St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

December 2, 2018

The First Sunday of Advent
As we hear today’s readings, two temptations so easily appear: first, we might presume that since we have been waiting so long for the return of Christ, that it won’t
be anytime soon and so we will have lots of time to prepare. The other is, we may
assume that his return is any moment now, so that we live in fear of that great day
– frozen and unable to hope or to embrace life’s adventure. Neither of these temptations is worth embracing. Instead, we look forward to his return, and as we wait,
we use the time to grow in our relationship with the Lord, while understanding that
this world is not our ultimate home.
Today’s Gospel can seem very sobering. Jesus doesn’t mince his words – there is
going to be a reckoning, a judgment – and we do not know when. But we know it is
coming, and therefore we need to be vigilant, prayerful and ready. This is not a pious platitude, but a tenet of faith that we profess in our creed. The judgment will be
a real one; the review of our life with its many choices and options will be laid out
before us in the bright light of God’s revelation and mercy.
But there are also two other themes in this Gospel passage that we need in order to
have the full picture. First, as Christians, we are encouraged to stand tall in the
knowledge that our redeemer is at hand, and to hold fast to the hope that our faith
gives us even in times of trial and tribulation. We know the final outcome in the
great battle between good and evil – Christ’s triumph over death. Our task is to ensure that we are on that winning side by living lives worthy of him. We cannot take it for granted, but instead
daily renew our commitment to fulfill the hope that is within us – and live our lives in the sure and certain
knowledge that our redemption is at hand.
Second, as Christians we are called to be realistic, to face up to the fact that our world is broken and in
need of healing, and yet we are never hopeless. Indeed, the Christian view is to see imperfection not as a lost
cause but as an opportunity for healing and redemption. All is never lost until that moment of final judgment.
This is what we celebrate in the Advent season – a time of preparation and anticipation. We look forward
to the coming of Christ, and as we look forward we strive to be vigilant, prayerful and worthy to stand before him
when he comes in glory. Advent is a time of waiting for Christ, allowing Jesus to be reborn in our lives. It is
also a time for purifying our hearts by repentance and for renewing our lives by reflecting on and experiencing the several comings (advents) of Christ into our lives. Besides his first coming at his birth, Jesus comes to
our lives through the Sacraments (especially the Eucharist), through the Word of God, through the worshipping community, at the moment of our death and, finally, in his Second Coming to judge the world
May this Advent Season, as we prepare for the Lord’s Nativity, be a time of celebration, but also a time of
prayer and strengthening of your spiritual life. Blessings to you and your families.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How can you regard Advent as a time of looking to God to guide and teach?
What can you do this Advent to grow in your love for others as you prepare for
the Second Coming of
Christ?
During this Advent, what effect can being “vigilant at all times” have on your
spiritual life?

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
The Advent Wreath
The Advent Wreath. The origins of the Advent Wreath goes back to preChristian Germany and Scandinavia where the people gathered to celebrate the
return of the sun after the winter solstice. For us, the lighting of the Advent candles represent the promise of the coming of Jesus, the light of the world.
The Third Advent Candle, Rose in color. The third Sunday of Advent is
known as Gaudete Sunday because in Latin, the first words of the opening antiphon for that day’s Mass are Gaudete in Domino semper (Rejoice in the Lord
always) from Philippians 4:4-5. On this Sunday a rose-colored candle is lit as a
reminder that we are called to rejoice.

Advent Meditations
Week 1
Monday, December 3, 2018 -- Isaiah 2:1-5
A sign of God’s presence in that people become inspired to “beat their swords into plowshares and spears into
pruning hooks.” Today Isaiah might phrase it, “Melt down guns to make subway cars.” What violence in your
life does God wish to transform?
Tuesday, December 4, 2018 – Isaiah 11:1-10
The prophet envisions a time when “The wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the young goat.” So-called “natural enemies” will be no more when god’s spirit reigns. Where in your life is
reconciliation called for?
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 – Isaiah 25:6-10
Isaiah promises that God will “provide food for all peoples.” Scientists tell us that our planet’s resources are
sufficient for all of us. No man, woman or child needs to be hungry, yet many are. What can you do to help us
move toward justice?
Thursday, December 6, 2018 – Isaiah 26:1-6
The people of Israel were taught by Isaiah that just as their nations had been blessed by God it could also be
destroyed. The poor would trample Israel underfoot if they were not treated with justice. Does it make sense to
look at the violence in our society from that perspective?
Friday, December 7, 2018 – Isaiah 29:17-24
When we trust in God, what has seemed impossible even to imagine becomes a real possibility. Isaiah makes
this point by using the metaphor of the “eyes of the blind seeing.” What do you wish for in the depths of your
heart?
Saturday, December 8, 2018 – Isaiah 30:19-21
God promises to send us a teacher, one who will bind up our wounds and set us on the right path. For Christians, this teacher is Jesus who was moved to pity at the state in which He found God’s people. In what way do
you sense Jesus leading you? Are you called to show others

