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Encounter Jesus Christ. Love Jesus Christ.  Live Jesus Christ.  

September 25, 2023 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 15 2023 



In every culture, food is an essential part of celebrations ï from the wedding banquet to the 
Christmas meal. As families and friends we gather around the table, not just out of necessity, but 
because the time spent together there has emotional, spiritual, and human meaning. At the table, 
a deeper sense of unity among all is present; food unites as much as it nourishes. So we can 
understand why food, and the sharing of it, is so present throughout Scripture.  

We see that image in todayôs readings from the great banquet foretold by Isaiah with its rich 
food and choice wines, to the wedding feast in the Gospel. Even Paul hints at it by referring to 
being well fed and living in abundance. Added to this, the wonderful Psalm 23, with its table 
spread and its overflowing cup, gives us a glimpse of what the fullness of the Kingdom will be like ï a great feast, hosted by 
the Lord, where everyone has a place and is gathered not just to be fed but to celebrate and find peace. 

It makes sense that Jesus chooses this image to flesh out his teachings on the Kingdom. It would clearly have resonated with 
his audience, even if some, like the chief priest and elders, failed to understand it fully. 

Like many, they failed to understand that while God invites all to his banquet, that invitation must be accepted. We respond by 
the way we live our lives. As the parable unfolds, some responses are clearly indifferent, but others seem to resent the 
intrusion of the invitation, and even respond with violence and hostility. Little do they know that by rejecting the invitation, 
they are also rejecting the King.   

But the King does not give up. Why? Because, as Isaiah tells us, God generously wants all to share in his eternal banquet.  

But is that the same as saying that all will be there at the great event? No! Like some in the parable, there will be some in this 
life who will refuse the Lordôs invitation. Consumed by this world and its busyness, and concerned with earthly treasures, 
they lose sight of what is eternal. 

How have we responded to that invitation? By gathering on this day, we recommit to our acceptance of it. Around the table of 
the Lord we find our deepest and truest identity, and the grace we receive encourages and strengthens us in our lifelong 
preparation for our attendance at the heavenly wedding feast. Here, today, we get a foretaste of that great and glorious 
banquet. May it strengthen our faith in the promise that awaits us at the heavenly banquet. 

Take the strength you have received by participating in todayôs journey, use it to spread, as a disciple of Jesus, his divine 
message to those whom you come into contact with this day and always. 

October 20, 2023     -   St. Paul of the Cross 

Paul Francis Danei was born in Italy in 1694, the second of 16 
children. Because of his fatherôs financial difficulties, Paul had to 
leave school to help support his family. At age 15, he began to realize 
how much Jesus suffered for him. In response, he prayed and did 
difficult things such as sleeping on the floor and not eating foods he 
liked. He wanted to follow Christ more closely and share in his 
passion and death.  
At age 20, Paul joined the Venetian army that was defending the 
faith. After a year, he went back to a life of prayer and penance. Then 
God called him to form a group of men dedicated to preaching parish missions. These 
men, called Passionists, would preach the mystery of Christ crucifiedðthe mystery 
of the Fatherôs loveðin hopes that Christians would turn from their sins and 
rededicate their lives to Christ. Paul developed a method for giving parish mission 
talks that involved laypeople. 
Paul received gifts of prophecy and healing from the Holy Spirit. He was so powerful 
when he preached and so gentle in confession that he brought many sinners back to 
the Lord. Paul once said, ñEngland is always before my eyes, and if ever again it 
becomes Catholic, the benefit to the Church will be immeasurable.ò Within 65 years, 
a Passionist named Dominic Barberi went to England to help reconcile John Henry 
Newman and others to the Catholic Church, aiding the revival of Catholicism there. 
Paul of the Cross died in 1775. 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Our 20,000 Sq. Ft. Parish Center  

Available to Rent  

For more information,  

call Shay at 415 681-2444 x7 

St Stephen Church provides Online 
Giving -- a convenient and safe way to 
make a one-time or recurring  donation. To 
start visit �Z�Z�Z���V�D�L�Q�W�V�W�H�S�K�H�Q�V�I���R�U�J����click 
on Giving link.   When you participate, your 
gift will be securely transferred directly into 
the parish. 

The man was in no shape to drive, so 
he wisely left his car parked and 
walked home.  As he was walking 
unsteadily along, he was stopped by 
a policeman.  ñWhat are you doing 
out here at 2a.m.?ò said the officer.  
ñIôm going to a lecture,ò the man 
said.  ñAnd who is going to give a 
lecture at this hour?ò the cop asked.  
ñMy wife,ò said the man. 


