St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 451 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444
SaintStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt.
Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:45 p.m.

December 24, 2017 -- Advent Week 4

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14-16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

What is faith? For many, perhaps, the word refers to those truths
we profess when we recite the Creed. Those articles of belief are
the faith. Faith has another meaning, however: a personal meaning. Faith is not merely
mental acceptance of truths. Faith is also personal trust. The Creed itself indicates this
in its opening words. Not, “I believe that ...” but, “I believe in ...” The one we believe
in, whom we trust, is God.
The greatest model of this trusting faith is the woman the Church places before us in today’s Gospel:
Mary, the trusting and faith-filled mother of the Lord.
The kind of trusting faith we see in Mary models a faith that is always open to God. She believes in
God’s love for her and in his promises, and gives herself wholly over to him to do with her and her life whatever he would.
Yet Mary’s faith was not blind. She doubted and questioned. How can this be? Mary asked the angel
who told her she was to be the mother of God’s Son. What Mary questioned, however, was not so much God,
as her own ability to understand God and his plan for her life. Even in the midst of perplexity, however, Mary
confessed that God knew best, even if she could not understand what he was about: May it be done to me according to your word, she told the angel.
That assent to God’s plan for her was not a one-time thing. She lived this faithfulness every day forward from that moment, amid joys and sufferings. We are familiar with some of those: the challenges of traveling to Bethlehem, and childbirth in a stable; searching for the child Jesus for several days when he had remained in the Temple to teach; watching Jesus leave home to begin his ministry; and, of course, standing at
the foot of the cross as he was crucified.
Can there be any doubt that it is precisely this trusting faith of Mary’s that we need today? We need
the kind of faith that Mary had, the faith she models for us: faith which continues to trust in God amid events
in our world and our lives we do not understand.
Faith, then, is not something we can summon up by willpower. Faith, the catechism tells us, “is a supernatural gift from God” (179). And who can doubt that this faith will be given to us in the same measure in
which it was given to Mary who herself modeled this faith? Her faith allowed Jesus to be born into the world.
Let our faith welcome that birth tomorrow, and share it with the world.
With this our Advent Season comes to conclusion. I pray that your journey was a prayerful one as well
as one of joyful preparation for the Lord’s Nativity. May the blessings of Our Lord be with you and your family this Christmas and throughout the New Year and my personal thanks for being part of our faith family.
Father Tony
•
•
•

LITURGY AND LIFE
During the Christmas Season, how can you consider the ways that God manifested his love in your life?
How can Mary’s yes to God’s love inspire you?
How can you be more open to the miracles that occur in your life?
WELCOME, FATHER SCHUNK!
Welcome to Father David Schunk who will be staying with us for the holidays. Father Schunk is
a priest of our Archdiocese currently on assignment at the North American College in Rome. He is
from Novato, where his family currently resides and is the former VocaƟon Director for the Archdiocese. Father will be presiding at a number of Masses over the next couple of weeks (for that I am
grateful). Welcome and thank you Father Schunk!

Christmas Mass
Obligations Clarified
Monday, Dec. 25 Christmas
8:00 a.m
† Hannah Gallen
† Theresa Collin
(By: Fr. Tony)

9:30 a.m.

For Parishioners

(By: Fr. Tony)

Tuesday, Dec. 26
8:00 a.m.
† Semi Virondeau
(By: Helen Ebrahim)

Wednesday, Dec. 27
8:00 a.m.
† John R. Ricatort, Sr.
(By: Adele Caunan)

Thursday, Dec. 28
8:00 a.m.
† Madeleine Beitsayadeh
(By: Helen Ebrahim)

Friday, Dec. 29
8:00 a.m.
† Marygrace Dunn
(By: Richard Dunn)

Saturday, Dec. 30
8:00 a.m.
† Gary West

(By: Ramon Marquez)

11:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† Penny Blondo

(By: Junie Blondo)

Sunday, Dec. 31
8:00 a.m
† Tito Bingil
(By: Adele Caunan)

9:30 a.m.

† Susan Fulton & Consolation of her family
(By: Dick McDonald)

11:30 a.m.

† Luzfe Torres

6:45 p.m.

† Tony P. LaTorre Sr.

