St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

December 17, 2017
Advent Week 3

The Third Sunday of Advent
As we always do in the first part of Advent, today we encounter
John the Baptist in the town of Bethany, near the Jordan. In John’s Gospel, the Baptist is being confronted by
religious officials: priests and Levites who have come from Jerusalem to question him. He readily admits that
he is not the Christ, nor is he Elijah or the Prophet. He insists, quoting Isaiah, that he is only the voice of one
crying out in the desert, “make straight the way of the Lord.”
The religious leaders questioned him further, asking: Why then do you baptize? John answers, I baptize
with water; but there is one … coming after me whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.
Like all prophets, then, this was John’s calling – to prepare the world for Jesus, to announce his coming. Even in his mother Elizabeth’s womb, he had leapt for joy at the visit of Mary and his Lord. He was to
confront the sins and sinners of his age, to encourage their repentance and to give them a ritual bath in the Jordan. John the Baptist brought to completion the work of the Old Testament prophets, and bore witness to the
truth that Jesus is the Son of God (CCC 719).
How can we be more like John the Baptist? We can begin by better appreciating our own baptism, our
own anointing, and our own call to holiness and mission. The Spirit of the Lord is upon us, and the Lord has
anointed us to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and
release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord.
Each of us can be the voice of one crying out in the desert. Strengthened by the word, graced by the
sacraments, surrounded by our parish and fortified by a worldwide community of believers, we can truly live
as followers of Jesus.
Let us pledge to stand together for the sake of the Gospel, and to raise our voices in defense of the
truth. Speak up. That’s what prophets do best.
May the final days of your Advent Journey be productive in your preparations for the Nativity of our
Lord. Thank you for praying with us this day and always.
Father Tony
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LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

Do you give God credit for the good that has come into your life?
In what ways do you testify to the light that Christ brings?
During these last days of Advent, how can you nurture a spirit of rejoicing always?

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

SAVE THE DATE
The 14th Annual Walk for Life, West Cost will take place on Saturday, January 27 at Civic Center Plaza.
info@WalkforLifeWC.com

Monday, Dec. 18
8:00 a.m
† Douglas Day

(By: annonymous)

Tuesday, Dec. 19
8:00 a.m.
† Peter Julius Garcia
(By: Norma Garcia)

7:00 p.m.
Advent Taize
Wednesday, Dec. 20
8:00 a.m.
† Alfred Barzoloski
(By: Maria BarzoloskiAdele Caunan)

Thursday, Dec. 21
8:00 a.m.
† Tess Hicaro
(By: Manny & Kia Ann Hicaro)

Friday, Dec. 22
8:00 a.m.
† Pearl LaBelle

(By: Eileen Rodman)

Saturday, Dec. 23
8:00 a.m.
† Ray Aguirre

(By: Doreen Aguirre)

11:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† Antonio Diaz

(By: Vicki Francisco)

Sunday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
8:00 a.m
† Marygrace Dunn
(By: Richard Dunn)

9:30 a.m.

† Josephine Ambrose

11:30 a.m.

† Michael Gragnani

(By:Betty Ganduglia)
(By: Gragnani Family)

4:30 p.m.

† For Parishioners
(By: Fr. Tony)

10:00 p.m.

† For Parishioners
(By: Fr. Tony)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017

Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing. -1 Thessalonians 5:16-17
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — As a garden makes its growth spring
up, so will GOD make justice spring up before all the nations (Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11).
Psalm — My soul rejoices in my God (Luke 1:46-50,
53).
Second Reading — Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what
is good (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24).
Gospel — I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord (John 1:6-8, 19-28).

Monday, Dec. 18
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
3:30 p.m.
Faith Formation/Office
Tuesday, Dec. 19
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Wednesday, Dec. 20
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/EC
Thursday, Dec. 21
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Friday, Dec. 22
7:00 p.m.
GA Closed Meeting/EC
Saturday, Dec. 23
Sunday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
Our online website includes a community events calendar.

Holiday Confession Schedule
The Sacrament of Confession will be available on
Saturday, December 23 at 11:00 a.m. until 12 noon.
The regular 3:30 schedule for this day only will be
suspended
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Third Sunday of Advent
Thursday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins
Saturday: St. John of Kanty

Many TV Masses For Homebound!
EWTN airs tv masses throughout the day at the following times: 5:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. In
addition, Monday thru Friday, EWTN airs a TV
Mass at 4:00 p.m. EWTN is carried on Comcast ch.
229, AT&T ch. 562, Dish Satellite ch 261 and Direct
TV ch 370. Also, a televised Sunday Mass is now
airing on ABC Family television from 6:30 a.m. to
7:00 a.m. each Sunday morning.

