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December 30, 2018

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
The Gospels give us very few details of the daily life of Jesus growing up in
Nazareth. Here and there we get snippets of what his early life must have
been like, and of course we can fill in some of the missing details from what
we know of first-century life in Palestine. As a carpenter, Joseph was probably a man of modest means from the lower middle class. While a member of
the Davidic clan, he and his family, and indeed his community, lived modestly.
Today’s Gospel passage, often known as the Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple, is very familiar.
Here the Holy Family has traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, and on their way home they realize that Jesus is no longer with them. Passover was, and continues to be, the key defining feast of Judaism – a commemoration of Israel’s liberation from slavery and the source of its identity as God’s Chosen People. Today, it stands as the
backdrop to Luke’s revelation of Jesus’ fullest and deepest identity. Here, the Gospel tells us, Jesus reveals himself
as the Father’s Son who has come among us to answer the great questions of human experience.
Filled with concern for his safety and indeed with a little bit of righteous annoyance, the parents return to
Jerusalem where they find him – not with children of his own age but with the elders. We can all imagine their
emotions and fears before they found him, and their relief and joy when they found him safe.
This Gospel, however, is not so much a commentary on family life, but more a testimony to its importance
in God’s plan for our world. Having experienced the wonder of Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph do not keep his holy
presence to themselves nor closet him away from the world. Instead, as faithful people of the Covenant, they ensure that he is brought up as part of a worshipping and faith-filled community. There, he would grow in grace and
favor even in the face of life’s struggles and challenges.
Today’s feast sets before us the truth that, with God’s help and despite all the challenges of life, we can
grow in goodness and holiness. Imagine what a difference we could make in our own families if we sought to understand more fully, as Saint John reminds us in our second reading, that we already share a holy dignity as God’s
children and a holy destiny that has yet to be revealed.
As we celebrate the Holy Family, let us invite Christ Jesus to bring his loving presence into our homes this
day – binding us together, healing our rifts and allowing us to give ourselves over to loving God and others. Then
we would truly be God’s holy family. To walk in the path of the Holy Family is to imitate their holiness, humility,
gentleness and deep concern for one another.
My prayer for you is that you had a beautiful Christmas Day and that the Christmas Octave continues to be
a joyous part of your Christmas celebration and may the Lord continue to bless you and your family each day in
the soon to be a New Year. Happy 2019!

Father Tony
LITURGY AND LIFE
•

In the reading from the First Book of Samuel, we hear that Hannah offered her son to God. What do you offer from
your life?

•

How does our parish help you realize your responsibility as children of God?

•

How have you been blessed as a child of God?

Walk for Life West Coast 2019
Join fellow Catholics and Pro Lifers from all over California and beyond as we stand up for the littlest among
us at the 15th Annual Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco on January 26, 2019. There will be
Mass at 9:30AM celebrated by Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The rally begins at
12:30PM in San Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza, and the Walk, down the city’s Market Street, begins at
1:30PM. Last year’s Walk drew 50,000+ people. For complete information about the Walk, visit
www.walkforlifewc.com or call 415 658 1793.

GRANDPARENTS ARE A TREASURE
Pope Francis said that as a child, he heard a story of a family with a mother, father, many children and a grandfather. The grandfather, suffering from Parkinson’s illness, would drop food on
the dining table, and smear it all over his face when he ate. His son considered this disgusting.
Hence, one day he bought a small table and set it off to the side of the dining hall so the grandfather could eat, make a mess and not disturb the rest of the family. One day, the Pope said, the
grandfather’s son came home and found one of his own sons playing with a piece of wood. “What
are you making?” he asked his son. “A table,” the son replies. “Why?” the father asks. “It’s for
you, Dad, when you get old like grandpa, I am going to give you this table.” From that day forward, the grandpa was given a prominent seat at the dining table and all the help he needed in eating by his son and daughter-in-law. “This story has done me such good throughout my life,” said the Pope, who celebrated his 82nd birthday on December 17, 2018. “Grandparents are a treasure,” he said. “Often old age isn’t pretty,
right? There is sickness and all that, but the wisdom our grandparents have is something we must welcome as an inheritance.” A society or community that does not value, respect and care for its elderly members “doesn’t have a future because it has no memory, it’s lost its memory,” Pope Francis added.

