St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

December 16 Third Sunday of Advent

December 16, 2018

The Third Sunday of Advent
This third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday – a
rejoicing reflected in rose vestments and the choice of Scriptures. We are
more than halfway through our season of vigilant preparation and persevering prayer, as we ready ourselves to both celebrate the coming of
Christ in history and look forward to his return in glory. For Christians, this theme of rejoicing lies at the heart of our faith. Even if we are struggling with life’s great issues, we are still
called to be people of joy and to be ready to share that joy with others.
So what does this spiritual or holy joy look like? Clearly, it is not the same as pleasure or human
satisfaction – these are emotions that are short-lived and derived from the external, they are what we perceive and experience. Spiritual joy arises from our interior life – our relationship with the divine. Like a well bubbling up from the
depths of the earth, spiritual joy wells up even in the midst of life’s struggles and becomes the hallmark of the true
Christian.
Zephaniah is exultant in his description of God’s faithfulness and promise. Saint Paul, too, wants his community
in Philippi to be joyful, not with a superficial rejoicing but with a joy that flows from the Lord as they await his imminent return in glory. To maintain this joy, Paul reminds them to stay prayerful at all times.
Yet in the midst of all this rejoicing, we hear another voice –the Baptist calling us to repentance and justice But
it is the question put to John that catches our attention – what should we do? It’s a practical question, and John has practical answers. They are not to retreat from life, but be converted to a just way of living. They are not simply to put on
sack-cloth and ashes or retreat to the Temple, but be sensitive to the needs of justice – to be sharers rather than takers.
Tax-collectors are not to resign but be just, soldiers are not told to desert but to use their power fairly. This is a Gospel
of people power, where the message can change the very face of the world.
And what must we do? How can we bring about change in our world? As spouses and family members, we can
strive to love with a God-like love. As parents and guardians, we can teach our children that their true value lies not in
material things or the latest gadget or brand, but in how they treat others and serve the less fortunate. As civic-minded
people, by using our freedom to serve our community. As employers and employees, by paying a just wage and working
hard. And as Christians, by being faithful to the Gospel and rejoicing in God’s presence and promise! The list is endless
– and it is only when we are faithful to Christ that we will know real joy and understand the challenging hope of Advent.
May your Advent journey continue to be a joyful and spiritual one as we journey together towards the Nativity
of our Lord.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How can you make the final period of Advent one in which you rejoice because of God’s presence in your life?
What difference does your Baptism make in your life?
During this Advent, have you asked in prayer what you should do t follow the Lord?

Advent Taizé Prayer Service
Please join us for an evening of prayer and meditation on Tuesday
December 18th from 7:00-8:00pm in the church.
What is Taize? Taizé Prayer is an hour-long meditative candle-lit service that centers around
music, prayer, and silence, to quiet the mind, open the heart and feed the soul…time of quiet and solitude in the presence of God. A few words sung over and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer. They express a basic
reality of faith that can be grasped quickly by the heart and intellect, gradually penetrating the whole being.
Father Tony will be available to hear confessions during the prayer service.

Monday, Dec. 17
8:00 a.m.
D. A. Sp. Int.
(By: Money Counters)
Tuesday, Dec. 18
8:00 a.m.
Donna & Noel Ysip Sp. Int.
(By: Mom & Dad)

Wednesday, Dec. 19
8:00 a.m.
† Lucita Sityar

(By: Garcia & Campbell Family)

Thursday, Dec. 20
8:00 a.m.
† Alfred Barzoloski

(By: Maria S. Barzoloski)

Friday, Dec. 21
8:00 a.m.
† Schultz

(By: Helga D’arcy)

Saturday, Dec. 22
8:00 a.m.
† Pearl LaBelle

(By: Eileen Rodman)

4:30 p.m.

TODAY’S READINGS

† Michael Gragnani
(By: Gragnani Family)

Sunday, Dec. 23
8:00 a.m
† Antonio Diaz
(By: Gilby Francisco & Family)
9:30 a.m.
† Larry Lee Tucker
(By: Margarita Solis-Tucker)
11:30 a.m.
† Suzie Barzoloski
(By: Maria Barzoloski)

6:45 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 17
4:00 p.m.
Faith Formation/Church & Hall
Tuesday, Dec. 18
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:00 p.m.
Women’s Guild/Hall
7:00 p.m.
Taize Service/Church
Wednesday, Dec. 19
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/E.C.
Thursday, Dec. 20
12:00 p.m. Hot Lunch/EC
Friday, Dec. 21
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
Saturday, Dec. 22
Sunday, Dec. 23
7:00 p.m.
Adult Volleyball/Gym

† Jesus De Jesus
(By: Cindy De Jesus)

First Reading — Your God will sing joyfully because of
you, as one sings at festivals (Zephaniah 3:14-18a).
Psalm — Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you
is the great and Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 12:6).
Second Reading — Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall
say it again: rejoice! (Philippians 4:4-7).
Gospel — Whoever who has two cloaks should share
with the person who has none. Whoever who has food
should do likewise (Luke 3:10-18).

Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Third Sunday of Advent
December 16, 2018
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, you have
no further misfortune to fear.
— Zephaniah :15b

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 12/9/18
2nd Collection: Bldg. Loan
Saturday, Immaculate Conception

$ 7,336.00
$ 3,369.00
$ 1,798.00

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 16 - Parish Council
Sunday, Dec. 23 - Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 30 - Nellie Hizon

IMPRESSIONABLE
A child’s life is like a piece of paper on which every
passerby leaves a mark.
—Ancient Chinese proverb

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our
book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh.
Please call the office to add or remove names.
of people that we should pray for this month or should
remain on this list longer .

Christmas Schedule
2018
Simbang Gabi “Dawn” Mass,
Dec 16-24, 6:00am

4th Sunday of Advent, Dec 23
at St. Stephen Church, 451 Eucalyptus Drive,
San Francisco, CA 94132
December 16-24, 2018 6:00 a.m.
Host and Celebrant Schedule
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

Dec. 16 SFB Knights of Columbus
Rev. Peterson Tieng
Dec. 17 Myanmar Rev. Francis Htun
Dec. 18 St. Finn Barr Rev. William
McCain
Dec. 19 St. Brendan Rev. Celestine Tyowua
Dec. 20 St. Cecilia Msgr. Romulo Vergara
Dec. 21 FAFNet Rev. Peterson Tieng
Dec. 22 St. Stephen Rev. Tony LaTorre
Dec. 23 St. Gabriel Rev. Tom Hamilton
Dec. 24 Most Rev. William Justice, Ret.
Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco

Gospel Themes
Dec. 16
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 22
Dec. 23
Dec. 24

"…but one mightier than I is coming…"
The Genealogy
The Angel appeared to Saint Joseph in a dream
Zechariah rendered speechless
The Annunciation
The Visitation
The Magnificat
The Visitation
The Canticle of Zechariah

Deacon Rory Desmond
In response to several inquiries from parishioners, we
have just been informed that Deacon Rory Desmond has
requested a transfer to another parish assignment. We
have yet to officially hear where that would be.
In behalf of the parish staff and parishioners, we thank
Deacon Rory for his several years of dedicated service to
the people and programs of St Stephen Parish.

Bulletin Announcments
Send your St. Stephen bulletin announcements ( anniversaries, baptisms, etc) via e-mail to
e.prete@saintstephensf.org.

Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am
(No 6:45pm mass)

Christmas Eve, Monday Dec. 24
4:30pm Family Mass
10:00pm Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Nativity
(Prelude Music 9:30pm)

Christmas Day, Tuesday Dec. 25
8:00, 9:30am Mass of the Lord’s Nativity

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph, Sunday Dec. 30
(Regular Sunday Mass Schedule)
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am, 6:45pm

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God & New
Year’s Day, Tuesday Jan. 1
9:30am Mass only

GAUDETE SUNDAY
The third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete Sunday” because the Mass for today (in its original Latin text), begins with the opening antiphon: “Gaudete
in Domino semper” --“Rejoice in the Lord always.”
To remind ourselves that we are preparing for the
very joyful occasion of the birth of Jesus, we light
the rose candle, and the priest may wear rose vestments. The common theme of the day’s Scripture
readings is one of joy and encouragement. The readings urge us to make the preparations required of us
as we await the rebirth of
Jesus in our hearts and
lives. Holy Scripture reminds us that the coming
of Jesus, past, present and
future, is the reason for
our rejoicing.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

St. Stephen Parish Presents
A Parish & School Community Event
Saturday, January 19, 2019
5:30pm – 9:30pm
St. Stephen Donworth Hall

$65 per person - includes appetizers,
dinner & desert
Table of 10 - $585.00

(Reserve early !)

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
As we prepare for the solemnity of Christmas, we look
forward to the joy of the birth of Christ. We hope to express our joy by filling the church with a bountiful display of Poinsettias/Christmas flowers.
If you would like to have one or more Poinsettia/ Christmas flower placed in the church in memory of loved ones,
or to honor someone special, please fill out this form and
return to the O’Reilly Parish Office by:

Thursday, December 21

For more informaƟon:
St. Stephen Parish Center
(415) 681-2444

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Years ago, the trick question on religion quizzes
would be to name all the liturgical colors, or the colors of
the vestments worn at Mass. Rose is a color seldom seen,
used at most two days a year. Today, “Gaudete Sunday,”
is one of those days. The name of the day is drawn from
an opening verse in the old Latin Mass texts: Gaudete is
Latin for “Rejoice!” This year’s Gospel certainly reflects
that mood as Elizabeth feels her infant within her leaping
for joy at the presence of Mary. Mary’s visit to her aged
cousin is an act of compassion between women, as two
kinswomen who are bearing children into the world share
their joy.
Some churches retain the custom of having the priest
wear rose vestments today, and many will use a rose candle in the Advent wreath. Violet is the official color for
Advent and Lent, but many parishes employ different
hues for each season, trying to keep them distinct. In medieval times, dye was costly, and poor parishes used unornamented plain cloth for vestments. Dyes were expensive and some colors, particularly purple, difficult to
achieve. In England, purple dye was made from mollusks, yielding at best a deep indigo or blue and not the
desired violet. Thus, the color of Advent in the British
Isles has long been a deep blue, reminding many people
of Mary’s presence at the heart of the Advent mystery.
That theology is largely unplanned: it’s all because of the
clams!
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.m

