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December 31, 2017
Holy Family

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
(Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14, Colossians 3:12-21, Luke 2:22-40)
Each of our readings today gives us a glimpse into the complications of family
life – and those glimpses let us know we are not alone in our trials and tribulations. From the earliest
days of Israel’s history, God was interceding in the difficulties of relationships: commanding honor
and respect of parents by children, and of children by parents; relieving childlessness and promising
faithfulness to those who abided in faithfulness to him; instructing us in what it means to love as
Christ loves; and ordering the family to raising of children and the placing of God at the center of
their lives.
We are also reminded today of the importance of the fact that Jesus Christ was born into a human family, and that offers us hope for making Christ the center of our own families. God could have
chosen any number of ways to enter into human history, and the way he chose was to have Jesus be
incarnate of a woman – the Blessed Virgin Mary – and be raised by her and Joseph in a household
common to that time. In other words, God did not just take on human form in the person of Jesus, but
entered into every aspect of human life, engaging with the authentic human experience of family life.
Family life is sanctifying, and as Jesus sanctified his family, he will sanctify ours when we welcome
him in.
That we celebrate this feast today, on New Year’s Eve, also offers food for thought, for it ties
into the calendar practice of new beginnings. Many of us will make resolutions for the New Year.
Many of us will break them shortly thereafter! But following the example of the Holy Family can
strengthen our resolve to grow our families in faith and joy, and give us the confidence to weather the
storms of its difficulties.
As we look ahead to this new calendar year, and think about the families in which we reside –
whether they are by blood or by choice – let us entrust them to the Lord. And let us ask for the grace
necessary to unite ourselves and our families to Christ in the same way he united himself to his family, and to us.
I pray that the New Year will bring you and your family good health and happiness and may
God’s blessings be with you always. HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Father Tony

LITURGY AND LIFE
•
•
•

How did your family members show you that faith matters?
The reading from St. Paul provides a litany of what Saint Paul has done “by faith”. Reflect on
your litany of what you have done by faith.
When have you trusted in God in the midst of a hardship?
WELCOME, FATHER SCHUNK!
Welcome to Father David Schunk who will be staying with us for the holidays. Father Schunk is
a priest of our Archdiocese currently on assignment at the North American College in Rome. He is
from Novato, where his family currently resides and is the former VocaƟon Director for the Archdiocese. Father will be presiding at a number of Masses over the next couple of weeks (for that I am
grateful). Welcome and thank you Father Schunk!

Monday, Jan. 1 Christmas
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
(By: Fr. Tony)

Tuesday, Jan. 2
8:00 a.m.
† Dorothy DiGiorgio

(By: Liam & Mary Frost)

Wednesday, Jan. 3
8:00 a.m.
† Karen Fitzgerald
(By: Liam & Mary Frost)

Thursday, Jan. 4
8:00 a.m.
† Sandy Cherris

Monday, Jan. 1
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Tuesday, Jan. 2
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Wednesday, Jan. 3
Thursday, Jan. 4
3:00 p.m.
School Play Practice/Hall
Friday, Jan. 5
Saturday, Jan. 6
Sunday, Jan. 7
Our online website includes a community events calendar.

(By: Liam & Mary Frost)

Friday, Jan. 5
8:00 a.m.

Frank Estrada Thanks Giving Mass
(By: Frank Estrada)

Saturday, Jan. 6
8:00 a.m.
† Zaldy de Perio

(By: Myrna Cadelinia)

11:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

Reconciliation
† Bernadette Murphy

Sunday, Jan. 7
8:00 a.m

† Eulalia Rego

9:30 a.m.

† Sister James Marien Dyer

(By: Patrick Murphy Family)

(By: Oscar Diaz)
(By: St. Stephen Women’s Guild)

11:30 a.m.

† Fr. Ramos
(By: Thelma & Freddy)

6:45 p.m.

† Daniel MacDonald
(By: Griselda MacDonald)
Bold Indicates Mass Intentions

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Those who honor their parents
will be greatly blessed and will atone for sins
(Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14) or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3.
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord and
walk in his ways (Psalm 128) or Psalm 105.
Second Reading — Be thankful; do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:12-21 [1217]) or Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19.
Gospel — The child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom (Luke 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]).
Second Collections
Next Weekend
A second collection will be taken January 6 & 7 for:
Building Maintenance & Repair.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph
December 31, 2017

My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in the sight of all
the peoples. —Luke 2:30-31
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph
Monday: Mary, the Holy Mother of God;
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the
Lord;
World Day of Prayer for Peace;
New Year’s Day
Tuesday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen
Wednesday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Thursday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Friday:
St. John Neumann;
First Friday
Saturday: St. André Bessette;
First Saturday

P

lease pray for the sick
and homebound of our
community and for all those
written in our book of the sick. May they know the healing touch of Jesus.

Elena Amaya, Edileide Jose Barbosa, Larry
Barbiere, Maureen Conley, Ed Cummings,
Carol Dominguez, Eden Finn, Emma Lew,
Al Gragnani, Marc Gutierres, Maria Matthews,
Juan Pablo Grover-Paez, Nenita Sangalang,
Anna Macalino Thompson, Betty Rodriguez,
Jovita & Richard Thompson.
Please call the office for names of people that we should pray
for this month or should remain on this list longer .

