St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

December 9, 2018

The Second Sunday of Advent
Many of us have likely heard the phrase “All roads lead to Rome.” The Roman
Empire prided itself on its complex system of roads connecting every part of the
empire with the capital. These stone-paved roads stretched throughout Europe,
Asia, North Africa and the Middle East. They were built by slaves and paid for
by taxes from conquered lands. These roads were feats of engineering, passing
over hills and mountains, under aqueducts, taking many twists and turns to
avoid nature’s obstacles. They were anything but straight.
John the Baptist would have traveled Roman roads many times in his life, as did
those who came out into the desert to hear him preach. It was there, where the roads end in the desert, that
John tells his disciples to build a new road – one for God’s Son: Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths. John was not telling them to pick up shovels and pick axes. Rather, he prayed that they
might pave a way for the love of the Lord to enter their hearts and touch their souls.
John is the last prophet before Jesus, as well as his first disciple. For those willing to undertake this
ambitious task of making a straight path for the Lord, John tells them they will be met along the way by God
in the flesh. He comes alongside us to assist us in our “road-making” and bridge-building, making winding
roads both straight and smooth, by forgiving us our sins and removing obstacles from our path. Every valley
shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The Lord will purify us, perfect us and prepare
us for himself.
This road work began in us on the day of our baptism, and it continues until
we meet the Lord at our death, as Paul told the Philippians: I am confident of this,
that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it. To help
things along, the Apostle encourages us to increase in knowledge, love and perception, discerning what is of value. This Advent season, what is of greatest value is not
the large number of gifts soon to appear under the tree. Rather, it is the gift of God’s
only Son who hung on the tree of the cross for us and for our salvation.
During this busy season, we do so much to prepare for the coming of Christmas. Let us make sure we spend at least as much effort this Advent season preparing
for the coming of Christ, both his birth in Bethlehem and his return in glory as our
King. At this Eucharistic table, we partake of the promise found in the words of Isaiah, and John: and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. May we too, then, prepare
the way of the Lord as we go forth and proclaim the Good News we have heard and received.
Wishing you a blessed week in your preparations for the coming of Christ.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•

The First Reading tells of God leading “with mercy and justice for company.” What roles do mercy and
justice play in your life?

•

When have you told someone of the great things the Lord has done in your life?

•

During this Advent, how can you “discern what is of value” so that you will be ready to meet Christ?

Advent Meditations
Week 2
Sunday, December 9, 2018 -- Romans 15:7
“Accept one another, then, for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you,”
What better time than Advent and Christmas to learn again how to accept
each other with full hearts. TODAY: If I have committed a grave sin against
someone, would I want to be forgiven? Why should forgiveness be made easy
for me, hard for others? Can I accept people as Christ accepts them?
Monday, December 10, 2018 – Isaiah 35:4
“Tell everyone who is discouraged, be strong and don’t be afraid. God is coming to your rescue.” Discouragement threatens even in a season of expectations. How do I handle discouragement? Brood? Give up? Say it
“wasn’t meant to be?” Let me remember that Jesus never closes the door. TODAY: Who among my friends
seems stalled and disheartened? Let me call that person on the phone and offer a word of reassurance.
Tuesday, December 11, 2018 – Revelation 12:1-2
“There was a woman whose dress was the sun and who had the moon under her feet…..She was soon to give
birth, and the pains and suffering of childbirth made her cry out.” TODAY: Who suffers, cries out for me?
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 – Matthew 11:28
“Come to me, all of you who are tired from carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest.” The heaviest load
carry is my own, misguided self-certainty. The answer is mystery. The answer is with God, and is God. TODAY: What problem have I been trying to solve solely through my own power? In what situation am I acting
as if I am certainly right? How can I turn these over to God? What daily practice will help me live with mystery?
Thursday, December 13, 2018 – Isaiah 41:14
“I, the holy one from Israel, am the one who saves you.” Each Advent we learn to rely on Christ, learn all over
again that it is God who saves us, not we who saves ourselves. Advent is a time for relearning emptiness, making room for God by letting go of self-importance. Learning emptiness is a way of encountering depth. TODAY: Practice doing hidden works of love, known only to God, then hide them even from your memory, so
that you take delight not in your deeds, but in Christ.
Friday, December 14, 2018 – Matthew 11:19
“God’s wisdom is shown to be true by its results.” TODAY: How can I show God’s truth today?
Saturday, December 15, 2018 – Sirach 48:10
“You are destined to calm the wrath of God…. to turn the hearts of parents to their children and to restore the
tribes of Israel.” The peace that Sirach speaks of, the peace that Jesus brings, is not just inner peace but peace
that embraces the social order. TODAY: As an act of peacemaking, write a letter to a spokesperson from your
party who has overstepped the limits of honest dialogue, calling on that person to respect others in public discourse.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