MARRIAGE:
A SACRAMENT OF HOLINESS
The feast of the Holy Family reminds us that, as the basic unit of the universal Church, each family is called to
holiness. In fact, Jesus Christ has instituted two sacraments in His Church to make society holy – the Sacrament of Holy
Orders (priesthood), and the Sacrament of Matrimony (marriage). Through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, Jesus sanctifies the priest as well as his parish. Similarly, by the Sacrament of Matrimony, Jesus sanctifies not only the spouses but
also the entire family. The husband and wife attain holiness when they discharge their duties faithfully, trusting in God,
and drawing on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, through personal and family prayer, meditative reading of the
Bible, and devout participation in Holy Mass. Families become holy when Christ Jesus is present in them. Jesus becomes truly present in the parish church through the sacrifice of the Holy Mass. Similarly, Jesus becomes truly present
in a family when all the members live in the Christian spirit of sacrifice. This happens when mutual understanding, mutual support and mutual respect bind the members in one loving family. There must be proper care and respect given by
children to their parents and grandparents, even after they have grown up and left home.

MARRIAGE, A CONFESSIONAL
A senior Judge of the Supreme Court recently congratulated the bride and groom in a marriage with a pertinent
piece of advice: “See that you never convert your family into a courtroom; instead let it be a confessional. If the husband
and wife start arguing like attorneys in an attempt to justify their behavior, their family becomes a court of law and nobody wins. On the other hand, if the husband and the wife -- as in a confessional -- are ready to admit their own faults
and try to correct them, the family becomes a Heavenly one.” Thus we can avoid the dangers we watch in dysfunctional
families as presented in TV in the shows like Married with Children, The Simpson’s, Everyone Loves Raymond and
Malcolm in the Middle.

TWENTY DOLLARS
A little boy greets his father as he returns from work with a question: “Daddy, how much do you make an hour?”
The father is surprised and says, “Look, son, not even your mother knows. Don’t bother me now, I’m tired.” “But Daddy, just tell me please! How much do you make an hour?” the boy insists. The father finally gives up and replies,
“Twenty dollars.” “Okay, Daddy,” the boy continues, “Could you loan me ten dollars?” The father yells at him, “So that
was the reason you asked how much I earn, right? Now, go to sleep and don’t bother me anymore!” At night the father
thinks over what he said and starts feeling guilty. Maybe his son needed to buy something. Finally, he goes to his son's
room. “Are you asleep, son?” asks the father. “No, Daddy. Why?” replies the boy. “Here's the money you asked for earlier,” the father said. “Thanks, Daddy!” replies the boy and receives the money. The he reaches under his pillow and
brings out some more money. “Now I have enough! Now I have twenty dollars!” says the boy to his father, “Daddy,
could you sell me one hour of your time?” Today’s readings have a message for this man and for all of us, and the message is that we need to invest more of our time in our family life
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Fr. Tony P. LaTorre Sp. Int.
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† Felix Berta Torres
(By: Laarni Gusto)

Wednesday, Jan. 2
8:00 a.m.
† St. Stephen Parishioners Sp. Int.
(By: Fr. Tony)

Thursday, Jan. 3
8:00 a.m.
† Albert Gragnani
(By: Michael Griffin)

Friday, Jan. 4
8:00 a.m.

† Tito C. Bingil

(By: Adele Caunan)

Saturday, Jan. 5
8:00 a.m.
† Isabel B. Ricafort
(By: Adele Caunan)

4:30 p.m.