NEW YEAR’S REFLECTIONS
Resolutions for the New Year
Resolve to draw nearer to God and Christ . . .
By having a daily reading program of
God's living and abiding Word
By being diligent in prayer to recharge our
spiritual batteries in order to do good to others.

The Best New Year Gift:
To your friend - loyalty;
To your enemy - forgiveness;
To your boss - service;
To a child - a good example;
To your parents - gratitude and devotion;
To your mate - love and faithfulness;
To all men and women - love;
To God - your life.
Make one resolution for the New Year and
for all the years to come.
We could start every morning with a short
prayer:
“Good morning, Lord. Thank You for
extending my life for one more day. Here I am
to do Your will, O God.”
And, every evening, as the last thing we do before we go to sleep, we could say a short prayer:
“Lord, I am really sorry for all my sins of
the day. Please pardon me. Forgive me,
Lord, for saying ‘No,’ to Your grace.
Help me to do better tomorrow,
and to say ‘Yes,’
to Your love. Thank You for
everything. Thank You for helping
me to do Your will
today. Good night, Lord.”
As we close our eyes we could
say: "Father, into Your hands I
commend my spirit."

END OF THE YEAR WRAP-UP
Each month we take a second collection, one week
for the upkeep and repair of our church building, and one week to help bring down the building
debt for the construction of Donworth Center. For
the calendar year of 2017, your generosity assisted
in both these areas as follows:
Building Maintenance and Repair
$36,052.00
Reduction of the Building Debt
$38,417.13
Please keep up your good stewardship. We are very
much appreciative of your continued generosity and
support.

Father Tony
… from Martin

De Porres House

“Dear St. Stephen’s Church
We can’t thank you enough for your
huge donation of holiday gifts for our
guests for this upcoming holiday season. We wish you all the best of peace
and love. In Gratitude, Charlie for the Martin’s
community.”
Note: Our parishioners generously provided 9 large
sacks of gifts for the homeless people they serve.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS
for our 9:30 a.m. Mass

Today, Dec. 31 - Nellie Hizon’s Group
Sunday, Jan. 07 - Women’s Guild
Sunday, Jan. 14 - Women’s Guild

Coffee and donuts will not be served until the end of
mass.
TIME
Do not squander time, for that is the stuff life
is made of.
—Benjamin Franklin

Our Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We believe that we are called to worship
God together, to lead God's people along the path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching,
through the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring service and sensitive outreach to
those in need
Rev. Tony P. LaTorre, Pastor

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
There’s no more unusual setting to celebrate today’s Feast of the Holy Family than Barcelona,
Spain and the towering unfinished sandcastle known
officially as the Temple Expiatori de la Sagrada Familia. In 1882, the plan was hatched to build a vast
place of worship in reparation for the revolutionary
and liberal leanings of the city. The modern artist
Antoni Gaudi dedicated his life to the project, living
in the building, attending Mass daily, and giving up
his personal wealth. When people pressed him to
pick up the pace, he responded, “My client is not in
a hurry.” (Gaudi’s cause for beatification is moving
along, and he could be the first professional artist
and architect to be beatified.) The Spanish Civil
War, a disaster for the Catholic Church in which
thousands of priests, brothers, and nuns were murdered, halted work in 1935. In the 1950s work began anew, speeded up by computers in the 1980s.
Still, the final stage of construction is not due to end
until 2026. If the original methods had stayed in
place, it would take several hundred more years to
complete the
plan. So far there are eight towers, with four to go.
The highest steeple is three feet shorter than the
nearest hill, since the architect didn’t want his work
to surpass God’s artistry. The three faces of the basilica each have three doors, with the faces named
Passion, Nativity, and Grace. The interior is
crammed with geometric figures that almost seem to
spin, crazy-quilt windows, spiral staircases, and
jumbles of statues and figures. Although inspired by
ancient Gothic cathedrals, the style is called Expressionist, and very little is left unexpressed by the masonry. If you can’t afford a visit, Sagrada Familia
maintains a web site, and virtual visits are free.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:47; Lk 2:16-21
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn
1:29-34
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42
Friday:
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Jn 1:43-51
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;
Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 [23, 31-34, 36,
38]
Sunday:
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

HUMOR FOR
THE DAY
A BIT OF “HUMOR”
A mother goes to her pastor
and explains that her son seems very interested in
becoming a priest. She would like to know what this
would require. So the priest begins to explain: "If
he wants to become a diocesan priest, he'll have to
study for eight years. If he wants to become a Franciscan, he'll have to study for ten years. If he wants
to become a Jesuit, he'll have to study for fourteen
years." [This joke originated back when young men
entered seminaries right after high school.] The
mother listens carefully, and as the priest concludes,
her eyes brighten. "Sign him up for that last one, Father -- he's a little slow!
* ** ** *
One day, a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. She
suddenly noticed that her mother had several strands
of white hair sticking out in contrast on her head.
She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked,
"Why are some of your hairs white, Mom?" Her
mother replied, "Well, every time that you do something wrong and make me unhappy, one of my hair
turns white." The little girl thought for a while, and
said, "Momma, how come that grandma’s head is
full of white hair?”
* * * * *
Winston Churchill's immortal words: "We
shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the
streets, we shall fight in the hills." It sounds exactly
like our family vacation.
Electric Portable Space Heater Safety
When the weather turns cold, it can bring a chill into our homes.
Portable space heaters have become a popular way to supplement central heating or heat one room. If you plan to use portable electric space heaters, make sure to follow these tips and
recommendations:

HEATER CHECKLIST
• Purchase a heater with the seal of an independent testing laboratory.
• Keep the heater at least 3 feet (1 metre) away from anything
that can burn, including people.
• Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection.