Monday, Dec. 10
8:00 a.m.
† Antonio R. Roque
(By: Ruby Roque)
Tuesday, Dec. 11
8:00 a.m.
† Col. Guillermo Francisco Jr.
(By: Gilby Francisco & Family)

Wednesday, Dec. 12
8:00 a.m.
† Consolacion Salera
(By: Becky P.)

Thursday, Dec. 13
8:00 a.m.
† Naty Cheng

(By: Charlie & Shirley Dee)

Friday, Dec. 14
8:00 a.m.

Aikan & Melody Sp. Int.

(By: Cagalingan Family)

Saturday, Dec. 15
8:00 a.m.
† Mila Espina

(By: Dorothy Over)

4:30 p.m.

† Betty DeFea
(By: Fr. Tony)

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Take off your robe of
mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God (Baruch 5:1-9).

Sunday, Dec. 16
8:00 a.m
† Mihran Sagatelyan
(By: Liam Frost)
9:30 a.m.
† Jacqueline Harrison
(By: Joan & Dan Leehane)

11:30 a.m.

† Ike Deleon

6:45 p.m.

† Maryann Zamora

(By: Maria S. Barzoloski)
(By: Tamase)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2018
God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low.
— Baruch 5:7

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 12/2/18
2nd Collection: Bldg. Maint.

Monday, Dec. 10
12:00 p.m. 50+ Club/Hall
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Hall
Tuesday, Dec. 11
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Play/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Dec. 12
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
St. Vincent De Paul Conf./Conf. Room
Thursday, Dec. 13
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
Friday, Dec. 14
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Dec. 15
6:00 p.m.
Linda Mar Xmas Party/Hall
Sunday, Dec. 16
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

$ 6,014.00
$ 2,063.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 9 - Faith Formation
Sunday, Dec. 16 - Parish Council
Sunday, Dec. 23 - Ushers

Psalm — The Lord has done great
things for us; we are filled with joy
(Psalm 126).
Second Reading — I am confident that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until
the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11).
Gospel — The winding roads shall be made straight, and
the rough ways made smooth (Luke 3:1-6).

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick. May they
know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh.
Please call the office to add or remove names.
of people that we should pray for this month or should
remain on this list longer .

ADVENT – FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Make ready the way of the Lord
A blizzard hit the Kansas prairie. Two feet of snow drifted to five and six feet in places. The
telephone rang in the doctor’s home. The time had come for John Lang’s wife to have her baby. But it was impossible for the doctor to get through those drifts. John Lang called his
neighbors: Can you help the doc to get through? In no time, from all directions, came men and
boys with plows and shovels. They labored with all their might almost for two hours until finally the old doc was able to make it, just in time to deliver the Lang boy. Today, to all of us
comes a call from another Father, God the Father through His prophet Isaiah and repeated by
Jesus’ own cousin John the Baptist: “Make ready the way of the Lord.” But we are called, not
to remove piles of snow, but piles of sin, neglect, thoughtlessness, the things that make it difficult and often impossible for the divine child to be reborn to our hearts and lives.

The Sign of the Cross
In the earliest Baptismal liturgies, after the person had been baptized, he or she appeared before the bishop. The
bishop embraced the new Christian then did something of great significance – the bishop dipped his finger into oil and
made the sign of the cross on the Christian’s forehead. This was known as the signation, the signature. The sign of the
cross upon a person’s forehead was like a brand to show ownership. As sheep are marked to show ownership, so Christians are marked by Baptism to show Who owns them and to Whose flock they belong. By Baptism, Christians are
branded to show Who chose them and Who now owns them. Remember your Baptism.