(By: Laarni Gusto)

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our book of the sick.
May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry
Barbiere, Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Eden Finn, Emma Lew,
Al Gragnani, Marc Gutierres, Maria Matthews,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Second Collections
Next Weekend
A second collection will be taken December 30 & 31 for:

St. Vincent De Paul Society - Local

With Christmas Day on a Monday
this year, many people want their
Mass obligations clarified. The
short answer is: Yes, there is a Sunday obligation and a separate Holy
Day obligation. On Sunday, December 24, which is the Fourth
Sunday of Advent, Masses after 4:00 pm should be the
Vigil Mass for the Nativity of the Lord and not the Mass
for the Fourth Sunday of Advent. If your parish has a
regularly scheduled Sunday evening Mass, the Vigil
Mass for the Nativity is to be used. Obligation to Attend
Mass: This year we have the unusual occurrence of the
obligation to attend Mass on two consecutive days. People ask: ‘Can I satisfy two obligations with one Mass?’
The U.S. Catholic Bishops have clarified that "When
consecutive obligations occur on Saturday-Sunday or
Sunday-Monday, the faithful must attend Mass twice to
fulfill two separate obligations." Therefore, the people
are obliged to attend one Mass for the Fourth Sunday of
Advent (from Saturday evening 12./23 up to 4:00 pm on
Sunday 12/24); and one Mass for the celebration of the
Nativity of the Lord (from 4:00 pm on Sunday 12/24
through all Masses on Monday 12/25).

SOME “THOUGHTS
ABOUT “XMAS”
What did the first Christians call
what we today know as Christmas?
The first Christians do not appear to have had a word for
this day, because the first Christians do not appear to
have celebrated this day. It took some time for the practice of celebrating Christmas to emerge.
Benedict XVI explained:
The Church’s year of feasts first developed, not with a
view to the birth of Christ, but from faith in his Resurrection. Thus the original feast of Christianity is Easter, not
Christmas. For indeed it was the Resurrection that established Christian faith and let the Church come to be. For
this reason, Ignatius of Antioch (who died at the latest in
A.D. 117) already called Christians those “who no longer
keep the Sabbath but rather live according to the Lord’s
Day.” Being a Christian means living from Easter, that is,
from the Resurrection that is celebrated every week on
Sunday. It was Hippolytus who first established with certainty, in his commentary on Daniel, written about A.D.
204, that Jesus was born on December 25. . . . Be that as
it may, the feast of Christmas did not assume clear contours in Christendom until the fourth century (Images of
Hope, ch. 1).

SOME MORE
“THOUGHTS
ABOUT “XMAS”

Christmas Schedule 2017

Is writing “Xmas” okay?
Yes, it is “okay” to write
“Xmas.” It’s just an abbreviation, and there is nothing
sinful about abbreviating a word, even one containing the
term “Christ.” In fact, the earliest Christians did frequently abbreviate sacred terms. Scholars studying early
Christian manuscripts are familiar with a phenomenon
known as the nomina sacra (“sacred names”; singular =
nomen sacrum) in which terms like “God,” “Jesus,”
“Lord,” and “Christ” were regularly abbreviated precisely because they were sacred. This happens in our earliest
manuscripts of the New Testament documents. Thus,
“God” (Greek, theos) was abbreviated with a theta and a
sigma (its first and last letters in Greek), “Jesus” (Iesous)
was abbreviated iota-sigma, “Lord” (Kurios) was abbreviated kappa-sigma, and “Christ” (Christos) was abbreviated chi-sigma. The appearance of the nomina sacra is
one of the ways that we date when a Christian manuscript was written, because this practice characterized the
early centuries.
Similar abbreviations have appeared later, though. Concerning “Xmas,” the Online Etymology Dictionary says:
Xmas (n) = “Christmas,” 1551, X’temmas, wherein
the X is an abbreviation for Christ in Christmas, English
letter X being identical in form (but not sound signification) to Greek chi, the first letter of Greek Christos
“Christ” (see Christ). The earlier way to abbreviate the
word in English was Xp- or Xr- (corresponding to the
“Chr-” in Greek Χριστος), and the form Xres mæsse for
“Christmas” appears in the “Anglo-Saxon Chronicle” (c.1100).
At the same time, I understand the squeamishness many
folks have about the abbreviation, particularly if they
don’t have this background info.
For those who have asked, there you have it folks!
(Fr. Tony)

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Sunday Collection: 12/17/17
2nd Collections: AAA
Religious Retirement

$5,896
$ 683
$2,587

We thank our parishioners who return their gifts with a
loving and generous increase to God
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 24 - Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 31 - Nellie Hizon’s Group
Sunday, Jan. 07 - Women’s Guild
Coffee and donuts will not be served until the end of mass.

