrini,

Friday:

Mikel Villamayor,
Please Volunteer

SIMPLE THINGS TO BE “THANKFUL” FOR.
“I am thankful for the mess to clean up after a party because it means I am blessed with friends.
I am thankful for the taxes I pay because it means that I am employed.
I am thankful for the clothes that fit a little too snugly because it means I have had enough to eat.
I am thankful for my shadow that watches me work because it means I am out in the sunshine.
I am thankful for a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning, gutters that need fixing
because it means I have a home.
I am thankful for all the complaining I do about the government because it means we have freedom of speech.
I am thankful for the spot I find at the far end of the parking lot because it means I am capable of walking.
I am thankful for my big heating bill because it means I am warm.
I am thankful for the lady behind me in Church who sings off-key because it means I can hear.
I am thankful for the piles of laundry and ironing because it means my loved ones are nearby.
I am thankful for weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it means I have been productive.
I am thankful for the alarm that goes off early in the morning because it means I am alive.”

This Week’s “Humor”
The turkey with a high fever! When I think of "Turkey Day," I am reminded of the story of the
little boy who saw his mother putting a thermometer in the turkey. He said, "If it is that sick, I
don't want any!"
* * * * *

"Christopher hit me!": It was Thanksgiving Day. Breakfast was over and the kids were playing in a room full of
toys. Their parents lingered over a second cup of coffee. In a short while, the parents heard the sound of a brief scuffle. Then Mary, their three-year-old, burst into the kitchen in tears. "Mommy! Daddy! Christopher hit me!" she
sobbed. Before either of them could think of a reply, the calm voice of their nine-year-old daughter came from the
play room, "It's Thanksgiving Day–we must be thankful. Thank God, he didn't bite you!!"
* * * * *

"I can chew my food:” It was Thanksgiving season in the nursing home. The small resident population had been gathered around their humble Thanksgiving table, and the director asked each in turn to express one thing for which he or
she was thankful. Thanks were expressed for a home in which to stay, families, etc. One little old lady, when her turn
came, said, “I thank the Lord for two perfectly good teeth left in my mouth, one in my upper jaw and one in my lower
jaw. They match so well that I can chew my food.”

AD PAGE

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2016-2017

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre

•

Pastor, ext.1001
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext.1003
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

•
•

Permanent Deacons

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext.1004
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 1008
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•

Shay Ingelfinger

•

•

•

Event Center Coordinator, ext.1007
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Jan Almeida

•

Bookkeeper, ext.1005

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Veronica Wong
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

