St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Gratitude
Today, upon a bus,
I saw a very handsome man,
and wished I were as beautiful.
When suddenly he rose to leave,
I saw him hobble down the aisle.
He had one leg and wore a crutch.
But as he passed, he passed a smile.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two legs; the world is mine.
I stopped to buy some candy,
The lad who sold it had such charm,
I talked with him, he seemed so glad,
If I were late, it'd do no harm.
And as I left, he said to me,
"I thank you, you've been so kind.
It's nice to talk with folks like you.
You see," he said, "I'm blind."
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two eyes; the world is mine.

We are Essential:
Free the MASS!

Later while walking down the street,
I saw a child I knew.
He stood and watched the others play,
but he did not know what to do.
I stopped a moment and then I said,
"Why don't you join them dear?"
He looked ahead without a word,
I forgot, he couldn't hear.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine,
I have two ears; the world is mine.
With feet to take me where I'd go,
With eyes to see the sunset's glow,
With ears to hear what I'd know.
With loving family friends to enjoy life
October 4, 2020
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine,
I've been blessed indeed,
the world is mine.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the educaƟon and formaƟon of our people, young and old, and through caring
service and sensiƟve outreach to those in need.
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Advent Week 2

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
John the Baptist is the last prophet before the coming of the Christ, and he
is the first to recognize Jesus once he came. John fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy
as that voice crying out in the desert – prepare the way of the Lord. His
clothing of camel’s hair was traditional garb for prophets, and his diet of
locusts and wild honey perhaps reflected either Jewish purity laws or a particular communal asceticism. As it was, it stood in stark contrast to the finery of the Jewish religious leaders and elders of that time, namely the Sadducees and Pharisees.
Yet John was drawing large crowds to the Jordan riverbank. Some likely came out of desire, believing he would lead them to the Messiah. Others perhaps came out of curiosity. John spoke like
no one else, and called them to conversion, speaking with conviction. With such a following, it
would have been easy for John to proclaim himself the Christ, and even easier for the people to
believe him. Yet his humility and holiness meant that John could not lie or mislead them. He
made it clear that his message and baptism were both inferior to the one, as he said, who is mightier than I.
John’s preparation of the way for Christ is a model for us, especially in this Advent season. He challenges us to consider
whether we lead others to Jesus, or whether our actions are motivated by a need for attention and affirmation. Is our
lived faith attractive to those who have none? This last question is especially important, for while we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth, we also prepare for his Second Coming. And, as Saint Peter says in our second reading, The day of
the Lord will come like a thief.
Peter helps us regain the sense of urgency regarding our preparations for the return of our king, when he says, the Lord
does not delay . . . he is patient with you . . . not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
Jesus is giving the whole world time for conversion; that we might play a part in sharing the Good News of Christ with
the world, for the salvation of the world, is a great and weighty gift. And now is the time.
As we await the new heavens and a new earth, Saint Peter tells us we get to choose what sort of persons [we] ought to
be. We are given these days to grow in holiness and devotion so that we will be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace, when he comes. During this busy time of year, a time when we are doing so much to prepare
for the coming of Christmas, let us make sure to heed the voice crying out in the wilderness – to prepare for the coming
of the Christ, not just as a babe in Bethlehem, but his imminent return in glory as our King.
May your journey through Advent and your life-lived be an example to others and help your feel closer to our Lord as
we prepare to celebrate His birth on Christmas Morning. Father Tony LaTorre

Liturgy and Life
•

Consider John the Baptist’s humility in relation to Jesus. What do your choices say about humility in your relationship with God?

•

What paths need to be straightened in your life?

•

Where do you see kindness and truth meeting? Justice and peace?

WAIT, WATCH,
AND Wander
Watch for signs of Jesus all around you each day.
Watch for someone to hold a door for the next person,
shovel a neighbor’s walk, or help carry something
heavy.
Watch for opportunities to say hello to someone who
looks lonely, cheer up a crying child, or clean up a mess
that you didn’t make. Offer these moments up to Jesus in
silent prayer.
Watch for the first star of the evening one night, then
read from the Bible the story of the star announcing Jesus’ birth in Luke 2:1-20.