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Dec. 3
8:00 a.m.
† Lorin, Dorothy & Paul Medlin
(By: Jane Medlin)
Tuesday, Dec. 4
8:00 a.m.
† Tony Costa
(By: Dorina (Costa) Rovetti)

Wednesday, Dec. 5
8:00 a.m.
Shay Ingelfinger Sp. Int.
(By: Front Desk Volunteers)

Thursday, Dec. 6
8:00 a.m.
Alan Dougherty Sp. Int.
(By: Fely)

Friday, Dec. 7
8:00 a.m.
† Conchita Diaz

(By: Gilby Francisco & Family)

Saturday, Dec. 8
8:00 a.m.
Nestor Plondaya Sp. Int.
(By: Ding & Baby)

4:30 p.m.

† Marygrace Dunn

(By: Richard J. Dunn & Maryanne Daly)

Sunday, Dec. 9
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.

† Alfred Barzoloski
(By: Maria Barzolowski)
† Thomas Patrick Mullaney
(By: Mary Molly Mullaney)

11:30 a.m.

† Mari-Carmen Rosadi
(By: Fr. Tony)

6:45 p.m.

† Daniel Illenberger
(By: Marilu Illenberger)

Monday, Dec. 3
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Hall
7:00 p.m.
Liturgy Comm./Rectory
Tuesday, Dec. 4
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Dec. 5
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/EC
Thursday, Dec. 6
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
Men’s Club/Hall
Friday, Dec. 7
1:00 p.m.
School Social/Hall
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Dec. 8
9:00 a.m.
Book Club/Conf. Room
Sunday, Dec. 9
10:30 a.m. Men’s Club Pancake Breakfast/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

First Sunday of Advent

Saturday:

First Sunday of Advent;
Hanukkah begins
St. Francis Xavier
St. John Damascene
St. Nicholas
St. Ambrose; First Friday
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

December 2, 2018
I will raise up for David a just shoot;
he shall do what is right and just in the
land.— Jeremiah 33:15

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The days are coming
when the LORD will fulfill the promise made
to Israel and Judah (Jeremiah 33:14-16).
Psalm — To you, O Lord, I lift my soul
(Psalm 25).

Second Reading — Abound in love for
one another and for all (1Thessalonians 3:12
— 4:2).

Gospel — Stand erect and raise your heads; your redemption is at hand (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36).

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick. May they
know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh.

Please call the office to add or remove names.

PROPER ROLE
Money is a terrible master but an excellent servant.
—P. T. Barnum

St. Stephen Giving Tree
Please help make a child smile
this Christmas

St. Stephen Men’s Club
Proudly Presents

2018 ANNUAL HOLIDAY
PANPCAKE BREAKFAST
Sunday, December 9
@ Donworth Hall
following the 9:30 Mass
Guests are treated to:
A Visit from Santa
Photo Booth
Arts & Crafts

December 10 is the deadline.