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry
Barbiere, Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Eden Finn, Emma Lew,
Al Gragnani, Marc Gutierres, Maria Matthews,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.

GAUDETE SUNDAY

Christmas Schedule 2017

The third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete Sunday” because the Mass for today (in its original Latin text), begins with the opening antiphon: “Gaudete
in Domino semper” --“Rejoice in the Lord always.”
To remind ourselves that we are preparing for the
very joyful occasion of the birth of Jesus, we light
the rose candle, and the priest may wear rose vestments. The common theme of the day’s Scripture
readings is one of joy and encouragement. The readings urge us to make the preparations required of us
as we await the rebirth of Jesus in our hearts and
lives. Holy Scripture reminds us that the coming of
Jesus, past, present and future, is the reason for our
rejoicing.

Simbang Gabi “Dawn” Mass,

Christmas Volunteer Opportunities
with Catholic Charities
Catholic Charities still has opportunities
for you to fulfill the wish of children,
families and isolated adults this Christmas. Call Catholic Charities now to inquire at 415
972-1297 or on line at
volunteer@catholiccharitiesSF.org.
•
•
•

Decorate, wrap gifts or prepare food for holiday program
parties and luncheons.
Donate gift cards to Safeway, Target or Walgreens.
Donate bed sets, warm blankets or wool socks.

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 12/10/17
2nd Collection: Maintenance
Dec. 8 Immaculate Conception

$6,567
$2,978
$1,498

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 17 - Parish Council
Sunday, Dec. 24 - Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 31 - Nellie Hizon’s Group
Please note! Coffee and donuts will not be
served until the completion of mass.

Dec 16-24, 6:00am
4th Sunday of Advent, Dec 24
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am
(No 6:45pm mass)

Christmas Eve, Dec 24
4:30pm Family Mass
10:00pm Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Nativity
(Prelude Music 9:30pm)

Christmas Day, Dec 25
8:00, 9:30am Mass of the Lord’s Nativity

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph, Dec 31
(Regular Sunday Mass Schedule)
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am, 6:45pm

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God &
New Year’s Day, Jan 1
9:30am Mass only
Our Altar Server’s Schedule
This Weekend
Saturday, Dec. 16
8:00 a.m. Evan O’Driscoll
4:30 p.m. Gino Andrini, Alex Flores,
Elise Ramsey
Sunday, Dec. 17
8:00 a.m. Molly Linehan, Patrick Linehan,
Melissa Hua
9:30 p.m. Niamh Concannon, Patrick Schmitt,
Bianca Hallinan,
11:30 a.m. John Brooks, Hannah Morello, Sarah Tuvo
6:45p.m. Mateo Guzman, Zachary Ferdon,
Michael McDonough
Monday: Gina Zevallos, Charlotte Davey
Tuesday: Alex Flores, Aidan Dugan
Wednesday : Megan Stecher, Nils Wallace
Thursday: Niamh Concannon, Evan O’Driscoll,
Friday:
Catherine Alcantara, Olyvia Bankovitch
Our special “thanks” to our student Altar Servers.

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

JOKE OF THE WEEK
FOR “GAUDETE SUNDAY”
After the Baptism of his baby brother in Church one
Sunday, little Johnny sobbed all the way home in the
back seat of the car. His father asked him three
times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied,
"That priest said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys!" Father
got the message and they began to go to Church regularly... Needless to say, the family had a bit of
catching up to do. One day the Sunday School
Teacher asked Johnny, "Now, Johnny, tell me –
do you say prayers before eating?” “No ma'am," little Johnny replies, "I don't have to. My Mom is a
good cook."
* * * * * * * *

Advent Meditation/Activity
Week 3
We have lit the first two candles, one
for hope and one for peace. Today we
light the third candle, the candle of
joy. This should be the easy one, because joy is all
around us during the season. We see joy in the faces
of children, the lights, the music, the gathering together. But how often do we let our preparations, or
old conflicts, push joy the side? Joy is like an underground spring that wells up with us, but joy is also a
choice, an attitude. So today we open ourselves to
joy, knowing that God has already planted the seed
within us, all we need to do is give it care.

Sign on a church bulletin board: "Merry Christmas to
our Christian friends. Happy Hanukkah to our Jewish
friends. And to our atheist friends, good luck.