Simbang Gabi “Dawn” Mass,
Dec 16-24, 6:00am
4th Sunday of Advent, Dec 24
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am
(No 6:45pm mass)
Christmas Eve, Dec 24
4:30pm Family Mass
10:00pm Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Nativity
(Prelude Music 9:30pm)
Christmas Day, Dec 25
8:00, 9:30am Mass of the Lord’s Nativity
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph, Dec 31
(Regular Sunday Mass Schedule)
Saturday Vigil : 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30am, 6:45pm
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God & New
Year’s Day, Jan 1
9:30am Mass only

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL SONG
“Mary did you know?”
One of the most beautiful of the
modern Christmas songs was
written by a man who is best
known, perhaps, as a comedian.
His name is Mark Lowry. Lowry is
also a musician of some note. He
performed for many years with
the Gaither Vocal band. In 1984 he was asked to
pen some words for his local church choir, and he
wrote a poem that began like this, “Mary, did you
know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? Mary, did you know that your baby boy would
save our sons and daughters?” A few years later
guitarist Buddy Greene added a perfectly matching
tune and a wonderful song was born. “Mary, did you
know that your baby boy has walked where angels
trod? Mary, did you know when you kiss your little
baby, you kiss the face of God!” Each of the little
couplets touches the heart in a wonderful way.
“Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all
creation? Mary, did you know that your baby boy will
one day rule the nations?” The song’s been around
now for nearly two decades. Listen for it on the radio. The most popular version is sung by Kenny
Rogers and Wynonna Judd. (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_detailpage&v=AQM2rszMAfY) Mary,
did you know . . . ? How could Mary know what was
happening to her when the angel Gabriel came to
her long ago? Only Luke tells this story, and we
have it in today’s Gospel.

HUMOR FOR
THE DAY
St. Vincent De Paul Society
On December 30th and 31st there will be a
2nd Collection for St. Stephen’s St. Vincent’s De Paul’s conference. The donations we collect will help many families in
are less fortunate than us.
* * * * * *
For Thanksgiving, we were able to provide a box of food
and a $25 gift card to Safeway for 8 families. They were
so appreciative of your generosity and kindness. One
family had these words of thanks “Thank you for making
our Thanksgiving dinner really beautiful. We are so
grateful”.
* * * * * *
We were also able to help 8 families in need this Christmas. We provided the family with gifts and a gift card to
Safeway and Target. For some, these will be the only
presents they will receive. But because of your continued
generosity, we were able to give them a brighter Christmas. Thank you for your continued kindness and support
this past year. It is because of your thoughtfulness and
generosity that we are able to help these families. Happy
New Year!
Also, thanks to all who took a name off of our Giving
Tree and bought a gift which then made someone’s
Christmas much brighter and a lot more happier. Thank
you for your kindness and generosity! Merry Christmas
to you and your family.
Electric Portable Space Heater Safety
When the weather turns cold, it can bring a chill into our
homes. Portable space heaters have become a popular way to
supplement central heating or heat one room. If you plan to use
portable electric space heaters, make sure to follow these tips
and recommendations:

HEATER CHECKLIST
• Purchase a heater with the seal of an independent testing laboratory.
• Keep the heater at least 3 feet (1 metre) away from anything
that can burn, including people.
• Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection.
• Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.
• Make sure your heater has an auto shut-off to turn the heater
off if it tips over.
• Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic. Never
block an exit.
• Keep children away from the space heater.
• Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet. Never use an extension cord.
• Space heaters should be turned off and unplugged when you
leave the room or go to bed.

Three men were pacing nervously outside the delivery room at a
hospital when the head nurse came out beaming. To the
first she said, "Congratulations, sir, you are the father of
twins."
"Terrific!" said the man, "I just signed a contract with the
Minnesota Twins and this'll be great press."
To the second man the nurse said, "Congratulations to
you too. You are the father of healthy triplets!"
"Fantastic!" he said. "I'm the vice-president of 3-M Company. This'll be great P.R.!"
At that point the third man turned ashen and ran for the
door. "What's wrong, sir? Where are you going?" called
the nurse. As he jumped into his car, the man shouted,
"I'm dashing to my office to resign.
I'm the president of 7-UP!"
That's exactly what Mary was feeling as she listened to the angel
spell out what God wanted of her:
"Virgin birth?! Are you crazy?
Who's going to believe that? I'll be
stoned to death as soon as the
neighbors see I'm pregnant! Dear
God, what are you asking of me?"
* * * *
Five year-old Olivia, and her best
friend, Claire, were participating in a nativity play at
school. Claire was playing Mary, and Olivia was an angel. Before the show, a young boy was going around the
dressing room repeating, "I’m a sheep, what are you?"
Each child responded politely, including Olivia, who
proudly declared she was an angel. The boy then turned
to Claire, still struggling into her costume with her mother’s help, and repeated the question to her: "I’m a sheep,
what are you?" Claire simply said,
"I’m Mary." Realizing he was face
to face with a lead character, he
felt he needed to justify his own
role. "It’s hard being a sheep, you
know," he said with all the seriousness of a 5-year-old actor with a
big part. Claire’s equally serious
response was humorously profound. "Yes," said Claire innocently, "but it’s also hard being a virgin, you know."