Christmas Music by: Sacred
Heart Cathedral Preparatory

San Francisco Interfaith Council

Winter Shelter Program Dinner

Delicious Breakfast provided by:

St. Vincent De Paul Society
The St. Stephen’s SVDP will be hosting
a "Safeway Gift Card Drive” for the
needy families of St. Peter’s school to
those who need assistance to purchase
groceries. We will just be collecting
gift cards to Safeway since this is the
grocery store nearest to these families live.
Your donations will help families put food on their table
for when their funds have run short. We will be collecting Safeway gift cards through December 10th. If you
would like to donate, you may drop off your gift card at
the Parish Office or mail it to St. Stephen’s.
Please write the amount of your gift card somewhere on the
gift card and place your gift card in an envelope marked
“Gift Card for St. Peter’s”. All contributions are welcome.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 2 - Shawna Stecher
Sunday, Dec. 9 - Faith Formation
Sunday, Dec. 16 - Parish Council

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 11/25/18
2nd Collection: St. Patrick Seminary

Won’t you please help out someone less
fortunate by taking an ornament off the
Christmas trees located in the vestibule of
the church? By taking an ornament for a child or adult in
need, you will be making their Christmas brighter. For
most of these children and adults, this may be the only
gift they will receive. The gifts will be going to children
and homeless adults at St. Peter’s, St. Martin’s de Porres.
Please return your wrapped gift and tape the ornament to
the outside of your package by December 10th. Thank you
for your kindness and generosity.

$ 5,794.00
$ 2,013.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts
with a loving and generous increase to God

The response to participate in this program has been outstanding! All but a
few slots have been filled in. If you are
still interested, please let Deacon Olet
(olet_abad@yahoo.com) know and he will create a waiting list or write you down in one of the few available
empty slots. For those who signed up, we will call to
remind you what you signed up for and other particulars.
Again, the details for this event are as follows:
What:
Feeding dinner for 100 homeless men
When: 18-19 December 2018, time to be determined
Where: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Keep your eyes open for further announcements!

St. Stephen Parish Presents
A Parish & School Community Event

With a Twist of Spain

Watch and savor authentic Spanish Paella
cooked on-site

Saturday, January 19, 2019
5:30pm – 9:30pm
St. Stephen Donworth Hall

$65 includes appetizers,
dinner & desert
For more informaƟon:
St. Stephen Parish Center
(415) 681-2444

PRAYER FOR ADVENT
Lord of heaven and earth, you have come to lead
your people out of darkness into the light of divine love.
Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts so that we may see
clearly our need for a savior. Help us to discover your
presence in our world, especially in the needy ones in our
families and neighborhoods. In the midst of all our preoccupations, give us gratitude for our blessings. May we
become ever more certain that our true joy can be found
in you alone. Amen.

SOME ADVENT HUMOR
A woman was in the mall doing her
Christmas shopping. She was tired of
walking through every aisle of every
store to find just the right present. She
was stressed out by the mounting debt
on her credit card. She was tired of
fighting the crowds and standing in lines for the registers. Her hands were full and when the elevator door
opened, it was full. “Great!” she muttered and the occupants of the elevator, feeling her pain, graciously tightened ranks to allow a small space for her and her load.
As the doors closed she blurted out, “I think whoever
came up with this Christmas junk ought to be found,
strung up and shot!” A few others shook their heads or
grunted in agreement. Then, from somewhere in the back
of the elevator came a single voice that said, “Don’t worry. They already crucified him.”
*******
"Merry Christmas to our Christian friends. Happy
Hanukkah to our Jewish friends. And to our atheist
friends, good luck.”
*********
Typical of last-minute Christmas shoppers, a
mother was running furiously from store to store. Suddenly she became aware that the pudgy little hand of her
three-year-old son was no longer clutched in hers. In
panic she retraced her steps and found him standing with
his little nose pressed flat against a frosty window. He
was gazing at a manger scene. Hearing his mother’s near
hysterical call, he turned and shouted with innocent glee:
"Look Mommy! It’s Jesus - Baby Jesus in the
hay!” With obvious indifference to his joy and wonder,
she impatiently jerked him away saying, "We don’t have
time for that!”

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
As we prepare for the solemnity of Christmas, we look
forward to the joy of the birth of Christ. We hope to express our joy by filling the church with a bountiful display of Poinsettias/Christmas flowers.
If you would like to have one or more Poinsettia/ Christmas flower placed in the church in memory of loved ones,
or to honor someone special, please fill out this form and
return to the O’Reilly Parish Office by:

Thursday, December 21
I would like to have a Poinsettia /Christmas
flower placed in the church in loving memory of:
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
In honor of…………………………………………...…
My name is …………………………………………...
Phone no. ……………….…………………..

Enclosed is $15.00 to cover the cost of each Poinsettia/Christmas Flower

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries.

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 6,572.00.
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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