
St. Stephen Parish
SaintStephenSF.org | 601 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco CA 94132 | Church 415 681-2444   
StStephenSchoolSF.org | 401 Eucalyptus Dr., San Francisco 94132 | School 415 664-8331 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appt. and 30 min. before each Sunday Mass 
Weekday Mass: 8:00 a.m.  Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 p.m.  

Sunday Mass 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT   
We are a Catholic Community that is called by God to follow Jesus Christ. We be-
lieve that we are called to worship God together, to lead God's people along the 
path of hope laid down by Jesus, to share his message through preaching, through 
the education and formation of our people, young and old, and through caring 
service and sensitive outreach to those in need.                                   
               Rev. Michael D Liliedahl    

 

The shepherds went in haste to 
Bethlehem and found Mary and 
Joseph,  and the infant lying in 
the manger.   
When they saw this,  they made 
known the message that had 
been told them about this child.  
All who heard it were amazed by 
what had been told them by 
the shepherds.   
And Mary kept all these 
things,  reflecting on them in 
her heart. 
Then the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God  for 
all they had heard and seen, 
just as it had been told to 
them.   
When eight days were completed 
for his circumcision, he was 
named Jesus, the name given 
him by the angel  before he was 
conceived in the womb. 

               Luke 2:16-21 



January 1, 2023 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

      Today, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. As we hear in 
Galatians: God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom those under the law. 
As Catholics, we believe that our Savior, Jesus Christ, is both fully human and divine. Therefore, 
the Church confesses Mary to be truly the “Mother of God” (CCC 495).  
      When the angel announced to Mary that God had chosen her to become the mother of Jesus, the 
Son of the Most High God, Mary had a choice. She could have said no. Instead, in humility and 
perfect fidelity, Mary responded “yes” to what God was asking of her.  As a result of her freely given consent to the will 
of God and her cooperation with God’s grace, the Blessed Virgin Mary conceived our Lord and Savior, Jesus, in her 
womb by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
      As today’s second reading tells us, God sent his Son to be born of a human mother so that we all might become sons 
and daughters of God. As proof that we are God’s children, God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts. However, it is 
up to us to open our hearts to the Holy Spirt, and to respond to the Holy Spirit’s promptings.  
      Like Mary, we have a choice. We can allow the Holy Spirit within us to guide and direct us, or we can say no. We 
can choose to ignore the holy nudges we receive. If our lives are crowded with too much noise and activity, it’s likely 
that we may fail to be attentive and responsive to the promptings of the Spirit stirring within us. That’s why it’s so 
important to take quiet time and listen to God so we may do his will and be faithful to his call for our lives. 
      We hear in today’s Gospel that Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Let’s do the same. 
      On this first day of the New Year, we review our goals and make resolutions to discipline ourselves by losing weight, 
exercising more, or other similar efforts. What if we take some quiet time to listen to what God’s plan for us might be in 
the year ahead? What if we reflect on whatever we hear in the silence? What might happen if we choose to act on God’s 
plan for us as the days, weeks and months of this New Year unfold? Very simply, our lives will be changed so that more 
and more we will come to share Christ’s light, love and peace with all those we encounter. Wishing you and your family 
and happy and healthy 2023 – thank you for praying with us today! Happy New Year! 
      Let us pray to be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and the grace to respond and go where the Spirit leads us. 
The Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! The Lord look upon you 
kindly and give you peace!  