† Albert Gragnani
(By: Dan Griffin)

Sunday, Jan. 6
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

† Cleofe Ramos
(By: Freddy & Thelma Ramos)
† Carlos Celdran
(By: Caoile Family)
† Pat Fitzgerald
(By: Rebel Cork Ladies)
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†Albert Gragnani
(By: Hilda Roehrig)
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The Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
December 30, 2018
Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
— 1 John 3:2a

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God & New
Year’s Day, Tuesday Jan. 1
9:30am Mass only
HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 30 - Nellie Hizon
Sunday, Jan. 6 - Women’s Guild
Sunday, Jan. 13 - Women’s Guild
Donuts will not be served until the com-

pletion of mass.

Monday, Dec. 31
Tuesday, Jan. 1
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice/Church
Wednesday, Jan. 2
7:30 p.m.
On Eagle’s Wings/E.C.
Thursday, Jan. 3
Friday, Jan. 4
7:00 p.m.
GA Meeting/EC
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Hannah conceived, and at the end of
her term bore a son whom she called Samuel (1 Samuel
1:20-22, 24-28) or Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14.
Psalm — Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O
Lord (Psalm 84) or Psalm 128.
Second Reading — See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God
(1 John 3:1-2, 21-24) or Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17].
Gospel — The boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem,
but his parents did not know it. They found him in the
temple, in the midst of the teachers (Luke 2:41-52).
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Seventh Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I:
New Year’s Eve
Tuesday:
The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord;
Mary, the Holy Mother of God;
World Day of Prayer for Peace;
New Year’s Day
Wednesday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
Thursday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Friday:
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton; First Friday
Saturday: St. John Neumann; First Saturday

P

lease pray for the sick and
homebound of our community and for all those written in our
book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.
Amalia Altamirano, Elena Amaya,
Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry Barbiere,
Ed Cummings, Carol Dominguez,
Kenneth Fambrini, Eden Finn, Marc Gutierres,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Maria Matthews,
Nenita Sangalang, Betty Rodriguez,
Joel Rivera, Anna Macalino Thompson,
Jovita & Richard Thompson, Joseph Tren,
and Gwendolyn Walsh.
Please call the office to add or remove names.
of people that we should pray for this month or should
remain on this list longer .

CHILDREN LEARN
WHAT THEY LIVE
If children live with criticism, they learn to
condemn.
If children live with hostility, they learn
to fight.
If children live with fear, they learn to be
apprehensive.
If children live with pity, they learn to
feel sorry for themselves.
If children live with ridicule, they learn to
feel shy.
If children live with jealousy, they learn to
feel envy.
If children live with shame, they learn to
feel guilty.
If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence.
If children live with tolerance, they learn
patience.
If children live with praise, they learn
appreciation.
If children live with acceptance, they learn
to love.
If children live with approval, they learn to
like themselves.
If children live with recognition, they learn
it is good to have a goal.
If children live with sharing, they learn
generosity.
If children live with honesty, they learn
truthfulness.
If children live with fairness, they learn justice.
If children live with kindness and consideration,
they learn respect.
If children live with security, they learn to have
faith in themselves and in those about them.
If children live with friendliness, they learn the world is a
nice place in which to live.
(Dorothy Nolte)

St. Stephen’s Book Club

St. Stephen’s Book Club meets the 2nd Saturday of each
month. Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Contact Mary Molly in the parish office for more info. Here
are the upcoming books:
January 2019- "The Man I Never Met: A Memoir" by
Adam Schefter. A powerful true story of loss and hope
by one of the biggest names in sports media.
February 2019- “Dare to Be Kind: How
Extraordinary Compassion Can Transform
Our World” by Lizzie Velasquez.
The inspiring journey of Lizzie Velasquez,
cyber-bullying victim to anti-bullying activist.