Prayer Against Coronavirus
Lord Jesus, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious illness.
For all that have died from it, have mercy,
for those that are ill now, bring healing.
For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them;
for medical caregivers helping the sick,
strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain the spread,
grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace.
May your precious blood be our defense and salvation.
By your grace, may you turn the evil of disease
into moments of consolation and hope.
May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness.
We abandon ourselves to your infinite mercy. Amen.

Stewardship Now : “Are You Ready?”
Some storytellers lead you gently into their tale by setting the scene, introducing characters, unfolding the plot, and
building up tension toward a climax. Mark does not bother with such methods! In his Gospel there are no descriptions of
Jesus’ noble ancestry or of Mary’s pregnancy or the birth in Bethlehem. There are no accounts of shepherds and wise
men, wicked Herod or the journey into Egypt. The whole Gospel is summed up in the words of the very first sentence:
“The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). The word gospel means “good news,” and
Mark brings a particular urgency to the message. The name Jesus is a version of the Hebrew name Joshua—“the Lord
saves”—and Christ is the Greek version of the Hebrew title Messiah, meaning “anointed one.” Anointing was a sacred
act usually conferred on kings. So here, in just one sentence, we are given good news: God is here to save the people
through this anointed one, descendent of kings and a King himself. Jesus’ arrival is announced by his cousin John, who
is the “voice . . . crying out in the desert” (Mark 1:3) also mentioned by the prophet Isaiah. Perhaps John the Baptist’s
own disciples are trying to convince John that he is the promised one, but John knows otherwise. He is not the Messiah;
his task is to prepare the way. He is to baptize with water for the forgiveness of sins, but the one who is to come will
give his life for the forgiveness of sins and will baptize his followers with the Holy Spirit. As we hear again about this
coming Savior, the question we must ask ourselves is, are we ready to receive him? To receive him means being prepared to follow him and do his will.
Advent is a season of patient waiting.
Make an effort to cultivate patience.
Pray for patience with family, especially small children,
with people who are hard to take,
with the petty annoyances of everyday life.

DAILY MASS ON
LIVESTREAM !!!

Ways and Means to Help and
Support Our Church

at 8:00 a.m. on Facebook ,
YouTube & Instagram!
Or go to
ww.SaintStephenSF.org
to attend our daily Mass!

As we go our daily life within the state and city-wide
mandate of “Stay-at-Home” for the next few weeks due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, please remember that we
continue to look forward to your regular weekly donations to sustain our church’s basic operation needs.
You may continue to do so through the following:

Fr. Tony‘s Sunday
Celebration of the Eucharist

Every Sunday, at 9:30 am, we continue to go live
from our St. Stephen Parish website,
www.saintstephensf.org. Click on the Facebook
link on the top of the page and it will directly connect
you to our livestream mass. Here you can participate in the live community chat stream during the
mass.
If you do not have a Facebook account, no need to
worry! Go to our website, www.saintstephensf.org,
scroll down and you will also be able to join the
livestream mass right on our website. You can also
watch our livestream mass every Sunday at 9:30am
via YouTube and Instagram!

For Reflection:
If Jesus were coming today, would he look at our
actions and say,
“Well done”? What have we done for the least of
our brothers and sisters, and thus for him?

1) via your weekly envelope which can either be:
a. Mailed to the Parish Office;
b. Dropped off at our parish office/mailbox slot.
2) If at this time, you are strictly confined in your
home, please consider setting up an online account
through the parish website: www.saintstephensf.org
by:
a. Click the $ Giving button
b. Click on Donation link
c. Follow instructions to set up your account online
3) If neither of the above works for you, please give us a
call at the office, and we will gladly pick up your donation envelope for the parish or help you set up your
online donation.
For more information, please give us a call at 415-6812444. between 9am to 3pm Mondays thru Fridays or
check our website www.saintstephensf.org
St Stephen Church provides Online Giving -- a
convenient and safe way to make a one-time or
recurring donation. Getting started is easy.
Visit www.s aintstephensf.org, click on Donation
link. . When you participate, your gift will be
securely transferred directly into the parish.

