St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

Sunday, December 23, 2018

December 23, 2018

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
.Today, as we begin this very short Fourth Week of Advent, the readings give
us much to reflect on about Jesus – God’s gift to all of us. Micah tells the Israelites
that from Bethlehem shall come a ruler, whose origin is from of old, and he will stand
firm and shepherd his flock, God’s people. The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that
Jesus did not come to offer God holocausts and sin offerings, but obedience to his Father’s will. Finally, Elizabeth, formerly barren, is with child and she greets as Lord
the unborn child that her young kinswoman is carrying.
Jesus far exceeds our imagination in both his power and his humility. We are assured throughout the
readings about the greatness of Jesus: he is to be the ruler of Israel for all time, with greatness and majesty.
Elizabeth recognizes him for who he is: the Son of God, the blessed fruit of Mary’s womb.
Yet, even as we recognize the greatness of Jesus, we know of how humbly and quietly he came into
the world – born in a tiny village that was too small to be among the clans of Judah – and born to a young
peasant girl who was also a virgin, from an unknown town, Nazareth. He came in humble obedience to God,
and lived his entire life following God’s will – even to the point of rejection and of suffering terribly on a
cross. As we learn in the Letter to the Hebrews, through Jesus’ offering of himself and his complete obedience
to God’s will, he consecrated a people for God, once for all.
As people consecrated to God through Jesus, we can continue in our lives the work our Savior began
when he was born in a manger. The readings remind us that God was able to work through a very small town,
a humble young virgin, an older woman who was presumed to be sterile, and a tiny baby. This great God –
who created a vast universe virtually out of nothing – can also do much in our lives, through our limited resources, time and talents.
So, as we celebrate in three days the gift that God gave us through the Incarnation of his Son, let us
also pray that we can be gifts to one another and to those whom God has sent us to serve. Let us pray for obedient hearts, that we might always strive to know God’s will in our lives and to follow that will. Let us pray
that, like Elizabeth, we might be enlightened by the Holy Spirit to see God’s work in unexpected places and
people.
And let us pray that, like Mary, we can give birth to Jesus in our world today –
that through us, Jesus might be the Shepherd of the troubled souls whom we encounter in
our daily lives. May we at all times, throughout our lives, allow Jesus to do the will of
God through us, in whatever big or small way he chooses.
Father Tony
LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How do today’s readings shows God raising the lowly?
What is your attitude toward those of humble statue in society’s eyes?
How might looking to Mary strengthen your life of faith?

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
A difficult challenge in many Christian circles is to attempt to read the whole
Bible in a year. In doing this, a person begins with the Book of Genesis with the creation of the world and ends with the new heavens and the new earth in Revelation;
they begin with Adam and end with Jesus. What becomes abundantly clear as a person works their way through the Bible is that this is a love story. The entire Bible is
a love story, a real-life tale of God seeking after us. From the very beginning of
time, God has had a plan -– a plan to offer us salvation and to fill us with his love.
That plan finds its realization today. God has entered into human history, He has
taken on our nature; he is Emmanuel – God is with us.
Today we celebrate the fact that God has pursued us with reckless love. That throughout all of human
history, he never gave up on us, but continued to call us into a relationship with him. The glory that we experience today is that Jesus freely chose to take on our nature in order to offer us salvation. No more shall people
call you “Forsaken,” or your land “Desolate,” Isaiah says, but you shall be called “My Delight”, and your
land “Espoused.” For the Lord delights in you. This delight is not just a feeling or sentiment, but has resulted
in action – today Jesus Christ is born for us.
But we must recognize that God will never force himself upon us. He will call and invite, but never
demand. Joseph models a proper response to God’s invitation. Even when he doesn’t completely understand,
even when he’s confused about how or why God is acting in a certain way, he still chooses to obey. Because
of this, Joseph took Mary into his home to care for her and protect her, and Jesus was born. The angel had
promised him, She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins. When we participate and obey God’s plan for us, amazing things will happen.
As we celebrate God’s love for us during this Christmas season, we recognize that God wants to work
in and through us like he did with Joseph and Mary. In following God’s plan for our life, we are able to bring
Jesus into the world.
May you and your families have a blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy 2019. I thank you for
being part of our Saint Stephen family and for your constant support of our programs and ministries.
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How do you experience the light of God’s love differently this Christmas than last year?
What does being a child of God mean to you?
Moses brought the law and Jesus brings grace and truth: How are grace and truth a gift for you this