SAVE THE DATE
The 14th Annual Walk for Life, West Cost will take
place on Saturday, January 27 at Civic Center Plaza.
info@WalkforLifeWC.com/

ST. STEPHEN SCHOOL UPDATE
Submitted to School Board President Deepak Patankar
By Principal Sharon McCarthy Allen

This Fall, Saint Stephen School students, faculty, staff and families have enjoyed a
faith-filled, fun-filled and friend-filled beginning to our school year! Our Pastor
Father Tony LaTorre continues to inspire us with his daily visits to the school, engaging and spiritual homilies at all our Masses, and enthusiastic presence at all School events. By living his Faith and
sharing it with us, we continue to grow stronger as a Catholic community. Thank you, Father Tony!
We have welcomed to our faculty Sister Kathy Camacho as Vice Principal and Religion Coordinator, Mrs. Leigh
McMonigle as our First Grade Teacher, and Mrs. Janet Burke as our Learning Resource Teacher. We appreciate our
Faculty and Staff’s commitment and dedication to our students’ continued high achievement, both academically and
spiritually. We extend our deepest sympathies to the family and many friends of our beloved 5th-8th Grade English
Teacher Sister Christine Ostrowski who passed away in November.
We are delighted to report that we completed our seismic retrofit this summer. Not only did this schedule avoid interrupting the students’ academic progress during the school year, it also enabled us to honor our paramount commitment
to the safety of our students, faculty and staff. In addition to the retrofit, we completely remodeled, modernized and
made ADA compliant the four restrooms in the 1st-8th Grade Wings of the building. We are extremely grateful to our
hardworking Women's Guild for their phenomenal fundraising, which has allowed us to save money for both the retrofit
and remodel over the past several years. In addition, our dedicated Men’s Club has donated the proceeds from their last
two Golf Tournament to this project. We also applied for a $100,000 Grant from the The Carl Gellert and Celia Berta
Gellert Foundation to help pay for the retrofit. We are thrilled to announce the Foundation awarded us the full
$100,000! Thank you Gellert Foundation for your extraordinarily generous support of St. Stephen School!
In November, we conducted two packed tours for prospective Kindergarten parents who learned about our excellent
academic and faith formation programs, fantastic faculty, beautiful facilities and our incomparable Parish and School
community. We will be hosting our Annual Open House on Sunday, January 30, 2018 after 9:30 a.m. Mass. Please attend to see the creativity and ingenuity our students, reflected in their classroom projects.
Always dedicated, our Student Council organized their annual and much appreciated Ocean Beach Clean-Up Team in
September. In the spirit of Thanksgiving, they collected over 3000 cans during our annual Canned Food Drive for Catholic Charities Homeless and Housing Programs. They have raised almost $2000.00 for local and national causes, including Hurricane and Fire Relief, through the Charity Free Dress program.
Our Women’s Guild kicked off the school year with our exciting, action packed Family Bingo Night. Thank you to the
Duggan Family and Original Joe’s for donating the delicious Italian Feast! On December 10, our Men’s Club celebrated the Christmas Season with our Annual Pancake Breakfast. Thank you to Eddie Naser and Toast Eatery for providing
the wonderful breakfast for this festive event!
On December 2, our Women’s Guild hosted our spectacular and incredibly successful “Into the Madness” Auction.
Please Save the Date for our elegant “Postcard from Paris” Fashion Show on Saturday, April 14, 2018! We encourage
all Parishioners to attend our events which showcase the strength and commitment of our community!
We appreciate and thank everyone for your support and dedication.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
BOOKKEEPER (Part-time)
Saint Stephen Parish has an opening for a part-time bookkeeper. Main responsibilities include, but not
limited to processing accounts receivable/payable. Filing of same. Maintaining financial accounts of parishioners and supplying of tax records, when requested. Prepares bank deposits.
Maintains the offertory envelope service. Administers the Annual Appeal process. Assists
with front office duties (when necessary). Performs other duties, as assigned. (Six hours per week, timetable
negotiable). This is a Roman Catholic institution; Catholic applicants are given highest priority. If interested
send letter and/or resume to: fathertony@saintstephensf.org.
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Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