Be Prepared
Amish do not believe in an ordained ministry. All their religious services are held in private homes. Whenever a
worship service is held, a big black wagon full of benches is driven to the designated home, and the worshipers gather.
No one knows in advance who will preach the morning sermon; the leader for the day is chosen by lot or by last-minute
consensus. Carter asked an Amish bishop how people could prepare a sermon if they didn’t know when they would be
called on, and he replied, with a genuinely modest attitude, “We always have to be prepared.” [(New York: Random
House, Inc., 1996), p. 260.] Wow! Imagine coming to worship never knowing when you might be called on to give the
sermon. It’s hard enough to prepare yourself to listen to a sermon, but what if I unexpectedly called on you to deliver the
message for the day? You would probably come to worship better prepared. So, let’s do a check-list and ask once more,
are we prepared internally to celebrate Christ’s birth?

Prepared, Prepared, Prepared
It is the message of Christmas season. Not because he won't come if we don't, but because we may miss him if we don't.
Eleanor Roosevelt kept up a backbreaking schedule of public appearances with organizations she believed in, mostly
civil rights and humanitarian organizations. She got the reputation in her latter years of being a "do-gooder," which was
used pejoratively when they spoke of her. But she kept it up. Even when she became frail in the latter years of her life
and didn't feel like keeping these appointments, she always did it. She came to one meeting. A man greeted her at the
curb, opened the door of the car. She said, "You'll have to help me out, my head is heavy." He helped her out. Then she
said, "You'll have to keep me steady now as I walk." He held her arm, and they walked over toward the crowd. A little
African-American girl came out of the crowd with an armful of flowers, and presented them to Mrs. Roosevelt. She
turned to the man who helped her, and said, "You see I had to come. I was expected

JOKE OF THE WEEK:
A soap manufacturer and a pastor were walking together down a street in a large city. The soap manufacturer casually said, "The Gospel you preach hasn't done much good, has it? Just observe. There is
still a lot of wickedness in the world, and a lot of wicked people, too!" The pastor made no reply until
they passed a dirty little child making mud pies in the gutter. Seizing the opportunity, the pastor said, "I see that
soap hasn't done much good in the world either; for there is much dirt still here, and many dirty people are still
around." The soap man said, "Oh, well, soap only works when it is applied." And the pastor said, "Exactly! So, it
is with the Gospel."

Attention all Lectors and
Eucharistic Ministers:
Please submit your availability for the next quarter
(January - March) to the appropriate mass coordinator by December 11.
If you are interested in joining our ministry as a Lector and/or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, please contact Rhonda Smith at the parish office
(ext. 8) or email music@saintstephensf.org

Advent Taizé Prayer Service
Please join us for an evening of prayer and meditation on Tuesday December 18th from 7:008:00pm in the church.
What is Taize? Taizé Prayer is an hour-long meditative candle-lit service that centers around music,
prayer, and silence, to quiet the mind, open the heart
and feed the soul…time of quiet and solitude in the
presence of God. A few words sung over and over
again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer.
They express a basic reality of faith that can be
grasped quickly by the heart and intellect, gradually
penetrating the whole being.
Father Tony will be available to hear confessions
during the prayer service.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
As we prepare for the solemnity of Christmas, we look
forward to the joy of the birth of Christ. We hope to express our joy by filling the church with a bountiful display of Poinsettias/Christmas flowers.
If you would like to have one or more Poinsettia/ Christmas flower placed in the church in memory of loved ones,
or to honor someone special, please fill out this form and
return to the O’Reilly Parish Office by:

Thursday, December 21
I would like to have a Poinsettia /Christmas
flower placed in the church in loving memory of:
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
In honor of…………………………………………...…
My name is …………………………………………...
Phone no. ……………….…………………..

Enclosed is $15.00 to cover the cost of each Poinsettia/Christmas Flower

St. Stephen Parish Presents
A Parish & School Community Event
Saturday, January 19, 2019
5:30pm – 9:30pm
St. Stephen Donworth Hall

$65 per person - includes appetizers,
dinner & desert
Table of 10 - $585.00
(Reserve early !)
For more informaƟon:
St. Stephen Parish Center
(415) 681-2444

San Francisco Interfaith Council

Winter Shelter Program Dinner
The response to participate in this program
has been outstanding! All but a few slots
have been filled in. If you are still interested, please contact Deacon Olet at
(olet_abad@yahoo.com).
What:
Feeding dinner for 100 homeless men
When: 18-19 December 2018, time to be determined
Where: St. Mary’s Cathedral

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries.

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 5,874.00.

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2018-2019

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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