Advent Wreath Prayer
Say this prayer every time you light the candle (s)
on your wreath:
“Come, Lord Jesus!
Fill us with your love.”

Monday, Dec 7
8:00 a.m.

† Pietro & Irene Zanzi

Tuesday, Dec 8
8:00 a.m.

† Elena Villa

11:00 a.m.

† Richard & Marygrace Dunn

7:30 p.m.

† Christy Maguire

Wednesday, Dec 9
8:00 a.m.

Perlita Redmond Sp. Int.

(By: Barbara Stephens)

(By: Boquiren Family)
(By: Marianne Daly)

(By: Liam Frost)

(By: Maureen Dowling)

Thursday, Dec 10
8:00 a.m.

† Daniel Illenberger

Friday, Dec 11
8:00 a.m.

† Mabel Perlite

Saturday, Dec 12
8:00 a.m.

† Michael Gragnani

4:30 p.m.

† Guillermo Francisco

Sunday, Dec 13
8:00 a.m.

† Mila Espina

(By: Marilin Illenberger)

(By: Tom & Helen Perlite)

(By: Diane Gragnani)

(By: Gilbert & Vicky Francisco)

(By: Dorothy Over)

9:30 a.m.

Robert Liam Sp Int
(By: Lolo & Lola Cags)

11:30 a.m.

† Terresita Abad
(By: Sue Fishera)

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020
Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill
— Isaiah 40:4
shall be made low.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The rugged land shall be made a plain;
the rough country, a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11).
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us
your salvation (Psalm 85).
Second Reading — Conduct yourselves in holiness, hastening the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14).
Gospel — I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8).

Ministers of the Word (Lectors)

The lector books for the new Liturgical Year are available in the Parish Office. You are welcome to drop by
and pick yours up, during office hours.

Inspiration for the Season
Saint Nicholas
December 6

The real Saint Nicholas was a bishop
in the first part of the fourth century in
what is today Turkey. He was known
to be kind and generous to people in
need: legend has it that he tossed a bag of gold coins into
the window of a poor merchant’s home one night so that
the merchant’s eldest daughter would have a dowry and
could marry. He did the same the next year for the middle daughter, and again the following year for the third
daughter. Many families today celebrate Saint Nicholas’
feast day on December 6. Children set out shoes the
night before, hoping to find them filled with coins (or
gold-wrapped chocolate coins).

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Ambrose;
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday: St. Juan Diego
Thursday: International Human Rights Day;
Hanukkah begins at sunset
Friday: St. Damasus I
Saturday: Our Lady of Guadalupe

lease pray for the sick and homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the
sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Gabriel Agudo, Isabela Vicente, Marino Tulao,
Rommel Plondaya, Robert Liam,
Zaida Ysip, Leanna Mossi, Elena Amaya, Eden Finn,
Edileide Jose Barbosa, Kenneth Fambrini,
Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, Marc Gutierres,
Kevin King, Marla Moso, Joel Rivera, Anna Thompson,
Gwendolyn Walsh, Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office to add or remove names

USE YOUR TALENT

Having only modest talent is no excuse for not using it.
Think what the morning would be like if only talented
—Anonymous
birds sang!