     Elizabeth’s Episcopalian parents handed on to her their own faith. Her mother and stepmother taught her to 
pray and read Scripture. Her father, a doctor, taught her to love and serve the poor. As a young girl, Elizabeth 
took food to the poor near her home. After she was married, she and her sister-in-law Rebecca visited the poor 
and sick in slums. 
     Elizabeth was prepared for New York high society. At the age of nineteen she married handsome William Seton, the son 
and business partner of the owner of a wealthy shipping firm. No one could have guessed the plans God had for her. Will and 
Elizabeth were devoted to each other. They loved their five children—three girls and two boys. 
Everything went well until 1803, when Will Seton’s business went bankrupt and his health failed. The Filicchi family in Italy 
invited Will, Elizabeth, and their oldest daughter Anne to visit so that Will could recuperate in the warm, sunny Italian climate. 
     The journey was rough. Because there had been an epidemic in New York before the Setons left, when they landed in Italy 
the police quarantined them in an old fort. If after six weeks they did not come down with the disease, they would be able to 
enter Italy. Will, already ill, had to lie in the cold, damp room. Elizabeth cared for him as well as she could, but a few weeks 
after they were freed, Will died. 
     The Filicchis, who were Catholic, helped Elizabeth. Finally, she realized that God was calling her to become a Catholic. 
She went to a priest to learn about the truths of the faith. Later, she and her children became Catholics. Because of their deci-
sion, her family and many friends turned against her, and she found herself on her own. 
To support herself and her children, she opened a Catholic boarding school for girls in Maryland. Women came to help Eliza-
beth, and the school grew. Soon it seemed obvious that God was asking Elizabeth to dedicate her life completely to him. She 
and the other women began a community of religious women known as the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s. Elizabeth Seton 
received the title of “Mother,” head of the community. They followed an adapted version of the Rule used by the Daughters 
of Charity founded in 1633 in France. After Mother Seton’s death, her community grew into several independent new con-
gregations of Sisters of Charity in the U.S. and Canada. In 1850, the remaining Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph’s joined the 
Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul of Paris, France. 
     Elizabeth raised her children. Her two sons entered the navy. Anna became a nun but died at an early age, as did Rebecca. 
Catherine became a Sister of Mercy and worked with those in prison.  Today thousands of Daughters of Charity carry on 
Mother Seton’s work. They serve in hospitals, homes for the aged, and schools. 
     Who was the first person born in the United States to be declared a saint? Who opened the first American Catholic parish 
school and established the first American Catholic orphanage? Who founded the first native American religious community 
of women? The answers to all these questions are the same: Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton. 

Our	Saint	of	the	Week			St.	Elizabeth	Ann	Seton	



Monday, Jan 2 
8:00 a.m.                      †  Brigid Walsh     
       (By: P.J. & Trudy McEvoy) 
Tuesday, Jan 3    
8:00 a.m.                  † Teresa Dizon  
  (By: Becky Parini) 
Wednesday, Jan 4     
8:00 a.m.                     †  Amity Rose Ballaret 
    (By: Boquiren Family) 
                       

Thursday,  Jan 5   
8:00 a.m.       †  Ellen Boden Cremin 
     (By: Murphy family)  
Friday, Jan 6      
8:00 a.m.                       Elvie Ysip Sp. Int. 
   (By: Rey Ysip )  
Saturday, Jan 7     
8:00  a. m.               †  Daniel MacDonald 
       (By: Griselda) 
4:30 p.m.    †   Larry Biittner 
      (By: Frietzsche Family)  
Sunday,  Jan 8 
8:00 a.m.   †  Prudencio B Cagalingan   
   (By: DingCags & Siblings) 
9:30 a.m.   †  Michael Gragnani  
       (By: Diane Gragnani) 
11:30 a.m.                     †  Tedfila Rodis 
   (By: Rodiel & Edna Rodis) 
6:30 p. m.            Frankito Beltran Sp. Int. 
       (By: Rudy  Roque) 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES  

Sunday:  Mary, the Holy Mother of God; 
 The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord; 
 World Day of Prayer for Peace; 
 New Year’s Day 
Monday:  Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 
Tuesday:  The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Wednesday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Thursday:  St. John Neumann 
Friday:  St. André Bessette;  
 First Friday 
Saturday:  St. Raymond of Penyafort;  
 First Saturday;  
 Julian Calendar Christmas  

50+ Club  
Monday, January 9, 2023  

Donworth Hall, Doors Open 12:30pm  
New members are most welcome! 

