




Mass Intentions

Monday, Sep 28 8:00 am - Rod & Sharon Montgomery - †
By: Jessica Montgomery

Tuesday, Sep 29 8:00 am - Gael Opena - Healing
By: ZenyAmora Opena

Wednesday, Sep 30 8:00 am - Norman Jerome Dy - Spec. Int.
By: Dy Family

Thursday, Oct 1 8:00 am - Yelba Delgado - †
By: Hugo Delgado

Friday, Oct 2 8:00 am - GeraldineWebb - †
By: Liam & Mary Frost

Saturday, Oct 3 8:00 am - Cecelia Prete - †
By: Francis Prete Family

4:30 pm - Denis O'Connor -†
By: Rose O'Connor

Sunday, Oct 4 8:00 am - Paul Kilmartin - †
By: Davey Family

10:30 am - People of the Parish

6:30 pm - Roger T. DeRuna - †
By: Ninna Amora

Remembering sick Family & Friends

Please pray for the sick and homebound of
our community and for all those written in
our book of the sick. May they know the

healing touch of Jesus.

Amanda Arenas, Marie Bachand, Larry Barbiere,
Ana Caballero, Araceli Caparas, Sean Chan,
Julie Burton,Tony Devincenzi, Genevie Dy,
Kenneth Fambrini, George Farrales, Eden Finn,
Larry & Carmelita Gallager, Mark Gutierres,
Robert Liam, Mary MacKinny,Tresa Matthews,
Glenda Miller, Antoinette Mishirsky,
Nestor & Nelson Plondaya, Byron Petty,
Joel Rivera,Vida Solomon, AlVicente Jr,
MichelleVicente, GwendolynWalsh,
MichelleWeeks, PerryYoung,

JimThompson, Jovita & RichardThompson,
FranzTittiger, DanielW., Alex & Marie.

Mass Intentions 2027

The 2027 Mass Intention Book will open on
October 2nd. To help accommodate as
many parishioners as possible, requests will
initially be accepted for the first six months
of 2027 only, and there will be a limit of
eight Mass intentions per parishioner.

If you would like to schedule a Mass
intention, please visit the parish office in
person.We encourage parishioners to submit
their requests early, as preferred dates may
fill quickly. If you have any questions or would
like additional information, please contact the
Parish Office at 415-681-2444.

We are happy to assist you.

Contact Shay at 415.681.2444 x2
email: DonworthEvents@SaintStephen.org

Looking for the perfect
place for your next
event?

Our 20,000 sq.ft.
Parish Event Center,
Donworth Hall & Gym
is Availalble for Rent



Background on the Gospel Reading

The context for today’s Gospel is the mounting tension between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders. Jesus has
entered Jerusalem and overturned the money changers’ tables in theTemple. Jesus has caught the attention of
the religious authorities; the chief priests and elders question Jesus about the source of his authority. Jesus
refuses to name for these religious leaders the source of his authority. Instead, he questions the priests and
elders through the parable we hear in today’s Gospel.The answer given by the religious leaders is correct, but it
convicts them for their failure to heed the call of John the Baptist and for their inability to recognize the
Kingdom of God.

The situation Jesus poses is rather straightforward. Given the same task by their father, one son asserts his
disobedience in words, but then obeys in his actions; the second son obeys with his words, but disobeys in his
actions.The question that Jesus poses is pointed and direct:Which son did what the father wanted? All would
agree that “actions speak louder than words” and that even if his words were disobedient, the son who did the
work as ordered did the father’s will.

Jesus’ conclusion is also direct.The chief priests and elders, the ones who speak most often about God, did not
act accordingly.They did not respond to the message of repentance announced by John the Baptist with a change
of heart. Instead, John’s message was heeded by those one would not expect to repent—tax collectors,
prostitutes, and other sinners. Because of their actions, these sinners will enter the Kingdom of God ahead of
the religious leaders.

Jesus could ask us the same question. Do our words indicate our obedience to God? If not our words, do our
actions? God desires a full conversion of heart, that our actions (and our words as well) will give evidence of our
love for God.