Additional “Thoughts” to Ponder!
1) We need to make use of Advent as a season of reflection and preparation. We are invited by the Church to prepare
for Christmas. Christmas is the time for reflection and personal renewal in preparation for the coming of Jesus into
our lives. Through the section of his letter which we read today, St. Peter reminds us, on the one hand, of God's
great desire to come into our lives and, on the other, of our need to be prepared for that event when it happens. We
want God's help and comfort, but we are not always prepared to change our ways to enhance genuine conversion.
For God to come to us, we also need to go to Him. We need to let every day become Christmas and the “Day of the
Lord” for each one of us.
2) We need to accept Jesus instead of ignoring him during this Christmas season. It was their stubborn pride and selfcenteredness, which blinded the eyes of the Jews and kept them from recognizing Jesus as their long-awaited Messiah. The same stubborn pride, the same exaggerated sense of our own dignity, blinds the intellects of many of us today who not only fail to accept Christ and his good tidings, but also prevent others from accepting him. The mad
rush for earthly possessions and pleasures, the casting-off of all the reasonable restraints and restrictions which are
so necessary for the survival of human society, the rejection of all things spiritual in man's make-up, the general incitement of the animal instincts in man – all these are signs of the rejection of Christ. Let us accept Jesus as our personal Savior and Lord during this Christmas season and remain, or become, true Christians in our daily conduct. Let
us use these days of preparation for Christmas to ready ourselves for Christ’s daily coming and Second Coming,
remembering that the Second Coming will occur for each one of us on the day of our death, or on the Day of the
Lord, whichever comes first.
3) We need to become preachers of the Good News: John’s preaching reminds us also of our important task of announcing Christ to others through our lives at home and in the community. When we show real love, kindness, mercy and a spirit of forgiveness, we are announcing the truth that Christ is with us. Thus, our lives become a kind of
Bible which others can read. John the Baptist invites us to turn this Advent season into a real spiritual homecoming
by making the necessary preparations for the arrival of the Savior and his entrance into our lives.

Today’s Humor
The New Priest wasn’t aware of the
code word There was this priest who
got sick of all the people in his parish
who kept confessing of adultery.
One Sunday, in the pulpit, he said, “If I hear one more
person confess to adultery, I’ll quit!”
Well, everyone liked him , so they came up with a code
word. Someone who had committed adultery would say
they had “fallen”. This seemed to satisfy the old priest
and things went well, until the priest died at a ripe old
age.
About a week after the new priest arrived, he visited the
mayor of the town and seemed very concerned. The
priest said, “You have to do something about the sidewalks in town. When people come into the confessional,
they keep talking about having fallen.”
The mayor started to laugh, realizing that no-one had
told the new priest about the code word.
Before the mayor could explain, the priest shook an accusing finger at the mayor and said, “I don’t know what
you’re laughing about. Your wife fell three times this
week.”

Advent Activity

Second Week of Advent
Last Sunday we lit the first Candle, the candle of Hope.
Today we light the second candle, the candle of peace.
Even as we light it we know that peace is elusive, and in
some parts of our world, almost completely absent. Yet
in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from our world. God is always preparing something
new. And even where there is war and discord, whether
between countries, within families, or even within our
own hearts, God is present, gentle leading us to new possibilities if we open our hearts to His Plan.

Prayer at Home
Loving God, during this time of preparation and planning, we thank you for the hope and peace you offer us.
Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace
that comes from justice. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you; that we may walk in the light of Christ.