For any questions/ concerns, please call: 
Helga at 415-731-8211 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — The LORD bless you and keep you! 
The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
(Numbers 6:22-27). 
Psalm — May God be merciful and bless us (Psalm 67). 
Second Reading — God sent the Spirit of the Son into 
our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave but an heir, through God (Galatians 4:4-7). 
Gospel — The shepherds glorified and praised God for 
all they had heard and seen (Luke 2:16-21). 

 lease pray for the sick and homebound of our com-
munity and for all those written in our book of the sick. 

May they know the healing touch of Jesus. 
 

Debbie Nunes, Tony Devincenzi, Julie Burton,  
Nestor Plondaya, Marie Bachand, Francis Yiu,  
Edna Amora, Rodney Clark, Michelle Vicente,  

James T. Brady, Michelle Weeks, Rev Bill McCain,   
Franz Tittiger, Carlota Plondaya, Robert Liam,  

Marino Tulao, Eden Finn, Edileide Jose Barbosa,  
Kenneth Fambrini, Larry Barbiere, Carol Dominguez, 

Marc Gutierres, Catherine Scosseria, Gwendolyn Walsh, 
Joel Rivera, Jovita & Richard Thompson.  

 

STAY CONNECTED TO OUR PARISH COMMUNITY! 
FOLLOW St Stephen Church on SOCIAL MEDIA 

Instagram —@SaintStephenParishSF 
Facebook — @SaintStephenSF 

YouTube —@StStephenParishSF 

The Gift of Generosity 
This holiday season, we thank eve-
ryone who has supported St. Ste-
phen Church this past year with 
their time, talent and financial contributions 
and look forward to support from all of our 
members in the year ahead.  
If you need a convenient way to make regu-
lar offerings or if you plan to make an addi-
tional gift before the end of the year, we en-
courage you to look into our electronic giving 
options.  
As the pace of life speeds up, especially 
around the holidays, you may find electronic 
giving a most welcome way to make contri-
butions. Visit saintstephensf.org or contact 
the church office for more information. 

Parish Office Holiday Break 
 

December 22 -  January 2, 2023 the parish office 
will be closed. For sacramental emergencies, please 
e-mail fr.michael@SaintStephenSF.org 



FAMILY CONNECTION 
God speaks to us in many ways, includ-
ing through the Sunday Scripture read-
ings. The Sunday Connection provides 
useful background and activities to bet-
ter understand the upcoming Sunday's 
Scripture readings, helping you to con-

nect the Scripture to daily life in a meaningful way.  
 
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
 
Today’s reading is a continuation from 
the Gospel proclaimed at the Christmas 
Mass at midnight. In it the shepherds act 
upon the message they receive from the 
angel and go to find Jesus in the manger 
in Bethlehem. In their visit to the man-
ger, the shepherds find things just as the 
angel had said. The shepherds’ visit, 
therefore, is a moment of fulfillment, 
manifestation, and the beginning of the salvation we 
receive through Christ. 
In the context of today’s Solemnity, this reading also 
helps us focus on Mary as the Mother of God. The read-
ing tells us at least three things about Mary as a mother. 
First, Mary is described as a reflective person, keeping 
the reports of the shepherds in her heart. Second, we are 
reminded of how obedient Mary was to God when she 
named the baby Jesus as the angel Gabriel had directed. 
Third, this reading shows Mary and Joseph faithfully 
observing their Jewish tradition by having Jesus circum-
cised. 
Mary’s faithfulness to God is evident in all three of 
these things. Her reflection upon the events in her life 
indicates that she was a person of prayer. This prayer 
made possible her obedience to God and God’s will, 
even if the outcome was not clear. Finally, her faithful-
ness to a community of faith grounded her relationship 
with God and enabled her to participate in God’s plan of 
salvation. 
Because of Mary’s faithfulness to God, she was able to 
receive the gift of God’s Son and accept her role in 
God’s plan for salvation. By doing so, she models for us 
the path of discipleship and is also called Mother of the 
Church. 
Our call to discipleship also includes these three aspects. 
First, discipleship means prayer and reflection on the 
events of our lives that we might see God’s presence and 
work in our lives. Second, discipleship means obedience 
to God and God's will. Third, discipleship includes fidel-
ity to a community of faith. 