SAVE THE DATE

The 14th Annual Walk for Life, West Cost will take
place on Saturday, January 27 at Civic Center Plaza.
info@WalkforLifeWC.com/

TREASURE OUR FAMILY
Pope Francis said that as a child, he heard a story of a family with a mother, father, many children
and a grandfather. The grandfather, suffering from Parkinson’s illness, would drop food on the dining table, and smear it all over his face when he ate. His son considered this disgusting. Hence, one day he
bought a small table and set it off to the side of the dining hall so the grandfather could eat, make a mess
and not disturb the rest of the family. One day, the Pope said, the grandfather’s son came home and found
one of his own sons playing with a piece of wood. “What are you making?” he asked his son. “A table,”
the son replies. “Why?” the father asks. “It’s for you, Dad, when you get old like grandpa, I am going to
give you this table.” From that day forward, the grandpa was given a prominent seat at the dining table and
all the help he needed in eating by his son and daughter-in-law. “This story has done me such good
throughout my life,” said the Pope, who celebrated his 81ST birthday on December 17, 2017.
“Grandparents are a treasure,” he said. “Often old age isn’t pretty, right? There is sickness and all that, but
the wisdom our grandparents have is something we must welcome as an inheritance.” A society or community that does not value, respect and care for its elderly members “doesn’t have a future because it has no
memory, it’s lost its memory,” Pope Francis added.
* * * * * * * *

It was a busy morning, about 8:30, when an elderly gentleman in his 80s arrived to have stitches
removed from his thumb. He said he was in a hurry as he had an appointment at 9:00. I took his vital signs
and had him take a seat, knowing it would be over an hour before someone would be able to see him. I saw
him looking at his watch and decided, since I wasn’t busy with another patient, I would evaluate his
wound. On examining it I saw it was well healed, so I talked to one of the doctors and got the needed supplies to remove his sutures and redress his wound. While taking care of his wound, I asked him if he had
another doctor's appointment this morning, as he was in such a hurry. The gentleman told me no, that he
needed to go to the nursing home to eat breakfast with his wife. I inquired as to her health. He told me that
she had been there for a while and that she was a victim of Alzheimer's disease. As we talked, I asked if
she would be upset if he were a bit late. He replied that she no longer knew who he was, that she had not
recognized him in five years now. I was surprised and asked him, “And you still go every morning, even
though she doesn't know who you are?” He smiled as he patted my hand and said, “She doesn't know me
but I still know who she is.” I had to hold back tears as he left, and I had goose bumps on my arm as I
thought, “That is the kind of love I want in my life. True love is neither physical nor romantic'.” True love
is an acceptance of all that is, has been, will be, and will not be. Peace is seeing a sunset and knowing
Whom to thank. The happiest people don't necessarily have the best of everything; they just make the best
of everything they have.
* * * * *

A little boy greets his father as he returns from work with a question: “Daddy, how much do you make an
hour?” The father is surprised and says, “Look, son, not even your mother knows. Don’t bother me now,
I’m tired.” “But Daddy, just tell me please! How much do you make an hour?” the boy insists. The father
finally gives up and replies, “Twenty dollars.” “Okay, Daddy,” the boy continues, “Could you loan me ten
dollars?” The father yells at him, “So that was the reason you asked how much I earn, right? Now, go to
sleep and don’t bother me anymore!” At night the father thinks over what he said and starts feeling guilty.
Maybe his son needed to buy something. Finally, he goes to his son's room. “Are you asleep, son?” asks
the father. “No, Daddy. Why?” replies the boy. “Here's the money you asked for earlier,” the father said.
“Thanks, Daddy!” replies the boy and receives the money. The he reaches under his pillow and brings out
some more money. “Now I have enough! Now I have twenty dollars!” says the boy to his father, “Daddy,
could you sell me one hour of your time?”
Today’s readings have a message for this man and for all of us, and the message is that
we need to invest more of our time in our family life.
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Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us.
You can sign up or update your information by completing this form & placing it in
the collection basket, by mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 681-2444 or online
at www.saintstephensf.org!
Name ______________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City/Zip _____________________ Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________

Our parishioners receive the Archdiocese weekly newspaper “Catholic San Francisco.”
I am interested in assisting with the Parish in the following way(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte/Altar Service
Altar Society
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Choir
Greeter/Usher

Hospitality after Mass/Special Events

•
•
•

Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound
Lector/Holy Communion Ministers
Music/Choir