JOKES OF THE SEASON
(1) A mother goes to her pastor and explains that her son

seems very interested in becoming a priest. She would
like to know what this would require. So the priest begins to explain: "If he wants to become a diocesan priest,
he'll have to study for eight years. If he wants to become
a Franciscan, he'll have to study for ten years. If he
wants to become a Jesuit, he'll have to study for fourteen
years." [This joke originated back when young men entered seminaries right after high school.] The mother
listens carefully, and as the priest concludes, her eyes
brighten. "Sign him up for that last one, Father -- he's a
little slow!
(2) One day, a little girl was sitting and watching her
mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly
noticed that her mother had several strands of white hair
sticking out in contrast on her head. She looked at her
mother and inquisitively asked, "Why are some of your
hairs white, Mom?" Her mother replied, "Well, every
time that you do something wrong and make me unhappy, one of my hair turns white." The little girl thought
for a while, and said, "Momma, how come that
grandma’s head is full of white hair?”
(3) Who can ever forget Winston Churchill's immortal
words: "We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on
the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the
streets, we shall fight in the hills." It sounds exactly like
our family vacation.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Today’s feast is new as feasts go, and it sets us this year in a very modern crisis. Amid conflicting schedules and
commitments, a young man, testing the limits, has strayed from his parents and gone off to the big city. Mary and Joseph search frantically, only to find the child Jesus in the temple, conversing with the elders and scholars of the law,
who are amazed at his wisdom.
In the time of Jesus, the temple was the religious center of Jewish ritual. Outside of Jerusalem, people gathered in
the synagogues, centers of learning, for daily prayer and study. Still, everyone longed to journey to the temple to participate in the offerings, and to fulfill certain obligations of the law that could only be done there. On this feast, we catch a
glimpse of the family of Jesus: parents dealing with the normal stresses of raising a child, and yet completely grounded
in the ways of faith and tradition.

St. Stephen Parish
Presents

A Parish & School Community Event
Saturday, January 19, 2019
5:30pm – 9:30pm
St. Stephen Donworth Hall
$65 per person - includes appetizers,
dinner & desert
Table of 10 - $585.00

(Reserve early !)

For more informaƟon:
St. Stephen Parish Center
(415) 681-2444
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
Our thanks to those households who have generously made their donation to the Annual Appeal thus far. With your
help, we get closer and closer to our goal (tax) of $93,240.00.
If your household has not yet joined in on this drive to help your parish pay its tax, please consider what you can do to
assist us in reaching our “required” tax, which, also assists the Archdiocese in their overall ministries.

Our current “outstanding” balance is: $ 5,874.00.
Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to
worship God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message
through preaching, through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring serRev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor
vice and sensitive outreach to those in need
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PASTORAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY CONTACT PERSON

Rev. Tony P. LaTorre
Pastor, ext.1
fathertony@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Mrs. Sharon McCarthy Allen

•

School Principal

•

Carol P Cagalingan

•

Parish Manager, ext. 3
carol@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rev. Mr. Olet Abad

•

Permanent Deacon

•

Mary Molly Mullaney

•

Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Shay Ingelfinger
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7
donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Rhonda Smith

•

•

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy, ext. 8
music@SaintStephenSF.org

•
•

Teresa Devincenzi
Bookkeeper, ext.5
teresa@SaintStephenSF.org

•

Ed Prete

•

Bulletin Editor, ext. 6
e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org

•

•

•

Altar Servers
Altar Society
Bridge Group
Caritas
Church Hospitality
Communion Ministers
Faith Formation
Fifty Plus Club
Finance Council
Grief Support
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Marriage Preparation
Men’s Club
Music
Parish Council
RCIA
St. Stephen Book Club
St. Vincent de Paul
Ushers
Women’s Guild

Giovanna Hrvatin
Joan Leehane
Helen Perlite
Nellie Hizon
Mary Molly Mullaney
Rhonda Smith
Mary Molly Mullaney
Helga D’Arcy
Laura Birsinger
Clergy
Rhonda Smith
Fr. Tony
Clergy
Andrew Hazard
Rhonda Smith
Vicky Francisco
Mary Molly Mullaney
Mary Molly Mullaney
Julie O’Callaghan
Bob Anthony
Lydia Flocchini
Shauna O’Donoghue

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in the collection
basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online at www.saintstephensf.org
Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City/Zip ___________________ Phone __________________ Email ____________________________
\\

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

Please send me Sunday Envelopes (encircle): Yes
(Default is to send weekly Sunday envelopes to New Parishioners)

No
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