CARRYING JESUS TO OTHERS
We can make a real difference in the lives of others by carrying Jesus to them. However, we cannot
give what we do not possess. Christmas is the ideal time for us to be filled with the spirit of
Christ, allowing his rebirth within us. Thus, he enables us to share his love with all whom we encounter by
offering them humble and committed service, unconditional forgiveness and compassionate caring. Sharing
Jesus with others is the best Christmas gift we can give. God wants each of us, like Mary, to carry to those
around us the Lord of Life. It is easy to send flowers, Christmas cards or gifts. To give the gift of oneself,
however, is the greatest gift of all. Let us take the time to visit others this Christmas, to bring some inspiration into their lives, and hopefully to bring them closer to God. Let us share with them the Spirit of God, the
Spirit of consolation, of courage, of peace and joy, just as Mary did. During the Christmas Season, God calls
us into action as He did Mary. Is there anyone we know who is lonely, in a nursing home, ill or bedridden? Can we help him or her with a brief visit? Is there extra food in our pantry that a poor family could use?
Such organizations as the Vincent de Paul Society can find such a family for us.

Christmas Schedule
2018
Simbang Gabi “Dawn” Mass,
Monday, Dec. 24
4:30 p.m.
† Nerio Plondaya Jr.
(By: Ding & Baby)
10:00 p.m.
Elvira Ysip Family Sp. Int.
(By: Elvie & Rey Ysip)

Tuesday, Dec. 25
8:00 a.m.
† Marie Costa

(By: Dorina Rovetti)

9:30 a.m.

† Sandra Rovetti

(By: Dorina Rovetti)

Wednesday, Dec. 26
8:00 a.m.
† Mary Carlin
(By: Gail Cronin)

Thursday, Dec. 27
8:00 a.m.
† John R. Ricafort Sr.
(By: Adele Caunan)

Friday, Dec. 28
8:00 a.m.
† Albert Modena
(By: Fr. Tony)

Saturday, Dec. 29
8:00 a.m.
† Tito C. Bingil

(By: Adele Caunan)

4:30 p.m.

Dec 16-24, 6:00am

4th Sunday of Advent, Dec 23
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am
(No 6:45pm mass)

Christmas Eve, Monday Dec. 24
4:30pm Family Mass
10:00pm Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Nativity
(Prelude Music 9:30pm)

Christmas Day, Tuesday Dec. 25
8:00, 9:30am Mass of the Lord’s Nativity

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph, Sunday Dec. 30
(Regular Sunday Mass Schedule)
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am, 6:45pm

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God & New
Year’s Day, Tuesday Jan. 1
9:30am Mass only

† Denis O’Conner
(By: RIP)

Sunday, Dec. 30
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving Mass
(By: Cagalingan Family)
† Penny Blondo
(By: CJ Blondo)
† Gary West
(By: Ramon Marquez)

6:45 p.m.

John Ruehle Sp. Int.
(By: Lalo Ruelle)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 12/9/18
$ 7,336.00
2nd Collection: Religious Retirement $ 3,369.00
Saturday, Immaculate Conception $ 1,798.00
We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 23 - Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 30 - Nellie Hizon
Sunday, Jan. 6 - Women’s Guild
Donuts will not be served until the com-

pletion of mass.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — From Bethlehem-Ephrathah shall come
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel (Micah 5:1-4a).
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading — We have been consecrated through the
offering of the body of Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:510).
Gospel — Blessed are you who believed that what was
spoken by the Lord would be fulfilled (Luke 1:39-45).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our
book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa,
Larry Barbiere, Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Gwendolyn Walsh.
Please call the office to add or remove names.
of people that we should pray for this month or should
remain on this list longer .

A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS
Child of Bethlehem, grant that
we may share with all our hearts
in this profound mystery of Christmas,
Put into our hearts this peace for
which we sometimes seek so desperately
and which you alone can give us.
Help us know one another better,
and live as brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father.
Reveal to us also
your beauty, holiness and purity.
Awaken in our hearts love and gratitude
for your infinite goodness.
Join us all together in your love,
and give us your heavenly peace.
(Saint Pope John XXIII)
O COME, LONG FORETOLD
O come, Desired of nations,
Whom priest and prophet long foretold
Will break the captive fetters,
Redeem the long-lost fold.
Dear Savior, haste; come, come to earth,
Dispel the night and show your face,
And bid us hail the dawn of grace.
—Simon J. Pellegrin (1663-1745), Tr. by Mary of St. Philip (1825)

St. Stephen Parish Presents
A Parish & School Community Event
Saturday, January 19, 2019
5:30pm – 9:30pm
St. Stephen Donworth Hall

$65 per person - includes appetizers,
dinner & desert
Table of 10 - $585.00

(Reserve early !)