I would like to have a Poinsettia /Christmas
flower placed in the church in loving memory of:
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
In honor of

………………………………………...…

My name is ..…………………………………………...
Phone no. ……………….………………….…………..

Enclosed is my donation of $ __________ to cover
the cost of each Poinsettia/Christmas Flower

Electric Portable Space Heater Safety
When the weather turns cold, it can bring a chill into our
homes. Portable space heaters have become a popular way to
supplement central heating or heat one room. If you plan to use
portable electric space heaters, make sure to follow these tips
and recommendations:

Heater Checklist
• Purchase a heater with the seal of an independent testing laboratory.
• Keep the heater at least 3 feet (1 metre) away from anything
that can burn, including people.
• Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection.
• Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries.

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 5,874.00.

San Francisco Interfaith Council

Winter Shelter Program Dinner
DATE - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2018
TIME – 5:00 PM TO 8:00 PM – DINNER SERVED AT 7:00 PM
LOCATION – ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL
STEWS/CASSEROLES – To provide main dish containing meat, starch, grains and vegetables. Each casserole or stew
is to serve 10 and presented in a disposable container – unless you are also serving and can be responsible for your
own containers. DROP OFF TIME FOR ALL FOOD ITEMS AT THE PARISH OFFICE (O’REILLY CENTER) 4:00-4:30 PM FOR
BOTH DAYS.

COOKIES – 10 Dozen Cookies needed

STEWS/CASSEROLES

FRUIT

FRANK CASSINELLI
NANCY BUCKLEY
NORMA GARCIA-KENNEDY
ISABELLA ROVETTI / AMANDA
MAIRA HALLINAN
BARBARA CONTI
KAREN LEACH
MARIA AMORA
RITA HACK

provide approximately 10 cups of fruit each
GAIL CRONIN
MARTA BAYOL
LETTY MORRIS
VILLAMAYOR FAMILY
CARLOS ZIDEK
MAUREEN KIERNAN

WE NEED 4 MORE!

FRANK CASSINELLI
JAN DORSEY
NAOMI AU
ISABELLA ROVETTI /
AMANDA
HANNAH MORELLO
OLIVIA SCHOT
BIANCA HALLINAN
MEYVELYN PATRICIO
CHARLENE AVILA
LETTY MORRIS

SERVERS/FOOD TRANSPORTERS; help serve our guests from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm. PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR OWN
APRONS, OVEN MITTS AND SERVING UTENSILS
SERVERS

ISA LANDERS - 1
BAUTISTA FAMILY - 4
KYLIE LANDERS - 1
VILLAMAYOR FAMILY – 3
(WE NEED 5 MORE FAMILIES TO HELP SERVE)

FOOD TRANSPORT - LEAVE PARISH OFFICE (O’REILLY CENTER) AT 5:00 PM ENROUTE TO ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL
CARLOS ZIDEK
JACK D’ANGELO
(WE NEED TWO MORE FOOD TRANSPORTERS AS OF 12/10/2018)

This Week’s Humor
I once heard of a Christian speaker who declared rhetorically, expecting the answer "Yes"': "If you had two houses, you would give one to the poor, wouldn't
you?" "Yes," said the man to whom the question was directed, "indeed I would." "And if you
had two cars," went on the speaker, "you would keep one and give the other away?" "Yes, of
course," said the man. "And if you had two shirts, you would give one away?" "Hey, wait a
minute," said the man, "I've got two shirts."
* * * * * * * *

An elderly woman walked into the local country church. A friendly usher greeted her at the
door and helped her up the flight of steps. "Where would you like to sit?" he asked “The front row please," she answered.
"You really don't want to do that," the usher said. "The pastor is really boring with his long Advent homilies” "Do you
happen to know who I am?" asked the woman. "No," said the usher. I’m the pastor's mother," she replied indignant-

ly. "Do you know who I am?" the usher asked. “No," she said. "Good." Said the usher.
* * * * * *

After the Baptism of his baby brother in Church one Sunday, little Johnny sobbed all the way home in the back seat of
the car. His father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied, "That priest said he wanted us
brought up in a Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys!" Father got the message and they began to go to
Church regularly... Needless to say, the family had a bit of catching up to do. One day the Sunday School Teacher
asked Johnny, "Now, Johnny, tell me – do you say prayers before eating?” “No ma'am," little Johnny replies, "I don't
have to. My Mom is a good cook."
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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