Try to:
•
•
•
•
•

Take your encouragement from Christ, that your joy
may be complete.
Share in the Spirit; find consolation in love.
Practice a ministry of humility and compassion.
God is at work in you; welcome Him into your heart.
Live a life worthy of the Gospel.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 8
We need to be pure and holy like our Heavenly Mother. Every mother
wants her children to inherit or acquire all her good qualities. Hence, our
Immaculate and holy mother wants us to be holy and pure children. The
original sin from which Mary was preserved is the original sin from which
we have been freed. The grace of Christ that was hers is the same grace of
Christ that is ours. Mary is significant for us because the central factors in
her life are the central factors in our own. Perhaps the lesson is that, no matter in which direction we may be facing, we need Mary Immaculate in our
lives in order to remember who Christ is and who we ourselves are.
We need to be thankful and humble. Mary’s sinlessness was a gift from
God, given to her right from the very moment of her conception. Equally, it
is by the grace of God that we have received a new heart, a new spirit and the indwelling Holy Spirit to raise us to the level of holiness that the Blessed Virgin Mary enjoyed during her earthly life.
Through Faith in Jesus and through the Sacrament of Baptism, having been born again of water and
Spirit, we have been adopted into the Body of Christ in the living Hope of receiving our salvation.
Through our living Faith, including the reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we restore the
righteousness of our souls. Through the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, we abide in Jesus and Jesus in us, this leading us towards our salvation. [Jn 6:56]. Hence, those of us who happen to be holy,
who sin less than the average sinner, should regard our holiness as basically a gift of God and not
our own achievement. Our attitude should then be characterized by two basic attitudes, thankfulness to God, and humility before those who are naturally and spiritually less-gifted than we are.
Like Mary, we need to say “’Yes” to God: God invites each one of us to continue Mary’s “Yes” by
welcoming Jesus and making room for him in our lives. Let us ask her to obtain for us the grace to
respond as generously to God's call as she did, and to be as faithful in discipleship to her Son as she
was. On this feast day, let us ask her to be with us, to guide us, to protect us through her prayers of
intercession with her Son, and to share her privilege with us, making our bodies worthy resting
places for her son.

St. Stephen Book Club

St Stephen’s Book Club meets virtually
via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. on the 2nd Saturday
of each month. Anyone interested is invited to join us. Email Mary Molly to receive the Zoom invite link. The next
books we are reading:
November book: The Second Mountain:
The Quest for A Moral Life by David
Brooks
December book: The Fisherman's Tomb:
The True Story of the Vatican's Secret
Search by John O'Neill.

NEED A PRIESTLY VISIT?

Please know that if you are homebound, sick, aging, preparing for a surgical procedure, recovering from a surgical procedure. Or find yourself in the hospital unexpectedly – your pastor is most happy to visit you with Holy
Communion and Anointing of the Sick. One does NOT
have to be in a state of “end-of-life” for the anointing. It
can be administered to any one, at any time one feels
physically or emotionally “low” in life. Please call the
office if we can help. We have been finding out about
“sick” parishioners “when it is too late.” Please give us
a call – we are here for you!

St. Stephen Parish

CRABFEED

FREEDOM
Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for
themselves and under a just God cannot long retain it.

—Abraham Lincoln

January 23, 2021

www.saintstephensf.org or 415-681-2444

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2020-2021
ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY

CONTACT PERSON

• Altar Servers

Giovanna Hrvatin

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

• Altar Society

Joan Leehane

School Principal

• Bridge Group

Helen Perlite

• Caritas

Nellie Hizon

• Church Hospitality

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Communion Ministers

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Faith Formation

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Fifty Plus Club

Helga D’Arcy

• Finance Council

Laura Birsinger

• Grief Support

Clergy

• Lectors

Mary Molly Mullaney

• Liturgy Committee

Fr. Tony

• Marriage Preparation

Clergy

• Men’s Club

Ryan Gille

• Parish Council

Vicky Francisco

• RCIA

Mary Molly Mullaney

• St. Stephen Book Club

Mary Molly Mullaney

• St. Vincent de Paul

Julie O’Callaghan

• Ushers

Bob Anthony

• Women’s Guild

Courtney Cassinelli

Carol P Cagalingan
Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Permanent Deacon

Mary Molly Mullaney
Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Liturgy Director (Temp). ext. 1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

Steven Angelucci
Music/Choir Director, ext 8

Ed Prete
Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

Millo Mau Pasquini

Daniel Ho A. Haryasyah
Sexton

(Environment, Sound & Lighting)

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us!
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection basket, by
mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 415-681-2444 or at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________________ Contact Phone __________________________
Email ______________________________________________
Complete Mailing Address ________________________________________ City/Zip ___________________
Weekly Sunday envelopes , circle one: Yes No, but commit to participate thru Online Giving.
I am interested in assisting the Parish in an organization or ministry as (Please encircle your choice/s):
Acolyte/Altar Service, Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher, Hospitality after
Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir, Lector &/or Holy Communion Ministers, Parish Center Front Office Volunteer.
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