For more informaƟon:
St. Stephen Parish Center
(415) 681-2444

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 23, 2018
Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.
— Luke 1:42

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

Saturday:

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Vigil of Christmas
The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)
Wednesday:
St. Stephen; First Day of
Kwanzaa
Thursday:
St. John
Friday:
The Holy Innocents
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativi
ty of the Lord; St. Thomas Becket

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL SONG
“Mary did you know?”
One of the most beautiful of the
modern Christmas songs was written
by a man who is best known, perhaps, as a comedian. His name is
Mark Lowry. Lowry is also a musician of some note. He performed for
many years with the Gaither Vocal band. In 1984 he was
asked to pen some words for his local church choir, and
he wrote a poem that began like this, “Mary, did you
know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our
sons and daughters?” A few years later guitarist Buddy
Greene added a perfectly matching tune and a wonderful
song was born. “Mary, did you know that your baby boy
has walked where angels trod? Mary, did you know when
you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God!” Each
of the little couplets touches the heart in a wonderful way.
“Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all
creation? Mary, did you know that your baby boy will
one day rule the nations?” The song’s been around now
for nearly two decades. Listen for it on the radio. The
most popular version is sung by Kenny Rogers and
Wynonna Judd.How could Mary know what was happening to her when the angel Gabriel came to her long ago?
Only Luke tells this story..
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries.

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 5,874.00.

St. Stephen School Update
December 14, 2018
This Fall, Saint Stephen School students, faculty, staff and families have enjoyed a faith-filled, fun
-filled and friend-filled beginning to our school year! Our Pastor Father Tony LaTorre continues
to inspire us with his daily visits to the school, engaging and spiritual homilies at all our Masses,
and enthusiastic presence at all School events. By living his Faith and sharing it with us, we continue to grow stronger as a Catholic community. Thank you, Father Tony!
We have welcomed to our core faculty Mrs. Chrissy Zotalis, Miss Lauren Streubing, Mrs. Cynthia Artiga-Faupusa, and Miss Natalie Cordova. We appreciate our faculty and staff’s commitment and dedication to
our students’ continued high achievement, both academically and spiritually.
We are very excited that the Archdiocese has approved our plan to open a preschool at St. Stephen. We anticipate beginning construction this summer and opening this fall. We are thrilled to welcome the next generation of Cougar Cubs
to our community!!
In October, we conducted two packed tours for prospective Kindergarten parents who learned about our excellent academic and faith formation programs, fantastic faculty, beautiful facilities and our incomparable Parish and School community. We will be hosting our Annual Open House on Sunday, January 27, 2019 after 9:30 a.m. Mass. Please attend to
see the creativity and ingenuity our students, reflected in their classroom projects.
Always dedicated, our Student Council organized their annual and much appreciated Ocean Beach Clean-Up Team in
September. In the spirit of Thanksgiving, they collected over 2000 cans during our annual Canned Food Drive for Catholic Charities Homeless and Housing Programs. They have raised over $1000.00 for local and national organizations,
including Missionary Childhood Association and Camp Kesem, through the Charity Free Dress program.
Our Women’s Guild kicked off the school year with our exciting, action packed Family Bingo Night. Thank you to the
Duggan Family and Original Joe’s for donating the delicious Italian Feast! On December 9, our Men’s Club celebrated
the Christmas Season with our Annual Pancake Breakfast. Thank you to Eddie Naser and Toast Eatery for providing the
wonderful breakfast for this festive event!
On December 1, our Women’s Guild hosted our spectacular and incredibly successful “An Old Hollywood Gala” Auction. Please Save the Date for our elegant “New York, NY” Fashion Show on Saturday, April 6, 2019 We encourage all
Parishioners to attend our events which showcase the strength and commitment of our community!
We appreciate and thank everyone for your support and dedication.

CHRISTMAS HUMOR
Christmas Stamps: A woman went to the Post Office to
buy stamps for her Christmas cards. "What denomination?" asked the clerk? "Oh, good Heavens! Have we
come to this?" said the woman. "Well, give me 20
Catholic stamps for me and 20 Baptist stamps for my
husband."
Christmas telegram: The preacher and his pregnant wife had left for a conference in France, forgetting
to give instructions for the banner which was to decorate the hall at the Christmas Carol Concert, the following weekend. The parish secretary was astonished to receive a telegram from France which read simply: UNTO US A SON IS BORN. NINE FEET LONG AND TWO FEET WIDE. REV. AND MRS. JOHNSON.
3) On whose side? During the American Civil War, a lady exclaimed effusively to President Lincoln: “Oh Mr. President, I feel so sure that God is on our side, don't you?” “Ma'am,” replied the President, “I
am more concerned that we should be on God's side.”
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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