Christmas Flower Program 2022 
   

IN LOVING MEMORY: 

Aaron Dennis & Xyza Zyra 
Ana Vilma, Elena & Luis Alonso Arevalo 

Betsy Barca 
Ben & Betty Bayol 

Prudencio & Gloria, Lei Ann Cagalingan 
Andres & Beatriz Caunan 

Agrifina Cercado 
Jess De Jesus 

Jerry & Julia Fitzgerald 
Albert & Michael Gragnani 
Liz Porter Gragnani & Child 

Janet & Michael Kelly 
Eugene & Dolores Koch 

Christie, Danny, Patrick  Linehan 
Rosa & JP Lopez 

Michael & Patrick Mangan 
Marie Matelich 

Leo T. McCarthy 
Aquilino Manoba 
Barbara Murray 

Mary Burke Orizotti 
Nerio Sr & Nerio Jr Plondaya 

Ignacio Puente 
Madlen Saver 

Leonard Stefanelli 
Ricardo A Sulayao 

Loon Foon, John, Yu Chan Tam 
Larry Teshara 

Henry & Theresa Tran 
Laura, Hank & Anna 
Richard & Mildred 

Thomas, Denis, Margaret 
 

IN HONOR OF: 
St Anthony of Padua 

Pete Diaz 
Caunan Family 

Fr. Michael 
Fr. Tony LaTorre 
Stefanie Snider 

5th Anniversary of Christ-
mas Togeth-
er 

St Stephen Church provides Online Giving --
 a convenient and safe way to make a one-
time or recurring  donation.  Getting started 
is easy.  Visit www.saintstephensf.org, click on 
Donation link.   When you participate, your gift 
will be securely transferred directly into the parish. 

Our 20,000 Square Foot Parish 
Center Available to Rent for 

Special Occasions 
 

call Shay Ingelfinger at 415 681-2444  
For more information, ext.7 or  
donworthevents@saintstephensf.org 



THE SHIP OF THE CHURCH 
The Church is like a great ship being pounded by the 
waves of life’s different stresses. Our duty is not to aban-
don ship, but to keep her on her course.     —St. Boniface  

Due to  a large volume of Mass requests and in order to 
be fair to the needs of our parishioners, the following is 
the Mass Book Policy: 
1. Only registered Parishioners can request up to a maxi-
mum of 10 masses/year. 
2. Only 2 of those Masses may be on weekends depend-
ing on availability - this makes it fair to all parishioners 
who wish to have a weekend Mass. 
3. Mass intentions cannot be reserved by phone or via 
SMS. Requests must be submitted in writing or e-mail. 
4.via email.  You may drop your requests together with 
your donation payment at the Collection basket or at the 
Parish Mailbox or slow mail to the Parish Office. 
5. Not all dates are available, so we ask that you be pre-
pared with alternate dates and times.  If your requested 
date is not available, an alternate date shall be chosen. 
6. Mass Intentions are at least $10 each.  If you're pay-
ing by check, Check Memo should indicate - Mass in-
tention on xx/xx/23 (date) OR Mass intention for xxx
(name)  OR No. of Mass intentions;   
7.Allow time for processing and provide your email or 
phone no. to confirm your masses 
 

For questions, please call Carol Cagalingan, 415-681-
2444 x3 or email carol@SaintStephenSF.org. 