December 16 -24 - 6:00 a.m.
at St. Stephen Church
451 Eucalyptus Drive, San Francisco, CA 94132

Celebrant Schedule
Sat

SAINT THERESA OF CALCUTTA
AND ADVENT JOY
Through her ministry in Jesus’ name, Mother Teresa
brought untold blessings and joy to the poor who lay
unattended and forgotten on our streets. When asked
the source of her joy, Mother Teresa replied: “Joy is
prayer -- joy is strength -- joy is love -- joy is a net
of love. . . A joyful heart is the normal result of a
heart burning with love . . . loving as He loves, helping as He helps, giving as He gives, serving as He
serves, rescuing as He rescues, being with Him
twenty-four hours, touching Him in His distressing
disguise.” When Advent arrived every year, Mother
Teresa’s life, continued to witness the joy which is
true hallmark of every Christian and the rightful inheritance of all the poor.
Fire Safety for Holiday Decorating and Entertaining
Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away
from heating equipment, like the furnace, space heater, fireplace or wood stove.
• Use products only for their intended purposes. Cooking stoves should not be used for heating
the home, and space heaters are not for drying wet
clothes.
• Have your heating system inspected by a qualified
service professional at least once a year.

•

Dec. 16 Most Rev. William Justice
Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco
Sun Dec. 17 Rev. Mark Taheny - St. Cecilia
Mon Dec. 18 Rev. Francis Htun - Burmese
Tue Dec. 19 Rev. Peter Tieng - St. Brendan
Wed Dec. 20 Rev. William McCaint. - St. Finn Barr
Thu Dec. 21 Rev. Ray Reyes - FAFNet
Fri Dec. 22 Rev. Tom Hamilton - St. Gabriel
Sat Dec. 23 Rev. Tony LaTorre - St. Stephen
Sun Dec. 24 Most Rev. Salvatore Cordileone
Archbishop of San Francisco

Gospel Themes
Dec. 16 " Elijah has already come, and they did not
recognize him"
Dec. 17 “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert"
Dec. 18
The Angel appeared to Saint Joseph in a dream
Dec. 19
Zechariah rendered speechless
Dec. 20
The Annunciation
Dec. 21
The Visitation
Dec. 22
The Magnificat
Dec. 23
The naming of John
Dec. 24
The Annunciation
" there was no room for them in the inn…it points toward the re…
versal of values found in the figure of Jesus Christ and his message. From the moment of his birth, he belongs outside the realm of
what is important and powerful in worldly terms…”
So one aspect of becoming a Christian is having to leave behind
what everyone else thinks and wants, the prevailing standards, in
order to enter the light of the truth of our being, and aided by that
light to find the right path…" - from Jesus of Nazareth, The Infancy Narratives, Pope
Benedict XVI

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2016-2017

PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1001
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext.1003
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

•

Permanent Deacons

•

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext.1004
faithformation@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.1007
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 1008
music@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Jan Almeida
Bookkeeper, ext.1005

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 1006
e.prete@SaintStepehnSF.org

•
•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Veronica Wong
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

AD PAGE

The Choir will be singing at our Christmas Eve 4:30 p.m. Mass!
Join our Family Choir this Christmas Eve!
Children of the Family Choir will prepare a special prelude of songs to sing before the 4:30 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve.

R E H E A R S A L:
Sunday 12/17 from 10:30 – 11:30am in the Marian Room (after the 9:30 a.m.
mass) All Are Welcome!!! Contact : ren.connoly@gmail. com

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Help care for elders. “Thanks to support from the
Retirement Fund for Religious, we are now in a
much better position to care for our elders,” writes a
religious sisters. Your donation helps her religious
community and hundreds of others provide for aging members and plan for long-term needs. Please
give to this week’s Retirement Fund for Religious
collection (December 16-17). Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Are you OK?
There is an old story of a father who, on a dark,
stormy night in the midst of the thunder's crash and
the lightning's flash, awakened and thought of his
small son alone in his bedroom upstairs who might
be scared of it all. So he rushed upstairs with his
flashlight to check on the boy to see if he was all
right. He was flashing the light around the room
when the boy awakened, and said, with a startled
cry, "Who's there? Who's in my room?" The father's
first thought was to flash his light in the face of the
boy, but then he thought, "No. If I do that, I will
frighten him all the more." So, he turned the light on
his own face. And the little boy said, "Oh, it's you,
Dad." The father said, "Yes, it's Dad. I'm just up
here checking on things. Everything's O.K., so go on
back to sleep." And the little boy did.
That is what the Incarnation is all about: God's shining the light in His own face so that you and I might
know that everything really is O.K.

As we prepare for the solemnity of Christmas, we
look forward to the joy of the birth of Christ. We
hope to express our joy by filling the church with a
bountiful display of Poinsettias/Christmas flowers.
If you would like to have one or more Poinsettia/
Christmas flower placed in the church in memory of
loved ones, or to honor someone special, please fill
out this form and return to the O’Reilly Parish Office by:

Thursday, December 21
I would like to have a Poinsettia /Christmas
flower placed in the church in loving memory of:
………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
My name …………………………………………...
My phone no. is ……………….…………………..
Enclosed is $15.00 to cover the cost of each Poinsettia/Christmas Flower