2023 Mass Intention Book Now Open! 

Did you know that.....If you 
can start the day without caffeine, 
if you can get going without pep 
pills, if you can always be cheer-
ful, ignoring aches and pains, if 
you can resist complaining and 
boring people with your troubles, 
if you can eat the same food every 
day and be grateful for it, if you 
can understand when your loved 
ones are too busy to give you any 
time, if you can take criticism 
without resentment, if you can 
ignore a friend's limited education 
and never correct him, if you can 
resist treating a rich friend better 
than a poor friend, if you can con-
quer tension without medical help, 
if you can relax without liquor, if 
you can sleep 
without the aid of 
drugs, ...Then 
you are probably 
the family dog! 



TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

1. A little girl and her mother were look-
ing at the Nativity scene. The mother was 
explaining that the Wise Men were present-
ing their gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh to the newborn king. The little girl 

looked in great adoration at the babe in the manger, 
then turning to her mother, thoughtfully asked, 
“Why didn’t they bring him a bed?”   

2. Dad’s New Year’s resolution: Last year when I 
called my parents to wish them a happy New Year, 
my dad answered the phone. "Well, Dad, what’s 
your New Year’s resolution?" I asked him. "To make 
your mother as happy as I can all year," he answered 
proudly. Then mom got on, and I said, "What’s your 
resolution, Mom?" "To see that your dad keeps his 
New Year’s resolution."    

3. Someone once said…”I made 6 resolutions last year 
and I kept them all year long:  they are in an enve-
lope on the top of my file cabinet.”    

4. A man asks his buddy for a cigarette. His friend 
quips, “I thought you made a New Year's resolution 
and that you don’t smoke.” The man replied,  “I'm in 
phase one of quitting." Confused, his friend asked, 
"Phase one?" The man laughed, "Yes. I've quit buy-
ing."  

On this feast, we can see how devotion to Mary has been 
a beacon of hope to the sick throughout history. In the 
new cathedral of Los Angeles, the faithful enter through 
a single door topped by a striking sculpture of Mary with 
arms stretched down in compassion. Sculpted into the 
massive bronze doors are the titles of Mary most treas-
ured by various cultures. Many of them speak of how the 
sick are consoled by a sense of Mary’s presence. 
Dorothy Day once recalled St. Bonaventure’s remark 
that after the Lord’s long forty days of fasting in the de-
sert, when he was diminished and weak from his strug-
gle, the angels who ministered to him went first to the 
Blessed Mother’s house. There they saw the soup that 
was on her stove, and took some to the Lord so that he 
would delight in it even more since his mother had pre-
pared it. “Of course,” said Dorothy Day matter-of-factly. 
In praying the rosary and savoring the stories of Mary’s 
steadfast love in the face of all suffering, the sick are 
strengthened by one of our tradition’s most shining 
treasures, and the whole Church is enriched. 
                      

     —James Field, © J. S. Paluch Co.  

BLESSINGS 
 

Today’s readings include another account 
of the story of Jesus’ birth. The reading 
from the book of Numbers reminds us 
that we are blessed. We are looked upon 
with kindness and grace. The psalm and 
Galatians remind us of the blessings giv-
en through God’s Son. Luke tells of our ultimate bless-
ing, that Mary, a human being like us, gave birth to a 
child who is God’s Son. Mary, a young mother, watches 
all that is happening around the birth of her son. She lis-
tens as the shepherds bring messages from angels, a mes-
sage she also received from an angel, about her son. Yet 
Mary remains silent. She keeps all this news about her 
son to herself. She reflects on all these experiences. The 
only thing she shares is the name of her son, Jesus, a 
name given him before he was even conceived. Her si-
lence leaves us wondering if this is how one responds to 
such a great blessing.         © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

This Week’s Scripture Humor 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Resolve to Spread God’s Mercy and Peace 
Imagine: two New Year’s celebrations in little over a 
month! In late November, Advent began the new liturgi-
cal year, and today the secular New Year 2023 begins. In 
today’s Gospel, everyone who heard it was amazed by 
the story the shepherds told of the angels’ message re-
garding the child. Mary herself continued to reflect on all 
these things in her heart. With religious persecutions rag-
ing, international and domestic conflicts seething, our 
family and friends suffering various difficulties, and 
COVID not yet entirely in the rear-view mirror, not to 
mention our own personal problems, how much our 
world needs Jesus as another New Year veiled in mystery 
begins! As we pray for God’s mercy to enfold our world 
and embrace each of us in 2023, let our New Year’s reso-
lution be to live for others, as Mary did, a channel of 
God’s mercy and an instrument of Christ’s peace. 
    © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

                       The Best New Year Gifts: 
To your friend - loyalty; 

To your enemy - forgiveness; 
To your boss - service; 

To a child - a good example; 
To your parents - gratitude and devotion; 

To your mate - love and faithfulness; 
To all men and women - love; 

To God - your life. 

THE HEAVIEST LOAD 
                       

A chip on the shoulder is the heaviest load anyone can 
carry.   — Anonymous 



PASTORAL STAFF 
 

 Rev. Michael Liliedahl    
Pastor, ext.1 

Fr.Michael@SaintStephenSF.org 
 

Fr. Cameron Faller  
 Priest in Residence, SFSU Chaplain  

 

Fr. Michael Healy 
Priest in Residence 

 

Rev. Mr. Manuel “Olet” Abad 
Permanent Deacon 

deacon@SaintStephenSF.org 
 

Sharon McCarthy Allen 
Principal 

 

Carol P Cagalingan    
Parish Manager, ext. 3 

carol@SaintStephenSF.org 
 

Mary Molly Mullaney 
Faith Formation Coordinator, ext. 4 
faithformation@SaintStephenSF.org 

 

Shay Ingelfinger    
Event Center Coordinator, ext.7 

donworthevents@SaintStephenSF.org 
 

 Teresa Devincenzi   
Bookkeeper, ext.5  

teresa@SaintStephenSF.org 
 
 

Fredrick Schaefer 
Music/Choir Director, ext 8 

or 415 342-4508   
1dognpony@gmail.com 

 
 

Ed Prete 
Bulletin Editor, ext. 6 

e.prete@SaintStephenSF.org 
 

ST STEPHEN PARISH 2022-2023 
                
 

ORGANIZATION/MINISTRY      CONTACT PERSON 
                           

• Altar Servers  Giovanna Hrvatin 

• Altar Society   Joan Leehane 

• Bridge Group  Virginia Stefanelli 

• Caritas   Nellie Hizon 

• Church Hospitality Mary Molly Mullaney 

• Communion Ministers    Mary Molly Mullaney 

• Faith Formation    Mary Molly Mullaney 

• Fifty Plus Club   Helga D’Arcy 

• Finance Council   Laura Birsinger 

• Front Ofc Lead Volunteer  Fely Boquiren 

• Grief Support   Clergy 

• Head Sacristan  Ed Quan 

• Lectors    Mary Molly Mullaney 

• Liturgy Committee Fr. Michael Liliedahl 

• Marriage Preparation Clergy 

• Men’s Club  Martin Murphy 

• Parish Council  Vicky Francisco 

• RCIA    Mary Molly Mullaney 

• St. Stephen Book Club   Mary Molly Mullaney 

•   Ushers     Jim Scheg 

•    Women’s Guild   Naomi Kelly 
 

Parish Office Phone  415.681.2444 

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us! 
You can sign up or update your information  by completing this form & placing it in the collection basket, by 
mailing it to the Parish Office, by phone at 415-681-2444 or  at www.saintstephensf.org  

  Name ______________________________________________  Contact Phone __________________________   

  Email ______________________________________________ 

  Complete Mailing Address ________________________________________ City/Zip ___________________ 

Weekly Sunday envelopes , circle one:   Yes     No, but commit to participate thru Online Giving. 

I am interested in assisting the Parish in an organization or ministry as  (Please encircle your choice/s):   
Acolyte/Altar Service, Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Greeter/Usher, Hospitality  after 
Mass/Special Events, Holy Communion Ministers to the Homebound, Music/Choir, Lector &/or Holy Com-
munion Ministers, Parish Center Front Office Volunteer. 
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